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1  ihe    crowning  effort  of  his 


V 


Tlie  iilea  of  writing  a  life  of  Wnshington 
enUsred  st  im  early  ilny  into  his  mind.  It  wns 
eepiiciiill^  (ircAsed  upon  liis  atienlioii  iit«r1y  thirty 
years  ago  wliile  be  waa  in  Europe.  I>y  h  proposi' 
lion  of  the  laie  Mr.  Archilialil  ConsEable,  the 
eminent  piihlifher  n(  Ediiiburgli,  and  lie  resolved 
to  undertake  it  il9  soon  as  he  bIiuuIiI  return  to  the 
United  Siute^  and  be  witliin  reacti  of  tlie  neces- 
Bary  dooumtnia.  Vnrious  circumatancea  occurred 
Ui  prevent  him  from  carrying  thiB  reeoliilion  into 
prompt  effect  It  remnined,  however,  a  cherished 
purpose  o(  his  heiirl,  wbiub  lie  has  at  length, 
though  somewhat  Inrdily.  accomplished. 

Tiie  miinuscripl  for  the  pri'sent  volume  waa 
neitrly  reaily  for  the  press  some  months  since,  but 
tbe  author,  by  applying  himaelf  too  clo»ely  in  his 
eageruesa  to  finbh  it,  brought  ou  a  nervous  in- 
disponiiion.  which  untitled  him  for  a  time  for  the 
irluome  but  iiidlttpeuxable  task  of  revision.  In 
t)ii»«  he  has  been  kindly  assisted  by  his  nephew, 
Pierre  Mnnro  Irving,  who  had  previously   uided 


him  in  the  course  of  liis  necessary  researches,  and 
who  now  cnrerully  collated  the  innnnsci'lpt  with 
the  works,  letters,  and  iuedileil  documeuts  from 
which  the  fflcts  had  been  derived.  Ht;  Ijbs  like- 
wise had  the  liindnesa  to  eiiperintend  ihe  printing 
of  tlie  volume,  and  the  correctiou  of  [lie  proof 
sheets.  Thus  aided,  the  author  is  enabled  lo  la; 
the  Tolnme  before  Ihe  public. 

How  far  this,  the  last  kbor  of  his  pen,  tnny 
meet  willi  general  acceptation  is  willi  hiui  a 
matter  of  hope  rather  tlmn  of  coiilidence.  He 
is  conscions  of  his  own  short- comings  and  of  the 
splendid  achievemettta  of  oratory  of  which  the 
character  of  Wiialiiogton  haa  recently  been  omde 
the  Iheme.  Grulel'iil,  lionever,  for  (he  kindly 
disposition  which  bus  greeted  etich  suc<«Hsive 
volume,  and  with  a  profound  sense  of  the  indul- 
gence he  has  experienceil  from  Ihe  public  through  a 
bug  liti'rary  career,  now  extending  tbniugli  more 
than  half  a  century,  he  resigns  his  last  volume 
to  its  fate,  with  a  leeliug  of  saliafacliou  thst  be 
has  at  length  reached  Ibe  close  of  bis  task,  and 
with  the  comforting  aSBurnnce  thitt  it  has  been 
with   him  a  labor  uf  love,  and   as    such   has  to  a 


Q  degre. 


ri'ied  w 


i-ard. 


Washington  Ikvino. 
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Z  eyes  of  the  worli^  were  upon  Wiisli- 
I  ingiou  at  the  couimeutcment  of  liis  uJ- 
listmtion.  He  hnd  won  luiii'oU  iu 
ihe.  fielil ;  noiilrt  tliey  eonlicue  Iu  flourish  in  tbo 
cabinet  ?  His  position  was  aurrouudeil  Ly  ilifti- 
cnlttea.  Inex[ierit!uced  in  Ibe  dutiea  of  dvil  acl- 
nuDislrnUoii,  Ue  was  ro  inaugurate  a  new  atxt  un- 
tried eyslem  of  government,  composed  of  StatctB 
mi]  p«)|ile,  as  yet  a  mere  esperimcnt,  to  wbicli 
Bome  looked  forward  with  baoyuut  coiifldeni'f^,  — 
inua;  with  doubt  and  apprehension. 

Ho  had  moi'eover  a  higb-spirited  iieojilo  to 
manage,  in  whom  a  jetiloiie  paesion  lor  frueiUim 
and  iudependence  had  been  strengtliened  by  war, 
and  who  might  bear  with  impatience  even  llio 
reBtrftiiilG  of  self-imposed  government.  Tlie  Cou- 
edtntion  which   tie  was  to  inaugurate  tiad   met 
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Kith  vehemcDt  opposition,  nhen  nnder  discussion 
in  the  General  and  Slate  govemmeaLs.  Only 
three  Stales,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Georgia, 
had  accepted  it  unanimonaly.  Several  of  the 
most  iinponant  State:8  hail  adapted  it  by  a  mere 
majority ;  five  of  them  under  an  expressed  es- 
pectation  of  specified  ameDdmeuta  or  moditicft- 
tions;  while  two  States.  Rhode  Island  and  North 
Carolina,  still  stood  aloof. 

It  is  trne,  the  iiritaiioa  produced  by  the  con- 
flict of  opinions  in  the  general  and  Stale  conven- 
tioDs,  had,  in  a  great  measure  subsided  ;  but  dr< 
cumstancea  might  ooTur  to  inflame  it  anew.  A 
diversity  of  opinions  still  existed  ck>Dcemiiig  the 
new  government.  Some  feared  that  it  would 
have  too  little  control  over  the  individual  Slates : 
that  the  political  connection  would  prove  too  weak 
to  preserve  order  anil  prevent  civil  strife;  otiiers, 
that  it  would  be  too  strong  for  their  separate  in- 
dependence, and  would  tend  toward  consolidation 
and  despotism. 

The  very  extent  of  the  conntry  he  was  called 
upon  to  govern,  ten  times  larger  than  that  of  any 
previous  republic,  must  have  pressed  with  weight 
upon  Washington's  mind.  It  presented  to  the 
Atlantic  a  front  of  fifteen  himdred  miles,  divided 
into  individual  States,  differing  in  the  forms  of 
their  local  governments,  differing  from  each  other 
in  interests,  in  territorial  magnitudes,  in  amount 
of  [Kipniation,  in  manners,  soils,  climales  and 
productions,  and  the  characteristics  of  their  sev- 
eral peoples. 

Beyond  the  Allegliauies  extended  regions  al- 
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most  bountUesa,  as  jet  for  ihe  nrnst  part  wild  and 
uucuUiraUnl,  iho  asjlum  of  ruviiig  Imllung  and 
re»tl«sa,  dincoQtoiited  wliite  men.  Vast  tracts, 
liowevur,  vere  rapidly  being  peopled,  aod  would 
toon  be  portioued  into  sectionB  reciuiriog  local 
gVTemmeute.  Th«  great  uutural  ouUut  for  the 
exportatioii  of  the  products  of  thb  k^od  of  in- 
exlmnslible  fertility,  was  tlie  Miaaiseippi ;  but 
SpuJD  opposed  a  barrier  to  tlie  free  navigntion 
of  this  river.  Here  wsa  peculiar  cause  of  solici- 
tnde.  Before  leaving  Sfount  Vernon,  Wit&biug- 
ton  tiad  heard  that  the  hanly  yeomanry  of  tbe 
Ikr  West  were  becoming  impatient  of  this  bar- 
rier, and  indignant  at  the  apparent  indifference 
of  Congress  lo  their  prayers  for  its  removal.  He 
bad  heard,  moreover,  that  Brilisb  emisftaries  were 
fostering  these  discontents,  sowing  the  seeds  of 
disaffection,  and  offering  assistance  to  the  West- 
em  people  lo  seize  on  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
and  fortify  the  mouth  of  the  Mistissjppi ;  while, 
on  the  oilier  hand,  the  Spanish  authorities  at  New 
Orleans  were  representeil  as  intriguing  lo  effect 
a  eeparation  of  the  Western  territory  from  the 
tTniou,  with  a  view  or  hope  of  attaching  it  lo  the 
doniiuioa  of  Spain. 

Great  Britain,  too,  was  giving  grounds  for  ter- 
ritoriid  solicitude  in  these  distant  quarters  by  re- 
taining posscHflion  of  the  Western  posts,  the  sur- 
render of  which  had  been  stipulaled  by  treaty, 
Her  plea  was,  that  debts  due  lo  British  euhjecis, 
for  which  by  the  same  treaty  the  United  States 
were  bound,  remained  unpaid.  This  the  Arner- 
alleged  was  a  mere  pretest :  the  real  object 
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of  their  Telcntiun  being  ihe  monopoty  of  the  fur 
trade  ;  ami  to  Ihe  mi^cliieToiis  infliienoe  exeruised 
by  ihese  posts  over  ihe  Indian  tribes,  was  attrib' 
Uted  much  of  the  hostile  difipositioo  inauifested 
by  the  latter  aloag  the  Western  froDtier. 

Wliile  these  brooding  causes  of  anxiety  en- 
isled at  home,  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Union 
was  on  a  most  unsatia factory  footing)  and  required 
prompt  and  ihorougli  attention.  It  was  snbject 
to  maraud,  even  by  the  corsairs  of  Algiers,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli,  who  captured  American  nierehiuit 
vessels  and  csrried  their  crews  into  slavery ;  no 
treaty  having  yet  been  made  with  any  of  the 
Barbary  powers  excepting  Morocco. 

To  complete  the  perplexities  which  beset  the 
new  government,  the  finances  of  the  country  were 
in  a  lamentable  stale.  There  wa.s  no  money  in 
the  treasury.  Tlie  efforls  of  the  former  gov- 
ernment to  pay  or  fund  its  debt?,  had  failed ; 
there  was  a  universal  slate  of  indebtedness,  for- 
eign and  doiueslic,  and  public  credit  was  pros- 
Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  Wash- 
inglon  entered  upoii  his  new  Reld  of  action.  He 
was  painfully  aware  of  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers of  an  undertaking  in  which  past  history  and 
past  experience  afforded  uo  precedents.  "  I  walk, 
as  it  were,  on  untrodden  groimd,"  said  he :  "  so 
many  unlowanl  circumstances  may  intervene  in 
sudi  A  new  and  critical  situation,  that  I  shall  feel 
an  insuperable  diffidence  in  my  own  ahilitiea.  I 
feel,  in  the  execuiiun  of  my  arduous  office,  how 
mucli  I  shall  stand  in  need  of  the  countenance 
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■nd  aid  of  every  frienJ  to  myself,  of  every  frieud 
to  llio  Revolution,  aud  of  every  lover  of  good 
govern  men  I."  ' 

As  yet  be  was  williout  llie  support  of  coiiaLitu- 
tional  advisers,  the  departments  under  tJio  ubiv 
governmeDt  not  being  oi'gnnized ;  be  could  turn 
with  confiUeoce,  however,  for  counsel  in  au  emer- 
gency to  Johu  Jay,  who  still  remained  at  Ilie  head 
of  afiairs,  where  lie  had  been  ptiictid  in  1784.  He 
WM  sure  of  sympathy  also  in  liis  old  comrade, 
Geuend  Knox,  who  continued  lo  oHieinte  iis  Sec- 
retary of  War ;  while  the  affairs  of  the  treasury 
were  managed  by  a  board,  consisting  of  Samuel 
Osgood,  Walter  Livingston,  and  Arthur  Lee. 
Among  the  personal  friends  not  in  office,  lo  whom 
Washington  felt  that  be  could  safely  have  recourse 
for  aid  in  initiating  the  new  government,  was 
Alexander  Hamilton.  It  is  true,  many  hail  their 
doubts  of  his  sincere  adhesion  to  it.  In  the  Cou- 
veoiioa  in  Philadelphia,  he  had  beld  up  tho  Brit< 
ieh  ConBtitulion  as  a  mode!  to  be  approuclied  an 
nearly  as  [lossible,  by  blending  some  of  the  ad- 
Tnntages  of  monarchy  with  the  republican  form. 
The  form  finally  adopted  was  too  low-tuned  I'or 
him :  he  feai'etl  it  might  prove  feeble  and  ineffi- 
doDt ;  but  he  voted  for  it  as  the  best  attainable, 
ndvocated  it  in  llie  Stale  Couventiou  in  New 
Tork,  and  in  a  series  of  essays,  collectively  known 
MS  "The  Federalist,"  written  conjunctively  with 
Uiadison  and  Jay ;  and  it  was  mainly  through  his 
cfTorts  aa  a  speaker  and  a  writer  that  the  Consti- 
tution was  ultimately  accepted.  Stdl  many  con- 
'  Letter  to  Edward  Rutledge. 
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sidered  him  at  heart  n  monfirehiat.  niA  eiiBpected 
him  of  beiog  secretly  bent  upon  bringing  the  ei- 
Ltting  government  tn  the  monarchical  form.  Id 
this  the;  <lid  bim  injnatice.  He  still  cootin- 
oed,  it  13  true,  to  donbl  whether  the  republican 
theory  trould  admit  of  a  vigorons  esecation  of 
the  lawB,  but  was  clear  that  it  ought  to  be  ad- 
hered to  ai  long  ea  there  was  any  cimnce  for  its 
success.  "  The  idea  of  a  perfect  eqiislily  of  po- 
litical rights  among  the  citizens,  excla^ive  of  all 
pennaiient  or  faereditnry  distinctions."  bad  not 
bilberlo,  he  tboaght,  from  an  imperfect  structure 
of  the  government,  had  a  fair  trial,  and  "  was  of 
a  nnlure  to  engnne  the  good  wbhea  of  e^ery  good 
man,  whatever  might  be  his  theoretic  doubts;" 
the  endekvor,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to 
be  to  gire  it  "  a  belter  ebance  of  snecess  by  a 
govenuneot  more  capable  of  energy  and  oitler." ' 

Washington,  who  knew  nnd  nppreciated  Ham- 
ilton's cbanicler,  had  implicit  confidence  in  bis 
sincerity,  and  felt  assured  that  he  would  loyally 
aid  in  carrying  into  effect  the  Constilnliou  as 
adopted. 

It  was  a  great  satisfaction  to  Waehinglon.  on 
looking  round  for  reliable  adrisera  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  see  James  Madison  among  the  members 
of  Congress ;  MadiaoD,  who  had  been  with  him 
in  the  couvention,  who  hod  labored  in  the  "  Fed- 
eralist." and  whose  talents  as  a  speaker,  and  calm, 
dispassionate  ren»oner,  wbose  extensive  informn- 
tioii  and  legislative  experience  destined  him  to  be 
»  leader  in  the  Hoase.  Highly  appreciating  his 
1  Himlhan'a  IFWdn^i,  \v.  STa. 
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intelleclnal  aiid  moral  worlh,  Waahingloii  would 
ofieu  turn  to  him  for  couTiael.  "  I  am  iivtible- 
some,"  would  he  s&y,  "  but  j'ou  must  exuu§()  me ; 
ascribe  it  lo  frieudahip  nad  coofidcDce." 

Kdox,  of  whose  sure  sjpmpnthies  we  have 
Bpoken.  was  in  strong  conlrnst  witli  the  cool  statea- 
man  ju^l  mentioned.  Hi^  mind  was  ardent  nnd 
active,  his  imagination  rivid.  as  was  his  language- 
He  had  abandoned  tlie  military  garb,  but  still 
maintained  his  soldier-like  air.  He  was  large  in 
person,  above  the  middle  aiaiure,  with  a  full  face, 
radiant  and  benignant,  bespeaking  hia  open,  buoy- 
ant, generous  nature.  He  had  a  sonorous  voiL-e, 
nud  Bometimea  talked  rather  gnuidlj,  Hourisliing 
bis  vane  to  give  uffucl  to  his  periods.'  He  was 
cordially  appreciated  hy  Washington,  who  bar] 
experienced  his  prompt  and  efficient  talent  in 
time  of  war,  had  considered  him  one  of  the  ablest 
officers  of  the  Revolution,  and  now  looked  to  him 
OS  an  energetic  man  of  business,  capable  of  giv- 
ing practical  advice  in  time  of  peace,  and  cher- 
ished for  him  that  strong  feeling  of  andent  com- 
panionship in  toil  and  danger,  which  bound  the 
▼eterans  of  the  Revolution  firmly  to  each  other. 

ISee  Sullivaa'l  LcOert  on  Pvitic  {Mracleri,  p.  84. 
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^SRSflTE  moment  the  iDsuguralioa  nns  or^ 
JKgX  M'asljingtoa  waa  innde  to  perceive  thnl 

of  lii«  Imme-  "  By  tlie  lime  I  hud  done  breafc- 
fiut,"  wrllcd  lie,  "  aud  ihenoe  till  dinaer,  and  after- 
wards t3I  bed-time,  I  could  not  gel  rid  of  ilie  cer- 
eroonjr  of  oDe  vbit  before  I  hiul  to  attend  to 
another.  In  a  word,  I  had  uo  leisure  to  read  or 
to  answer  Clie  dispatches  that  were  pouring  iu  upon 
me  from  all  quarters." 

How  was  be  to  be  protected  from  these  intru- 
sioiis  ?  Iu  bid  former  capuciiy  as  commander-in- 
diief  of  (be  armies,  his  bend-quarters  hud  beea 
guarded  by  sentitiela  and  inilltnrj'  etiquette ;  but 
what  was  to  giiartl  the  privaey  of  a  popular  chief 
magia  Irate  ? 

What,  too,  were  to  be  the  forms  and  ceremo- 
nials lo  be  adopted  in  the  presidential  inansiou, 
[hat  would  maintain  the  digtiity  of  his  station, 
alli'w  bim  tinio  for  Ibe  performiince  of  its  official 
duties,  and  yet  be  iu  harmony  with  the  temper 
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nnd  feeliog:*  of  the  people,  and  the  prevnient  uo- 
1  inns  of  erjiialily  nnd  republican   simplicity? 

The  coatlicl  of  opiuioua  that  hftd  already  oc- 
cUTTHi)  aa  to  tbe  form  aiid  title  by  whicli  the 
Preaideiil  w>u  to  be  addressed,  had  made  him 
anure  ihnt  every  step  at  the  outset  of  his  career 
would  be  subject  to  scrutiny,  perhaps  cavil,  and 
might  hereaf^r  be  cited  ns  a  precuilenL  Look- 
ing round.  Iherefort),  upon  the  able  men  at  hand, 
euch  as  Adams,  Hamiiiou,  Jay,  Madi»on,  he  pro- 
pounded to  them  a  series  of  questions  as  to  a 
line  of  conduct  proper  for  him  to  observe. 

Ill  regard  to  visitors,  for  instance,  would  not 
ODC  day  iu  the  week  be  suffident  for  visits  of 
outnplimeDi,  and  one  hour  every  morning  (at 
eight  o'clock  fur  example)  for  visita  on  business? 

Might  lie  make  social  visits  to  acquaintances 
and  public  clmmclera,  not  as  President,  but  as 
private  individual?  And  tlieu  as  to  bis  table  — 
niider  the  preceding  form  of  government,  the 
Presidents  of  Congress  liud  been  accustomed  to 
give  dinners  itvice  a  week  to  large  parties  of  both 
Mxes,  and  invitations  had  been  so  indiscrimiuate, 
that  every  one  who  could  get  introduced  to  the 
President  conceived  he  hod  a  right  to  be  invited 
lo  his  board.  The  table  was,  therefore,  always 
crowded  with  a  mixed  company ;  yet,  as  it  was 
iu  the  nature  of  things  impracticable  to  invite 
everybody,  as  many  oflenses  were  given  as  if  no 
table  had  been  kepi. 

Wofhiugion  was  resolved  not  to  give  general 
entertain  men  ts  of  this  kind,  but  in  his  series  of 
qiieslioDS  hu  asked  whether  he  might  not  invite, 
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informally  or  otlierwise,  six,  eight,  or  ten  official 
chaructera,  including  iu  rolation  the  members  of 
both  Houses  of  Congreaa,  Xo  dine  with  him  on  the 
days  fixed  for  receiving  company,  without  excit- 
ing clamors  iu  the  rest  of  the  commuuily. 

Adams  in  bis  reply  talked  of  cliaraberlains, 
aides-de-camp,  masters  of  ceremouy,  and  eviuced 
B.  high  idea  of  the  presidential  office,  and  the  state 
with  which  it  ought  to  be  maiuluined.  "■  The 
office,"  writes  he,  "  by  its  legal  authority  dt:liiied 
ia  the  Constitution,  has  no  equal  in  the  world  ex- 
cepting thoee  only  which  are  held  by  crawued 
heads ;  nor  is  the  royal  authority  in  all  cases  to 
be  Rimpured  to  it.  The  royal  office  iu  Poland  ia 
a  more  shadow  in  comparison  with  iu  The  Doge- 
ship  in  Venice,  and  the  Stadtholderehip  in  Hol- 
land, are  not  bo  much  —  neither  dignity  nor  auth- 
ority can  be  supported  in  human  minds,  collected 
into  nations  or  any  great  numbers,  without  a 
splendor  and  majesty  iu  some  degree  proportioned 
to  them.  The  sendiog  and  receiving  ambaasadora 
is  one  of  the  moat  splendid  and  important  pr^ 
rogatives  of  sovereigns,  absolute  or  limited,  and 
this  in  our  Constitution  is  wholly  in  the  President 
If  the  state  and  pomp  essential  to  this  great  de- 
partment are  not  in  a  good  degree  preserved,  it 
will  lie  in  vain  for  America  lo  hope  for  considera- 
tion with  foreign  powers."  ^ 

According  to  Mr.  Adams,  two  days  in  a  week 
would  be  required  for  the  receipt  of  visits  of 
compliment.  Persons  desiring  an  interview  with 
the  President  should  make  application  tlu\)ugh  tlie 

I  Lift  and  Worki  of  John  Adams  vol.  viii.  p.  343, 
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minister  of  sUte.  In  every  case  the  name,  qunlily 
or  busiuesa  of  the  visitor  alioiild  be  coainniuitaieJ 
to  a  clminboi'kin  ur  gentlemau  iu  waiting,  ivlio 
stioalil  ju(]ge  whom  to  admit,  und  whom  to  exdiidc 
The  time  for  receiving  visits  ougbt  to  be  lliiiiieil, 
as  for  example,  from  eigbt  to  nine  or  ten  o'clock, 
lest  the  wbole  morning  be  tnken  up.  Tlie  Pi'ta- 
ideut  might  invito  what  official  character,  members 
of  Coiigrvsa,  strangers,  or  citizens  of  dialioctian  he 
pleased,  in  small  parties  without  exciting  clamors ; 
but  this  should  alwa/a  be  done  without  formality. 
His  private  life  should  be  at  bis  own  discretiou,  us 
to  giving  or  receiving  infonnal  visits  among  friends 
and  acquaintances;  but  in  his  oflidal  character,  he 
should  have  no  intercourse  with  society  but  upon 
public  business,  or  at  his  levees.  Adams,  in  the 
conclusion  of  hia  reply,  ingenuously  confessed  that 
hb  long  resideuce  abroad  might  have  impressed 
htm  with  views  of  things  incompatible  with  the 
present  temper  nnd  feelings  of  his  felluw-ciiizens; 
and  JetTeTBou  seems  to  have  been  heartily  of  the 
Batne  opinion,  for  speaking  of  Adams  in  his  Anas, 
be  observes  that  ■■  the  glare  of  ruyally  and  nobility, 
during  his  mission  tu  England,  had  made  him 
believe  their  fascination  a  necessary  ingredient  in 
government."'  Hamilton,  in  his  reply,  while  he 
eonsidered  it  a  primary  object  for  the  public  good, 
that  tbe  dignity  of  the  presidential  olficc  should 
be  supported,  advised  that  care  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  so  high  a  tone  in  the  demeanor  of  the  <"■ 
cupant,  as  to  shock  the  prevalent  notions  of  eq^iiil- 
iiy. 

>  JtS^on'e  n'erkt,  ix.  9T. 
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Tlie  PrcKidcnl,  he  llioiight,  shnuld  lidd  n  levea  I 
at  It  tixed  time  once  a  week,  remnin  lixlf  an  boor,  J 
coiiverae  cursorily  ou  indifferent  subjects  with  J 
sucli  persons  aa  invited  his  attention,    and  then  J 


He  should  accept  no  luvitalions,  give  Ibrmfd  ^ 
enleriaiumeuts  twice,  or  at  most,  four  times  in 
year ;  if  twice,  ou  tlie  aiiniverseriea  of  the  decUr- 
atioTi  of  independence  and  of  his  inauguration  : 
if  four   times,  the    aiiniversarj  of  tlie  treaty  of 
alliance  with  Franca  and  that  of  the  defiutlira  , 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  to  be  added. 

The  President  ou  levee  days  to  give  informal  | 
inviliilions  to  family  dinners ;  not  more  than  si 
or  eight  Co  be  asked  at  a  lime,  and  the  civility  to 
be  confined  essentially  (o  members  of  the  legis> 
laiure,  and  other    officinl    characters  —  the  Pre-  j 
sident  never  to  remain  long  at  table. 

The  heads  of  deparEmeiila  should,  of  oou 
have  access  to  the  President  on  business.  Fureiga  i 
ministers  of  some  descriptions  should  also  be 
entitled  to  it.  "  lu  Europe,  I  am  iuformed," 
writes  Hamilton,  "  ambassadors  only  have  direct 
access  to  ihe  chief  mHgisIrnle.  Something  very 
near  what  prevails  tliere  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
right.  The  distinction  of  rank  between  diplomatic 
characters  requires  attention,  and  the  door  of  accaaa 
ought  not  to  be  too  wide  to  that  class  of  persona. 
I  have  thought  that  the  membera  of  the  Senata 
should  also  have  a  right  of  individual  scceaa  on 
matters  relative  lo  the  public  administrcUioa.  In 
Englaod  and  France  peers  of  liie  realm  have  Ihia 
right.     We  have  none  such  in  this  country,  but  I 


MINOR  FORMS  A.VD   CERKMOS'lES. 


13 


I 


believe  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  to  know 
that  there  is  some  body  of  men  in  the  slnte  who 
b&re  a  right  of  continual  com  [nun  i  cation  with  llie 
PreaidenL  It  will  be  eonsiilereil  a  safegiinrd 
against  secret  coinbinalioim  to  deceive  him." ' 

The  reason  alleged  bj  Hamilton  for  giving  the 
Senate  this  privilege,  and  Dot  the  Represeriiatives, 
was,  that  in  the  Constitution  "tbe  Senate  are 
coupled  with  the  President  in  certain  execntive 
functions,  treaties,  and  appointmentei.  This  mitkea 
tbein  in  a  degree  hie  constiiutionnl  cuunsellors, 
atui  gives  them  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  right  of 
access." 

These  are  the  only  written  replies  that  we  have 
before  as  of  Wasliinglon's  advisera  on  this  aiib- 

Colonel  Humphreys,  formerly  uite  of  Waahiiig- 
IOd's  aides-de-camp,  and  racenlly  secretary  of 
Jefferson's  legation  at  Paris,  was  at  present  an 
inmate  in  the  presidential  mnasion.  General 
Knox  was  frequently  there  j  to  these  Jefferson  us- 
nirea  us,  on  Washington's  authority,  was  assigned 
the  task  of  considering  and  prescribing  the  minor 
Ebrnis  and  ceremonies,  the  eliqnette,  in  fact,  to  be 
observed  on  public  occasions.  Some  of  the  forms 
proposed  by  tliem,  he  ailds,  were  adopted.  Orhers 
were  so  highly  strained  tijat  Washington  ab^'oluk'ly 
r^ecled  ihem.  Knox  was  no  favorite  with  Jef- 
fenoii,  who  had  no  sympathies  with  the  veteran 
eoldier,  and  styles  him  "a  roan  of  parade,"  and 
Humphreys,  he  appears  to  think  c^ipiivated  by  the 

1  Uoinil(r.n-6  Works,  vul,  ir.,  p.  ;i. 


UTX  *r  WASaatTox. 


Ifcj  nwihiiji    After 
i^Mfav,  the  Aaor  of  the 


~       'i    1  ^  ^  GwtaJ  "-  -     •     Tht  President 

«MWHHk  gill  II  111  ml    irt  ii  1'  •  kdidiwc 


-WdL  9M  hm  tibM  M  ■ 


MMM  «■  Iks  MikmraT  "a  Ifr.  1 


aiMM  i^d  M]^     AaiLkmimmp 


BBf    BOCk     KgU 


WASHINGTON'S  SIMPLICITY. 


15 


"WasIiiDgion  WBs  the  last  man  that  would  have 
toleraled  aaytfa[ug  of  tbe  kind.  Our  Desi  chap- 
ter  will  shorn  the  almost  casual  manoer  in  which 
tbe    simple   formalities  of  hia    republican    court 


CHAPTER  III. 

Jounicy  of  Mn.  Waihiagtnn  to  New  Tork.  —  Hooon  piid 
H«r  in  her  FrogrcH.—  llvceptiona  it  Uie  Seal  vt  Gavsm- 
meiit.  — Tliu  rmideiil's  Ekiuipige. 

i^^^N  iIju  17lii  orMity,  Mrs.  TTnsliIngton,  ao- 
V^Sc  U  compHiiied  by  lier  gnuidcbildren,  Eleauor 
ij^^gl  Custis  and  GL-orge  Washlngtou  Parka 
CuBiJB,  set  out  from  Mount  Veruon  in  her  lrHV~ 
elling  carriage  with  a  Amall  ^cort  of  horse,  to 
joiu  Ner  husband  at  tbe  ^eat  of  goverDmeDt,  u 
she  had  been  accuHtomed  to  join  him  itt  head- 
qiiarlers,  in  the  intervals  of  his  Revolutionfiry 
campaigns. 

Throughout  the  journey  she  was  greeted  with 
public  testimonials  of  re-spect  and  aflection.  Aa 
she  approached  Pbiladolphia,  the  President  of 
Pennsylvania  and  other  of  the  SlAte  Aiticlion- 
ariea.  with  a  number  of  the  principal  inhabitAuts 
of  both  sexes,  came  forth-  to  meet  her,  nnd  she 
was  attended  into  the  city  by  a  numerous  ctivul- 
cnde,  nod  welcomed  with  the  ringing  of  bells  and 
firing  of  oinnon. 

Similar  honors  were  paid  her  in  her  progress 
through  New  Jersey.  At  Eiizabeihtown  elie 
alighted  at  the  residence  of  Governor  Livingslon, 
whither  Washington  came  from  New  York  to  meet 
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ber,  Tliey  proeeedeJ  ibence  by  waler.  in  ihe  same 
splendid  barge  in  nhJcb  Uii>  gtuunil  hod  bet^n  cou- 
vfijed  for  his  ioauguratiou.  li  waa  maDned,aH  on 
that  occasion,  by  thirteen  master  pilots,  arrnyed  in 
white,  and  bad  several  persons  ol'  niile  on  board. 
There  wos  a  salule  of  thirteen  giin»  us  tlie  liar^ie 
paased  the  Battery  at  New  York.  The  landing 
look  place  at  Peck  Slip,  not  far  from  the  presi- 
dential residence,  amid  the  eDthusiascic  cheers  of 
on  immense  multitude. 

On  the  following  day,  Washitigton  gave  a 
demi-official  dinner,  of  which  Mr.  Wiiigaie,  a 
senator  from  New  Ilumpshire,  who  was  present, 
writes  as  follows  :  "  The  guests  consisted  of  the 
Vice  President,  the  foreign  ministers,  the  liu^ds 
of  deportments,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  ibe  Senators  from  New  Ilatnp- 
ebire  and  Georgia,  the  then  most  Northern  and 
Southern  Slatci'.  It  was  Ihe  least  showy  dinner 
tiiat  I  ever  saw  at  the  President's  table,  and  the 
company  was  not  large.  As  there  was  no  cbap- 
Iftin  present,  the  President  himself  said  a  very 
short  gmce  as  be  was  sitting  down.  Ailer  din- 
ner and  dessert  were  finished,  one  ghat  of  wine 
waa  passed  around  the  table,  and  no  luait.  The 
President  rose,  and  all  the  company  retired  to 
ibe  drawing-room,  from  which  the  guests  departed 
•a  every  one  chose,  without  ceremony." 

On  the  evening  of  the  following  day  (Friday, 
May  29lh).  Mrs.  Washington  had  a  general  re- 
ceptioo,  whicl)  was  attended  by  all  that  was 
diBtinguishod  in  official  and  fasiiiociable  society. 
Henceforward  there  were  similar  receptions  eV' 
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cry  Friday  evtaiiig,  from  tiglit  lo  ten  o'clock,  to 
wliicli  tbe  rnmilies  of  uU  persons  of  reapectabJIily, 
native  or  foreign,  had  access,  without  special  iii- 
ritaliou  ;  anil  at  which  tlie  PresiJeut  was  always 
present.  These  assemhlages  were  na  frue  from 
oslentatioD  aud  restraint  as  the  ordinary  recep- 
tions of  polite  society;  yet  tlm  reader  will  fiod 
they  were  soon  subject  to  invidious  roisrepresen- 
tation;  and  cavillud  at  as  "court-like  levees"  aud 
"  queenly  drHwing-roonu." 

Beside  these  public  receptions,  the  presidential 
family  had  ita  private  circle  of  social  intimacy  ; 
the  President,  moreover,  wua  always  ready  ta 
receive  visits  by  appointment  on  public  or  private 
business. 

The  sanctity  ami  quiet  of  Sunday  were  strictly 
observed  by  Washington.  He  attended  chnroh 
in  the  morning,  and  passed  the  al\ertioon  alone 
in  liis  closet.  No  visiters  were  admitted,  except- 
ing perhaps  an  Intimate  friend  in  the  evening, 
which  was  spent  by  liim  in  the  bosom  of  his 
family. 

The  household  establishment  was  conducted  on 
an  ample  and  dignified  scale,  but  without  ostea- 
tation,  and  regulated  with  characteristic  system 
and  exactness.  Samuel  Fraunces,  once  land- 
lord of  the  City  Tavern  iu  Brood  street,  where 
Washington  took  leave  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  in  1783,  was  now  steward  of  the  presiden- 
tial household.  Ue  was  required  to  render  a 
weekly  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  warned  to  guard  ogiiinst  waste  and  extrava- 
gance.    "  We  are  happy  to  inform  our  readers," 
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inys  Fenno's  "  Gazette  "  of  the  day,  "  tLftt  the 
Presi<)eut  is  determiued  to  puraue  thai  system  ol' 
ivgularity  and  economy  in  his  household  which 
liaa  always  marked  hiii  public  ntid  private  lire." 

In  regard  to  the  deportment  of  Washixigton  at 
thi«  juncture,  we  have  been  informed  by  one 
who  had  opportunities  of  seeing  him,  that  he 
sliU  retaineil  a  military  air  of  command  which 
hiul  become  habitual  to  him.  At  levees  and 
drawing-rooms  he  someliraes  appeared  cold  and 
difltaai,  but  iliis  was  attribuied  by  those  who 
but  knew  him  to  the  novelty  of  his  position  and 
hta  iunaie  diffidence,  which  eecmed  to  increase 
with  the  light  which  his  renown  alied  about  him. 
Tboagh  reserved  at  times,  IiIb  reserve  had  uoth- 
ing  repulsive  in  it,  and  in  social  intercourse, 
where  he  was  no  longer  under  the  eye  of  critical 
mpervisioD,  soon  gave  way  to  soldier-like  frank- 
vm»  and  cordiality.  At  all  times  his  courtesy 
ms  genuine  and  benii>nant,  and  totally  free  from 
tbu  stalely  condescension  sometimes  mistaken 
Ibr  politeness.  Nothing,  we  are  told,  could  sur- 
pass Itie  tiohle  grace  with  which  he  presided  at  a 
ceremonial  dinner ;  kindly  attentive  to  all  his 
gaeftis,  but  particularly  attentive  to  put  those  at 
their  ease  and  in  n  favorable  light,  who  appeared 
to  be  most  diffident. 

As  to  Mrs.  Washington,  those  who  really  knew 
her  at  the  time,  speak  of  her  as  free  from  pre- 
tension or  aHectation  i  undazzled  by  her  jKisiiion, 
and  discharging  its  duties  with  the  truthful  sira- 
" 'breeding  o' 


I  to  preside  over  a  hospitable  n 
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cient  Dominion."  She  had  her  husband's  predi- 
lection for  priTKte  life.  In  a  letter  to  an  intimate 
she  writes:  "  It  is  owing  to  the  kiiiijness  of  our 
numerous  friends  in  ull  quarters  that  my  new  And 
unwished  for  situation  is  not  indeed  a  burden  to 
me.  When  t  was  much  jounger,  I  should  prob- 
ably have  enjoyed  the  innocent  gayeties  of  life  as 
much  as  most  persons  of  my  age ;  but  I  had  long 
since  placed  all  the  prospects  of  my  future  worldly 
happiness  in  the  still  enjoyments  of  the  6reBidQ  at 
Mount  Vomon. 

"  1  little  thought,  when  the  war  was  finished, 
that  any  circumstances  could  possibly  happen, 
which  would  call  the  general  into  public  life 
aguD.  I  had  anticipated  that  from  that  moment 
we  should  be  suffered  to  grow  old  together  iu  sol- 
itude and  tranquillity.  That  was  the  first  and 
dearest  wish  of  my  heart," ' 

Much  has  been  said  of  Washington's  equipages, 
when  at  New  York,  and  of  his  having  four,  and 
c  horses  before  his  carriage,  with 
jutriders  in  rich  livery.  Sneh  style, 
we  would  premise,  was  usual  at  the  time  both  in 
England  and  the  colonies,  and  had  been  occasion- 
ally maintained  by  the  Continental  dignitaries, 
and  by  governors  of  the  several  States,  prior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution.  It  was  siill 
prevalent,  we  are  told,  among  the  wealthy  plan- 
tars  of  the  South,  and  sometimes  adopted  by 
"  merchant  princes "  and  rich  inilividuals  at  the 
North.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  Wash- 
ington   ever  indulged  in  it  tlirough  ostentation. 

1  Quoled  in  ■  DOle  to  Sparks,  p.  t23. 
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WbeQ  be  repaired  to  llie  Hall  of  Congress,  at  his 
iiiaaguraiioD,  he  wa«  drawn  b;  a  single  pair  of 
tior$e«  in  a  tbariot  presented  for  the  occasion,  on 
the  panels  of  which  were  erablazoued  the  arma 
of  tike  United  Stales. 

Bemdes  this  modest  equipage  tliere  was  [he 
ample  bmlly  carriage  nhicb  had  been  brought  from 
Virginia.  To  tills  four  horses  were  pnt  when  the 
fiunily  drove  out  into  the  couulrj,  the  state  of  the 
roads  in  those  days  r<!<iairing  it.  For  the  Bame 
reason  six  hprses  were  put  to  the  same  vehicle  on 
jouTueys,  aud  ouce  on  a  state  occasioD.  If  there 
likely  to  take  a  pride  in,  it 
passionately  fbud  of  that 
jtiuii  is  occasioaally  made  of 
fbur  white  horses  of  great  beauty  which  he  owued 
while  in  New  York.*  Hia  favorite  exercise  when 
tlte  weather  permitted  it  was  on  horseback,  ac- 
oompatiied  by  one  or  more  of  the  members  of  his 
household,  aud  ho  was  noted  always  for  being  ad- 
mirably mounted,  and  one  of  the  best  horsemen  - 
of  his  day. 

1  For  »ine  of  tlioM  panlcuUrs  concerning  WAnhingUn  «re 
■n  iinlebteil  to  the  late  Witliain  A.  Uuer,  praaiilent  of  Colum- 
bia College,  irbo  ID  hia  bojliDod  wu  frequently  ia  the  Preai- 
denrs  lioiue,  pla}'m«te  ol' young  Coitia,  Mrs.  Waahington'a 


WaAiHgloH't  RuiJaicfin  Xeir  rnrl.  — The  firat  presi- 
Jential  retidance  wu  at  the  junction  of  Pearl  and  Chen7 
•lT<Kli,  Franklin  equare.  Al  the  end  of  about  a  year,  the 
President  removed  to  the  lionse  on  ihe  weM  tide  of  Btoad- 
«*j'.  neat  Bevtor  itreet,  afterwards  kuonn  as  Bunker'!  Man- 
riOD  House,  tlolh  of  these  buildings  huru  diupjieared,  in  tbo 
c«m«  of  modem  "Improvements." 


CHAPTER   IV. 

I  Allrming  lilnoB  ot  the  i'reaident.  —  The  Senste  rejects  ona 
Df  hia  Nomitutiont.  —  His  MnsitiTB  Vindication  of  it. — 
Doth  of  hii  Mother.  — Her  Chuicter.  — The  Executiva 
DepartmenW  InstituMd.  —  Selection  of  Offiwra  for  Ihc  Tieu- 
luy  and  W»r  Dep«rtmenl».  —  Bainillon  imlructed  to  report 

»  Finuiciat  Plui  ■(  Ihe  next  Seesion  of  Coogrcu Ar- 

raagemeat  of  Iha  JndivUty  DepartmenL  —  Edmund  Raa- 
dolph.  — AdjoummeDt  of  Confcren.  —  Ita   Chuscter,  bj 

ion  08  WashingtoD    could  command 

IGuflicient  leisure  to  inspect  papers  and 
domimenU,  he  called  unofficiall;  apoD 
the  heads  of  departments  to  fliniish  him  with  such 
reports  in  writing  as  would  aid  litm  in  gaining  a 
distinct  idea  of  the  state  of  public  affairs.  For 
this  purpose  also  he  had  recourse  to  the  public 
archives,  and  proceeded  to  make  notes  of  the  for- 
eign oiBcial  correspondence  from  the  close  of  the 
war  until  hia  inauguration.  He  was  interrupted 
in  bis  task  by  a  virulent  attack  of  anthrax,  which 
for  several  days  threatened  mortification.  The 
knowledge  of  his  perilous  condition  spread  alarm 
through  the  eommunily ;  he,  however,  remained 
uiiogiLited.  His  medical  adviser  was  Dr.  Samuel 
Bard,  of  New  York,  an  excellent  physician  and 
most  estimable  ninn,  who  attended  him  with  un- 
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remitting  ouiduity.  Being  alooo  one  daj  witli 
the  doctor,  Woslunglon  regarded  hint  steadily,  luid 
asked  his  candid  o[)iiiion  ad  to  tlie  prububle  result 
of  his  case.  "  Do  not  flutter  me  vritb  Taii>  hopes," 
tiud  he,  with  placid  firmness ;  "  I  am  nut  afraid 
to  die,  and  tbcrefore  can  bear  the  worst."  'Hie 
do<:tor  expressed  hope,  but  owned  that  he  liod  ap- 
prehensions. "  Wlielher  to-night  or  twenty  years 
heuce,  makes  no  ditTerence,"  observed  Wushing- 
ton.  "  I  Icuaw  that  I  am  in  the  haoda  of  a  good 
ProvideDce."  His  sufieriiigs  were  intense,  and  his 
recovery  very  alow.  For  six  weeks  he  was  oltliged 
to  lie  on  his  right  side ;  but  afler  a  time  he  had 
bis  carriage  so  contrived  ttiat  he  coidd  extend 
himself  at  full  length  in  it,  and  take  exercise  iii 
tlie  open  air. 

Wbile  rendered  morbidly  sensitive  by  bodily 
pftin,  be  suffered  deep  uiiiioyance  from  having  one 
of  his  earliest  noniiuations,  that  of  Beiijsmiu  Fish* 
btiTD,  for  the  place  of  oaval  officer  of  the  port  of 
Sdvannah,  rejected  by  (he  Sensie. 

If  there  was  btiythiiig  in  which  Washington 
wM  scrupulously  conscientious,  it  was  in  the  ex- 
erdsc  of  the  nominatiug  power;  scrutiniziug  the 
fitness  of  candidates ;  their  comparative  claims 
on  accouDi  of  public  services  and  sacrifices,  snd 
with  regard  to  the  equable  distribution  of  offices 
oinoug  the  States;  in  ull  which  be  governed  him- 
self solely  by  considerations  for  the  public  good. 
He  was  especially  scrupulous  wliere  bis  own 
friends  and  conuectioas  were  concerned.  "  So 
far  as  I  know  my  own  mind,"  would  he  say,  "  I 
would  not  be  in  the  remotest  degree  influenced 
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iu  malciug  nominations  bj  motiveB  arisiug  from 
the  ties  of  family  or  bloo.i." 

lie  was  principally  burt  In  tlie  present  Instance 
by  the  want  of  deference  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, ill  assigning  no  reason  for  rejecting  his  nonu- 
DAtion  of  Mr.  Fishbum.  He  acquiesced,  however, 
in  the  rejection ;  and  forthwith  sent  in  the  name  ol 
another  candidate;  but  at  the  same  time  admin- 
btered  a  teaipenite  and  dignided  rebuke.  "  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  reasons  which  induced 
your  disaeat,"  writes  he  to  tlie  Senate,  "  I  am 
persuaded  that  they  were  such  as  you  deemed 
flutficient.  Permit  me  U>  submit  to  your  coDsid- 
eniiion,  whether,  on  occasions  where  the  propri- 
ety of  nominations  appears  questionable  lo  you,  it 
would  not  be  expedient  to  commuDloate  that  cir- 
cumstance to  me,  and  thereby  avail  yourselves  of 
tbe  Information  which  led  me  lo  make  tham,  and 
which  I  would  wilh  pleasure  lay  before  you. 
Probably  my  reasons  for  nominating  Mr.  Fish- 
burn  may  tend  to  show  that  such  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, in  such  caee.i,  miglit  bb  useful.  I  will 
therefore  detail  lliem." 

He  then  proceeds  to  stale,  that  Colonel  Fish- 
burn  had  served  under  his  own  eye  with  reputa- 
tion as  an  otlicer  and  a  gentleman  ;  had  distlQ- 
guished  himself  at  the  storming  of  Stony  Point; 
lind  repeatedly  been  elected  lo  the  Assembly  of 
Georgia  as  a  representative  from  Chatham  County, 
in  which  Savannah  was  situated ;  had  been 
elected  by  the  officers  of  the  militia  of  thai  county 
Lieutenant-colonel  of  the  militia  of  the  district ) 
had  been  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  tha 
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Stale.  anJ  presiiieiit  of  ihe  same ;  hpid  been  ap- 
pointed hy  the  Council  to  an  office  wliicli  hi:  actu- 
ally held,  in  the  port  of  Saranoah,  nearly  similar 
to  that  for  which  Waaliingtun  liail  nominnled  him. 

"  It  appeared  tberetbre  lo  me,"  adds  Washing* 
Ion,  "  tiiat  Mr.  FishUurn  oiust  have  epjoyed  the 
confidence  of  the  militia  officere  in  order  lo  have 
been  elected  lo  a  military  rank  —  the  confidence 
of  the  freemen,  to  have  beeu  elected  to  Lbe  Aa- 
SBinbly  —  the  confidence  of  the  Assembly  lo  have 
been  »eltjcled  for  the  Council,  and  the  confidmce 
of  the  Council,  lo  have  been  appoiDteil  collector 
of  the  port  of  Savannah." 

We  give  this  letter  iti  some  detail,  na  relating  to 
the  only  instance  in  which  a  nomination  by  Wash- 
iagton  wad  rejected.  The  reasons  of  the  Senate 
for  rejecting  it  do  not  appear.  They  seem  to  have 
felt  his  rebuke,  for  the  nomination  last  made  by 
him  was  inBtontly  confirmed. 

While  yet  in  a  siale  of  convalescence,  Wash- 
ington received  intelligence  of  the  death  of  his 
mother.  The  event,  which  took  place  at  Freder- 
idtsbut^  in  Virginia,  on  the  2dth  of  August,  was 
not  tinexpected;  she  was  eighty-two  years  of  age, 
and  had  for  some  time  been  sinking  under  an  in- 
curable malady,  so  that  when  he  last  parted  with 
her  be  had  apprehended  that  it  was  a  final  sepa- 
ration. Still  he  was  deeply  aifected  by  the  in- 
telligence ;  consoling  hinieelf,  however,  with  the 
reduction  thai  "  Heaven  had  spared  her  to  an  age 
beyond  which  few  attain ;  had  favored  her  with 
tbe  full  enjoyment  of  her  mental  facultiea,  and  as 
much  bodily  health  as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of 
fouracore." 
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The  post  of  Secretary  of  the  Trea-sary  was  one 
of  &r  grealer  imporlHiiise  at  the  presenl  inoineiit. 
It  was  a  time  of  finitncial  exigency.  As  yet  no 
Btatisticftl  nccouut  of  the  country  had  beuu  at- 
tempted ;  its  fiscal  resources  were  wholly  uo- 
known ;  its  credit  was  alntMt  annihilated,  for  il 
was  obliged  to  borrow  money  even  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  ita  debts. 

We  have  already  quoted  the  language  held  by 
WashmgtOD  in  regard  to  this  state  of  things  be- 
fore he  bad  asguraed  the  direction  of  affairs.  "  My 
endeavors  shall  be  unremittingly  exerted,  even  at 
ibe  hazard  of  former  fame,  or  present  popularity, 
to  extricate  my  country  from  the  embarrassments 
io  which  it  is  entangled  through  want  of  credit." 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  and  to  carry  out 
these  views,  he  needed  an  able  and  zealous  coad* 
jntor  in  the  Treasury  Department;  one  equally 
eolidloua  with  himself  on  the  points  in  question, 
and  more  prepared  upon  them  by  financial  stud- 
ies and  investigations  than  he  could  pretend  to  be. 
Such  a  person  he  cnnsidered  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, whom  he  nominated  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  whose  <]ualifii»ilions  for  the  ofltcc 
were  so  well  understood  by  the  Senate  that  his . 
nomination  was  confirmed  on  the  same  day  on 
which  it  was  made. 

Within  a  few  dayB  after  Hamilton's  appoinlr 
meDt,  the  House  of  Representatives  (September 
21),  acting  upon  the  policy  so  ardently  desired 
by  Washington,  passed  a  resolution,  declaring 
their  opinion  of  the  high  importance  to  the  honor 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  that  an  ad- 
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TU  wm^CMBt  of  Ike  j 
KM  »me  at  ffuhJn^lia'i  t 
S7ik  of  Septeabar,  bo  wnta  ■ 
■  ~     '      \€t  XiiJ 

1  of  tka 

I&titad  StetM,aMl  wo«M  be  ^Uf  gratified  wiA 
bb  aooe|itHMa  of  that  ofioe.  Som  old  recaUea- 
lioM  «(  dn  eaiiqt  aad  of  tba  ead;  days  of  iho 
ReroLalkm,  amy  have  been  at  te  bottom  of  tlua 
good-will,  for  Bandog  had  joined  the  army  at 
Cambridge  m  1775,  and  actol  for  a  time  as  aide- 
de-camj)  la  Washington  in  place  of  Mtffin.  He 
bad  UDoe  gained  experience  in  legislatire  biud- 
BCM  at  member  of  Congnsss,  from  1779  to  178l!, 
governor  of  Vii^inia  in  1786,  and  delegate  to 
tlie  coarention  in  17S~.  In  ibe  diacu&sions  of 
that  celebn>l«il  boilj',  he  had  been  opposed  lo  » 
BiD^  executive,  professing  lo  diacem  in  the  imity 
of  that  power  the  *- foetus  of  monarch^r;"  and  pre- 
ferring an  execntjve  couBisting  of  tliree ;  whereas, 
in  the  opinion  of  others,  this  plural  ezecutiTa 
would  be  "  a  kind  of  Cerberus  with  three  he^ds." 
Like  JMadison,  he  had  disapproved  of  the  equality 
of  Huilrage  in  the  Seuale.  and  been,  moreover, 
of  opinion,  that  ihe  President  should  be  ineligi- 
ble to  office  al^r  a  given  number  of  years. 

IKMntiflfied  wiih  sume  of  the  provisions  of  tho 
CoiiBliliitinu  as  adopted,  he  had  refused  to  sign  it ; 
bat  had  afterwards  supported  it  in  the  State  Con- 
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▼ention  of  TirginU.  Ab  we  recollect  him  many 
yeara  anerwarda,  his  appearauce  and  address  were 
digntKed  and  [irepouessiug ;  he  had  an  espressive 
couutenance,  a  beaming  eye,  and  somewhat  of  (he 
0r«  rotunda  in  speaking.  Randolph  promptly 
accepted  ihe  nomination,  but  did  not  take  his 
nU  in  the  cabinet  nntil  some  months  after  Knos 
■nd  Hamilton. 

By  the  judical  system  established  for  ilie 
Federal  Government,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Stales  was  to  be  composed  of  a  chief  jus- 
Cice  and  five  associate  judges.  There  were  to  be 
district  courts  with  a  Judge  in  each  State,  and 
circuit  courts  held  by  an  associate  judge  and  a 
diatnct  judge.  John  Jay,  of  New  York,  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Chief  .luetice,  and  in 
a  letter  inclosing  his  commission,  Washington  ex- 
pressed  the  singular  pleasure  he  felt  in  addressing 
him  "as  the  head  of  that  department  which  must 
be  considered  as  the  keystone  of  our  political 
fabric" 

Jay's  assodate  judges  were,  John  RulJedge  of 
South  Carolina,  James  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
'William  Cushing  of  Massachusetts,  John  Blair 
of  Virginia,  and  James  Iredell  of  North  Carolina. 
Washington  had  originally  nominated  to  one  of 
tbe  judgeships  his  former  military  secretary,  Kob- 
ert  Uarrison,  iamiUarly  known  as  lAe  old  Seere- 
tary ;  but  he  preferred  the  office  of  chancellor 
of  Maryland,  recently  conferred  upon  him. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  Congress  adjourned 
lo  the  first  Monday  in  January,  after  an  arduous 
session,  iu  which  many  important  questions  had 
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beeo  diecusBed,  and  povere  organized  and  dis- 
tributeil.  The  actual  CoDgress  was  inrerior  in 
eloquence  and  ehiumg  Ulent  to  the  first  Congresa 
of  the  Revolution  ;  but  it  |)08seSBed  meti  n«ll 
fitted  for  the  momeiilouH  work  before  them; 
sober,  solid,  upright,  and  well  informed.  Au  ad- 
mirable barmouj  had  prevailed  between  the  I^- 
islature  and  the  executive,  and  the  utmost  de- 
corum had  reignc<I  over  the  public  dcliberationi. 

Fisher  Ames,  theu  a  young  man,  who  had 
acquired  a  brillinnt  reputation  in  Hassachuaetta 
by  the  eloquence  with  which  he  had  championed 
the  new  Constitution  in  tlie  convention  of  that 
im[Kirtant  State,  and  who  had  recently  been 
elected  to  Congress,  speaks  of  it  in  the  following 
tertQB :  "  I  liave  never  scon  au  assembly  where  so 
little  art  was  used.  If  Uiey  wish  to  carry  a 
point,  it  is  directly  declaml  and  justified.  Its 
merits  and  defects  are  plainly  stated,  not  without 
sophistry  and  prejudice,  but  without  manage- 
ment. ....  There  is  no  intrigue,  no  cau- 
cusing, little  of  clauning  together,  little  asperity 
in  debate,  or  persouol  bittemess  out  of  the 
Honse." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  DtpirtmoDt  of  Sum  still  wilhout  a  Head.  —  Skelc!)  of 
JefliiTWHi'i  Chsracler  tnd  Opinions —  Deeply  Inimemcd  in 
Franch  Polilics  (t  Paris.  —  Gouvemeur  Morris  Abron(!. — 
Condut  of  his  luil  Jefferson's  viem  of  Ihe  French  Crisis. 
—  Netrt  of  the  Fnacb  Reialntiea  in  Americi.  —  Popular 
EieiteiDeat.  —  WaahiDgloD's  Cautious  Opinion  un  the  Snb- 
ject.  —  Hamilton's  Apprehensive  View.  —  .JeSenoa  offered 
a  Place  in  the  Cabinet  at  SecreUry  of  Slate. 

[HE  cabinet  w«s  still  incotnplete,  the  <le- 
partcneat  of  foreign  affairs,  or  rather  of 
Stato,  aa  it  waa  now  called,  was  yet  to 
be  supplied  with  a  heail.  John  Jay  would  have 
Teccired  the  notniiialioti  had  he  not  preferred  tlie 
bench.  Washington  nest  thought  of  Thomas 
Jeflerson,  who  had  bo  long  HUed  the  poet  of  min- 
ieter  plenipotentinry  at  tlie  Court  of  Versailles, 
bat  bad  recently  Eolici(«H]  and  obtained  permission 
to  retum,  for  a  few  months,  to  the  United  States 
for  ihe  purpose  of  placing  his  children  atnong 
their  friends  in  their  native  country,  aud  of  ar* 
nioging  his  private  affairs,  which  had  suffered 
from  his  protrncted  a])sence.  And  here  we  will 
venture  a  few  particulars  concerning  this  eminent 
SUlesinan,  introductory  to  the  important  iiitlueuce 
he  was  to  exercise  on  national  affairs. 

His  political  principles  as  a  democratic  repub- 
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limn,  hod  been  aTowe^I  at  aa  carlr  date  in  his 
diull  of  the  Dtclaraiioii  of  IndcpetiileDi^e,  and 
Guliseqiic'iitlj  ID  the  successful  war  which  he 
made  u)Min  the  old  cnvalier  tradiiJona  of  his  nai- 
tifa  St8t«,  its  laws  of  eiil^tils  and  priniogeDiture, 
aud  ilA  oliorch  eeiahlisliment — a  war  which  broke 
down  ihe  hereditary  fortunes  and  hereditary  fam- 
ilies, and  put  an  end  to  the  lieredJtary  uiatxicnucy 
of  the  Aneient  Dominion. 

Bei[ig  sent  to  PnriB  aa  minister  [ilenipotentiarjr 
a  year  or  two  after  the  peace,  he  arrived  there,  m 
he  sa^  "  when  the  American  Bevolutlon  eecmed 
tu  hnvo  nwAkeiied  the  tliiiiking  part  of  the  French 
nation  from  the  sleep  of  despuiism  iu  wliich  they 
had  been  sunk." 

Carrying  with  him  his  republican  principles 
and  zeal,  his  house  became  ihe  resort  of  Lafay- 
ette and  others  of  the  French  officers  who  bad 
served  in  the  American  Revolution.  They  were 
mostly,  he  s^d,  young  men  little  shackled  by 
habits  and  prejudices,  and  had  come  back  with 
new  ideas  and  new  impressions  which  began  to 
be  disseminated  by  the  press  and  in  conversation. 
Politics  became  the  tbeme  of  ail  societies,  male 
and  female,  and  a  very  extensive  and  Kcnlous 
party  was  formed  which  acquired  the  appellation 
of  the  Patriot  Parly,  who,  sensible  of  the  abuses 
of  the  government  under  which  they  lived,  sighed 
for  occasions  of  reforming  iL  This  parly,  writes 
JefiersoD,  "  comprehended  all  the  honesty  of  the 
kingdom  sufficiently  at  leisure  to  think,  the  men 
of  letters,  the  easy  bourgeois,  the  young  nohility, 
partly  from  reflection,  partly  from  the  mode  ;  for 
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iheae  seutimetjrg  bei.'Hme  matter  of  mode,  and,  m 
such,  united  most  of  tlie  yoiitig  wometi  lo  tlie 
pBny- 

By  this  party  Jefitrsoa  waa  considered  bigb 
authority  from  his  republican  principleg  and  l-x* 
perience.  and  hia  advice  waa  coutiimally  soug;lit 
in  tlie  great  eEfDrl  for  political  reform  which  whb 
daily  growiog  stronger  and  stronger.  His  ab- 
sence ill  Europe  bad  prevented  his  taking  part  in 
the  di'Imtes  on  the  new  Corislitation,  but  he  bud 
exerciRed  bin  influence  tbrough  bia  correapoiid- 
enoe.  "  I  exprei^sed  freely,"  writes  he,  •'  in  let- 
len  to  my  frienila,  and  most  particularly  to  Mr. 
Madi«>n  and  General  Washington,  my  approba- 
tioDs  and  objections." '  What  those  appruba- 
liona  and  objections  were  appears  by  the  follow- 
ing cilAlions,  wbich  are  important  to  be  kept  in 
mind  ae  illustrating  his  aOer  conduct :  — 

"  1  approvtid,  from  llie  first  moment,  of  the  great 
Diaes  of  what  is  in  the  new  Congtitulion,  tbe 
cousoIidHtion  of  the  government,  the  organization 
into  executive,  legislative,  and  judiciary ;  the  sub- 
division of  tbe  legislature,  tbe  happy  compTOmise 
of  the  interests  between  the  great  and  little 
StutM,  by  the  difierent  manner  of  voting  in  the 
different  Houses,  tbe  voting  by  persons  instead 
of  States,  the  qualified  negative  on  laws  given  to 
the  executive,  which,  however,  I  should  have 
liked  belteif  if  associated  with  the  judiciary  also, 
as  in  New  Yoi'k,find  the  power  of  taxation  :  what 
I  disapproved  from  the  first  moment,  was  the 
want  of  a  Bill  of  Rights  to  guard  liberty  against 
'  Autobiography,  ll'mti,  i.  T'J. 
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the  legislHtivti  as  well  aa  itgtiinst  the  executive 
bmnclies  of  the  goTernincut ;  that  is  to  say,  to 
secure  freedom  of  religion,  freedam  of  tfae  press, 
freedom  from  monopolies,  freeiloin  from  itnlHwrul 
imprisonment,  freeiloin  from  a  permniient  mili- 
inry.  and  a  trial  by  jury  in  all  cases  delermiii- 
nble  by  ibe  laws  of  the  lanil." 

What  he  greatly  objected  lo  was  the  perpetual 
rceligibilily  of  tlie  PresideoL  "This,  I  fear," 
snid  lie,  "  will  make  thai  an  otEce  for  life,  first, 
and  tlien  hereditary.  I  was  much  au  enemy  to 
monarchies  before  I  came  to  Europe,  and  am  ten 
thousand  times  more  so  since  I  have  seen  whiit 
they  are.  There  is  scarcely  an  evil  known  in 
these  countries  which  may  not  be  traced  lo  ifasir 
hing  as  its  nource,  nor  a  good  which  is  not  de- 
rived from  the  small  libre-s  of  republicanism  ex- 
isting among  them.  I  can  further  say,  with  safety, 
there  is  not  a  crowned  head  in  Europe  whose 
talents  or  merits  would  entitle  him  to  be  elected 
a  vestryman  by  the  people  of  any  parish  in 
America."^ 

In  short,  such  a  horror  had  he  imbibed  of 
kingly  rule,  that,  iu  a  familiar  letter  to  Colonel 
Humphreys,  who  had  been  his  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation, ho  gives  it  as  the  duty  of  our  young  re- 
public "  to  besiege  the  throne  of  heaven  with 
eternal  prayers  to  extirpnt*  from  creation  this 
class  of  human  lions,  tigers,  and  mammoths,  called 
kings,  from  whom,  let  him  perish  who  does  doI 
say,  '  Good  Lord,  deliver  us  1 '  " 

Jefferson's  political  fervor  occftsionally  tended 

1  Letter  to  Wubinglon  Hay  a,  1TB3.      Workt  W.  ST6. 
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lo  esaltalioD,  but  il  whs  genuine.  lu  bia  excited 
sule  he  regarded  with  quick  suspicion  everyiliiug 
in  hia  own  country  that  appeareii  lo  him  to  huve 
«  regal  tendency.  His  aeDsitiveness  hod  been 
awakened  by  the  debnles  in  Cuugress  aa  to  the 
title  lo  be  given  to  [be  President,  whether  or  not 
he  shbulil  be  addressed  h3  His  Highness ;  nnd 
had  been  relieved  by  tlie  decision  thai  he  was  to 
have  no  title  but  that  of  office,  namely,  President 
of  the  UnitiK]  States.  "  I  hope,"  said  Jetfereon, 
"  ibe  terms  of  Excellency,  Honor,  Worship,  Es- 
qiure,  forever  disappear  from  among  us  from 
that  moment.  I  wish  iliat  of  Mr.  would  follow 
Ibem." ' 

With  regard  to  the  reeligibiliiy  of  the  Presi- 
dent, his  unxiuty  was  quieted  for  the  present,  by 
the  elevation  of  Washington  to  the  presidential 
chair.  "  Since  the  thing  [reeligibility]  is  estab- 
Ushed,"  writes  he,  "I  would  wish  it  not  to  bo 
altered  during  the  lifetime  of  uur  great  leader, 
whose  executive  taleula  are  superior  to  thoiie,  I 
believe,  of  any  man  in  the  world,  and  who.  alone, 
by  the  authority  of  his  mime,  and  (he  eonfidenee 
reposed  iu  his  perfect  integrity,  is  fully  qualified 
lo  pot  the  new  government  bo  under  way  as  to 
secure  it  against  the  efforts  of  opposition.  But, 
having  derived  from  our  error  all  the  good  there 
was  in  it,  I  hope  we  shall  correct  it  the  moment 
we  can  no  longer  have  the  same  name  at  the 
helm."  = 

Jefferson,  nt  ibe  time  of  which  we  are  speak- 
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ing,  was,  as  we  have  shown,  deeply  iminersed  in 
French  poliiics  ud<1  iiilercsied  iu  ibe  success  of 
ihe  "  Patriot  Purty,"  in  ita  efforts  to  reform  the 
country.  His  dispatches  tu  govern meut  all  proved 
how  strongly  he  W8s  on  the  side  of  ihn  people. 
"  He  considered  a  successful  refiirnialioa  iu  France 
as  insuring  a  general  rerormatiou  throughout  Eu- 
rope, and  the  resurrection  to  a  new  life  of  their 
people  HOW  ground  to  dust  by  the  abuses  of  thi; 
governing  powers." 

Gouvunieur  Morris,  who  was  at  that  lime  in 
Paris  on  privnto  business,  gives  n  different  view 
of  the  slate  of  things  produced  by  the  Piiiriot 
party.  Morris  had  arrived  in  Paris  ou  the  3d 
of  February,  1769,  furn'ished  by  Washiugtou 
with  letters  of  introduction  to  persons  in  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Holland.  His  brilliant  taleuta, 
ready  conversational  powers,  easy  confidence  in 
society,  and  striking  arlsiocralical  appearance,  hud 
given  him  great  currency,  especially  in  Ihe  court 
party  and  among  the  ancient  nubility,  in  which  di- 
rection his  tastes  most  inclhied.  He  had  renewed 
his  intimacy  with  Lafayette,  whom  he  found  "  full 
of  politics,"  but  "  too  republicaa  for  ihe  genius  of 
his  country." 

In  a  letter  to  the  French  Minister,  residing  in 
New  York,  Morris  writes  on  the  23d  of  Febrtiary, 
1789  :  "  Tour  nation  is  now  in  a  most  important 
crisis,  and  the  great  question  —  shall  we  hereafter 
have  a  constitution,  or  shall  will  continue  to  be 
law — employs  every  mind  and  agitates  every 
heart  in  France.  Even  vohiptuousuess  itself  rises 
from  its  couch  of  roses  and  looks  anxiously  abroad 
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Bt  tlie  busy  scene  to  wluuli  nolliing  can  dow  be 
■DcliflereuL 

"  Your  noblea,  your  clergy,  your  people,  are  all 
in  motion  for  tbe  electious.  A  spirit  which  has 
been  dormant  for  generations  starts  up  and  Btares 
about,  ignoraut  of  the  means  of  oblaiuing,  but 
ardently  ilesiroua  to  poascM  its  object — conse- 
quently active,  eucrgelic,  easily  led,  but  also  easily, 
too  eaaily,  misled.  Such  is  the  iristiuclive  love 
of  freedom  which  now  grows  worm  in  the  bosom 
of  your  country." 

AVhen  ihe  kiug  was  ooastraiued  by  the  popular 
voice  to  tonreue  the  Stales  General  at  Versnilles 
for  ilie  purpose  of  discussing  measures  of  reform, 
JdTersou  was  a  constant  attendant  upon  the  de- 
butes of  that  body.  '■  I  was  much  acquainted 
with  the  leading  patriots  of  the  Assembly,"  writes 
be, ''  being  from  a  country  which  bud  successfully 
passed  through  bimilsr  reform  ;  ihey  were  disposed 
to  tnj  aoquaiiitauce  aud  bad  some  confidence  in 
IDC.  I  urged  most  sti'euuously  an  immediate  com- 
promise to  secure  wbst  the  government  was  now 
ready  lo  yield,  aud  trust  lo  future  occasiotis  for 
what  might  still  be  wauting," 

The  "leading  patriots"  here  spoken  of,  were 
chiefly  the  deputies  from  Briitony,  who,  with 
others,  formed  an  association  called  the  Breton 
Cnb,  to  watch  the  maitei's  debated  in  Parliament 
and  sliape  the  course  of  affairs. 

Morris,  speaking  of  Jefferson  at  this  juncture, 
observes,  "  He  aud  I  differ  in  our  system  of 
poliiiis.  He,  with  all  the  leaders  of  liberty  here 
ia  desirous  of  auuihilating    distinctions  of  order. 
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Rochambeau,  observes :  "  I  ntn  persuaded  I  ex- 
pre.is  llie  sentiments  of  my  fellow-ci likens,  when 
I  olfer  au  earnest  prajer  that  it  may  termiiinle  in 
tlie  permnnent  lianor  and  Iiuppincss  of  your  govern- 
ment and  people." 

But,  in  a  reply  of  the  same  date  (13tii  October) 
to  Gouverneur  Morris,  he  shows  that  bis  cireiim- 
spect  and  CAUtioua  spirit  was  not  to  be  hurijed 
away  by  popular  excitement.  "  Tlie  revolution 
wliicb  lias  been  effected  in  France,"  writes  be, 
"  is  of  BO  wonderful  a  natui-e,  that  the  mind  can 
hardly  realize  the  fncL  If  it  euds  as  our  luiit  ac- 
counts to  the  lac  of  August  predict,  that  natioo 
will  be  the  must  powerful  and  happy  in  Europe  ; 
but  I  fear,  though  it  has  gone  triumphantly  through 
the  iirst  paroxysm,  it  is  not  the  Iu.''t  it  tins  to  eu- 
countor  before  mailers  are  fimdiy  tiellled.  In  a 
word,  the  rvvotutiou  is  of  too  great  a  magnitude 
to  be  effected  in  so  short  a  apace,  and  with  the 
loes  of  so  little  blood.  Tlie  morLiflcation  of  the 
king,  the  intrigues  of  the  queen,  nod  the  disconlcut 
of  the  princes  aud  noblesse,  will  foment  divisions, 
if  possible,  in  the  National  Assembly ;  and  they 
will,  iinquesiionably,  avail  themselves  of  every 
faux  put  in  the  formation  of  the  coustitulion,  if 
they  do  not  give  a  more  open,  active  opposition. 
In  addition  to  these,  tlie  licentiousness  of  the 
people  ou  one  hand,  and  sauguiuary  punishments 
on  the  other,  will  alarm  the  best  disposed  friends 
to  ilie  measure,  and  contribute  not  a  liiile  to  tlie 
overthrow  of  Ihek-  object.  Great  temperance, 
firmness,  and  foresight  are  necessary  in  the  move- 
meuts  of  that  body.     To    forbear  running  from 
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oae  extreme  to  nnolber,  is  no  easy  roatlcr :  and 
should  ihis  be  ihe  na^e.  racks  and  shelve.'*,  not 
TidiMe  Bt  present,  may  wreck  the  vcsm!  und  give 
A  higher-toDed  deBpotism  than  the  one  nhicb 
existed  before."  ^ 

Hamilton,  loo,  regarded  the  receot  eyenla  in 
France  with  ti  mixture  of  pleasare  and  ajjpre- 
henaioa.  In  a  letter  to  Lafayette  he  writes :  "  As 
a  EHetid  to  maDkintl  aud  tn  liberty,  I  rejoit.'e  iu 
ibe  effbrts  wliich  yoii  are  making  to  esLiblish  it, 
while  1  fear  much  fur  the  final  success  of  the  al- 
lempta,  for  the  6iie  of  those  who  are  engaged  in 
it,  and  for  the  danger,  iu  raise  of  Hucceas,  of  inno- 
TatioiiA  greater  than  will  coasiEt  with  the    real 

fclidty  of  your  nation I  dread  <lUa- 

greemeiits  among  those  who  are  uow  united,  about 
the  nature  of  your  constitution ;  I  dread  the  ve- 
hement character  of  your  people,  whom,  I  fear, 
you  may  find  it  more  easy  to  bring  on,  than  to 
keep  within  proper  bounds  afier  you  have  put 
them  in  motion.  I  dread  the  inleresteil  refracto- 
riness of  your  nobles,  who  cannot  all  be  gratified, 
und  who  may  tie  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  requi- 
aite  sacrifices.  And  I  dread  the  reveries  of  your 
philosophic  politiinans,  who  appear  in  the  moment 
to  have  great  influence,  and  who,  bebg  mere 
specnlntist«.  may  aim  at  more  refiiiemenl  than 
euitH  either  with  hum.in  nalure  or  the  oomposiijon 
of  your  nation."  ^ 

The  opposit«  views  and  feelings  of  Hamilton 
and  Jefiersou,  with  regard  (o  the  French  revola- 
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tion,  are  ike  more  lutereKUag,  as  these  emineDt 
UtttesmeD  were  mod  Io  be  brought  Emx  to  bee  in 
the  csitnnet,  the  ptdicy  of  whkh  would  be  greatl; 
iuflaenced  by  Freocb  afiain ;  for  U  was  at  this 
time  chat  Washingtou  wroie  la  JeSereoa,  oflering 
him  the  ^tualion  of  Secretary  of  State,  hat  Ew- 
bearing  to  ODmiiuiU!  a  succ«3$or  to  his  post  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles,  uatil  be  should  he  infonnei) 
of  bis  determioatioD. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Waihlngton'i  .Inumcy  ibraugli  the  E*atum  SlatrE.  —  Jobn 
Hueock.  —  Cluliln^  betHecn  tfae  CivlJ  >di1  Uunici|wl  Ad- 
tharilka  oo  Ihu  Prmidenfa  Entry  into  Boston —  A  Contest 
of  Eliqortle.  —  Wnsliinifton'i  Account  of  bis  Eutr;.  —  tlia 
RccspllDu.—  A  new  PouctiUo- —  Addreu  of  the  Cincianali 
SiKicij-.  -  Keturu  to  New  York. 

JT  tbe  time  of  wriling  Uie  letwr  lo  Jef- 
ferson, glTeriiig  him  [he  Department  of 
Slate,  Waafaiugton  wns  on  the  eve  of  a 
joiiniey  llirough  the  Eastorn  States,  with  a  view, 
tis  be  said,  to  oli.°erve  the  situation  of  the 
coiuilry,  md  with  a  hope  of  perfectly  reestablish- 
ing bis  health,  which  a  series  of  indisposidoaa 
hail  mn(^b  impaired.  Having  miide  all  his  ar- 
rangemente,  and  luft  the  papers  appertaining  to 
the  office  of  Foreign  Affairs  under  tlie  temporary 
saperiutendence  of  Mr.  Jay,  he  set  oat  from  New 
York  on  the  lotli  of  October,  travelling  in  his 
carriitge  with  four  horses,  and  accompanied  by  his 
official  secretary,  Major  Juckson,  and  his  private 
eei^reiary,  Mr.  Lear.  Though  averse  from  pub- 
lic parade,  he  could  not  but  be  deeply  affected 
and  gratified  at  every  step  by  the  mauifestutioris 
of  a  people's  love.  Wherever  he  came,  all  laijor 
was  sus{>ended ;  business  neglected.  The  IkIIs 
wei^  rung,  the  guns  were  fired :  there  were  civic 
processioDB  and  military  parades,  and  triumphal 
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arcbes,  uiid  all  classes  poured  forth  to  testify,  in 
every  possible  manner,  their  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion for  the  man  whom  ihey  hailed  as  tlie  Father 
of  Ilia  country  ;  aud  well  did  his  noble  stature,  liis 
diguified  demeanor,  his  matured  years,  and  his 
benevolent  aspect,  suit  that  venerable  appellation. 
Oil  the  22d,  just  after  entering  Massachusetts, 
he  was  met  by  an  express  from  the  governor  of 
the  State  (the  Hon.  John  Hancock),  inviting  him 
to  make  his  quarters  at  bis  house  while  he  should 
remain  in  Boston,  and  announciog  to  him  that  be 
had  issued  orders  for  proper  escorts  to  attend  bim, 
and  that  the  troops  with  the  gentlemen  of  the 
council  would  receive  liim  at  Cambridge  and  wMt 

Washington,  in  a  courteous  reply,  declined  the 
governor's  invitalioD  to  his  residence,  baving  re- 
solved, he  said,  on  letiving  New  York,  to  accept 
of  no  invitations  of  ihe  kind  while  on  his  jour- 
ney, through  un  unwilluigness  to  give  trouble  to 
private  Eamilies.  He  bud  acuonlingty  instructed 
a  friend  to  engage  lodgings  for  him  during  his 
stay  in  Boston.  He  was  highly  sensible,  be  ob- 
served, of  the  honors  intended  him  i  but,  could 
Ids  wishes  prevul,  he  would  desire  to  visit  the 
metropolis  without  any  parade  or  extraordinary 
ceremony.  It  was  never  Wasldnglon's  good  for- 
tune, on  occasions  of  the  kind,  to  have  his  modest 
inclinations  consulted ;  in  the  present  instanco 
they  were  little  in  accord  with  the  habila  and  no- 
tions of  the  governor,  who,  accustomed  to  611 
public  stations  and  preside  at  public  assemblies, 
which  he  did  with  the  pnnotilio  of  the  old  school, 
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was  strictly  obseri*»nt  of  everjlhing  appertaining 
to  official  rank  aud  digaity.  Governor  Hanuuck 
vnis  now  about  fifiy-two  years  of  age,  tall  and 
thin,  of  a  commanding  deportmcDt  and  graceful 
manner,  though  stooping  a  little  and  much  af- 
tiicied  with  the  gouL  He  waa  really  hos|>itable, 
which  bis  ample  wealth  enabled  htm  to  be,  and 
was  no  doubt  desirous  of  having  Washington  as  a. 
guesl  Qoder  his  roof,  but  resolved,  at  all  events, 
to  give  him  a  signal  reception  as  the  guest  of  the 
Stale  over  which  he  presided.  Now  it  so  hiip- 
peoeil  that  the  "select  men,"  or  municipal  au- 
thorities of  Boston,  had  also  mode  arrangements 
tor  receiving  the  President  in  their  civic  domain. 
Rod  ill  so  doing  had  proceeded  without  consulting 
the  governor;  as  might  have  l>eea  expected,  some 
dashing  of  rival  plans  was  the  resulL 

In  pursuance  of  the  governor's  arrnugemeut, 
the  militia,  with  General  Brooks  at  their  head, 
and  &Ir.  Samnel  Adams,  the  lieutenant  governor, 
U  the  head  of  the  e»ecutive  council,  met  Wash- 
inglon  at  Cambridge,  and  escorted  hini  with  great 
ceremony  la  town.  Being  arrived  at  the  grand  en- 
trance, which  is  over  what  is  called  "  The  Neck," 
the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  executive 
council  were  brought  to  a  sudden  halt  by  observ- 
ing the  municipal  authorities  drawn  up  in  their 
carriagei>,  in  format  array,  to  pay  civic  honors  to 
the  city's  guest  Here  ensued  a  great  question 
of  etiqnette.  The  executive  coimcil  insisted  on 
the  right  of  the  governor,  as  chief  of  the  State, 
to  receive  and  welcome  its  guest,  at  the  e 
of  its  capital.     "He  should  have  met  him  a 
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bonndary  of  the  State  over  which  he  presides," 
replied  the  others ;  "  and  there  have  weleomed 
him  to  the  hoapi  tali  ties  of  the  common  wealth. 
When  die  President  is  about  to  enl«r  the  town,  it 
is  the  delegated  right  of  the  municipal  aul/ioritiei 
thereof  to  receive  and  bid  hira  welcome." 

The  contending  parties  remained  drnwn  up 
resolutely  in  their  carriages,  while  aides-de-camp 
and  marshals  were  posting  to  and  fro  between 
them,  carrying  on  a  kind  of  diplomatic  parley. 

lu  the  mean  time  the  President,  and  Major 
Jackson,  his  secretary,  had  mounted  on  horseback, 
and  were  wmting  on  the  Neck  to  be  condui'tet] 
into  the  town.  The  day  was  nnnsually  cold  aud 
murky.  Washington  became  chilled  and  impa- 
tient, and  when  informed  of  the  cause  of  the  de- 
tention, "Is  there  no  other  avenue  into  the  town?" 
demanded  he  of  Major  Jackson.  He  was,  in  fact, 
on  the  point  of  wheeling  about,  when  word  was 
brought  that  the  controversy  was  over,  and  that 
he  wonid  be  received  by  the  municipal  anthoritJes. 

We  give  his  own  account  of  the  succeeding 
part  of  the  ceremony.  "  At  the  entrance,  I  was 
welcomed  by  the  select  men  in  a  body.  Then 
following  the  lieutenant  governor  and  council  in 
the  order  we  came  from  Cambridge  (pre^ieded 
by  the  town  corps,  very  handsomely  dressed),  we 
passed  through  ihe  citizens,  classed  in  tlieir  dif- 
ferent professions,  and  under  their  own  banners, 
till  we  came  to  the  State-honse." 

The  streets,  the  doors,  the  windows,  the  house- 
tops, were  crowded  with  well-dressed  people  of 
both  sexes.     "  He  was  on  horseback,"  says  an 
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observer,  "  dressed  in  his  oM  Contint 
with  Ilia  hai  ofF.  He  (!i<J  not  bow  [i 
(on  as  he  pxased,  but  snt  on  liis  hor 
calm,  digoiiieil  air.  He  dlsmoimt^vl  at  ilie  Old 
Stnte-liauEe,  now  City  Hall,'  and  came  out  on  a 
temporary  bnlcoiiy  at  ihe  west  end ;  a  long  pro- 
oCKion  piuaed  before  him,  whose  Bxlntations  lie 
oocasioaally  returned.  These  and  other  cereino- 
DJals  being  over,  the  lieutenant  governor  and 
oaaiidl.  acoom|)nniei]  by  ihe  Vice  President,  con- 
ducted Wnshingtoit  to  his  Imigings.  where  they 
took  leave  of  him."  And  nov  he  is  doomed  to 
the  annoyance  of  the  new  question  of  elii|uett«. 
He  had  previously  accepted  the  inviliition  of 
Governor  Hancock  lo  an  informal  dinner,  but  had 
expected  that  that  functionary  would  wait  upon 
him  as  soon  as  he  should  arrive  ;  inateiul  of  which 
be  receive!]  a  meamige  from  him.  plendiiig  that  he 
was  too  much  indisposed  lo  do  so.  Wai<hin£ton 
diatnisled  the  sincerity  of  the  apiilogy.  He  had 
been  given  to  understand  that>tlie  governor  wished 
to  evade  paying  the  first  visit,  conceiving  ihnl,  as 
governor  of  a  Slate,  and  within  the  bounds  of 
that  Stale,  the  point  of  etiquette  made  it  proper 
that  he  should  receive  the  first  visit,  even  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  Washington 
determineil  (o  resist  this  pretension :  he  therefore 
excused  himself  from  the  informal  dinner,  and 
dined  at  his  lodgings,  where  Ihe  Vice  Pre/iident 
favored  him  with  his  company. 
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of  etiqiintte,  and  sent  "his  best  respects  to  the 
Preaidciit,"  iurormiiig  lum  xhaX,  \T  at  honie  and  at 
leisDre,  he  would  do  himself  the  honor  to  viwt 
him  ID  half  an  hour,  intimating  thai  be  would 
hare  dcioe  it  sootier,  Iiad  Ills  heallli  permitted, 
nad  lliat  it  was  not  without  hazard  to  his  liptihli 
be  did  it  now. 

The  following  wits  Washington's  reply,  the  Inst 
sentence  of  wliich  almost  savors  of  irony :  — 

■■  SunDAT.  36lh  Oelober,  1  o'clock. 

"  The  President  of  the  United  States  presenta 
his  best  reapticta  lo  the  Governor,  aud  has  the 
honor  lo  inrorm  htm  that  he  shall  be  home  till 
two  o'clock. 

"  The  President  need  not  express  tlie  pleiisure 
it  will  ^ve  him  to  sec  the  Governor  ;  but  at  the 
same  time,  he  most  earnestly  begs  that  the  Gov- 
ernor will  not  hazard  his  health  on  the  ocCBsioD." 

From  Washington's  diary  we  find  that  the 
governor  found  sireugth  enough  to  pay  the  lit- 
igated visit  within  the  specified  time  —  thou^, 
acconlitig  to  one  aathoriiy.  he  went  enveloped  iu 
red  biiize  and  was  borne,  in  the  arms  of  servants, 
into  the  house.' 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  barm  resulted  from 
the  haxiird  to  which  the  governor  exposed  him- 
self. At  all  events,  the  hydra  Etiquette  was 
silenced  and  everything  went  on  pleasHnily  and 
decorously  throughout  the  remainder  of  Washing* 
ton's  sojourn  in  Boston. 

1  Suliiv»ji'»  LtllcTi  im  PMie  t*o™c(«-i,  p.  15. 
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Tnrioua  addresses  were  made  to  him  in  the 
coarse  of  hts  viBit,  bnl  none  that  I'eHclied  hia 
heart  more  directly  than  that  of  liis  old  compau- 
ions  ia  arma,  tlie  Cincinnati  Society  of  Massn- 
diiutetts,  who  hftiled  him  aa  "  their  glorious  lender 
ID  war,  their  illuatrious  exnmpte  in  iiettce." 

"  Dear,  indeed,"  aaid  he,  in  reply,  "  is  the  oc- 
casion which  resiorea  an  iutercourae  with  my  h-s- 
eociates  in  prosperous  and  adverse  fortune  -,  miA 
enliaiiced  ar«  the  triuinplis  of  peace  participnted 
mill  those  whoae  virtue  and  valor  eo  Inrguly  con- 
tributed to  procure  them.  To  that  virtue  and 
TMlor  your  country  has  confessed  her  obligations. 
Be  mine  the  grateful  task  to  add  to  the  tesliniuny 
of  s  connection  which  it  was  my  pride  to  own  in 
the  fieh],  nnd  is  now  my  happiness  to  acknowl- 
edge in  (lie  enjoyments  of  peace  ntid  freiidum." 

Afler  remaining  in  Boston  for  a  wei-'k,  ft-led  in 
the  most  hospitable  mHiiiier,  he  nppoinlud  eight 
o'clock,  on  Thursday  the  29th,  for  his  departure. 
The  fippointed  time  arrived,  but  not  the  escort ; 
whereupon,  punclunl  himself,  and  fearing,  perhaps, 
to  be  detained  by  some  uew  question  of  etiquette, 
be  departed  without  them,  and  was  overtaken  by 
them  on  the  road. 

Hia  journey  eastward  terminnltid  at  Porla- 
mouth,  whence  he  turned  his  face  homeward  by 
B  middle  route  through  the  interior  of  the  c 
to  Hartford,  and  thence  to  New  York,  whe 
urrived  between  two  and  three  o'clock  o 
1 3lb  of  November. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

■  TnnbaU.  —  U0<>«j;b  W  Wuhinglon  bum  La- 
-Jaflenon'i  EmbirkBIiuu  fbr  Ainrrii'iL  —  Wuli' 
(warda  tuj  CommiMtoo  w  Stmliuj  of  Stale  ~ 


SOT  long  after  Washiiigttm's  return  from 
eastern  tonr.  Colonel  John  Trumbull, 

J  liis  aiilc-de-camp  in  former  days,  now  an 

hiiiturioil  pniuier  of  emineoce,  arrived  fram  Eu- 
rope, where  lie  IiikI  been  successfully  proseuutjug 
his  ari  and  preparing  for  his  grand  pictures,  il' 
trative  of  our  revolutionary  history.  At  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's house  in  Paris,  he  had  been  enabled  lo 
Bkelcb  from  the  life  the  portraits  of  sevoml  of  the 
French  ollii%rs  who  had  Xmeu  present  ut  the  cap- 
ture of  Coniwallis.  and  trere  non  among 
popular  agitators  of  France.  He  had  renewed 
his  military  aeijuaiutance  with  Lafayette :  wii>- 
nessed  tlie  outbreak  of  the  revolutiou  ;  the  storm- 
ing of  tlie  Baatile ;  aud  attended  the  ninniuis  o 
one  occasion,  when  the  latter  succeeded  in  calm- 
ing tlie  riotous  excesses  of  h  mob,  principdlljr 
workmen,  in  the  Faulwurg  St  Anioine. 

Trumhull  brought  uu  especial  message  from 
i4ifayL'tle.  The  marquis  hud  been  anxious  that 
\V*ashing[ou  should  know  the  stale  of  ufiaira  i 
FtMicv,  uiid  the  progress  aud  prospects  of  the  tno- 


meDtouB  cause  in  which  lie  wm  engaged,  but,  in 
Uu  linny  of  occupation,  liad  not  ume  to  write 
with  the  necessary  ileUiJ :  finding,  howKver,  Uiat 
Tnirnbull  wns  soon  to  depart  for  the  United 
Suti^he  iiivii«(l  him  to  breiiltrust  with  him  at  an 
earlj'  hour  and  alone,  for  the  cTpresB  purpose  of 
explaining  matters  to  him  frankly  and  fuliy,  to  be 
comnimiicuteil  by  him  to  Washington,  immediately 
on  bis  arrival  in  America. 

We  give  the  colonel's  report  of  Lafayetio's 
oonvcrsatJon,  as  he  ba^  recordetl  it  iu  big  autobi- 
e^raphy. 

"  You  have  witnessed  the  surCice  of  thingB," 
said  the  nurijiiis ;  "  it  is  for  nio  to  explain  tlie  in- 
venoVt  The  object  which  is  aimed  at  by  the  Uuke 
de  Rocbefbucaulil,  SI.  Condorcet,  myaelf,  and  some 
others,  who  consider  ourselves  leaders,  is  to  ob- 
tain from  France  a  constitution  nearly  resembling 
that  of  England,  which  we  regard  as  the  most 
perfect  mode)  of  government  hitherto  known.  To 
Mccumplish  this,  it  is  necessary  to  diminish,  very 
esseutially.  tJte  [lOwer  of  tlie  king :  but  our  object 
is  w  retain  the  throne,  in  great  majesty,  as  the 
first  branch  of  the  legislative  power,  but  retrench- 
ing its  executive  power  in  one  point,  which, 
tliough  very  important  in  the  British  crown,  we 
tbiuk  is  needless  here.  The  peerage  of  France 
is  already  so  numerous,  that  we  would  take  from 
our  king  the  right  of  creating  new  peers,  except  in 
cases  where  nld  fiunilies  may  become  extinct.  To 
all  this,  the  king  (who  is  one  of  ihe  Ivest  of  men, 
and  sincerely  desirous  of  the  happiness  of  his 
people)  most  freely  and  cordially  consents. 
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"  We  irisk  *  Howe  of  Pten  with  pow«»  of 
legttbiiaci  smilar  to  tlttt  of  Ei^bnd,  restricted 
m  nnmber  lo  one  Inrndred  OMMiten,  lo  be  elected   y 
by  the  whole  body  fran  amaag  ibemidvaa,  m  the    I 
•ame  moBer  M  Ae  Seotek  peers  are  IB  tlw  Brit-   ' 
iafa  ParlkmenL  ....    We  wisli,  as  die  ihiid  I 
Inncfa  of  dn  k^Uatm  bod^.  a  Hmwe  of  Rep-   J 
rewamtirea,  eteata  by  the  great  body  of  ihe  peo-    i 
pie  from  among  themaetres.  by  sach  a  ratio  aa 
shaD  not  make  the  Hoom  too  nnineroas ;  and  this 
brandi  of  oar  project  meets  imamtiions  applause. 
.     .     .     .    Unh^ifHlj,  there  is  oae  poweriiil  and 
wicked  man,  wbo,  I  fear,  will  destroy  (hia  beao- 
tUal  &bric  of  homaa  hqifMiiett  —  the  Duke  of 
Orleans.     He  does  not,  indeed,  possess  talent  to 
cany  into  execution  a  gn«t  project,  bnt  be  pos- 
sesses immense  wealth,  and  France   abounds  in 
marketable   Ltlents-     Every  city  and  town    haa 
yoQtig  inea   eminent  for  abilities,  particularly  in 
the  law  —  ardent  in  character,  eloquent,  ambilioiu 
of  dislinction,  but  poor.     These  are  the  iostni- 
ments  which  the  duke  may  oommnod  by  mone^, 
and  they  will  do  tua  bidding.     His  hatred  of  the 
royal  family  can  be  satiated  only  by  their  nun  ; 
his  ambiuoo,  probably,  leails  lum  lo  aspire  to  the 

"  You  saw  the  other  day,  in  the  mob,  men  who 
were  called  Iti  MartriHoi's,  la  patriolt  par  exetl- 
knct.  Yon  saw  them  particularly  active  and  an- 
dacious  in  stimulating  the  discontented  artisans 
aad  laborera,  who  composed  the  great  mass  of  the 
mob.  to  acta  of  Tiotence  and  ferocity  ;  these  men 
are,  in  truth,  desperadoes,  assassins  from  the  south 
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of  France,  facuiliar  with  murder,  robbery,  and 
*very  atrodous  crime,  who  Uave  been  brought  up 
to  Paris  b;  the  moiic^  of  thu  Duke,  for  Ibii  very 
purpose  in  which  joa  saw  tliem  employed,  of 
miiigling  in  aU  moba,  and  exciting  the  passions 
of  the  people  to  frenzy. 

•^  This  i«  the  lirst  act  of  the  ilrama.  Tlie  sec- 
oud  will  be  lo  indueoce  the  elections,  to  till  ilie 
approaching  Assembly  with  ardent,  iuexperieui^d, 
deapei'Mte,  ambitious  young  men,  who,  iusteiid  of 
proceeding  to  diBcuss  calmly  the  details  of  the 
plan  of  which  I  have  given  you  the  general  out- 
liue,  and  lo  carry  it  quietly  into  operation,  will, 
a&der  disguise  of  zeal  for  tlie  people,  and  abhor- 
rence of  the  aristocrats,  drive  every  measure  to 
extxemity,  for  the  purpose  of  tlirowing  the  uflairs 
of  the  nation  into  utter  confusion,  when  the  mas- 
ter spirit  may  accomplish  his  ultimate  purpose."' 

Such  was  tlie  report  of  affairs  in  France  which 
Lafayette  transmitted  by  Trumbull  to  Wmhing- 
uau  It  WHS  not  long  afler  this  coiiversuiiuu  of 
the  colonel  with  the  marquis  that,  the  sittings  of 
Ih6  National  Assembly  being  transferred  from 
Versailles  to  Paris,  the  Breton  club  fixed  itself 
on  the  site  of  the  convent  of  Jacobins;  threw 
open  its  doors  to  the  public  and  soon,  under  the 
appellation  of  the  Jacobin  Clvb,  exercised  the 
baleful  influence  in  publie  ufFaira,  which  Lafuyetie 
apprehended. 

Wiishington  had  iistened  with  profound  atten- 
tion to  the  rejiort  rendered  by  Trumbull.  In  the 
course  of  a  subsequent  conversation  tlie  latter  in- 
formed him  that  Mr.  Jefferson  had  embarked  for 

I  Tnimbull'i  AtilMograpkg,  IBl. 
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America,  and.  it  was  probable,  hail  aireadr  taoded 
at  Nurlblk  in  Virginia.  Wa^hingioo  imfDediately 
fbrnrorded  to  him  liis  cominissioii  oi  Secretaiy  of 
State,  requesting  to  know  bis  deMmunation  on 
the  ggbject. 

JefTeraoQ.  in  reply,  eipreeed  himself  flattered 
hj  tbe  DomiDaiiou,  but  dabioua  of  Ub  being  eqn&l 
to  \ln  extensive  and  various  duties,  while,  on  the 
oilier  hand,  be  felt  ^miliar  with  the  dolies  of  his 
prueent  olGce.  "  Bui  it  is  not  for  an  iuditiduM 
to  choose  bis  path,"  aaid  be.     "  You  are  to  mar- 

chul  us  as  maj  best  be  for  tbe  public  good 

Signify  to  me,  by  another  line,  your  ultimate  wish, 
anil  I  shall  conform  lo  it  cordially-  If  it  should 
be  to  remain  in  New  York,  my  chief  comfort  will 
bo  to  work  under  your  eye ;  my  only  shelter  tho 
authority  of  your  uume  and  the  wisdom  of  meas- 
ures to  be  dictated  by  you  and  implicitly  executed 
by  me." ' 

WashingtoD,  iu  answer,  informed  hira  that  he 
considered  the  successful  admiuislrBEioti  of  the 
general  government  an  object  of  almost  inGoite 
consequence  to  tbe  prenmt  and  future  happiness 
of  the  citizens  of  (he  United  Slates  ;  that  be  re- 
garded I  be  ofHce  of  Secretary  for  the  Depnrt- 
ment  of  Slate  very  important,  and  ihat  he  knew 
of  DO  person  who,  in  his  judgment,  could  better 
esecnie  llie  duties  of  it  ihan  himself.^ 

Jefferson  accordingly  accepted  tbe  nominaUon^ 
but  observed  that  the  matters  which  iiad  mlled 
bim  home,  would  probably  prevent  bis  setting 
out  for  New  York  before  the  roontb  of  March. 
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I{«uiunUi[iK  of  CongTM*.  —  Tinuicial  Cundilion  of  the 
Connlrj.— lU  Debt  m  [Innie  and  Aljroiil.  —  Dcbis  of 
the  StstH.— Himilion'i  Report.  — 0|itWi<itie>a  la  il, — 
Dr.  Sluin'»  Warning  Letter  la  WMhinglnn.  —  l[l>  Reply. 

—  Jeir«son's  AnisiU  Hi  the  Seal  of  (invEmniMit New 

Tnrk  at  IliAl  I'eriiHL  —  JeOrnoii  apprthemli  Monarchical 
Dcaifiiis. 


|S^[ONGRF.SS  reassembled  on  ihc  4lh  of 
KCS|9  Jmiiiiiry  (17S0),  but  a  quorum  of  the 
^asl  Iwn  Houses  WRS  not  jiresenl  uiilil  tlie 
Sih,  wlieii  the  session  wan  opened  by  WHsliiiigtoti 
in  form,  wUU  aa  address  delivered  before  them  in 
tbe  Seiiale  chamber.' 


1  Aa  Iha  iegne  of  staM  irilh  *h>ch  tbe  uuion 


ua|wned 


*•  FtH*)"  8th,  areording  to  appninlmenl,  al  11  o'l^lock,  I 
mtt  Ibt  the  City  Hill  in  my  coach,  preceded  hy  Cah 
BnmtibHT*  and  Mnjor  Jaekaon  in  unifunn  (cm  my  Iwo  wl 
hotvca),  and  rollowud  by  Mettn.  Lear  and  Nolann  in 
riuriut,  and  Mc.  LcwU.  on  lionebach,  foliuwiiifc  (lieni. 
duir  nar  vwi  the  Cbitt  .rnilicc  of  Ihc  United  Sta1c<  . 
StcreUrica  of  Ihc  Tr^aiury  and  War  DcparHiienls  in  II 
teapaciive  ci 


if  ifae  H. 
the  SenUe  and  Huum  ai 


M  tbe  ddd 
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AmoD^  the  most  important  objects  suggested  in 
the  address,  for  tlje  duliberittiau  of  Congre^  wers 
provisions  for  DatJoiinl  defense  ;  provisiouH  for  fa- 
cilitating intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  diplomatic  agents ;  laws 
for  the  Datura) izalion  of  foreigners  ;  unifonnily 
iu  the  currency,  weights,  and  measures  of  llie 
United  Slates  ;  facilities  for  the  advancement  of 
commerce,  agriculture,  and  mftnufuciures  ;  atten- 
tion to  the  post-office  and  post-rouds ;  measures 
for  the  promotion  of  science  and  literature,  and 
for  the  support  of  public  credit. 

This  Inst  ohject  was  the  one  which  Washiiiglon 
had  more  ininicd lately  at  licarL  The  govenunent 
was  now  organized,  apparently,  to  the  satisfactioa 
of  all  parties  ;  but  its  ufficiecicy  would  essentially 
depend  on  the  success  of  a  measure  which  Wash- 
ington had  pled<j;ed  himself  to  institute,  and  which 
WHS  yet  to  be  tried  ;  namely,  a  system  of  fluaiice 
adapted  to  revive  the  ualional  credit,  and  place 
the  public  debt  iu  a  condition  to  be  paid  off. 
The    credit  of  the    country  was  at  a  low  ebb. 

■Ih  chamber,  •nd  pujiiig  from  Ihence  to  tlie  thair  llirougli 
the  Senate  an  tt\e  riijlit  «nd  Hqum  of  RepmenimiTes  on  Uw 
left,  1  look  my  scat.  Tlia  K*ntlSTuen  wlio  atleitiltd  mc  fol- 
lowed and  look  tlmir  atsnda  behind  [he  seaalon  \  the  wbula 
riHingul  entered.  Alter  being  Mated,  at  which  time  llu 
mernben  of  tiolh  Ilonaes  aim  aal,  I  n)H  (OB  tli^v  linn  did), 
■nd  made  mv  speech,  delivering  one  copy  to  the  Prealdenl  of 
the  Senate  and  another  Id  llie  E|w*ker  of  (be  lluuae  of  Rep- 
resenlalireB  —  after  which,  and  being  a  fpw  moincnli  leattd, 
■Minblylwl 


lolhel 


ude.1  iti 


1  telunied  w 
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The  confeileracy,  by  its  nrticles,  had  the  power  of 
'couiractiug  debis  lor  a  uatioual  object,  but  tio  con- 
trol over  the  tnuaiis  of  poyraenl.  Tliirteeci  inde- 
pttuiltiiit  legislatures  could  graul  or  witbold  the 
lUCAiiH.  The  gaveronieiit  was  theu  a  goverutimat 
nitder  govemroeuta  - —  the  8lat«B  hud  more  power 
thiui  Congresa,  At  tlie  close  of  the  war  the  debt 
tuiioutiied  to  forty-two  miliioita  of  dollars  ;  but  so 
little  bad  the  couutry  beeoable  to  fulfill  ita  engage- 
ments, owing  to  the  wont  of  a  sovereign  Ittgis- 
lature  having  the  sole  and  exclusive  powt^r  of 
laying  duties  upon  iraportn,  and  thus  providiug 
adequate  resources,  that  the  debt  had  swollen, 
through  arrears  of  interest,  to  upwHrds  of  fifiy-four 
millions.  Of  this  amouiit  nearly  eight  millions 
were  due  to  France,  between  three  and  four  mil- 
lions to  private  lenders  in  Hollnud,  and  about  two 
htwdred  and  fifty  thousand  in  Spain ;  making,  al- 
together, nearly  twelve  millious  due  abroad.  The 
debt  contracted  at  home  amounted  to  upwnrds  of 
forty-two  millions,  and  was  due,  originally,  to  offi- 
cers and  soldiera  of  the  Eevolutiouary  War,  who 
had  risked  their  lives  for  the  cause  ;  farmers  who 
bad  fumishGd  supplies  for  the  public  service,  or 
whme  property  hud  been  assumed  for  it;  cupi- 
talislB  who,  in  critical  periods  of  the  war,  had 
adventured  their  fortunes  in  support  of  their 
country's  independence.  The  domestic  debt, 
dierefore,  could  not  have  had  a  more  sacred  and 
patriotic  origin  ;  but,  in  the  long  delay  of  national 
jnetJce,  the  paper  which  represented  these  out- 
alandiug  claims,  had  sunk  to  less  than  a  sixth  of 
its  nominal  value,  and  the  larger  portion  of  it 
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had  been  partci]  wiili  at  Ihnt  depreciated  rate, , 
either  in  the  course  of  IroiJe,  or  to  speculative 
purdiHfiers,  who  were  nilling  to  take  ihe  risk  of 
eveotual  payment,  liowerer  lilile  their  confideuce 
seemed  to  be  warraiited,  at  the  time,  by  the  pecu- 
niary condiiioa  and  pnepecta  of  the  countr}^. 

The  debt,  when  tliiis  traDaferred,  lost  its  oom- 
mnndiiig  appeal  lo  patriotic  syiupalhy  ;  but  re- 
miuiied  as  obligatory  tii  the  eye  of  Justice.  In 
public  newHpapera,  however,  and  in  private  circles, 
the  propriety  of  a  discrimination  between  the  ta- 
Bigneea  and  the  original  lioldera  of  the  public  se- 
curities, was  freely  discu^ed.  Beside  the  for- 
eign and  domestic  debt  of  the  Federal  government, 
the  S<utc!i,  individually,  were  involved  in  liabili- 
ties  contracted  for  tiie  common  cause,  to  aa 
aggregate  anionnt  of  about  twenly-Sve  millions 
of  dollarai  of  whicli,  more  than  one-half  was 
due  fi-om  three  of  them ;  MassacluiBeltH  and 
South  Carolina  each  owing  more  than  live  mil- 
lions, and  Virginia  more  than  three  and  a  half. 
The  reputation  and  tlie  well-being  of  thu  govem- 
menl  were,  therefore,  at  stoke  upon  ihe  issue  of 
Borne  plan  to  retneve  the  national  credit,  and  es- 
tablish it  upon  a  firm  and  secure  foundation. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  llama- 
ton),  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  directed 
by  Congress  to  prepare  such  a  plan  during  its  re- 
cess. In  the  oue  thus  prepared,  he  asscrieil, 
what  none  were  disposed  to  question,  the  pro- 
priety of  payitig  the  foreign  debt  acconUng  to  its 
terms.  He  asserted,  al»o,  tlte  equul  validity  of 
the  original  claims  of  Ihe  American  creditors  of 
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llie  govemnieni;  whether  thrise  creditors  were 
tlie  original  holilera  of  its  ceriilicHlea  or  subse- 
quent purchnMra  of  ibem  at  a  doprccJAted  vnliie. 
Th«  idea  of  an;  distinction  between  them,  which 
some  were  inclined  lo  advance,  he  repudinted  ns 
Rlike  nnjusl,  impolitic,  and  tmpraclicabie.  He 
t<rge<l,  moreover,  the  assumption,  by  the  general 
govemmeDt,  of  the  separate  debts  of  the  Slates, 
contmcled  for  the  common  cause,  aiid  that  a  like 
provision  should  be  made  for  their  payment  as 
for  the  payment  of  those  of  the  Union.  They 
were  nil  contracted  in  the  struggle  for  national 
independence,  not  for  the  independence  of  any 
particular  pnrt.  No  more  money  would  be  re- 
qaired  for  their  discharge  as  Federnl,  thnn  as 
Slate  debts.  Money  could  be  raised  tmne  rt-nd- 
iljt  liy  the  Federal  goveniment  ihan  by  Ihc  Stnies, 
and  all  clashing  and  jealousy  between  Slate  and 
Federal  debtors  would  thus  be  prevented.  A 
reason,  also,  which,  no  doubl,  had  great  weight 
«riih  hitn,  though  he  did  not  bring  it  under  con- 
Btderallon  in  his  report  for  fear,  probably,  of  of- 
fending the  jealousy  of  Slate  sovereignly,  dor- 
tnanl,  but  not  extinct,  was,  that  it  would  tend  to 
utiite  the  States  financially,  as  ihey  were  united 
(joUliiiilly.  and  strengthen  the  central  goveniment 
by  rallying  capitalists  around  it ;  subjecliug  Ihem 
lo  its  influence,  and  rendering  them  agents  of  i[« 
wilL  He  recommended,  therefore,  that  the  en- 
tire innsB  of  debt  be  fundetl ;  the  Union  mnde  re- 
lipoDsible  for  it,  and  taxes  imposed  for  il»  liqiii- 
datioii.  He  suggested,  moreover,  the  expediency, 
for  the  greater  eecurily  of  the  debt  and  pnnciu- 
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thnl  qnarter,  that  the  Northern  RTid  EHStem 
SiBles  were  combining  lo  pursue  Iheir  own  ei- 
dtuive  interesls.  Mttny,  he  observed,  who  hnJ 
hertlofore  been  warm  enpporlers  ol'  the  gnveni- 
menl,  were  changing  their  senlimeiila,  I'rom  a 
eDBTicIion  of  the  iinpracticnbilil}'  of  union  with 
Stales  whose  inleresls  were  so  dissimilnr. 
Wnshington    huil    Utile    sympiilhj  with    these 

'  nctioDal  jealonsies  ;  And  the  noble  lRii>iniHge  in 
which  he  rebukes  lliem,  cannot  be  too  largely 
(ited.  "  I  am  sorry,"  observes  he,  "  such  jealous- 
ies B3  you  speak  of,  should  be  gaining  ground 
sad  poisoning  the  minds  of  the  southern  people ; 

^Int,  admit  the  fact  which  is  alleged  as  the  cnnse 
f  IheiD,  and  give  it  full  scope,  does  it  amount  lo 

■iDOre  than  was  known  to  every  man  of  inlbrina- 

■ftm  before,  at,  and  since  the  adaption  of  the  Con- 
Kitution  ?     Waa  it  not  always  believed  that  there 
I   some  points    which    peculiarly  interest    the 

FEastern  States  ?  And  did  any  one  who  reads 
haman  nature,  and  more  especially  the  charapler 
of  the  eastern  people,  conceive  thai  they  would 
not  purane  them  steudily.  by  a  combination  of 
their  force?  Are  there  not  other  points  which 
equally  concern  the  Soutbera  States?  If  these 
States  are  less  tenacious  of  their  interest,  or  if, 
while  the  Eastern   move  in  a  solid    phalans  to 

L  effect  their  views,  the  Southern  are  always  di- 

\  Tided,  which  of  the  two  is  most  to  be  blamed  ? 

rThat  there  is  a  diversity  of  interests  in  the  Union, 
e  has  denied.  That  this  is  the  case,  abo,  in 
ry  State,  is  equally  certain ;  and  that  it  even 
iods  to  the  counties  of  individual  States,  can 
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be  as  readily  pmred.  Itmlatice  ihe  southern  find 
noriliem  parls  of  Virginia,  ihe  upper  anil  lower 
parts  of  South  Carolina.  Have  iiot  the  interests 
of  these  nlnrays  been  at  variance  ?  Witness  (he 
couDly  of  Fairfiis,  Have  not  the  iutereata  of  the 
people  of  that  country  variei],  or  the  inlmbilnuia 
been  taught  to  believe  so?  These  are  well-known 
truths,  and  yet  it  did  not  follow  that  separation 
was  to  result  from  the  disagreement 

"  To  constitute  a  dispute,  there  must  be  two 
partius.  To  understand  it  well,  both  parties,  and 
all  the  circumstances,  mu^t  be  fully  heard  ;  and,  to 
accommodate  differences,  temper  and  mutual  for- 
beurance  are  requisite.  Common  danger  brought 
the  Stales  into  confederacy,  and  on  their  union 
our  safety  and  importance  depend.  A  spirit  of 
accommodation  was  the  basis  of  the  present  Con- 
Btitution,  Can  it  be  expected,  then,  that  the 
eoulheni  or  eastern  parts  of  the  empire  will  suc- 
ceed in  all  tlieir  measures  ?  Certainly  not.  But 
I  will  readily  grant  that  more  points  will  be  car- 
ried by  the  latter  than  the  former,  and  for  the 
reason  which  has  been  mentioned;  namely,  thnt 
in  all  great  national  questions,  they  move  in  uni- 
son, whilst  the  others  are  divided.  But  I  nsk 
again,  which  is  moat  blameworthy,  those  who  see 
and  will  steadily  pursue  their  interest,  or  those 
who  cannot  see,  or  seeing,  will  not  act  wisely  ? 
And  I  will  ask  another  question,  of  the  highest 
magnitude  in  my  mind,  to  wit.  if  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  St.ites  are  dangerous  in  union,  will 
they  be  less  so  In  separation  f  If  self  interest 
is  tbeir  governing  principle,  will  it  forsake  them, 
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or  be  re»[ruii>eil  by  flucb  an  evenC?  I  burdly 
think  it  would.  Then,  indeiienilenlly  of  otber 
oonsiderHlioii?,  what  would  Virginia,  nud  aucb 
orher  States  us  migbl  be  inciined  lo  join  her,  gain 
by  a  separation  ?  Would  tliey  not,  most  unques- 
linuably.  he  llie  weaker  j^nriy  ?  " 

At  this  juncture  (March  2Ist),  when  Virginian 
iliscotitenU  were  daily  jrainiug  strength,  Mr.  Jef- 
fei^on  arrived  in  New  York  to  undertake  the 
duliea  of  (he  Department  or  State.  We  have 
shown  hi3  Htrong  antipathies,  while  in  Paris,  \a 
evetyibiag  of  a  monarchical  or  aristocratical  ten- 
dency ;  be  had  jast  been  in  Virginia,  where  the 
forms  and  ceremonials  adopted  at  the  seat  of  our 
goTemment,  were  subjects  of  cavil  and  sneer ; 
where  it  was  reperted  that  Wa."lungton  affected  a 
monarchical  style  in  his  official  intercourse,  that 
be  held  court-like  levees,  and  Sirs.  Wtkshiugton 
"  queenly  drawing-rooms,"  at  which  none  but  the 
arietmrrocy  were  admitted ;  that  the  manners  of 
both  were  haughty,  and  their  personal  habits  re- 
served and  exclusive. 

The  impressions  thus  mode  on  Jefferson's  mind, 
received  a  deeper  stamp  on  his  arrival  in  New 
York,  from  convorsa&os  with  his  friend  Mailison, 
bi  Ibe  course  of  which  the  latter  observed,  that 
"  the  satellites  aud  sycophants  which  surrounded 
Washington,  had  wound  up  the  ceremonials  of  the 
governrneni  lo  a  pilch  of  alateliness  which  noth- 
ing but  his  personal  character  could  have  sup- 
ported, and  which  no  character  after  him  could 
ever  nuuniain." 

Thns  preijossessed  and  premonished,  Jefferson 
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looked  round  him  with  an  appivbenuve  eye,  i 
appears  to  have  seen  something  to  startle  him  at 
every  turn.  We  ^ve,  from  his  private  corr&- 
sponilence,  his  own  account  uf  his  impressions.' 
"  Being  fresh  from  the  French  revolution,  nhils' 
in  its  first  and  pure  stage,  and,  conseqnenilyf^ 
somewhat  vhelled  up  in  my  own  repuhlicAU 
principles,  I  found  a  stale  of  things  in  the  gen- 
eral society  of  ilie  place,  which  I  could  not  havn 
supposed  potjsible.  Tlie  revolution  I  had  left, 
and  that  we  had  just  gone  through  io  the  rectmt 
change  of  our  own  government,  being  the  coio- 
■nou  topics  of  conrerastion,  I  nas  astonished  to 
find  the  geoeral  prevsience  of  monarchical  seuti- 
ments,  insomuch,  that  in  maintaining  those  of  re- 
publicanism, I  bad  always  the  whole  company  on 
my  hands,  never  scarcely  finding  among  tliem  a ' 
single  co-fulvocate  in  that  argument,  unless  f 
old  member  of  Congress  happened  to  be  pr^ent>' 
The  furthest  that  any  one  would  go  in  support  of 
the  republican  fentures  of  our  new  government 
would  be  to  say, '  the  present  Constitution  is  well 
as  B  beginning,  and  may  bo  allowed  a  hir  trial) 
but  it  is,  in  fact,  ouly  a  sleppmg-stone  to  some- 
tldng  better.' " 

This  piclnre,  given  under  excitement  and  n 
preconedved  notions,  is  probably  over-cltarged  | 
but,  allowing  it  to  be  tnie,  we  can  hardly  wonder 
at  it,  viewed  in  connection  with  the  place  and 
times.  New  York,  during  the  se&sion  of  Con- 
gre^  was  the  gathering  place  of  politiciani 
every  party.  The  revolution  of  Franco  had  ratidg 
the  forms  of  government  once  more  the  universal 
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topics  of  cMnversation,  and  revived  the  confliut  of 
opiniuns  on  lie  anbject  As  yet,  the  hialoiy  of  the 
world  had  fbrnUhed  iio  fin'omble  examples  of  i)op- 
uUr  government ;  epecululive  writers  in  England 
had  conlended  that  no  govejumeiit  more  popular 
than  their  own  was  coDBislent  vrith  eitlier  eteroHl 
tranquillity,  the  flnpremacy  of  tiie  laws,  or  a  great 
extent  of  empire.  Our  republic  was  ten  times 
larger  than  any  that  biiil  yet  existed.  Jity,  one 
of  the  calmest  thinkers  of  the  Dnion,  expressed 
himself  dubiously  on  the  enbject 

"  Whether  any  people  could  long  goTem  thera- 
B^ves  in  an  equal,  uniform,  and  orderly  manner, 
was  a  question  of  vital  importance,  to  the  cause  of 
liberty,  but  a  question  which,  like  others,  whose 
solution  dependi  on  facts,  could  only  be  deier- 
mioeit  by  experience  —  now,  as  yel,  there  bad 
been  rery  few  opportunities  of  makiug  the  es- 
periment.'' 

Alexnuder  Ilaiiuhon,  though  pledged  and  sin- 
cerely disposed  to  Bopport  the  republican  form, 
with  regani  to  our  country,  preferred,  thtoreticaUg, 
n  luouarcliical  form ;  and,  being  frank  of  speech, 
uid,  as  Gouvemeur  Morris  writes,  "  prone  to 
mount  his  bobby,"  may  have  spoken  openly  in  fa- 
vor of  that  form  as  suitable  to  France ;  ajji:!  as 
bis  admirers  took  tlieir  creed  from  him,  opinions 
of  the  kind  may  have  been  uttered  pretty  freely 
at  diuuer-tables.  Thtisc.  however,  which  so  much 
eiirpri»ed  and  shocked  Mr.  Jefferson,  were  prob- 
ably merely  speculative  opinions,  broached  in  an- 
guanled  hours,  with  no  sinister  detiigii,  by  men 
who  liad  no  thought  of  paving  the  way  for  a  uiou- 
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archy.  They  made,  however,  a  Jeep  impression 
oa  his  appreheDsive  minJ,  wliicli  sank  deeper  aad 
deeper  until  it  became  a  fixed  opiaiou  wliti  him, 
that  there  waa  the  desire  and  aim  of  a  large 
party,  of  which  Ilamihon  was  the  leader,  to  give 
regal  form  to  the  govemmenL 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

"nie  AsqnipEian  of  the  Stitc  Debts  ducaascd.  —  Wuhington 

in  F»VDt.  —  A  Majority  of  Two  ■giiiiat  it Hamillou'j 

Appeal  t«  J effetBOn  on  (he  Snl^ect.  —  The  Latter  irronees 
ter  *  Compromiic —  Uis  Account  of  it  —  Ar^ lutaienl  about 
tba  Sat  of  Gorenimcnt.  —  AMumption  (strifd. —  Treaty 
ofFeKC  with  tbe  Creek).  — Civillings  about  Fretiden- 
tU)  Etiqiulle.  —  Wubinglon'i  DtAfnse.  —  Adjournment  of. 
Congroo.  —  Fnncied  Harmony  of  the  Cabinet.  —  JefferBon 
•BipKti  HsaiiUoo  of  Fincue  in  |I^xuring  hit  A|;fnc}'  in 
the  Ataumption. 

I  HE  question  of  the  nsBumplion  of  llie 
SiRle  Jebis  was  resumud  in  C-oiigress 
oti  the  21)Ui  of  Mitrcii,  oti  a  uiotioii  to 
oommlt,  wliicb  was  carried  by  ik  majority  of 
two  ;  lite  five  mentbers  from  North  Carolina  (now 
a  Stjtle  of  the  Union),  wlio  were  strongly  opposeJ 
to  nssamptioii,  tiaviug  takea  their  seals  uiiJ  re- 
Tereed  the  position  of  parties  on  ihe  question. 
Ad  angry  ami  inletDperate  discussion  was  re- 
rived,  mufb  to  the  chagrin  of  WnsJiington,  wlio 
wAfl  concerned  for  the  dignity  of  Congress ;  and 
who  coneidered  the  assumption  of  the  Slate  debts, 
under  proper  reslnctioiis  and  scrutiny  into  iic- 
cotuits,  to  be  just  and  reasonable.'  On  the  12ih 
of  April,  when  the  question  lo  commit  was  (uken, 
I  6m  leUat  to  Uiivid  Stuart,  H'riftMji,  x.  W8. 
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■i  against  the  assum^ 


On  the  26lh  the  House  was  discharged,  for  the 
present,  (rom  proceeding  on  so  much  of  the  re- 
port as  related  to  the  assurapiion.  Jefferson,  who 
bud  arrired  id  New  York  in  the  midst  of  what 
he  terms  "  this  bitter  aud  angry  coolest,"  had 
tAken  no  concern  in  it ;  being,  as  he  sajs,  "  a 
stranger  to  the  ground,  a  stranger  to  the  aclora 
in  it,  so  long  absent  as  to  have  lost  all  familiarity 
with  the  subject,  and  to  be  unaware  of  its  object." 
We  give  his  own  account  of  an  earnest  effort 
made  hj  Hamilton,  who,  he  says,  waa  "  in  de- 
epair,"  lo  resuscitate,  through  his  influence,  his 
almost  hopeless  project.  "  As  I  was  going  to  the 
President's  one  day,  I  met  him  [Hamilton]  in 
the  street.  He  walked  me  backwards  and  for- 
wards before  the  President's  door  for  half  an 
hour.  He  painted  pathetically  the  temper  into 
which  tlie  legislature  had  been  wrought ;  the  dift* 
gust  of  tliose  who  were  called  the  creditor  States; 
the  danger  of  the  lecemon  of  their  members,  and 
the  sepiirnliuu  of  the  Slates.  He  observed  that 
the  menil>ers  of  the  administration  ought  lo  act 
in  concert ;  that  though  this  question  was  not  of 
my  department,  yet  a  common  duty  should  make 
it  a  common  concern ;  that  the  President  was  the 
centre  ou  which  all  administrative  questions  ultj. 
malely  rested,  and  that  all  of  us  should  rally 
around  him,  and  support,  wiili  joint  olTorts,  meas- 
ures approved  by  hiin  ;  and  that  the  question 
having  been  lost  by  a  small  majority  only,  it  was 
probable  that  an   appeal  from  me  to  the  judg- 
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meut  and  discretion  nf  some  of  my  Iriends,  might 
efiucl  a  cliiingH  itt  the  role,  und  ihe  miicliiiie  of 
giiTiM-uineiit,  iioiv  su.Bpended,  might  be  again  set 
iuto  motion.  I  told  liim  that  I  was  re&llj  a 
Stranger  to  ihe  whole  subject;  that  not  having  yet 
informed  myself  of  the  sysiem  of  finance  adapted, 
I  knew  not  how  fur  (his  was  a  necessary  ec- 
queoce;  that  andoubledly,  if  its  rejectioi)  endan- 
gered a  dissolatiou  of  our  Union  at  this  incipient 
stage,  I  slioulil  deem  that  the  most  unfortmiata 
of  all  consequences,  to  avert  which  all  partial 
%nd  lemportuy  evils  should  be  yielded.  1  pro- 
posed to  him,  however,  to  dine  with  me  the  next 
day,  a:id  I  would  invite  another  friend  or  two, 
bring  them  into  conference  together,  and  I  thought 
it  impossible  that  reusonable  men,  consulting  to- 
gether coolly,  could  fail,  by  some  mutual  sacrifices 
of  opinion,  to  form  a  compromise  which  was  (o 
save  the  Union.  The  discussion  took  place.  I 
ooald  take  no  part  in  it  but  an  exhorlatory  one, 
becanse  I  was  a  stranger  to  the  circumstances 
which  should  govern  it.  But  it  was  finally 
agreed,  that  whatever  imporlance  had  been  at- 
tached to  the  rejection  of  this  proposition,  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  and  of  concord  among 
the  Stales  was  more  important,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  better  thai  the  vole  of  rejection 
should  be  rescinded,  to  effect  which  some  mem- 
bers should  change  their  votes.  But  it  was  ob- 
eerred  that  this  pill  would  he  peculiarly  bitter  to 
the  Southern  Stales,  and  that  some  concomitant 
measure  should  be  adopted  to  sweeten  it  a  little 
to  them.     There  bod  before  been  projects  to  6z 
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ibe  seat  of  ^overnnienl  eitlier  at  PlillaiJelphia  or 
at  Georgetown  ou  I)i«  t'olomnc ;  aD<l  it  waa 
thought  that  b^  giving  it  to  Philadelphia  for  ten 
yeara,  and  to  Georgetown  pertnaneotly  aAerwards, 
this  might,  as  an  nnodjoe,  catm  in  some  degree  tlie 
fermeiil  which  might  he  excited  hy  the  other  meas- 
nre  alone.  Some  two  of  the  Potomac  members 
(■White  and  Lee,  but  While  with  a  revulsion  of 
stomach  almost  convulsive)  agreed  to  change  tlieir 
votes,  and  IlnmiltoD  undertook  to  carry  the  other 
poioL  In  doing  this,  the  influence  he  had  estub- 
lished  over  the  eastern  members,  mtih  the  agi;ncy 
of  Robert  Morris  with  those  of  the  Middle  Slates, 
effected  his  aide  of  the  engHgement."  ' 

The  decision  of  Congress  was  ultimately  in 
favor  of  assumplioo,  tliough  the  form  in  which 
it  finally  passed  differed  somewhat  from  the  prop* 
ositioo  of  Hamilton.  A  specific  sum  was  as- 
sumed ($^1,500,000),  and  this  was  distributed 
among  the  Stales  in  specific  portions.  Thus 
modified,  it  passed  the  Senate,  July  'Z'2A,  by  the 
close  vote  of  fourteen  to  twelve;  and  the  House, 
July  24ih,  by  thirty-four  lo  twenty-eight,  "  after 
having,"  says  Washington,  "  been  a^tated  with  a 
wannih  and  intemperance,  with  prolixity  and 
threats  which,  it  is.  to  be  feared,  have  lessened 
the  dignily  of  Congress  and  decreased  the  respect 
once  entertained  for  it." 

The  question  about  the  permanent  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, which,  from  the  variety  of  contending 
interests,  had  been  equally  a  subject  of  violent 
conleet)  was  now  compromised.  It  was  agreed 
1  Jeffanon'i  tTarlt,  ix.  S3,  The  Anu. 


I 


TREATY  tr/rn  the  creeks.  71 

thftt  CongreM  slioutd  continue  Tor  ten  years  to 
bold  its  stssions  at  Philodelplik ;  during  which 
time  (he  public  buiMings  ehould  be  erected  at 
eame  place  on  the  Potomac,  to  which  the  govern- 
ment should  remove  at  the  expiration  of  the 
abore  term.  A  territory,  ten  inilea  eqiiare,  se- 
lected for  the  purpose  ou  the  confines  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  was  ceded  by  those  States  to 
the  Uoited  States,  and  aubsequeatly  designated 
u  the  District  of  Columbia. 

One  of  the  last  acis  of  the  Executive  during 
this  session  was  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  and  friendship  with  the  Creek  naiioo  of 
Indians,  represeuted  at  New  York  by  Mr.  M'Gil- 
livray,  and  thirty  of  the  chiefs  aud  head  men. 
By  this  treaty  (signed  August  7lh),  an  est«n?ive 
territory,  claimed  by  Georgia,  was  relinquiRtied 
greatly  to  the  disconteut  of  that  State  ;  being 
considered  by  it  an  unjusliSable  abandonment 
of  its  rights  and  interests.  Jefferson,  however, 
laaded  the  treaty  as  important,  "  drawing  a  line," 
uid  he,  "  between  the  Creeks  and  Georgia,  and 
enabling  the  government  to  do,  as  it  will  do,  jus- 
tice against  either  party  offending." 

In  a  ^miliar  conversation  with  the  President, 
Jefferson  remonstrated  frequently  and  earnestly 
against  the  poiuts  and  ceremonies  prevailing  at 
the  seat  of  government.  Washington,  in  reply, 
gave  the  explanation  which  we  have  staled  in  a 
preceding  chapter ;  that  they  bad  tieeu  adopted 
at  (he  advice  of  others,  and  that  for  himself  he 
was  indifferent  to  all  forms.  He  Boon,  however, 
J  painfully  aware  of  the  exaggerated  no- 
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letier  from  bis  &iad.  Dr.  Stavt,  v&nted  Ub 
lb>t  FmlridE  Henf7  kwl  KoMed  iIm  idn  of  bong 
deded  to  Oe  SeaMUi  he  was  too  old,  be  s«id,  lo 
&I1  mla  ibe  kwkwmfd  tnautkoM  which  were  dow 


edda  Mr.  Suail,  *■  I  siMpcet  ibe  oU  peiriM  bM 
been]  some  eztnordiBai;  rcpwentelioMa  of  the 
diqiteUe  esublisbed  et  ■pmt  leras."  Another 
peiaoD,  whoaa  Dr.  Stnert  des^natca  m  Coloiiel 
B— t  bad  affirmed  '*Uiet  there  wu  mora  pomp 
D»ed  there  than  at  St.  Jarne^',  where  be  bed  beee, 
and  that  Washington'^  bows  were  more  diataat 
and  t^ff." 

These  misapprebeosioos  aod  ex^gertitions, 
prevalent  in  his  native  Slate,  touched  Waahing- 
tou  to  the  quick,  and  called  forth  a  more  sensitive 
replj  Lhon  on  such  suhjecu  be  was  accustomed  to 

"That  I  have  not  been  able,"  writes  he,  "  to 
make  bows  to  the  loste  of  poor  Coloael  B —  (wbo, 
by  the  by,  I  believe,  never  saw  one  of  them),  is  to 
be  regretted,  especially,  loo,  as,  upon  those  occa- 
BioDs,  they  were  titiliscriniiuEilely  bestowed,  and  the 
best  I  was  master  o£  Would  it  not  have  been  bet- 
ter to  throw  the  veil  of  charily  over  theoi,  ascribing 
their  stiffness  to  the  effects  of  ago,  or  to  the  un- 
Bkillfuluesa  of  ray  teacher,  rather  than  to  pride 
and  the  dignity  of  office,  which  God  knows,  has 
no  cbarois  for  me  ?  For  I  can  truly  ssy,  I  had 
raihur  be  at  Mount  Vernon  with  a  friend  or  Iwo 
about  me,  than  to  be  atteniltsd  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernmeat  by  the  oiHcers  of  state  and  the  repre- 
Benlatives  of  every  power  in  Europe." 
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H»  then  goes  on  to  giva  a  sketch  of  his  levees, 
and  the  litlie  ceremony  that  prevailed  there.  As 
to  the  viaila  made  on  those  occusiona  to  the  presi- 
dential mansion,  tbej  were  optional,  and  made 
without  invitation.  "  Betweea  the  hours  of  three 
&ud  four,  every  Tuesday,  I  am  prepared  to  re- 
ceive them.  Gentlemen,  often  in  great  numbers, 
came  and  go,  chat  with  each  other,  atid  act  aa 
ibey  pleaee ;  a  porter  ahowa  them  into  the  room, 
and  they  retire  from  it  when  they  please,  and 
wiihuut  ceremony.  At  their  first  entrance  they 
(alute  me,  and  I  them,  and  as  many  us  I  con 
talk  to,  I  do.  What  pomp  there  is  in  all  this,  t 
am  unable  to  discover.  Ferhajis  it  consists  iu 
not  Hitting.  To  this,  two  reaaous  are  opposed : 
Grst,  it  is  unusual ;  secondly,  nhich  is  a  more 
sDbstnntial  one,  because  I  have  no  room  large 
enough  to  contain  a  tliird  of  the  chairs  which 
would  be  sufficient  to  admit  it. 

"  Similar  to  tho  above,  but  of  a  more  sociable 
kind,  are  the  visits  every  Friday  afternoon  to 
Urs.  Washington,  where  I  always  am.  These 
public  meetings,  and  a  dinner  once  a  week,  to  ua 
many  as  my  table  will  hold,  with  the  references 
to  and  from  the  different  depurlmenta  of  slate, 
and  other  communications  with  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  arc  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  I  am  able 
to  undergo ;  for  I  have  already  had,  within  less 
tluui  a  year,  two  severe  attacks  —  the  lost  worse 
ttuiu  the  first.  A  third,  more  than  probably, 
will  put  me  to  sleep  with  my  fathers." 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  12ih  of  August. 
Jefferson,  commtjuting   on  the  discord    thttt  had 
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ready  eiialirig  and  daily  gaiuing  Btrenglli.  Jef- 
fersou,  who,  as  we  have  intimated,  alrendj  coa- 
(ridered  Haraillon  a  mooarcliigt  in  his  priuciples, 
re^nrded  bU  his  financial  schemes  with  auapicion, 
BS  inteoded  to  streogthen  the  influence  of  the 
treasury  and  make  itt  chief  the  mnater  of  every 
Tote  iu  flie  legislature,  "  which  might  give  lo  itio 
gDvenuneat  the  direction    Bulled  to  his  pohtical 

Under  these  impressions,  Jeffurson  looked  back 
with  an  angry  aad  resentful  eye,  lo  the  manner 
m  which  Hamilton  had  procured  bis  aid  in  effect- 
ing the  measure  of  assumption.  He  now  re- 
gardetl  it  as  a  Snesse  by  which  he  had  been  en- 
trapped, and  stigmatized  the  measure  itaelf  as  n 
"  fiscal  maneuver,  to  which  he  had  most  igno- 
rantly  and  innocently  been  made  lo  bold  the 
caodle  "  ' 

1  Jtfferaon's  Worla,  ii.  92. 


CHAPTER  X 

Lafitjetle  «t  Ihe  Heiid  of  the  Riralnlion  in  France.  —  Hi* 
Letlier  lo  Washington.  —  Gouvemenr  Mortis'  Opinion  of 
bia  Position.  —  WuhiaRtoo's  Dubious  and  Anxiooi  Views. 

—  Presenled  hy  Lafiivetle  with  U»  K.ty  of  tlia   Baatils. 

—  ViiilB  KhoJe  Islimit  and  Jlouat  Ternoa. 

||ISSMUR[NG  these  earlj  stages  of  his  BdmiDi»- 
PbRJ  triLiioii  the  uileiilion  of  Washington  was 
[«.j^^  oflen  ciilleU  off  from  affairs  at  home  (o 
aftiiirs  ill  Frani'e ;  ami  lo  the  cotispicuous  and 
perilous  pari  wliich  }iis  Trieud  ftcd  disciple  La- 
fayette, was  playiug  in  the  greut  revolutionary 
drama. 

"  Your  friend,  the  Mnnjuis  do  Lafayette,"  writes 
the  Marquis  de  la  Luzerne,  "  finds  himself  at  the 
bend  of  the  revolution  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  very 
fartuuale  circumalance  for  the  slate  that  he  is, 
but  very  little  so  for  himself.  Never  has  any 
man  been  placed  in  a  more  critical  situation.  A 
good  citi/en,  a  faithful  subject,  he  is  einbarraased 
by  a  thousand  dilficulires  in  roiikiug  many  people 
sensible  of  what  is  proper,  who  very  often  feel 
it  not,  nnd  who  sometimes  do  not  uuderstaad 
what  it  is," 

Lufayelle,  too,  amid  the  perplexitea  of  t»nduct- 
ing  a  revolution,  looked  buck  to  the  time  when, 
in  bis  early  cumpaigaa  in  America,  he  had  shsied 
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Wa^hingloD's  cniindls,  bivouackei]  with  him  on 
the  field  of  buttle,  and  been  benefited  by  his 
guardian  wisdom  in  every  emergency. 

"  IIow  often,  my  well-beloved  general,"  wriies 
he  (January,  1790),  "  have  I  regretted  youi-  sage 
coDoelb  and  frieudly  support.  We  have  advanced 
ill  the  career  of  the  revolution  witliout  the  vessel 
of  state  being  wrecked  against  the  rocks  of 
aristocracy  or  fxcLion.  In  the  midst  of  efTorts, 
always  renewing,  of  the  partisans  of  the  past  and 
of  the  ambitious,  we  advance  towards  a  tolerable 
flooclnsion.  At  present,  that  which  existed  has 
been  destroyed ;  a  new  political  e<1iflce  is  forming : 
without  being  perfect,  it  is  sufficient  lo  assure 
Uberly.  Tlius  prepared,  the  nation  will  be  in  a 
state  to  elect,  in  two  years,  a  convention  which 
can  correct  the  faults  of  the  constitution.  .  . 
.  .  The  result  will,  I  hope,  be  bsppy  for  my 
GOODtry  and  for  humanity.  One  perceives  the 
germs  of  liberty  in  other  parts  of  Europe.  I  will 
eoconrage  ibelr  development  by  all  the  means  in 

no  enthuaia'jt  of 
the  revoIniioD,  regards  its  progress  with  a  dubions 
eye.  Lafayette,  in  the  previous  month  of  No- 
vember, had  asked  hb  opinion  of  his  situation.  "  I 
give  it  lo  him,"  writes  Morris,  "  gan*  menagetnetU. 
I  tell  him  that  the  time  approaches  when  all  good 
meo  must  cling  to  the  throne.  That  the  present 
ki  ng  is  very  valuable  on  account  of  his  moderation  ; 
Btiii  if  he  should  possess  too  great  authority,  might 
be  persttaded  lo  grunt  a  proper  constitution.  That 
the  thing  called  a  canstitution,  which  the  Assembly 
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hafe  framed,  is  good  for  nothing.  That,  a 
himself,  liis  personal  siliialiou  is  very  delicttte. 
That  he  nomiDally,  but  not  really,  coniniauds  hia 
troops.  That  I  really  cannot  understaoil  bow  he 
is  to  establish  discipline  among  them;  but,  unlei 
he  can  aoiiomplisb  that  object,  he  must  be  mined 
sooner  or  later." 

Ou  the  22d  of  January,  1790,  Morris  writes  ti 
Washington,  "Our  friend,  Lafnyette,  bums  with 
desire  to  be  at  the  head  of  an  army  in  Flanders, 
and  drive  the  Stadtholder  into  a  ditch.  lie  acta 
now  a  splendid,  but  dangerous  part.  Unluckily, 
he  has  given  in  to  measures,  as  to  the  constituiioo, 
wliich  he  does  not  heartily  approve,  BTid  heartily 
approves  many  things  wliicii  experience  will  de- 
monstrate to  be  injurious."  ' 

Far  removed  as  Washington  was  from  the 
theatre  of  political  action,  and  but  little  acquaiuted 
with  many  of  the  minute  droumstances  which 
miglit  iuHuence  important  decisions,  be  was  cau- 
lious  in  hazarding  opinions  in  his  replies  to 
French  correspondents.  Indeed,  the  whole  r 
olulionary  movement  appeared  to  him  so  extraor- 
dinary in  its  commencement,  so  wonderful  i 
progress,  and  so  stupendous  in  its  possible  conse- 
quences, that  he  declared  himself  almost  lost  in 
the  conlemplulion  of  iu  "  Of  one  thing  you  may 
rest  perfectly  assured,"  writes  he  to  the  Marquia 
de  ia  Luzerne,  "  that  nobody  is  m 
the  happy  issue  of  that  business  than  I  i 
no  one  can  wish  more  sincerely  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  French  nation  than  I  do.     Nor  b  it  willi- 

1  .Vcni.  <Jc  La/aytllc,  torn.  ii.  440. 
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out  Ihe  most  sensible  pleasure  iLat  I  learn  tlial 
our  friend,  Uie  Marquis  de  Lafayelte,  iius,  in  act- 
ing the  arduous  part  which  has  I'allen  lo  liis  aliare, 
oonducted  himself  with  so  much  wiadooi  aud  ap- 
porviillf  with  Buch  general  salisruction." 

A  letter  subsequently  receiced  from  LafHyelle 
gives  him  two  months'  later  tidings,  extending  lo 
the  middle  of  March,  **  Our  revolutiun  pui'sues 
hs  murch  as  happily  as  is  possible,  with  a  nation 
wbicli,  receiving  at  once  all  its  liberties,  is  yet 
subject  (o  confound  them  with  licentiousness.  The 
Assembly  has  more  of  hatred  against  thu  ancient 
eyiuem,  than  of  experience  to  organize  the  new 
coit6tituiional  government;  the  ministers  regret 
tbeir  ancient  power,  and  do  not  dare  to  make  use 
cS  that  which  they  have ;  in  short,  aa  all  which 
existed  has  been  destroyed,  aud  i-epluced  by  iii- 
Slitnlioins  very  incomplete,  there  is  amplu  matter 
fcr  critiques  and  calumnies.  Add  to  tiii»,  we  are 
Mtadced  by  two  sorts  of  enemies ;  the  arislocrals 
who  aim  at  a  co u n ler-re vol u lion,  and  the  factious 
who  would  annihilate  all  authority,  perhaps  even 
Bitempi  the  life  of  the  members  of  the  reigciing 
bmuch.   These  two  parties  foment  all  the  troubles. 

"  AlUr  having  avowed  all  this,  my  dear  general, 
I  will  loll  you,  with  the  same  frankness,  that  we 
hanre  made  an  admirable  and  almost  incredible 
destruction  of  all  the  abuses,  of  all  the  prejudices ; 
U)itt  all  which  was  not  useful  lo  the  people,  all 
which  did  not  come  from  them,  lias  bueji  re- 
trenched; thai,  in  considering  the  situation,  topo- 
gmphicnl,  moral,  and  political  of  Prance,  we  have 
effected  more  changes  in  ten  months,  than  the  moiti 
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presumptuous  patriots  covM  ture  hoped,  aod  thiti 
tlie  reports  about  our  anarcby,  our  iutemal  trouble^ 
are  greally  eiaggentteJ," 

Id  cooduding  lib  letter,  be  writes :  "  Permit 
me,  my  dear  geneml,  (o  ofler  joa  a  picture  r 
reseuting  the  Baslile,  such  as  it  vfta  some  da;* 
after  1  had  given  orders  for  its  demolition, 
make  you  homage,  aim.  of  the  principal  key  of 
this  fortress  of  despotism.  It  is  a  tribute  which 
I  owe  yon.  as  son  to  my  adopted  father,  as  aidft' 
de-camp  to  my  general,  as  missiouary  of  liber^ 
to  its  patriarch." 

Thomas  Paine  was  to  have  been  the  bearer  of 
the  key,  bnt  he  fbrwatded  it  to  Washington  fi 
London.  "  I  feel  myself  happy,"  writes  he,  *'  iq 
being  the  person  through  whom  the  marquis  I 
conveyed  this  early  trophy  of  tlie  spoils  of  des- 
potism, and  the  first  ripe  Aiiits  of  Americai 
prinoiplea,  transpljinted  into  Europe,  to  hia  ^ 
master  and  patron.  That  the  principles  of  Amer; 
ica  opened  the  B&stile  is  not  to  be  double^ 
and.  therefore,  the  key  cornea  lo  the  right  plaoe." 

Washington  received  the  key  with  rerereucei^ 
as  "  a  token  of  (he  victory  gtuued  by  liberty  over 
despotism ; "  and  it  is  still  preserved  at  MoubCi 
Vernon,  as  a  precious  historical  relic. 

His  affectionate  solicitude  for  the  well-beiugpf 
Lafayette,  was  somewhat  relieved  by  the  coateuta 
of  liis  letter;  but,  while  his  regiird  for  the  Frenctj 
naiion  made  him  rejoice  in  the  progress  i 
political  reform  which  he  considered  essential  I 
ita  welfiu«,  he  felt  a  generous  solicitude  for  thi 
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l>ereoii)iI  safety  of  the  yontlil\il  mouarch,  who  bai] 
ti«rrie»il«il  America  in  iLs  time  of  need. 

"  Hiippj  am  I,  my  good  friend,"  writes  Le  to 
ll^  marquis,  "  that,  atnidst  all  iLe  tremeodous 
triupests  wliich  buve  agaiiiled  your  political  ahip, 
you  liuve  had  address  aiid  forliiudi)  eiiougli  to 
«teer  licr  hitherto  tfafely  ibrongh  the  qtiicliRAiids 
and  rocks  wliich  threatened  iusiant  destruction  on 
every  side ;  and  that  your  young  king,  iu  all  things, 
Wivs  $o  welt  disposed  to  conform  to  the  wishes 
of  tlje  natioD.  Id  such  an  imporlnal,  such  a 
buanlous  voyage,  when  everythiog  dear  and  pa- 
ired is  embarked,  yon  know  full  well,  my  hest 
nisbes  bare  Dever  lefl  you  for  a  moment.  Yet  I 
will  avow,  that  the  accounts  we  received  ihroiigh 
liie  English  papere,  which  were  sometimes  our 
only  chHunels  of  informatioii,  caused  our  funrs  of 
Ctilure  almost  to  exceed  oar  expectations  of  suc- 
eeM." 

Tliijse  fears  were  not  chimerical ;  for,  at  the 
nry  time  he  penned  this  letter,  the  Jacohin  ohib 
of  Paris  had  already  aeut  forth  rtimifieiiliojis 
itiroughoul  France ;  corresponding  clulia  were 
f^Dgiiig  up  by  hundreds  in  llie  provinces,  and 
ereryihing  was  huiTyiiig  forward  to  a  violent 
mutmpbe. 

Three  days  after  the  lUspatch  of  the  last-ciied 
1-uer,  and  two  ilays  after  tlie  adjourument  of  Con- 
gwsft.  ■Washington,  accompanied  by  Mr.  JefTLTJOii, 
'lepaneil  by  water  on  a  visit  to  Rhode  It^land, 
*hidi  SIjU«  had  recently  acceded  to  the  Uuiou. 
He  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  inhabitants, 
iad  rclnmed  to  New  York,  after  an  absence  of 
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ten  davB,  whence  he  a^aia  departetl  for  his  bo- 
loved  Mount  Veruon,  there  to  cast  off  public  cares 
as  much  as  possible,  and  enjoy  tlio  pleasures  of 
the  country  during  [he  re$iilue  of  the  recess  of 
CoagrcM. 


I 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Frontier  DiSicQlIiei  wilh  th»  IndiMB.  — Ganeral  Hsrraer'i 
Ex[*diiioQ  ■Eiinil  Ihem.  —  Ambuscude  of  Colonel  Hanlin'i 
DoUchmcnU  —  Ewtpe  of  Ciplsin  Airaslrong.  —  A  8ei;ond 
DeUchmenl  of  Colonel  Uardla  campi-lled  lo  retnU.-- 
Wuhingron's  long  Anxietj'  u  to  tho  Kesult  nf  the  Eiitir- 
ptHB.  — Final  Tidiogi. 

jB^WltKQFENT    depredorions   had    of    late 
n  rar*l    '"'''"  """^^  '"'  ^^^  frontier  Bettlementa 

bauilicti  of  ludiaiis"  from  the  novlhwest  side  of 
the  Ohio.  Some  of  our  people  had  been  masso' 
end  und  others  carried  iuto  deplorable  atptivity. 
Striut  jiuitic«  and  e(|uity  had  always  forni<:iil  Uie 
buis  of  WaatuDgton's  dealings  with  the  lodi^n 
tribes,  and  he  hud  endeavored  to  coavince  them 
that  surh  was  the  general  policj  of  our  goyern- 
ment;  but  his  efforta  were  often  ihwarled  bj  the 
conduct  of  our  own  people ;  the  encruachmeutfi 
of  Iftod  speculators  and  the  lawless  conduct  of  our 
frontiersmen  ;  and  jealousies  thus  exdteU  were 
fomented  by  the  intrigues  of  foreign  agent«- 

Tfae  Iridimis  of  the  Wabeuh  and  the  Miami  rivers, 
who  were  the  present  aggressors,  were  numerous, 
warlike,  and  not  deficiout  in  discipline.  They 
were  well  armed  also,  obtaining  weapons  and  am- 
munitiou  from  the  posts  which  the  British  still 
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reWnetl  within  the  lerrilories  of  the  TToihid  Statesi 
CODlrary  U>  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Washington  hml  deprecated  a  war  with  these 
eUTages,  whom  he  coiiu<lered  acting  under  d»- 
losiuu ;  IiDt  (huding  nil  paoiSc  OTertares  unavailuig, 
and  rather  prodactive  of  more  daring  airocitieSi 
he  felt  compeUed  to  resort  to  it,  alike  by  motivea 
of  policy,  hamaniiy,  and  justice.  An  net  had 
been  provided  for  emergencies,  by  which  the  Pres- 
ident was  empowered  to  call  out  the  milicia  for 
the  pTot«ctiun  of  the  frontier ;  thb  act  lie  put  ia 
force  in  the  iotervnl  of  Congre^ ;  and  under  it 
an  expedition  was  »et  on  fi>ot,  which  begui  its 
march  on  the  30th  of  September  from  Fort  Wash- 
ington (which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
dty  of  Cinirinnati).  Brigadier  General  Uarmar, 
a  Tetoran  of  the  Revolution,  led  the  expedidoD| 
having  under  him  three  hundred  and  twenty  reg- 
nlars.  with  militia  detachments  from  Pennsylvania 
aud  Virginia  (or  Kentucky),  making  in  all  four- 
teen hundred  aud  tifly-three  men.  After  a  mardt 
of  seventeen  days,  they  upproaclied  the  principa] 
village  of  the  Miamis.  The  Indians  did  not  awut 
an  attack,  but  set  lire  to  the  villuge  and  fled  to 
the  woods.  The  destruction  of  the  place,  witU 
that  of  large  quantities  of  provisions,  was  com- 
pleted. 

An  Indian  trail  being  discovered,  Colonel  Har- 
din, a  continental  officer  who  commanded  tha 
Kentucky  militia,  wm  detached  to  follow  it,  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  a:id  fifty  of  his  men, 
and  iiliout  thirty  regulara,  under  Ciipinin  Arm- 
strong and  Ensign  Hartshorn.    They  followed  the 
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trail  for  about  six  mtka,  aud  were  vrossiDg  a  plain 
covered  by  tliicfcels,  wlieii  suildeiily  there  were 
volleys  of  rifles  on  encb  sMe,  from  unseen  marks- 
nen,  acrompanied  by  the  Lorrid  war-nhoop.  The 
trail  luid,  in  fact,  decoyed  them  into  an  ambush 
of  seven  liundred  savages,  under  the  famous  war- 
rior Little  Turtle.  The  mililia  flud,  without  firing 
a  tDUSket.  The  sarages  now  lunied  upon  the  lillle 
handful  of  regulars,  who  stood  their  ground,  and 
made  a  brave  resistance  with  the  bayonet  until  all 
were  slain,  excepting  Capt4iin  Armstrong,  Ermign 
Ilartshoru,  and  Hve  privates.  The  ensign  was 
saved  by  fulling  behind  a  log,  which  screened  him 
from  his  pursuera.  Armstrong  plunged  into  a 
iwttrap,  where  lie  sank  up  to  bis  neck,  aud  re- 
mnined  for  several  hours  of  the  night,  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  field  of  action,  a  spectator 
of  the  war-dunce  of  the  savages  over  the  slain. 
The  two  officers  who  escaped  thus  narrowly,  Ibund 
their  way  back  to  the  camp  about  six  miles  dis- 
tuit.1 

The  army,  notwithstanding,  effected  the  main 
purpoee  of  the  expedition  in  laying  waste  the  In- 
dian  villages  and  desli'oying  their  winter's  stock 
of  provisions,  aflcr  which  it  rorameuced  ita  march 
back  to  Fort  Washington.  On  the  21at  of  Octo- 
ber, when  it  was  halted  about  ten  miles  to  the 
weat  of  Chillicothe,  an  opportunity  was  given 
Colonel  Hardin  to  wipe  out  the  late  disgrace  of 
his  arms.  He  was  detached  with  a  larger  body 
of  militia  than  before,  and  sixty  regulars,  under 
Major  Willys,  to  seek  and  bring  the  t 

1  Bullcr'a  Bia.  ^  £entuct<i,  192. 
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s  that  fca  toighl  hsTe  r^toiag  u  iL 
"TUb  iMUerr  afeaemd  bs,  ■b*w«Ue  or 
iilfciiwiwi  in  tbn  ■■■iri.  will  cBquito  to  bo  laid  ko- 
Ibn  ODDgren,  thai  'the  motim  whidi  indoced 
the  espeditioa  msj  m^ptmr."  N«arljr  another 
month  elapsed ;  the  time  for  die  reanembUng  of 
Coogres  was  at  band,  jet  Wwhington  was  eliU 
withoat  the  desit^d  information.  It  was  not  nn- 
til  the  I^t  of  Sorember  thai  he  recdved  a  letter 
from  Govenwr  George  Clmloa  of  New  Torii, 
oommuuicating  particular  of  the  affair  related  to 
bim  hj  Brant,  the  celebrated  Indian  cbie£ 
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^asLingtoQ,  "  that  my  repaired  coach  was  plain 
nud  elegant  than  rich  and  elegnul." 

Congresa  at  ils  opening,  wiu  cliielty  occupied  in 
Gaancial  arrangements,  intended  to  esL.bUah  the 
public  credit  and  provide  for  the  expenses  of  gov- 
eTDmcnt.  According  to  the  statetoeut  of  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  TreASury,  an  additional  annual 
revenue  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  thou- 
sand dollars  would  be  renuired,  principally  to 
meet  the  additional  charges  arising  from  the  ae- 
samplion  of  the  Stale  debta.  He  proposed  to 
raise  it  by  an  increase  of  the  impoai  on  foreign 
distilled  spirits,  and  a  tax  by  way  of  excise  on 
spirits  distilled  at  home.  An  Impost  and  Excise 
tail  was  accordingly  introduced  into  Conr^ress,  and 
met  with  violent  opposition.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  strike  out  the  excise,  but  failed.  an'I  the 
whole  bill  was  finally  carried  through  the  House- 
Mr.  Hamilton,  in  his  former  Treiwury  report, 
tiad  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank  ;  he  now,  in  a  special  report,  urged  [he  pol- 
icy of  the  measure.  A  bill,  introduced  in  con- 
fivmity  with  his  viewx,  was  passed  in  the  Senate, 
but  TohemenCly  opposed  in  the  House  ;  partly  on 
Cousiderutiousof  policy,  but  chieHyon  thu  ground 
of  constitutionality.  On  one  side  it  was  denied 
that  the  Constitution  harl  given  lo  Congress  the 
power  of  incorporation  ;  on  the  other  aide  it  was 
insisted  that  such  power  was  incident  to  the 
power  vested  in  Congress  for  raising  money. 

The  question  was  argued  at  lengili.  and  with 
great  ardor,  and  after  passing  the  House  of  Rep- 
teseatatives  by  a  majority  of  nineteen  votes,  came 
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befcre  the  Exevstin  for  bis  mppnin^ 
ton  was  follj  alive  to  (be  nugnhnde  of  llie  qdeB- 
[ioo  awl  the  interest  fell  la  it  bf  tbe  opporaig 
paniea.  Tbe  cabinet  was  divided  on  it.  ielEee- 
mo  and  Baadolph  denied  its  canstimtioBalitj ; 
UamQioa  aad  Kdox  waiftlaintd  iL  Washtngtoii 
reqnired  of  each  minister  ibe  reatona  of  bis  tjpin- 
ton  in  wriiiog ;  and,  afler  maturely  wcigliing 
them,  gmre  hb  eaoctioa  h>  ibe  act,  snd  the  bill 
was  carried  into  effect. 

The  objection  of  Jefienoo  to  a  bank  was  not 
merely  on  conslitalional  grounds.  In  his  eabee- 
quent  writings  he  avows  himself  opposed  to  banka, 
as  introducing  a  paper  instead  of  a  cash  Ejstem  — 
raieing  up  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  and  abandoning 
the  public  to  the  discretion  of  avarice  and  swin- 
dlers. Paper  money  might  have  some  advaa- 
tages,  but  lu  abuses  were  inevitable,  and  by 
breaking  up  Ibe  measure  of  value,  it  made  a  loU 
lery  of  all  private  property.  These  objections  hs 
maintftincd  to  his  dying  day ;  but  be  had  othen)- 
which  may  Lave  been  more  cogent  with  Lim  in 
the  present  instance.  He  considered  the  bank  tts- 
a  powerful  engine  intended  by  Hamilton  to  com* 
plele  the  machinery  by  which  the  whole  action  of 
the  legislature  was  to  be  placed  under  the  direo 
tioD  of  the  Treasury,  and  shaped  to  further  s' 
raonarcbical  aystem  of  goverumeut.  WasbiDgtoi^ 
he  affirmed,  was  not  aware  of  the  drift  or  ^ect' 
of  Hamillon's  schemes.  "  Unversed  in  financial' 
projects  and  calculations  and  budgets,  his  appro- 
bation of  them  was  bottomed  on  his  confidence  ia 
the  man." 
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Wsshinglon,  liowever,  was   not   prone    to  be 
swayed  iu  li!$ judgments  b^  blind  partiality.    Wlien 
lie  distrusted  bis  own  knowledge  in  regnrd  to  any 
important  mcusure,  he  asked  llie  written  ojiinlonB 
of  ifaose  of  bb  couucil  w!io  he  thougjit  were  bet- 
ter iufonned,  and  examined  and  weighed  tbem, 
and  put  tjiem  to  the  lest  of  his  almost  unraJliiig 
sagacity.     This  was  tlie  way  lie  had  acted  an  a 
general,  in  his  military  councils,  and  be  found  the 
same  plan  efficacious  iu  his  cabiuet.     His  coiifi- 
deuce  in  Hamilton's  taleuts,  iti formation,  and  in- 
tegrity bad  led   him   to  seek  his  counsels  ;  hut  hia 
Bpprob&lioa  of  those  counsels  was  bottomed  ou  a 
careful  iureBtigaiiou  of  them.     It  was  tbe  same  in 
regatd  to  the  couusela  of  JefTcrson  ;  tliey  were  re- 
ceived iviib  great  deference,  hut  always  deliber- 
ately and    scrupulously   weighed.      The    opposite 
policy  of  these  rival  statesmen  brought  them  into 
incessant  collision.      "  Hamilton  and  myself,"  writes 
Jefferson,  "  were  daily  pilled  in  the  cabinet  like 
two  cocks."     The    warm-hearted    Knox    always 
sided    with    bis  old   companion   id  arms  ;   whose 
talents  be  revered.     He  is  ollen  noticed  with  a 
diepareging  sneer    hy  Jeflcreon,  in    consequence. 
Baii<1olpb  commonly  adhered  to  the  laller.    WhsIi- 
ingtOD's  calm  and  massive  intellect  overruled  any 
occasional  discord.     His  poliey  witb  regard  to  his 
cangiitutional  advisers  has  been  happily  estimated 
by  a  modem    statesman  t    "  He  sought  no  unit 
**biiiet,  according  to  the  set  phrase  of  suceeding 
iiffiei.     He  asked  do  suppression  of  sentiment,  no 
Mnceiilinent  of  opinion  ;  he  exibited  no  mean  jeal- 
oiujof  high  talent  iu  others-    He  gathered  around 
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icj  \rj  wludi  it  was  ta  be  aeaa*A.  Tbe  ] 
iliMa,  trho  looked  op  lo  Bminiltoa  as  their  moddS 
wore  IB  Gmr  of  sira^beaing  ih«  general  go^ 
rnunent  ao  as  to  giye  it  weigbt  and  i" 
■broad  and  effidency  at  borne ;  to  goard  it  agiunlri 
tbe  encroadiiaeDls  of  the  iDdividual  States  and  I 
general  leuJenc;  to  aoarchj.  Tlw  oiber  pvtj', 
known  as  Repubiicans  or  Democrats,  and  taking 
Mr.  JefiVrfou's  view  of  affnirs,  ^w  in  all  th^ 
meajorts  advocated  bj  Ibe  Federalista,  an  i 
lion  lo  oonrert  ihe  F«d«ral  into  a  great  oenlral  0 
CODSoliilaled  government,  prepxrntory  to  a  cbange 
from  a  republic  to  a  mouarcli;. 

Tbe  pariicalars  of  General  Harmcr's  expedi- 
lioQ  a^tnet  ihe  Indians,  when  reported  to  Cos-' 
gress,  gave  great  dissatisfnction.  The  condoot: 
of  the  troops,  in  Butfering  themselves  t 
prised,  wna  for  some  lime  stigmatized  as  disgraoe* 
foL     Further  troubles  in  that  quarter  were  ^t*' 

1  Speech  of  K.  M.  T.  Banter,  ofVii^nia. 
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prebeni]ed,  for  ilie  Miamis  were  sitid  to  be  less 
disheartened  by  lUe  ravage  of  ilieir  villages  than 
exultant  at  the  auccessrul  ambuscades  of  Little 
Turtle. 

Three  Seneca  chie^,  Cornplanter,  Half  Town, 

nni)  Great  Tree,  being  at  the  aeat  of  government 

OD  business  of  their  own  nation,  offered  lo  visit 

'  ibese  belligerent   tribes,  and    pei^uade    them  to 

'  bury  the  balchet.     Wasbinglnn,  in  a  set  speech 

encoumged  them  in  the  nnderlukiug.     *'  By  this 

humane  measure,"  said  he, "  you  will  render  these 

mistaken    people  a  great    service,  and    probably 

prcrent  their  being  swept  off  the    face    of  Ilie 

eirlh.    The  United  Stiiles  require  only  that  these 

\  pei^le  should  demean  themselves  peaceiibly.     But 

I  the;  may  be  assured  that  the  United  Stales  are 

t-.tblCi  And  will    most    certainly  punish    them  se- 

\  vmiy  for  nil  their  robberies  and  niunk-rs." 

WkshingtoD    had    always  been  catneat  in  his 
\f  desire  to  civilize  the  fnTuges,  but  had  little  fuilh 
1  the  expedient  which    had    been    pursued,  of 
I  Kuding  iheir   young  men  to  our    colleges ;    llie 
I  true  menna,  he  thought,  was  to  inlroduce  the  aria 
t  ind  habits  of  husbandry  Httiung  ihem.     lu  con- 
I  eluding  his  spceeh  lo  the  Seneca  chiefs  be  ob- 
ed,  "  Wlien  you  return  to  your  country,  tell 
I   jfour  nation  that  it  is  my  desire  to  promote  Iheir 
prosperity  by  tvaebing  them   the  use  of  domestic 
animals,  and  the  manner  lliat  the  white  people 
plough  and  mise    so    mucli    com;    and   if,   upon 
cnnsideration,  it  would  bo  agreeable  to  the  iiaiioii 
ikt  Urge  to  leiim  those  nrtvt,  I  will  find  some  means 
of  lendiJus  ihem  tit  some  places  within  llicir  coun- 
try as  shall  be  agreed  upou," 
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In  the  oiirae  «f  the  pre^ient  session,  Coiigresa 
received  and  grunleil  ihe  nppliaitionB  of  Keniucky 
and  Vermont  for  admission  into  the  Uiiioii.  the 
Tormer  after  August,  1792  i  the  latter  immedi- 
ately. 

On  the  3d  of  Mnrch  the  term  of  this  first 
Ckingress  expired.  Washington,  afler  recitiog 
the  vurious  iraporiHiit  measurea  tliat  had  been 
effected,  le^tiljed  to  the  great  harmony  nnd  cor- 
diality which  had  prevailed.  In  sonie  few  in- 
stances, he  admitted,  particularly  in  patting  the 
law  for  higher  duties  on  spirituous  liquors,  and 
more  especially  on  the  subject  of  the  bank,  ''  the 
line  between  the  southern  and  eustern  intereata 
had  appeared  more  strongly  marked  than  eould 
be  wished,"  the  Ibrmer  agaiust  and  (he  latter  iu 
fiivor  of  those  measures,  "  but  the  debates,"  adds 
he,  "  were  conducted  with  temper  and  candor." 

As  the  Indians  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 
Ohio  still  continued  their  hostilities,  one  of  the 
last  measures  of  Congress  hud  been  an  act  to 
augment  the  military  establishments,  anil  to  place 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  more  ample  means 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers.  A  new  ex- 
pedition against  the  belligerent  tribes  had,  in 
consequence,  been  projected.  General  St.  Clair, 
actually  governor  of  tlie  territory  west  of  the 
Ohio,  WHS  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the 
forces  to  be  employed. 

Washington  hiid  been  deeply  chagrined  by  the 
mortifying  disasters  of  General  llarcner's  expedi- 
tion to  the  Wabash,  resulting  from  Indian  am- 
bushes.    In  taking  leave  of  liis  old  military  com- 
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Hide,  St.  Clf 

lir,  he  wislied  him  sue 

cess  and 

honor, 

bufgnse   hi 
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.     "You 
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bad  a  strict 
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word  —  Beware  of  a  surprise  ! 
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vhow 
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'  Btuh't  Watkia-jton  in  DomaSc  lift,  p.  07. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Wuhiogtoii'i  Tour  Ibrougb  the  Soutbcm  S(iit«i.  —  Letter  to 
Lalifclte.  —  GlMinv  Piclura  of  French  Alfain  bj  GouTer- 
neur  Morris.  — Hii  alluiion  lo  IjfajeMe.  —  L»fin-elte  de- 
picts the  Tnublu  of  ■  Pnlriol  Leader.  — WBihiogton's  R«- 
plj.  —  JefTerson'B  Ardent  View*  of  (be  French  Rerolutioa. 
—  Diatnut  uf  .lohn  AilBuu — Hi*  Cqptributions  toFeniio's 
Gurtte.  — Reprint  of  PuDe't  Rights  of  Man. —  Flight  and 
Kccaplun  of  Louis  XVI.  —  JtlTeraon  coinniiuiicalei  tJia 
Next  Id  Wuhinglun — His  Sitiiniction  vhen  the  King  ao- 
ccpla  the  Coostilution. 

■CegN  die  raontli  or  Marcb,  1791,  Washington 
En  lO  ^^'  '''''  **"  ^  ''^'"'  ^^"'"S'l  *^^  Soiiiheni 
frif^^  Sintes  ;  trnvclliiig  v/'ith  one  net  of  borsee 
nnil  niiikiitg  oi^ctiaional  halts.  The  route  pro- 
jected, and  of  which  he  had  marked  off  the  halt- 
ing places,  was  by  Fredericksburg,  Richmond, 
Wilmington  (N.  C),  and  Charleston,  to  .Savaunab  j 
thence  lo  Augusta,  Columbia,  and  the  inierior 
towns  uf  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  comprising 
a  journey  of  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
miles;  all  which  he  accomplished  without  any  in-- 
lerrcptiou  from  sickness,  bad  weather,  or  any  un- 
toward accident  *'  Indeed,"  writes  he,  "  so  highly 
were  we  favored  that  we  arrived  at  each  place 
where  I  proposed  lo  make  any  ball,  on  the  very 
day  I  fixed  upon  before  we  set  out.  The  same 
horses  performed  the  whole  lour ;  and,  alllougb 
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milch  reduced  in  fleeli,  kept  up  Iheir  fitll  spirils  la 
the  InsI  ilay." 

Ht'  iviurntHl  10  Philadelphm  on  llic  6i!i  of  July, 
much  plunged  with  liia  lour.  Ii  liiui  enHblcd  liim, 
be  sniil.  to  see,  with  liis  own  eyes,  ihe  situHiioii 
of  the  conntry,  and  to  Itmrn  miiru  occiirniely  the 
disposition  of  the  people,  thiin  he  could  Imve  done 
from  Briy  verbal  infommiion.  He  bad  looked 
nranod  him,  in  fiicl,  with  a  paternal  eye,  been 
cbe«red  as  nsual  by  continual  demonstrations  of  a 
nation's  love,  and  his  bearl.had  warmed  with  the 
reflection  how  much  of  itiis  national  happiness  had 
been  won  by  iiis  own  patriotic  ejcerlioiia, 

"  Every  day's  experience  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,"  writes  he  to  David  Hnin- 
pUreys,  "  seems  to  confinn  its  establishment,  and 
U>  render  it  more  populnr.  A  ready  acquiesci-iico 
in  the  Ihws  made  under  it  shows.  In  a  strong  light, 
the  contidenL'e  which  the  people  iiave  in  their  rep- 
reetrutullves,  and  in  the  upiigbt  views  of  those 
who  aduiinister  the  government.  At  Ihe  time  of 
patting  a  law  imposing  a  duly  on  home-made  spii'- 
ila,  it  was  vehemently  affirmed  by  many  that  such 
a  law  conld  never  be  executed  in  the  Soutbera 
States,  particularly  iu  Virginia  and  South  Cnro- 
linn,  ....  But  from  the  best  infornmlion  I 
coiih]  get  on  my  journey  respecting  its  operatlojis 
un  ibe  minds  of  liie  people, —  and  I  look  sonio 
pains  to  obtain  information  on  this  point,  —  there 
remains  not  a  doubt  but  it  will  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, not  only  without  opposition,  but  with  very 
general  approbation,  in  ibose  very  parts  where  it 
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was  forelold  ihat  it  never  would  be  submitted  to 
by  any  one." 

'*  Our  public  credit,"  adds  lie,  "  stnnds  on  that 
ground,  whidi,  tliree  years  ngo,  it  vTould  hnve  been 
maduesa  to  have  roretold.  The  astouisbiug  rapid- 
ity wiib  which  the  newly  iiisliluled  bauk 
filled,  gives  an  unexampled  proof  of  the  resource! 
of  our  countrymea  and  llieir  confidence  iu  pubUo 
measures.  On  the  first  day  of  opening  the  sob- 
scriplion  the  whole  number  of  shnres  (ttven^ 
thousHnd)  were  taken  up  iu  one  hour,  and  appli- 
cntion  made  for  upwards  of  four  thousand  shares 
more  than  were  granted  by  the  institution,  besides 
many  others  that  were  coming  ia  from 
quurlers.^ 

To  hb  comrade  in  arms,  Lafayette,  he  also 
writes  exultingly  of  the  flourishing  slate  of  the 
country  and  the  attachment  of  alt  classes  to  the 
government :  — 

"  While  in  Europe,  wars  or  commotions  seem 
to  agitate  ahnost  every  nation,  peace  and  tranquil 
lity  prevail  among  us,  except  in  some  parts  of  our 
Western  frontiers,  where  ihe  Indiana  have  beep 
troublesome,  to  reclaim  or  chastise  whom,  proper 
measures  are  now  pursuing.  This  conirnsl  be- 
tween (lie  silualiun  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  Europe,  is  too  slrikiug  \o  b6 
passed  over,  even  by  the  most  supei-ficini  observer, 
and  may,  I  believe,  be  considered  »s  one  great 
cause  of  leading  the  people  here  lo  reflect  more 
Attentively  ou  their  own  prosperous  stttle,  and  to 
examine    more    minutely,  and  consequently  w^ 
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prove  more  fully  of  the  government  under  wliioh 
tbej  live,  thnn  they  oiiivrwise  would  have  done. 
Bat  we  do  not  wish  to  be  the  ouly  people  who 
may  use  the  sweets  of  au  eqiml  and  good  govern- 
ment. We  look  with  an  anxious  eye  to  the  time 
wlieo  liappiuesa  and  tranquillity  shall  prevuii  in 
your  country,  nod  wlieu  all  Europe  shall  be  freed 
from  cotnmotiou,  tumults,  and  alarms." 

Letters  from  Gouverneur  Morris  had  given  him 
a  gloomy  picture  of  Frencli  af&irs.  "This  un- 
happy country,"  writes  he,  "  bewildered  in  pursuit 
of  mclaphysicai  whimsies,  presents  to  our  moral 
view  a  mighty  ruin.  Like  the  remnauta  of  an- 
cieut  iQHguiliceiice,  we  admire  (he  architecture  of 
Ibe  temple,  while  we  deleft  the  false  god  to  whom 
it  was  dedicated.  Dnws  and  ravens,  and  the  birds 
of  nigbl,  now  build  their  nests  iu  '\{a  niches.  The 
sovereign,  humbled  to  the  level  of  a  beggar's 
ptly,  without  resources,  without  authority,  without 
a  friend.  The  Assembly  at  ouce  a  master  and  a 
alave,  new  in  power,  wild  in  theory,  raw  in  prac- 
IJce.  It  engrosses  all  fuuciiona,  though  incapable 
of  ezerasing  any,  and  has  taken  from  this  Berce, 
Jeiocious  people,  every  restraint  of  religion  and 
of  respect  ....  Lafayette  has  hitherto  acted 
■1  splendid  part.  The  king  obeys  but  detests  him. 
He  obeys  because  he  feai-a.  Whoever  posaessea 
the  royal  person  may  do  whatever  he  pleases  with 
the  royal  character  and  authority.  Hence,  it  hup* 
pens  that  the  ministers  are  of  Lafayette's  appoint- 

Ln&yetle'a  own  letters  depict  the  troubles  of  a 
I  Spwk'i  Uft  of  a.  MorrU,  iL  171-UB. 
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**The  rage  or  parly,  even  ItetWeBflllio  diffur- 
pt  shtides  of  patrloU,  lins  gone  as  iat  lu .  [uiHuililo 
ritbout  the  tifiision  of  blood ;  but  if  n>ii'jii>'iliii9 
e  £ir  troiQ  subsiiUug.  preseul  circuniHLiiht^H'uro 
['miieirbKt  Icaa  meiiHciiig  of  a  colliftioii  bettvtifn 
V  te  different  supporters  of  the  popular  caiiAe.  A« 
1  to  ta^f,  I  Bin  alwajs  the  bult  for  attacks  of; 
I  iQ  pkriies,  because  they  see  in  my  pemon  an  ui-  ■' 

t  obstacle  to  itteir  evil  (ieoigiia.     In 
f  tbtmcra  time,  what  appeun  to  me  a  eptries  of 
|<iwwiM>fp«,  my  popularity  hitherto  hn«  not  beeu 

iidiii  Moaier  letter,  he  spealu  of  the  malti- 
g  dangera  wfaicb  menaced  the  prog^rcv  of 
■  !■  Prance:  ''Tbe  rvfugec*  borering  al»ut 
•  fcmtim^  iulngaes  in  mort  of  the  dftputic 
;  ajAuettL,  our  regnbr  mrmj  di- 
^  en  and  tmliMipliiied  aoUim, 
g  tbe  p«ofile  twt  cwily  rt- 
\,  Ar  opital,  thai  pn»  the  tme  (o  liie 
-  tby-    ■ 
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the  time,BtH  your  lellers  ai-e  tar  Irom  quieting 
that  fritDtlly  concern.  Bill  to  one  who  engages 
ill  hjzs^nloua  enterprises  Tor  the  good  of  his  coun- 
tryAJfid  who  is  guided  by  pure  nod  upright 
vje'we.'as  I  am  sure  is  the  case  ivith  you,  life  is 
but  a  secondary  consideraliou- 
'■-,  "The  tumultuous  populace  of  large  cities  are 
, -ever  to  be  dreaded.  Their  indiscriminate  vio- 
lence prostrates,  for  the  time,  all  public  authoritj, 
and  its  couaequences  are  sometimes  extensive  and 
terrible.  la  Parts,  ne  may  suppose  these  tumults 
are  peculiarly  disastrous  at  this  time,  nbeti  the 
public  miud  is  iu  a  ferment,  and  when,  as  is  al- 
ways the  case  on  such  occasions,  there  are  not 
wanting  wickcl  and  designing  men  wbo»e  ele- 
ment is  confusion,  and  who  will  not  hesitate  in 
destroying  the  public  tranquillity  to  gain  a  favor- 
Sympathy  with  the  popular  cause  prevailed 
with  a  part  of  Washington's  CBbinet.  Jefferson 
was  ardent  in  his  wishes  that  the  revolutioQ 
might  be  established.  He  fell,  he  said,  that  the 
permanence  of  our  own  revolution  leaned,  in 
some  degree,  on  that  of  France ;  that  a  failure 
there  would  be  a  powerful  argument  to  prove 
there  must  be  a  failure  here,  and  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  French  revolution  was  necessary  to 
stay  up  our  own  and  "  prevent  its  falling  badi  to 
thtit  kind  of  half-way  house,  the  Fnglish  consli- 
tulion." 

Outside  of  the  cabinet,  the  Vice  President, 
John  Adums,  regarded  the  French  revolution 
with  strong  distrust.     His  official  position,  how- 
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ever,  was  too  ne|;Hlive  in  its  nnture  to  afford  him 
an  opporiunity  of  exerting  influence  od  public  af- 
fkiis.  He  considered  ihe  post  of  Vice  President 
beneath  his  tulerils.  "  Sly  country,"  wriica  he, 
"  has,  in  its  wisdom,  contrived  for  me  (lie  most 
insigiiificaDt  office  thai  ever  the  Itivenlion  of  mnn 
contrived  or  fais  imaginHlioii  conceived." '  im- 
palient  of  a  sltuaiion  in  which,  aa  be  snid,  be 
could  do  neither  good  nor  evil,  he  resorted,  for 
mentnl  relief,  to  the  press,  and  for  upwards  of  a 
year  hod  exercised  his  furtile  aud  ev< 
in  furnishing  Fenno's  "  Gazette  of 
Scalea,"  with  a  series  of  papers  en' 
courses  ou  Dnvila,"  being  iin  analysii 
"  History  of  the  Civil  W«rs  of  Franc. 
Century."  The  aim  of  Mr.  Adams,  i 
was  Co  point  out  to  hia  countrymen  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  fiiim  powerful  fuclioiis  in  ill- 
balanced  forme  of  government ;  but  his  iiim  whs 
mistaken,  and  he  was  churged  with  advocating 
Bioitarchy,  and  laboring  to  prepare  the  way  fur 
sn  hereditary  presidency.  To  counteract  these 
**  political  heresies,"  a  reprint  of  Faine's  "  Rights 
of  Unn,"  written  in  reply  to  Burke's  pamphlet  on 
tbfi  Frencli  revolution,  appeared  under  the  aus- 
|>icea  of  Mr.  Jeflferson. 

Willie  Ihe  public  mind  was  thus  agitated  wilh 
coiitlictiug  opinions,  news  arrived  in  Aiigiisi,  of 
Ihe  (light  of  Louis  XYl.  from  Paris,  and  his  re- 
capture at  Varenncs.  All  Jefferson's  haired  of 
royalty  was  amused  by  ibis  breach  of  royal  fiiih. 
"  Such  are  the  iruits  of  thai  form  of  government," 
1  Ufi,  i.  MO. 
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BBi<l  lif,  pcorurully,  "  which  heaps  iniporlnnce  on 
idiols,  iind  which  the  lories  of  ihe  prpatiit  day 
are  Irying  to  preach  iuto  our  favor.  It  would 
be  uiifoi'tiinate  were  it  iti  Ilie  power  of  fiiiy  oae 
inati  lo  d«re[it  the  haue  of  so  beautiful  h  revulu- 
tion.  I  hope  and  tniHt  ihnt  it  ia  not,  uiid  tlist, 
for  t)ie  good  of  flutfering  humaiiity  all  over  llie 
enrth,  that  revolution  will  be  established  and 
spreiid  111!  over  [lie  world." 

He  wax  the  first  lo  commuoicate  the  intelli- 
gence to  Washiiigtou,  who  was  holding  oue  of 
his  kvees,  nnd  observeB,  "  I  never  saw  him  so 
much  digected  by  any  event  in  my  life."  Wash- 
ington, htuiBeir,  declares  lliHt  he  remained  for 
some  lime  in  painful  euspeu^e,  as  to  wind  would 
be  the  consequences  of  iliis  event.  Ultimately, 
when  news  nrrived  that  the  king  had  accepted 
the  constitution  from  the  hands  uf  tlie  NhuoukI 
Assembly,  he  hailed  the  event  as  promising  huppy 
uonseqiieiiccs  to  France,  and  to  mnukind  in  gen- 
eral ;  and  what  added  to  his  joy,  was  the  uoble 
and  d is i inert s ted  part  whieli  his  friend,  Lafiiyette, 
bad  acted  in  this  grent  dmma.  *'  Tlie  pntyera 
and  wishes  of  the  human  race,"  writes  he  lo  the 
marquis,  "  have  attended  the  exertions  of  your 
nation ;  and  when  your  afTuirs  are  .allied  uitder 
an  energetic  and  eqmil  government,  tlie  hearts  of 
all  good  men  will  he  saiislied." 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

Rnnt  Hou™  at  MoonC  Vernon, —  A»iwmblin(i  of  Second 
ConEnw.  —  WwhiiiglDu'i  Opening  Speech.  —  Two  Kxpe- 
dilions  organiitd  »g»in.t  Ihe  Indinns,  under  Siioll  and  Wil- 
kinson.—Their  feeble  Remit. —  Third  t:xpcdilln..  under 
Si.  Clair.  — HiaDisulmuiF  Content  and  Dlsmil  Relrt^l.— 
How  Waihinglun  receiTcd  the  InleUigcncB. 

I   FKWVeeks  of  autumn  were  passed  by 
asliingtoD  at  Mount  Vernon,  witli  liis 

I  riiuiily  iu  rural  enjoyment,  and  in  in- 
Ctnu^ling  a  new  ageul,  Mr.  Robert  Lewis,  in  the 
nutnogetuent  of  his  estate ;  hia  nephew,  Miijor 
George  A.  Washiuglon,  who  ordinarily  nttended 
to  his  lauded  concerns,  being  absent  among  the 
moniitains  in  quest  of  health. 

The  second  Congress  assembled  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  24th  of  October,  and  ou  the  i!.5ih 
fVashiiigton  (teliv-ered  his  opening  speech.  Afier 
remarking  upon  the  prosperous  situation  of  the 
country,  and  the  success  which  had  attended  its 
Gunncial  measures,  be  adverted  to  the  offensive 
operations  against  the  Indiana,  which  goveniment 
bad  l>ecn  compelled  to  adopt  for  the  protection  of 
the  Weeiern  frontier.  Some  of  these  o[icr.itioiis, 
he  oltierved,  had  been  successliil,  others  were  still 
depending.  A  brief  statement  will  be  ^uHicient 
for  the  successful  operations  alluded  to.    To  recon- 
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die  Bome  of  the  people  of  the  West  lo  the  ap- 
pomtment  of  General  St.  GHir  as  coromMniler-in- 
chief  hi  lliat  quarter,  a  local  boanl  of  war  had 
beea  formed  for  the  Weateru  coimiry,  empowered 
to  act  iu  conjuneiinn  with  ihe  oominnndiug  officer 
of  the  United  States,  iu  calling  out  the  militia, 
gentling  out  expeditions  against  the  Iiiiliaiis,  ami 
apportioning  scouts  through  the  exposed  parts  of 
the  dbtrict  of  KcDluckj. 

Uuder  this  amiugement  two  expeditions  Itad 
Ifeea  orgaiiixed  in  Keuliicky  against  the  villugea 
on  the  Wubosh.  The  first,  in  May,  was  led  hj 
General  Charles  Scott,  having  General  'nilkin- 
Bon  as  second  m  command.  The  second,  n  vol' 
unteer  enterprise,  in  August,  was  teil  by  Wilkin* 
son  alone.  Very  little  good  was  effected,  or  gloiy 
gained  by  eilher  of  these  expeditions.  Indhuk 
villages  and  wigwams  were  Inimed,  and  fields 
waste :  some  few  warriors  were  killed  and  priB*< 
oners  taken,  and  an  immense  expense  incurred. 

Of   the  events  of  a  third  entenirise.  led  1 
Genersl  St-  Clair  himself,  no  tidings  had 
received  at    the  time  of   Washington's    ope 
speeeh ;  but  we  will  anticipate    the    official 
patches,  and  proceed  lo  show  how  it  fareil  wi^ 
that  veteran  soldier,  and  how  far  he  profited  by 
the  impressive  wnming  which    he  had  received 
from  the  President  at  parting. 

The  troops  for  his  expedition  sSHemhled  early 
in  September,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Washington 
(now  Cincinnati).  There  were  aliont  two  thou- 
Blind  regulars,  and  one  thousand  militia.  Ths 
regulars  included  a  corps  of  artillery  and  several 
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sqiiJttirons  of  home.  An  arduous  task  wae  before 
ibem.  Itonds  were  to  be  opened  through  n  wil- 
Ueniesfl ;  bridges  constructed  for  the  coiiveynnoe 
of  artillery  anil  stores,  and  forts  to  be  built  »o  its 
to  teep  up  a,  line  of  communicatioQ  between  tbe 
Wabash  and  the  Ohio,  the  base  of  operatioiif. 
The  troops  commenced  iheir  march  directly  north, 
on  liie  Gth  or  7lh  of  September,  cutting  their 
way  ilirongh  the  woods,  and  slowly  constnicting 
the  line  of  forts.  The  little  army,  on  the  24th  of 
October,  according  to  the  diary  of  an  officer,  was 
reepectahle  in  nomherB — "upon  paper"  —  but, 
adds  he,  "  the  atwenco  of  the  first  regiment,  and 
d^ertions  from  the  militia,  had  very  much  re- 
duced as.  With  the  residue  there  was  too  gener- 
ally wanting  Ihe  essential  stamina  uf  soliliers. 
Picked  up  and  recruited  from  the  off-scouring*  of 
large  towns  and  cilies,  enervated  by  idleness,  de- 
bauchery, and  every  species  of  v'ute,  it  waa  im- 
pwsible  they  could  have  been  made  competent  to 
the  arduous  duties  of  Indian  warfare.  An  extmor- 
diDary  aversion  to  service  was  also  oonspicnoug 
KiDongst  them,  and  demonstrated  hy  repented 
desertions ;  in  many  instances  to  the  very  foe 
we  were  to  combaL  The  late  period  at  which 
they  had  been  brought  into  the  field,  left  no  leis- 
ure nor  opportunity  to  discipline  them,  They 
were,  moreover,   badly  clotheil,  badly   paid,   and 

badly  fed The  military  stores  and  arms 

were  sent  on  in  infiimous  order.  NotwithstAmling 
pointed  orders  against  firing,  and  a  penalty  of  one 
btindred  lashes,  giune  was  so  plenty  and  presented 
such  a  strong  lumptatioii,  that  the  militia  and  the 
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Thus  rerluced  to  1,400  efiective  rank  and  file, 

lie  nrmy  coutiuued  its  mnrch  to  a,  point  about 

biveuty-nine  miles  &om  Fort  Jeflerson,  a:id  ninety- 

even  from  Fort  Washington,  and  fifteen  miles 

f  B«Qth  of  (lie  Mihuni  vitlitge^,  where  it  encamped, 

fCov«mber  3d,  on  a  rising  ground  with  a  stream 

-Tnrty  feet  wide  in  front,  running  westf^rly.     Tliis 

Btr^m  was  mistaken  1i;  General  St.  Clair  for  the 

Su  Mary,  whkh  empties  itself  into  the  Miami  of 

the  litkes ;  but  it  was,  in  fact,  a  tributary  of  the 

I  "Wabash. 

I  A  number  of  new  and  old  Indian  campa 
showed  tliat  this  had  been  a  place  of  general  re- 
sort ;  and  in  the  bends  of  the  stream  were  tracks 
of  a  parly  of  fifteen,  horse  and  foot ;  a  scouting 
party  most  probably,  which  must  have  quitted  tlie 
ground  juat  before  the  arrival  of  the  ai'my. 
I  The  troops  were  encamped  in  two  hues,  the 
right  wing  composed  of  Butler,  Clarke,  and  Pat- 
terson's battalions,  commanded  by  Major-general 
Sutler,  Ibrming  the  first  line  ;  Patterson  on  the 
right,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  right  of 
Butler.  The  left  wing,  consisting  of  Be^ldinger 
and  Gnither's  battalions,  and  the  second  United 
Stales  regiment,  commanded  by  Ci>lonel  Darke, 
formed  the  second  line  ;  wiih  an  interval  of  about 
seventy  yards,  which  was  all  that  l!ie  ground  al- 
lowed. The  length  of  the  lines  was  nearly  four 
hundred  yards ;  the  rear  somewhat  more,  and  the 
front  somewhat  less.  A  troop  of  horse,  eotn- 
manded  by  Captain  Truman,  and  a  com|iiiiiy  of 
riflemen  under  Captain  Faulkner,  were  upon  the 
right  flank,  and  Snowden's  troop  of  horse  ou  the 
leli. 
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levies  were  con^tauUy  ofiending,  lo  the  great  in- 
jury of  the  service  aiid  ilie  destruction  of  all  or*, 
der  in  the  army."  * 

After  placing  garrisons  in  the  forts,  the  geneml 
continued  his  march.  It  was  a  forced  one  with 
him,  for  he  was  so  afflicted  with  the  gout  that  ha 
could  not  walk,  and  tiad  to  he  helpeil  on  mid  off 
of  his  horse ;  but  his  only  ch.iDce  lo  keep  his  littlft 
army  together  was  to  move  od.  A  number  of  the 
Virginia  troops  hail  alreaily,  on  the  27th  of  Octo- 
ber, insisted  ou  their  disuhiirges ;  there  was  dan> 
ger  that  the  whole  battalion  would  follow  their 
examgile,  and  the  time  of  the  other  battalions  waK 
Dearly  up.  The  plan  of  the  general  was  to  puah 
so  far  into  the  enemy's  country,  that  auch  dcta^- 
ments  aa  might  be  entitled  to  their  discharges, 
woidd  bo  afraid  to  return. 

Tlje  army  had  proceeded  six  days  a^er  leaving;! 
Fort  Jeffersou,  and  were  drawing  near  a  part  of  T 
the  country  where  they  were  likely  to  meet  witb'.fl 
Indiana,  when,  on  the  30th  of  October,  siily  of  I 
the  milida  deserted  in  a  body  ;  intending  lo  sainfl 
ply  themselves  by  plundering  the  convoys  of  p 
visions  which  were  roming  forward  in  tli 
Tlie  first  United    States   re^meut,  under  M^orl 
Hamti'anck,  was  detached  to  march  back  beyond'! 
Fort  Jefierson,  apprehend  these  deserters,  if  pos^l 
sible,  and.  at  all  events,  prevent  the  proviuons 
that  might  be  on  the  way,  from  being  rilled.   The 
force  thus  detached,  consisted  of  three  hundred  of 
the  best  disciplined  men  in  the  service,  with  ex- 
perienced officers. 

1  Diary  of  Colonel  Winllirop  Sargenf,    Adjulsnl 
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Thus  reduoefl  to  1.400  effective  rank  and  file, 
iJie  maty  coutiuned  \\&  march  to  &  poiut  about 
tweuiy-iiiue  miles  from  Fort  Jefierson,  und  nicety- 
Baven  from  Fort  Washington,  and  fifteen  miles 
•outb  of  the  Miami  villages,  where  it  encamped, 
November  3d,  od  a  rising  ground  with  a  stream 
ide  in  trmit,  running  westerly.     This 
mistaken  by  General  St.  Cluir  for  the 
iL  Mary,  which  empties  itself  mto  the  Miami  of 
!t  it  was,  in  fact,  a  tributary  of  tlie 

number  of  new  and  old  Indian  cam  pa 
showed  that  this  hail  been  a  place  of  general  re- 
sort ;  and  in  the  bends  of  the  stream  were  tracks 
irf  a  party  of  fifteen,  horse  and  foot;  a  scouting 
party  motit  probably,  which  must  have  quitteil  tho 
ground  just  Ijefore  the  arrival  of  the  army. 
The  troops  were  encamped  in  two  lines,  the 
wing  composed  of  Butter,  Clarke,  Biid  Pat- 
tersou's  Iwilalions,  commanded  by  Major-genernl 
Butlur,  forming  the  first  line  ;  Pailerson  on  the 
right,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  on  tho  right  of 
Butler.  The  left  wing,  consisting  of  Beddiuger 
and  Gaillier's  battalions,  and  the  second  United 
Stales  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Diirke, 
formed  the  second  line  ;  with  an  interval  of  ubotit 
eercnty  yards,  which  was  all  that  the  ground  iij- 
Jowed.  The  length  of  llie  lines  was  nearly  four 
llmndred  yards  :  the  rear  somewhat  more,  and  the 
'front  somewhat  less.  A  troop  of  liorse,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Trumau,  and  a  company  of 
riflemen  under  Captain  Faulkner,  were  upon  the 
right  flank,  and  Snowdeu's  troop  of  horse  on  the 
left 
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The  groutiil  deBceuded  graJudI;  'm  front  of  fl 
the  encAmpmeDt  to  the  stream,  which,  si  thiiv 
time,  WAS  fordable,  and  tneaudered  in  its  course  ;' 
in  some  pliiL'es,  uue  hundred  yards  dtataut  froBll 
the  camp,  in  others  not  more  than  tweDty-firobl 
Tlie  immediate  spot  of  the  encampment  wna  verya 
defensible  against  regular  troops ;  but  it  was  siil>a 
rounded  by  close  woods,  dense  thickets,  and  tliel 
trunks  of  fallen  trees,  with  here  and  there  a  FS^S 
vine,  and  a  small  swiinip  —  all  the  best  kind  of  ■ 
cover  for  stealthy  Indian  warfare. 

The  militia  were  encamped  beyond  the  stream. I 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  the  advance,  OB  •  J 
high  flat ;  a  much  more  favorable  posicio 
that  occupied  by  the  main  body;  and  capaciota4 
enough  to  have  accommodated  the  whole,  andv 
admilled  any  extent  of  tines. 

It  was  Ihe  intention  of  St.  Clair  to  throw  up  %    I 
slight  work  on  llie  following  day,  and  to  n 
to  the  attack  of  the  Indian  villages  as  soon  as  he  1 
should  be  rejoined  by  Slajor  Hamtnuick  and  the 
first  United  Stales  regiment.     The  plan  of  this 
work    he  concerted    in  the  evening  with   BilajoT 
Ferguson  of  the  artillery,  a,  cool,  indefatigablei  I 
determined    man.     In    the    mean    time,  Colood 
Oldham,  the  commanding  ofRcer  of  the  militia^ 
was  directed  to  send  out  two  detachments  tha^-l 
evening,  to  explore  the  country  and  gain  iufor-  I 
mation  concerning  the  enemy.     The  militia,  how^'l 
ever,    showed    signs   of  iuBubordination.      Thef  I 
complained  of  being  too  much  fatigued  for  the  1 
purpose  ;  in  short,  the   service  wa"  not,  and  prob*  \ 
ably  could    not    be  enforced.     Sentiuek    posted  J 
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wild  the  camp,  about  SAy  paces  Ji^lnnt  from 
rb  other,  rormed  tlie  principiil  security. 
About  half  tui  hour  before  i>uitn'»e  on  The  next 
'oiiig  (NoTcmber  4[|j),  luid  just  afler  tlie  iroaps 
been  iltstnisited  od  purnde,  a  horrible  sound 
t  Ibrtb  fmin  tbe  woods    nrouiid  tbe    militia 
'temp,  resembling,  snys  mi  officer,  the  Jangling  of 
'  iftuiciiile  of  Itorse-belK     It  was  the  direful 
Jtidiau  jell,  followed  by  tlie  slmrp  reports  of  tlie 
demtlj  rifle.     The  militia  returned  a  feeble  fire 
vid    then    look    lo  fligbi,  dasbiiig    belter-»kuller 
bio  tlie  other  camp.     The  first  line  of  tbe  con- 
tiaeatal   troops,  which   was  hastily   forming,   was 
llirown  into  disorder.     Tbe    Indians  were  close 
Upon  tbe  heels  of  the  tlying  militia,  and  would 
have  entered  ilie  camp  with  ibem,  but  the  sight 
of  troops  drawn  up  with  fixed   hayoaels  lo  re- 
ceive them,  checked  their  anlor,  and  tbey  threw 
IhemaeWes  behind  logs  and  bushes  at  the  distance 
ot  seventy  yards;    and  immediately  comiueiiced 
U  Attack  upon  the  first  line,  which  soon  was  ex- 
tended to  the  second,     Tbe  great  weight  of  the 
Utock  was  upon  tbe  centre  of  each  line  where 
Uh:  Hrtillery  was  placed.     The  ui'tjllery,  if  not 
well  served,  was  bravely  fought;  a  quantity  of 
canister  aud  some  round  abot  were  thrown  in  the 
ditcc^on  whtMice  the  Indiiuis  fired  ;  but,  concealed 
U  the;  were,  Biid  only  seen  occasioually  as  they 
►prang  from  one  covert  to  another,  it  was  impoa- 
tible  lo  ^recl  tbe   pieces  lo  advantage.      The  nr- 
tflleriBta  iheiiuelvea  were  exptised  to  a  munlur- 
*w  fire,  aud  every  officei-,  and    more  than  two 
"^irii  of  the   meu,  were    killed   and    wounded. 
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Tvicv  tbe  lodiaii}  piubed  into  the  carnp,  deliv* 
eriiig  (heir  fire  and  ihea  m^Lmg  oi 
tomabnirk,  but  eadi  time  tbey  were  driven  back^ 
General  BuEkr  had  been  shot  rrom  hia 
and  was  billing  down  to  hare  his  ni>uad  dressed 
ivh«n  a  dxriug  savage  darted  into  the  cainp,  lots 
nhitwk«d  and  scalped  him.  He  failed  to  carr 
off  his  trophy,  being  instantij  slain. 

The  veteran  St.  Clair,  who,  luuible  to  monni 
his  horse,  was  borne  about  ott  a  litter,  preserved 
bis  coolnesa  in  the  midet  of  the  peril  and  disastefj 
giriog  his  ordcra  with  judgment  and  9elf-p« 
siou.  Seeing  to  what  disadvantage  Lis  I 
fought  with  a  concealed  enemj,  he  ordered  Colonc 
Darke,  with  his  regiment  of  regulars,  to  i 
the  Indians  from  tlieir  covert  with  the  bayone^ 
Hud  lam  their  left  flank.  This  was  executed 
with  great  spirit;  the  enemy  were  dri' 
or  four  hundred  yards  ;  but,  for  want  of  cavalry^ 
or  riflemen,  the  pursuit  slackened,  and  the  troopw^ 
were  forced  to  give  back  in  turn.  The  saragef^ 
hud  now  got  into  ihe  camp  by  the  lefl  flank ; 
again  several  charges  were  mitde,  but  in  vt ' 
Grpnt  carnage  whs  suffered  from  the  enemy  c 
cealed  iu  the  woods ;  every  shot  seemed  to  ti 
effect ;  all  the  officers  of  the  second  regimen! 
were  picked  off,  excepting  three.  The  i 
hail  now  endured  for  more  thnti  two  hours  nnd  a 
half.  The  spirits  of  the  troops  flaggui 
loss  of  llie  olilicers ;  hnlf  the  nnuy  was  killed,  aitd 
the  situation  of  the  remainder  was  desperate 
There  appeared  to  be  do  alternative  but  a  T 
treat. 
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At  balf-paat  nine,  General  St.  Clair  ortlerei] 
Colonel  Dnrke,  with  llie  second  regiment,  to  make 
nnolliBr  chai'ge,  as  if  lo  turn  the  right  wing  of 
liie  enemy,  bul,  in  fact,  to  regain  IIjg  roail  from 
^rhich  the  army  was  cut  off.  This  ol-ject  was  ef- 
fected. "  Having  collected  in  one  body  the  great- 
est part  of  tlie  troops,"  writes  one  of  the  olllcera, 
■^  aod  sudIi  of  llie  woanded  as  could  possibly  liot>- 
l>le  along  witb  us,  we  pushed  out  from  the  left  of 
<fae  rear  line,  aacrifid&g  our  artillery  and  luiggage." 
Some  of  ihe  wounded  officers  were  brought  oflT 
on  boraes,  but  several  of  the  disabled  men  had  to 
Im  left  on  the  ground.  The  poor  fellows  charged 
ibeir  pieces  before  t.hey  were  letl :  and  the  tiring 
«if  tnuaketry  beard  by  the  troops  atler  they  qnit- 
Isd  the  camp,  told  that  iheir  unfortunate  com- 
Tades  were  selling  their  lives  dear. 

It  was  a  disorderly  flight.  The  troops  threw 
awsy  arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements  ;  even 
ihe  officers,  in  some  instances,  divested  tbem- 
aelves  of  iheir  fusees.  The  general  was  mounted 
OD  a  pack  horse  which  could  not  be  pricked 
oat  of  Bk  walk-  Fortunately,  the  enemy  did  not 
pursue  above  a  mile  or  two,  returning,  most 
probably,  lo  plunder  the  camp. 

By  seven  in  the  evening,  tl»e  fugitives  reached 
Fort  Jefferson,  a  dh'tiince  of  twenty-nine  miles. 
Here  they  met  Uajor  Hamiranck  with  the  Srst 
Kgiroent ;  but,  M  this  force  was  far  from  suffi- 
cient lo  make  up  for  Ihe  losses  of  Ihe  morning, 
llie  retreat  was  continued  lo  Fort  Washington, 
where  the  array  arriveii  on  the  8th  at  noon,  shat- 
tered   and    broken-spirited.     Many  poor    fellows 
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fell  behind  iu  the  retrent,  and  fnticying  tlie  sgr- 
agcs  were  upon  lliem,  lefl  tlie  road,  and  some  of 
lliein  were  wandering  several  days,  until  oearlf 
Blarved. 

In  this  disnstrous  battle  tlie  wliole  loss  of  reg- 
uiiir  troops  and  levies  amounted  to  five  hundred, 
and  fifty  killud,  and  two  liuiidred  wounded.  Out' 
of  ninety-five  commiBsiooed  ofBoera  who  were  on 
the  field,  thirty-one  were  slain  and  Iwenly-fbur 
wounded.  Of  the  three  hundred  and  niueteea 
millitia.  Colonel  Oldlmm  and  three  other  olficers 
were  killed  and  Uvo  wounded;  and  of  non- 
iniasioned  officers  and  priva(t«,  thirty-eight  weiQ 
killed  aoA  twenty-niiie  wouiidfKl.  Fourteen  arli- 
&ixti  and  ten  pack- horse  men  were  also  killed,  anj) 
tliij'Ieen  wounded.  So  thai,  according  to  Colonei 
Sargent's  esliionle,  the  whole  loss  amounted  tol 
six  hundred  and  aevunly-seven  killed,  including 
thirty  women,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-oni 
wounded, 

Poor  St.  Clair'a  defeat  has  been  paralleled  wilh, 
that  of  Braddock.  No  doubt,  when  bo  reidieed 
the  terrible  havoc  that  had  heea  made,  he  thought 
Badly  of  Washington's  purling  words,  "  Bevrara 
of  ft  surprise  1 " 

We  have  a  grai^ic  account  of  the  maan< 
which  the  intelligence  of  the  disaster  was  received 
by  Wushiiigion  at  Philadelphia.  Towards  LU 
close  of  A  winter's  day  in  December,  an  offio 
uuifbrm  dismounted  in  fi-ont  of  the  Pre3ideat^|| 
iKjuse,  and,  giving  tbo  bridle  to  bis  servant,  knocked' 
at  the  door.  Ho  was  informed  by  the  porter  lliot 
the  President  was  at  dinner  and  bad  company* 
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The  officer  wns  not  to  be  ileuled  ;  lie  was  on  pub- 
lic buBiiteus,  be  brought  diiipntches  for  tlie  Pres* 
£deDL     A  servant  wa§  sent  into  ihe  diiiing-rooin 
-«o    communicaie  ibe  matter  lo  Mr.  Lenr.     The 
flfttter  led  Ibe  table  and  west  into  the  hnll,  where 
"Vbe  officer  repealed  wbat  tie  had  said  lo  ibu  porter. 
^3Ir.  Lear,  as  secretary  of  the  President,  offered 
ID  take  charge  of  the  dispalclies  and  debrer  them 
-^t  ibe  proper  time.     The  otBcer  replied  thiit  he 
Ttrga  just   arrived  from    the  Weateru  army ;    bis 
'«rder9  vnre  lo  deliver  the  dispatches  promptly  ta 
~the  Preaident  iii  person :  but  that  he  would  wait 
"his   directions.     Mr.    Lear   returned,   and,  in   a 
whisper,  communicated  to  the  President  what  had 
pmsed.    WaahiogioD  rose  from  ibe  table  nnd  went 
into  the  ball,  whence  he  returned  in  a  abort  time 
anil  resumed  his  sent,  apologizing  for  his  absence, 
btit  witboat  alluding  to  tbe  cause  of  it.     One  of 
the  company,  however,  overheard  him,  as  he  took 
bis  seat,  mutter  to  himself,  with  an  ejaculation  of 
extreme  impatience,  "  I  knew  it  would  be  so  1 " 
Mrs.  Washington  held  her  drawing-room  that 
erening.     Tbe   genilemeo  repaired  ihither  from 
llie  table.     Washington  appeared  there  with  hia 
usual  serenity ;  speaking  courteously  to  every  lady, 
M  was  his  custom.     By  ten  o'clock  all  the  com- 
pany bad  jTooe ;    Mrs.  Washington  retired    soon 
nller,  and  Washingtou  and  liis  secreiory  alone  re- 
mained. 

The  general  walked  slowly  backward  and  for- 
vanl  for  some  minutes  in  silence.  As  yet  there 
liad  Iwen  no  change  in  hia  manner.  Taking  a 
seat  on  a  sofa  by  the  fire  he  lotd  Mr.  Lear  tu  sit 
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down ;  (he  Iniler  hail  scarce  (ime  to  notice  that  he 
WII8  exiremely  ngilated,  wlien  he  broke  out  and- 
dorily:  ■' Ii*h  all  over !  —  St.  Clair's  defealed!— 
routeil :  the  officers  nearly  all  killed,  the  men  by 
wholesale ;  the  rout  complete  ;  loo  shockitig  to 
think  of,  and  a  surprise  into  the  bargain  !  "  All 
this  waa  uttered  with  great  Tehemence.  Then 
pausing  aud  rising  from  the  Bofa,  be  walked  tip 
and  dowu  the  room  in  sileoce,  violently  agitated, 
but  saying  nothing.  When  near  ttxj  door  be 
slopped  short ;  stood  still  for  a  few  niDmenls,  when 
there  was  another  terrible  explosion  of  wratb. 

"Yes,"  exclaimed  he,  "HEiit^on  this  very  spot, 
I  look  leave  of  him  ;  I  wished  him  success  aud 
honor.  '  You  have  your  instructions  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,"  said  I, '  I  had  a  strict  eye  to 
them,  and  will  add  but  one  word,  beware  of  a 
strttpHiBE  I  Y'ou  know  how  the  Indians  tight  us. 
1  repast  it,  bewakb  op  a  surprise.'  He  went 
olf  with  that,  my  last  warning,  thrown  into  his 
ears.  And  yet !  To  suffer  that  array  lo  be  cut 
to  pieces,  hacked,  butchered,  tomahawked,  by  s 
surprise  —  (he  very  thing  I  guarded  him  against 
—  O  God  1  0  God  !  "  eiclaiined  he,  throwing  up 
liis  hands,  and  while  his  very  frame  shook  with 
emotion,  "  he  's  worse  than  a  murderer .'  Hoir 
can  he  answer  it  to  his  country !  The  blood  of 
the  slain  is  upon  hira  —  the  curee  of  widows  and 
orphans  —  the  curse  of  heaven  !  " 

Mr.  Lear  remained  speechless ;  awed  into 
breathless  silence  by  the  appalling  tones  in  which 
this  torrent  of  invective  was  poured  forth.  The 
paroxysm  passed  by.    Washington  again  SHt  down 
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oo  the  sofa  —  he  was  silent  —  apparently  no- 
comrorlable,  as  if  conscious  of  the  uiigoTeroable 
bunt  of  passion  which  had  overcome  him.  "  This 
mnst  not  go  beyond  this  room,"  said  he  at  length, 
ill  a  subdued  and  altered  tone  —  there  was  another 
nod  a  longer  puuse  ;  then,  in  a  tone  quite  low : 
"  Geiiertil  St.  Clair  ehalt  have  juBtice,"  said  he. 
"  I  liioked  hastily  through  ihe  dispalches  ;  saw  the 
whole  disaster,  but  not  all  the  particulars.  I  will 
receive  him  without  displeasure  ;  I  will  hear  him 
without  prejudice ;  he  shall  have  full  justice,"  ' 
WasbingtoQ  had  rccorered  his  equauimity. 
"  The  storm,"  we  are  lold,  "  was  over,  and  no 
sign  of  it  was  afterwards  seen  iu  his  conduct  or 
beard  in  his  converaation."  How  well  he  kept 
bis  word,  in  regard  to  General  Sl  Clair,  will  here- 
'  r  be  ahowu. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

The  ApponioDraenl  Bill.  —  Wmhiagtou'a  Veto.  — Hi*  Coo- 

eera  at  Ibc   GniwiDg  Aspcriljes  of  CongnuB Inlsodcd 

lietireuieat.  —  jEffenon'a  Dettnnination  to  Belira  U  tk* 
Same  Time.  —  RemongtriiQce  of  Wuhington.  —  Bia  B^ 
queat  [oMaditon  to  Prepare  Valedictory,  —  Wayne  Ap- 
pointed to  succeed  St.  CJair,  —  Cangress  Adjoonii.  —  Wasb- 
inglon  at  Monot  Vernon,  —  Suggeali  Topic*  for  his  F«rt- 


l&R^^^N  ibe  course  of  Ibe  present  sessioa  of 
bn  In'  ^""g'^^3  '^  ^'"  ^'^  introduced  for  ap- 
|M^ff^'  poriioQiug    re preaeuta lives   among     the   i 
people  of  the  several  Stales,  according  to  the  firet 
enumeration. 

The  CoDBtilutiou  liad  provided  that  the  number  ' 
of  rep  rose  utalives  should  not  exceed  one  for  every 
Ihirlj  thousand  persons,  and  the  House  of  Rep-  J 
resentatives  passed  a  bill  alloll.ing  to  eEich  S(«te 
one  member  for  this  amount  of  populaliou.     This  { 
ratio    would    leave  a  fraction,  greater  or  leas,  id 
each    Stale.     Its    operation   was    unequal,  as  tn 
some  States  a  large   surplus  would  be  unrepre- 
Beulcd,  and  hence,  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  I 
the  relative  power  of  the  State  be  affected.    That,  I 
too,  was    the  popular   branch,  which   those    who  I 
feared  a  strong  executive,  desired  to  provide  with  | 
the    counterpoise  of  as    full  a    representation    as  I 
possible. 


THE  APPORTIO. 


Tn  obviate  this  difficulty  the  Seuate  mloplcd 
a  iiew  principle  or  npportioHineul.  Tliey  rs- 
lumed  the  lotal  population  of  llie  Uuiletl  Stales, 
and  uot  the  population  of  each  State,  as  tlie 
Itane  on  which  the  whole  number  of  mpreaen- 
Mlives  should  be  ascertained.  This  aggregate 
they  divided  bj  thirty  tlioiisaiid  :  the  quolieiit 
pive  one  hundred  and  twenty  iia  ihe  number  of 
reprcaeulAiives ;  and  this  number  they  appor- 
tioned upon  the  several  States  according  lo  their 
population ;  allotting  to  ench  one  member  for  every 
ihiny  thousand,  and  distributing  the  residiinry 
members  (to  make  up  the  one  hundred  aud  twenty) 
jDong  the  States  having  the  largest  fractions. 
,  Al^er  an  earnest  debate,  the  House  concurred, 
1  the  bill  canic  before  the  President  for  bis  de- 
Tlie  sole  question  was  as  to  its  coustitu- 
Miality  ;  llmt  behig  admitted,  it  was  unexcep- 
nable-  Washington  took  the  opinion  of  hb 
■biDeL  Jefiereon  and  Randolph  eousidered  the 
Auce  with  the  Constitution.  Knox  was 
idecided.  Hamilton  thought  the  clause  of  the 
ttslilnlion  relating  to  the  subject,  somewhat 
>,  and  was  in  favor  of  the  construction  given 
b  it  by  the  legislature. 

[  AfWr  weighing  the  arguments  on  both  sides, 

rIu rely  deliberating,  the  President  made  up 

\  mind  thnt  the  act  was  unconstitutional.     It 

'   the   obvious   intent   of   the    Constitution    to 

biply  the  ratio  of  representation  according  to  the 

rate  numbers  of  each  State,  and  not  to  the 

IVgale  of  the  population  of  the  United  Slates. 

toir  ^ia  bill  allotted  to  eight  of  the  Stales  more 
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than  one  Kpfeaentiiira  titr  thirtr  thoosand  inheb- 
itants.  He  aeoordinglj  returned  the  bill  with  bi« 
otjectMMia,  being  tbe  fint  esemse  of  the  relo 
power.  A  new  bfll  wu  uibMiinleil,  and  paaeed 
into  a  law;  pving  a  reproentatire  fur  ererj 
tbiitj-Uiree  dtaoMnd  to  each  Slate. 

Great  beat  and  aifterity  were  manifested  in 
the  dtsanuooa  of  C[»gr«sa  throagbont  tlie  pree- 
flnt  agtoioa.  'Washtugion  had  observed  with  pun 
Ute  poKikal  dinsiooa  which  were  groinDg  up  in 
the  ooantrj ;  and  was  deeplj  concerned  «I  finding 
that  they  were  pervading  the  halts  of  legisktian. 
The  pms,  loo,  was  contributing  ils  powerful  aid 
to  keep  np  and  increase  the  irritation.  Two  rival 
papers  existed  at  tbe  M'at  of  government ;  one 
was  Ftriiuo's  "  G«zetle  of  tbe  United  States,"  in 
which  John  Adams  had  published  his  "  IKaooursea 
on  Davila ; "  the  other  was  the  -^  National  G*- 
zette,  edited  by  Philip  Frenenn.  Freneau  bad 
been  editor  of  the  "  New  York  Daily  Adveriiser," 
bat  hod  coine  lo  PhiltideIp)iiA  in  the  autumn  of 
1791  lo  occnpy  the  post  of  translating  clerk  in 
Mr.  Jefferson's  oOice,  and  bad  almost  immedinletjr 
(Octuber  31)  published  ihe  Sist  number  of  his 
"  Guzette."  Notwithstanding  his  situation  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretarj  of  State,  Freneau  hecama 
and  continued  lo  be  throughout  the  session,  a  vir- 
tilent  assailant  of  most  of  the  measures  of  gov- 
eniment ;  excepting  such  as  origiimted  with  Mr. 
JeSerson,  or  were  approved  bj  him. 

Heart-weary  liy  the  poiilioil  strifes  and  dis- 
agreements which  were  disturbing  the  country 
EUid  marring   the  harmony   of   his    cabinet,  the 
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charge  of  government  was  becoming  infolernbly 
irksome  to  Washiajilon ;  and  ho  longed  to  Xie  re- 
loksed  from  it,  and  to  be  once  more  niBSler  of 
hiioself,  fi%e  to  indnlge  those  rural  and  agricul- 
tural tastes  which  were  to  give  verdure  and  fresb- 
De«s  lo  his  future  existeoce.  He  had  some  lime 
before  thie  expressed  a  deter  mi  itatioD  to  retire 
from  public  life  at  the  end  of  his  presidenlial 
lenn.  But  one  more  year  of  Ihnt  term  remained 
to  be  endured ;  be  whs  cod gratula ling  himself 
with  tlie  thought,  when  Mr.  Jefl'erson  intimated 
tbat  it  wfts  bis  intention  to  retire  from  otiice  nt 
tlie  utme  lime  with  himself. 

Washiuglou  was  exceedingly  discomposed  by 
this  determination.  .leiFerson,  in  hia  "  Anas," 
oeaures  us  that  the  President  remoastraied  with 
him  Dgainst  it,  "  in  an  aETeclionate  lone."  For 
liis  own  part,  he  observed,  many  motives  com- 
pelled him  to  retire.  It  was  only  after  much 
pressing  that  he  had  consented  lo  take  n  part  in 
the  Dew  goTcrnment  and  get  it  under  way.  Were 
be  Ui  continue  in  it  longer,  it  might  give  room  to 
My  that,  having  tasted  the  sweeta  of  office,  be 
Oould  not  do  without  them. 

He  observed,  moreover,  to  Jefferson,  that  he 
nally  felt  himself  growing  old  ;  that  his  bodily 
health  was  leas  £rm,  and  his  memory,  always  bod, 
was  becoming  worse.  The  other  faculties  of  hia 
mind,  perhaps,  might  be  evincing  to  others  a  de- 
cay of  which  he  himself  might  be  insensible. 
This  apprehension,  he  said,  particularly  oppressed 
him. 

Hia  activity,  too,  had  declined  ;  business  woa 


ia-2  LIFE   OF    WASHiyOTOjV. 

coDMfiuetitly  more  irksome,  and  the  lougiug  for 
tranquillity  and  retirement  had  become  an  trre- 
aifltiblu  pEission.  For  tijese  reasans  he  felt  himself 
obliged,  he  said,  to  retire  :  yet  he  should  couBider 
it  unrorluriftUi  if,  id  so  Joiug,  he  should  briug  on 
the  retirement  of  the  great  officers  of  government, 
which  might  produce  a  shock  on  tlie  public  mind 
of  ft  daugerous  consequence. 

JefferHoii,  in  reply,  stated  the  reluctnnce  with 
which  he  himself  hud  entered  upon  public  employ- 
ment, tind  tlie  resolution  be  had  fornmd  nn  ao- 
cepling  his  station  in  the  cabinet,  to  make  the 
resigiiftiiou  of  the  President  the  epoch  of  his  own 
retirement  from  labors  of  which  he  was  heartily 
tired.  He  did  not  believe,  however,  that  any  of 
his  brethren  in  the  nd  ministration  had  any  idea 
of  retiring!  on  the  contrary,  be  had  perceived  at 
a  lale  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  sinking  fund, 
that  ilie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  developed 
the  plan  he  intended  lo  pursue,  atid  that  it  em- 
braced years  in  its  view. 

Washington  rejoined,  that  he  considered  the 
Treasury  Department  a  limiteil  one,  going  only  to 
the  single  object  of  revenue,  while  ibiil  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  embmeing  nearly  all  Iha  ob- 
jects of  administration,  was  much  more  import- 
ant, and  the  retirement  of  (he  officer,  therefore, 
would  be  more  noticed  ;  Uint  though  the  govern- 
ment bad  set  out  with  a  pretty  general  gond-will, 
yet  that  symptoms  of  disBatiafaction  had  lately 
shown  themselves,  far  beyond  what  he  could  have 
expected  ;  and  to  what  height  these  might  avise, 
in  case  of  loo  gi'eat  a  change  in  the  administra- 
tiou,  could  nut  be  foresecu. 
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Jefienon  availed   liimsclf  of  this  opportunily 

D  hnve  B  thrust  at  his  political  rivnl.     "  I  (old 

'  (ibe   President),  relates    be,  "ihat  in  my 

ppiniou  tbere  wrs  onlj  a  eiugle  source  of  ibese  dis- 

Hiteots.     Tliough  they  bail,  indeed,  appeared  to 

sad  iheinselves  over  the  War  Department  also, 

_^l  I  considared  that  as  an  overflowing  only  from 

ibeir  real  channel,  which  would  pever  have  taken 

place    if  they  had  not   first    been  generated    In 

knother  department,  to  wil,  Ihat  of  the  Treasury. 

That  a  system  had  there  been  contrived  for  del- 

u^g  the  Stales  with  paper  money  iuslead  of 

gold  and  silver,  for  withdrawing  our  citirens  from 

w^  puraoits  of  commerce,  manufaclures.  build- 

,  aod  other  branches  of  useful  industry,  lo 

DCupy  ibeinselves  and   tbeir  capitals  in  a  spe- 

of  gambling,  destructive  of   raoraiiiy,  and 

"  introduced  its  poison  into  the  govern- 

Bnl  itself."  * 

Hr.  JefiersoQ  went  on,  in  the  satne  strain,  lo 
mmeiil  at  large  upon  the  measures  of  Mr.  Ham- 
Ion,  but  records  no  reply  of  importance  on  the 
^rt  of  Washington,  whose  object  in  seekieg  the 
nversation   had  been    merely   to  persuade  his 
retJiry  to  remain  the  cabinet ;  and  wtio  had  no 
tlish  for  the  censorious  comments  lo  which  it  had 
jven  rise. 
Yet  with  all  this  political  rivalry,  Jefferson  has 
I«fl  on  record  his  appreciation  of  the  sterling  merit 
of  Hamilton.     In  his*' Anas,"  he  speaks  of  liim  as 
I    understanding,    disinterested,    liDtient, 
d  lionorahle  lu  all  private  transaclion» ;  amiable 


124 


LIFE  OF   WASniNGTON. 


ID  eodely,  and  duly  valuing  virtue  in  private  life- 
Yet  80  beivitclied  and  perverted  by  the  British 
example,  as  to  be  uuder  thorough  conviction  that 
corruption  was  eseeolial  to  the  goverumeiit  of  a 

lu  support  of  this  sweeping  exception  to  Mr. 
HamiltuDS  political  ortbodoxy,  Mr.  Jefferson  gives, 
ID  bis  "  Anas,"  &  couversalioa  which  occurred  be- 
tween that  gentleman  and  M>.  Adams,  at  bis 
(Mr.  JeSerson's)  table,  after  fhe  cloth  wat  rrmovvd. 
"  Conversation,"  writes  he,  "  began  on  other  mat- 
ters, and  by  some  circuRistance  was  led  to  the 
British  constitution,  on  which  Mr.  Adami)  observed, 
"  Purge  that  constitution  of  its  corruption,  and 
give  to  its  popular  branch  equality  of  representa- 
tion, and  it  would  be  the  most  perfect  conatiiulioti 
ever  devised  by  the  wit  of  man."  Uamiltoo 
paused  and  said,  "  Purge  it  of  its  corruption,  and 
pve  to  its  popular  branch  equality  of  representa- 
tion, and  it  would  becotne  an  impracticable  govern- 
ment ;  as  it  stands  at  present,  with  all  its  supposed 
defects,  it  is  the  most  perfect  government  wki<^ 
ever  existed." ' 

Tins  after-dinner  conversation  appears  to  us 
very  loose  ground  on  which  to  found  tlie  opinion 
continually  expressed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  "  Mr. 
Uatnilton  was  not  only  a  mouarchisl,  but  for  a 
monarchy  bottomed  on  corruption." 

Subsequent  to  Washiugtoa's  remonstrance  with 
Mr.  Jefferson  above  cited,  he  had  confideutial 
conversations  with  Mr.  Madison  on  llie  subject 
of   his    intended    retirement   &om   office    at   tha 

1  JeBtTtoa't   World,  vol.  ix.  p.  96. 
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r  the  presidential  term,  nnd  n-ikeil  him  to 
what  woulJ  be   ihe  proper   time  iimt    moilc 
'  'a  intention  to  tlie  public  ;  nnd 
■  nlimnting  a  wish  that  Mr.  Mudison  would  pre- 
Mre  for  him  ihe  nnnoiinoernent. 

Mr.  MadieoD  remonstralttd  in  (he  rnoat  earnest 
r  against  Rach  a  resolution,  Mlling  forth,  in 
vrgetit  language,  the  importance  to  the  country  of 
I  the  presidency.  Washington 
\  listeueil  to  his  reasoning  with  profound  attention, 
,   but  elill  clung  to  bis  resolution. 

Id  oonseqnence  of  Bt.  Clair's  di8ai>lrouB  defeat 

'  and  the  increasing   pressure  of  the  Indian  war, 

billa  had  been  passed  in  Cougress  for  incrouiing 

the  army,  by  adding  three  regiments  of  infantry 

and  a  fiquadron  of  cavalry  (which  addilionnl  force 

ITM  to  serve  for  three   years,  unless  sooner  dJs- 

.    chained),  also  for  establishing  a  uniform  militia 

I   tyBiem. 

'  The  queilion  now  came  up  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment  of  itn  otlicer  to  command  in  the  Western 
frontier.  General  St.  Clair,  in  a  letter  to  Wash- 
ington, expressed  a  wish  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
night  be  instituted  lo  investigate  his  conduct  in 
Ihe  late  expedition.  "  Your  desire,"  replied 
Wa'sbinglon,  March  26th,  "of  rectifying  any  er- 
rors of  the  public  opinion  relative  lo  your  con- 
duct, by  an  investigatioD  of  a  court  of  inquiry, 
i*  highly  laudable,  and  would  be  readily  complied 
villi,  were  the  measure  practicable.  But  a  total 
•lefioiency  of  olBcera  in  actual  service,  of  compO' 
lent  rank  to  form  a  legal  court  for  that  purpose, 
preciudee  the  |)ower  of  gratifying  your  wishes  on 
this  occasion. 
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"  Tbe  inliinacion  of  yoat  wishes  to  nflord  jaxa 
succesM>r  nil  Ihe  information  of  which  yoa  are 
cn[»ible,  itltfaough  QDnecce^ary  for  m^r  persotinl 
conviction,  must  be  reganled  m  an  ndilitioaal  evi- 
dence of  the  goodnem  of  jaox  heart,  and  of  your 
attachment  to  your  ooualry." 

Ilia  letter  dated  March  3Ist,  Sc  Clair  nrged 
reasons  for  being  permitted  to  relnin  his  commis- 
sion '-  until  an  opportunity  should  be  presented, 
if  necessary,  of  investigating  bis  conduct  In  every 
mode  presented  by  Ian." 

The^e  reasons,  Wii«hiDglon  replied,  would  be 
conclosive  with  him  under  any  other  cireiimstAnccs 
than  the  present  "  But  the  establishment  of  tfac 
troops,"  observes  he,  "  allows  only  of  one  maj  or 
General.  You  have  manifested  your  intention  of 
retiring,  and  the  essential  interests  of  the  public 
require  that  your  successor  should  1>e  imniedialely 
appointed,  in  order  to  repair  to  the  frontiers. 

"  As  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives  have  be«n 
pleased  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  cuuses  of 
the  failure  of  the  late  espedilion,  I  should  hope 
an  opporlunily  would  thereby  be  afforded  you  of 
explaining  your  conduct  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  public  and  yourself." 

St.  Clair  resigned  hia  commission,  and  was 
succeeded  in  his  Western  commnnd  by  General 
Wayne,  the  Mnd  Anthony  of  the  Ilevolulion,  still 
in  the  vigor  of  hb  days,  being  forty-seven  years  of 
age.  "  He  has  many  good  poinla  as  an  officer," 
writes  Washington,  "and  it  is  to  be  hoped  thnt 
time  reflection,  good  advice,  and.  above  all,  a  due 
sense  of  the  importance  of  the  trust  which  is  com- 


tnitte<I  to  him,  will  cori«ct  bis  foibles,  < 
simile  over  them." ' 

Wasliinglon's  first  thought  was  that  a  decisive 
,  eipedition  oonijucled  bj  this  energetic  mau  of  the 
I  airoM,  might  retriere  the  recent  frontier  difigrace, 
I  end  pnt  an  end  to  the  persevering  hostility  of  the 
^Xivdinns.     In  deference,  however,  lo  the  clamors 
I  wliich  bad  been  raised  agaiust  the  war  and  its  ex- 
i  to  meet  what  appeared  to  bo  the  prev- 
{ilent  wish  of  the  nation,  he  reluclnntlj  relinquished 
Deictic  policy,  and  gave  in  Co  that  which 
idvised  futber  negotiations  for  pence ;  though  he 
9  br  from  anticipating  a  beneficial  result. 
In  regard  to  St.  Clair,  we  will  het«  add :  that 
K  committee  of  the  House  of  Repreaeiilativea  ulli- 
Mtely  iuquired  into  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  hts 
I  expedition,  and  rendered  a  report,  in  which  he  was 
explidtly  exculpated.     His  adjutant  general  also 
(Winlhrop  Sargent),  in  his  private  diary,  testi- 
fies to  St  Clair's  coolness  and  bravery,  though 
^debilitated  by  illness.     Public  sentiment,  however, 
nined    for  a  long  lime  adverse  lo  him;  but 
PTasbingCon,  satisfied  with  the  explanations  which 
d  been  given,  continued  lo  honor  him  with  his 
mfidence  and  friendship. 
Congress  adjourned  on  the  8ih  of  May,  and 
^loon  afterward  Washington  set  off  on  a  short  visit 
U>  Mount  Venion.     The  season  was  in  all    its 
beauty,  and  never  bad  ihis  rallying  place  of  his 
•flections  appeared  to  him  more  attrtictive.     How 
oould  he  give  up  the  prospect  of  n  speedy  return 
to  iW  genial  pursuits  and  pleasures  from  the  har- 

»  Lctlet  to  Govctnor  Lee.      Waihintflim'i    Wrilinsi,  x.  318. 
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racing  cnres  and  janglinga  of  pnblic  life.  On  the 
2(>tb  of  iru^,  he  nrole  to  Mr.  SIadL«OD  on  tbe 
subject  of  llieir  lale  converaalion.  "  I  have  not 
been  unmindful,"  Kny s  he,  ■■  of  the  aentimenls  ex- 
pressed by  you.  On  the  contrary,  I  bnve  again 
ttnd  again  revolved  them  with  thoughtful  anxiety, 
but  without  being  able  lo  dispose  my  mind  to  a 
longer  continuation  in  (he  office  I  have  noir  ttie 
honor  to  hold.  I,  therefore,  atill  look  forward 
with  the  fondest  and  most  ardent  wishes  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  my  days,  which  I  cannot  expect 
to  bo  long,  in  ease  and  tranquillity." 

lie  now  renewed  the  request  he  had  made  Mr. 
Madison,  for  advice  as  to  the  projwr  time  itud 
mode  for  announcing  his  intention  of  reliriug,  sod 
for  as-sistance  in  preparing  the  anuounceraent  "  In 
revolving  this  subject  myself,"  writes  he.,  "  ray 
judgment  haa  always  been  embarrassed.  On  the 
one  hand,  a  previous  declaration  to  retire,  not 
only  carries  with  it  the  appearance  of  vanity  and 
self-importance,  but  it  may  be  construed  into  a 
maneu\'er  to  be  invited  to  reraaiq  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  say  nothing,  implies  consent,  or,  at 
any  rate,  would  leave  the  matter  in  doubt ;  and 
to  decline  aflerwards,  might  be  deemed  as  bad 
and  uncandtd." 

"  I  would  fkin  carry  my  request  to  you  further," 
adds  he.  "As  the  recess  [of  Congress]  may 
afford  you  lebure,  and,  I  flatter  myself,  you  have 
dispositions  to  oblige  me,  I  will,  without  apology, 
desire,  if  the  measure  in  itself  should  strike  you 
as  proper,  or  likely  to  produce  public  good,  or 
private  honor,  that  you  would  turn  your  tboughla 
to  a  valedictory  address  {torn  me  to  the  public." 
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He  then  went  on  to  suggest  a  Dumber  of  tlie 
topics  niid  idens  n-ljich  (he  address  ivus  to  contain  ; 
bU  lo  be  expressed  in  "  plain  and  modest  lerms." 
But,  in  Ibe  main,  he  left  it  to  Mr.  Miidlson  10 
delerinioe  whether,  in  the  first  pince,  HUrli  nn  ad- 
dress would  be  proper  ;  if  so,  what  matters  it 
ongLl  to  contain  and  when  it  ought  to  nppenr; 
wbetlier  at  the  same  time  with  his  [Waahingtoii'a] 
decloratioD  of  his  intention  to  retire,  or  at  the 
cloae  of  his  career. 

MndisoD,  in  reply,  approved  of  the  meiwure, 
snd  odrised  that  tlie  uotiQcution  and  iiddrcsa 
riiould  appear  together,  and  be  promulgated 
tbroiigh  the  press  in  time  to  pervB<Ie  every  part 
of  the  Union  by  the  beginning  of  November. 
With  the  letter  he  sent  a  draft  of  the  address. 
*  Yon  will  readily  observe,"  writes  he,  "  iliitt  in 
executing  it,  I  have  aimed  at  [hat  plainnuss  and 
modesty  of  language,  whieh  you  had  in  vieiv,  uud 
which,  indeed,  are  so  peculiarly  becoming  Ilio 
cbftntcler  and  the  occasion ;  and  that  1  hud  little 
more  to  do  as  to  ibe  matter,  ihiin  lo  follow  the 
jaat  and  comprehensive  outline  which  you  had 
ak«tclied.  I  flatter  myself,  however,  tiiat,  in 
efeiything  which  has  depended  on  me,  much  im- 
prorement  will  be  made,  before  so  interesting  a 
paper  shall  have  taken  its  lost  form."  ^ 

Before  coocluding  bis  letter,  Madison  expressed 
ft  hope  that  Washington  would  reconsider  his  idea 
of  retiring  from  office,  and  that  the  country  might 
not,  at  so  important  a  conjecture,  be  deprived  of 
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ihe  inesliiuable  adv&nlage  of  Laviog  bim  atl  he 
bead  of  ils  councils. 

Ou  ihe  23d  of  May,  Jefferson  also  addressed  a 
long  leiier    to  WaaliingtoD  cm    the  same  subject. 
"  Wheu  jou  first  meniioned  to  me  your  purpose 
of  retiring  from  Uie  goTemment,  though  I  t'elt  all 
the  magnitude  of  tlie  event,  I  was  in  a  consider- 
able degree  silent.    I  knew  that,  to  such  a  mind  as 
jours,  pcrsuHsion  was  idle  and  impertineut ;  that, 
before  forming  j>our  decision,  you  had  weighed  all 
the    reasons    for  and    against    the  tneusure,  had  I 
made    np   your  tniud  in  full  view  of  them,  and  1 
that    tliere  could  be  little  hope  of  changing  the   ' 
result.     Pursuing    my    reflections,    too,  I    knew 
we  were  some  day  to  try  to  walk  alone,  and,  if 
the    essay  should    be  niiide  while  you  should  be 
alive  nii<i  looking  on,  we  should  derive  confideace 
from    that  circumstance,  and  resource  if  it  failed. 
The  public  miud,  too,  wtia  iheucalm  and  confident,  J 
and    therefore  in  a  favorable  slate  for  making  the   j 
experiment.     But  the  public  mind  is  no  longer  so  | 
confident    and    serene ;  and    that   from  causes   in   I 
which  you  are  no  ways  personally  mixed." 

Jefferson  now  launclied  out  agaiusi  [tie  public  I 
debt  and  all  the  evils  which  he  apprehended  frotn 
the  funding  system,  the  ultimuLe  object  of  all 
which  WHS,  said  he,  "  to  prepare  the  way  for  a 
Ghau;;e  from  the  present  republican  form  of  gov- 
emment  to  that  of  a  niouarcliy,  of  which  the 
English  constitution  is  to  be  the  model."  He 
concluded  by  pronouncing  the  conlinuitnce  of 
Wttshinglou  at  the  head  of  the  affairs,  to  be  of 
the  last  importance. 
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"  The  cooGdeDce  of  Ihe  wLoIe  Union,"  writca 
he,  "  U  Mnierud  in  you.  Your  bciug  nt  tlie  lielm 
will  be  more  than  an  answer  U>  every  argument 
whicb  can  be  used  lo  alarm  and  lend  the  people 
iu  any  quarter  into  violence  or  secession.  North 
and  South  will  hang  together,  if  [hey  hnve  you 
to  fanug  on ;  anil,  if  t)ie  Qrat  correcljve  of  a  na- 
merons  representation  should  fail  in  its  effect, 
jonr  presence  will  give  time  for  trying  others  not 
iaoonsiitent  with  the  union  and  peace  of  the 
States. 

"  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  oppreBsion  under 
wbich  yoor  present  office  lays  your  mind,  and  of 
die  ardor  with  which  you  pant  for  retirement  to 
domestic  life.  But  there  b  sometimes  an  em- 
inence of  character  on  which  society  Lave  such 
peculiar  claims,  as  to  control  the  predileclions  of 
tbe  individual  for  a  particular  walk  of  happiness, 
and  restrain  liim  to  that  alone,  arising  from  the 
present  and  future  benediction  of  maakiod.  This 
■eftms  to  be  your  condition,  and  the  law  imposed 
on  you  by  Providence,  in  forming  your  character, 
and  fnshioning  the  events  on  which  it  was  ta 
operate  ;  and  il  is  to  motives  like  these,  and  not 
la  personal  anxieties  of  mine  or  others,  who 
tuive  no  right  to  call  on  you  for  sacri6ces,  that  I 
g^penl  from  your  former  determination  and  urge 
a  revisal  of  it,  on  the  ground  of  change  in  tbe 
aspect  of  things.  Should  an  honest  majority 
result  from  tbe  new  and  enlarged  representation, 
should  those  acquiesce,  whose  principles  or  inter- 
ests they  may  control,  your  wishes  for  reliiement 
would  be  gratiJied  with  less  danger,  as  soon  as 
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tbat  shall  be  mauifest,  without  nwaiting  the  com- 
pteliun  of  the  seconU  period  of  four  jettra.  One 
or  two  BcssioiiB  will  dalerniine  the  crisis  ;  and  I 
cannot  but  hope,  ibat  jou  can  resolve  to  add  ood 
or  two  more  lo  the  tunny  years  jou  have  already 
sacrificed  to  Llie  good  of  maakiud."  ' 

1   WrilinDI,  I.  608, 
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Jcffenon's  Suspicion.  —  Contentned  by  Hamitlon.  —  Wwh- 
iogton'«  ExpoitulMioB. — Complainii  of  Ihe  Conduct  of 
Fnocau't  Piper.  —  Hamiltou  aad  Randotpb  ar^e  taim  to  a 
Bcelectioti.  ~  A  Wamng  Cabinet.  —  BamiiWa'*  Alt«;k  oa 
Jeflenon.  —  Wsahinglou'i  HeaJing  Admonitioni.  —  Re- 
plifiB  of  tho  (>ro  accnlftriei.  —  Continued  Hoitllily  In  the 
EidseLmt.  —  Wasliinelon'ii  ProoUmWiun.  —  Renewed  Ef- 
roii  <o  ullay  the  Discord  in  his  Cabinet. 

|1!K  letler  of  .Teffersoa  wns  not  received 
I  by  WRshington  uatil  after  his  reliirn  lo 
PhiliiilelphJEi,  And  the  purport  of  it  was 
BO  painful  to  him,  that  he  deferred  frotu  dny  to 
Any  having  nnj  couverBatiou  with  that  Htnteenian 
ou  Ihe  tiuhject.  A  letter  nritten  in  the  meaii 
time,  by  Jefferson  to  Lnfiiyelte,  shows  ll»e  pre- 
dominant suspicion,  or  rather  belief,  which  had 
fixed  itself  in  Ihe  mind  of  the  former,  and  was 
shaping  his  course  of  action. 

"  A  sect,"  writes  he,  "  has  shown  itself  among 
ns,  who  declare  they  espoused  our  Constitution 
not  as  a  good  and  sutTicient  thing  in  itself,  but 
only  as  a  step  to  an  English  constitution,  the  only 
thing  good  and  Butficient  in  itself,  in  their  eyes. 
It  is  happy  for  us  that  these  are  preachers  with- 
out follawers,  and  that  our  people  are  firm  and 
GODslant  in  their   republican    purity.     You  will 
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wander  to  be  told  that  il  is  from  the  eastward 
chiefly,  tlinl  lhe»e  charapions  for  a  king,  lords,  and 
oontDiuas.  come.  Tbey  get  some  iiiiportaot  usso- 
ctntes  from  New  York,  and  are  pufFed  up  by  a 
trihe  of  Agioteurs  which  hnve  been  hatched  ia  a 
bed  of  corraption.  made  up  after  the  model  of 
Iheir  bdove<t  England.  Too  many  of  these  siock- 
jobbers  and  king-jabbera  have  oome  into  our 
legislature,  or  rather,  loo  many  of  our  legisla- 
ture have  become  stock-jobbers  and  king-jobbers. 
However,  the  voice  of  the  people  is  begiuDing  to 
make  itself  beard,  and  will  probably  cleanse  their 
Beats  at  the  nest  election."  ' 

In  regard  to  the  suspicions  and  apprehensions 
avowed  in  the  above  letter,  and  whicli  apparently 
were  haunting;  Jetferson's  mind,  Huinillon  ex- 
pressed himself  roundly  in  one  of  hb  cabinet  pa- 
pers: — 

"  The  idea  of  introdadng  a  monarchy  or  nria- 
tocracy  into  (his  country,  by  employing  tlie  in- 
flnence  and  force  of  a  government  continually 
changing  hands,  towards  it,  is  one  of  those  vision- 
ary things  that  none  but  madmen  could  meditate 
and  that  no  wise  man  will  believe.  If  it  cooLd 
be  done  at  all,  wliich  is  utterly  incredible,  it  would 
rwjuire  a  long  series  of  lime,  cerlwnly  beyoud 
the  life  of  any  individual,  to  effect  it  —  who,  then, 
would  enter  into  such  a  plot?  for  what  purpose 
of  interest  or  ambiiiou?" 

And  as  to  the  charge  of  stock -gambling  in  the 
legislature,  Hamilton  indignantly  writes :  "  As  &r 
as  I  know,  there  is  not  a  member  of  the  legiala- 

1  Jeffenon's  Workt,  lii.  150. 
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!  who  cao  properly  be  cnlled  a  stock-jobber 
t  pHper-deiiler.  Tliere  are  stveral  of  ibem 
1  were  prHprielors  of  public  debt,  in  various 
Ways  i  some  for  money  lent  and  property  fur- 
aiabed  for  the  use  of  the  public  during  the  war, 
otbere  for  euma  receivpd  in  payment  of  Jebtii,  and 
BUpposablo  eooDgh  that  some  of  them  bad 
leeii  purchasera  of  the  public  debt,  with  inlen- 
tian  to  hold  it  as  a  valuable  and  conveuient  prop- 
arty,  coDsidoriag  an  honorable  provisiou  for  it  as 
I  matter  of  ouurae. 

"  It  is  a  straoge  perversion  of  ideas,  and  as 
•ovel  as  il  is  eslrnordinary,  that  men  should  be 
deemed  corrupt  tuid  criminal  for  becoming  pro- 
prietors in  the  Inuds  of  their  country.  Yet.  I 
lelieve  the  number  of  memhers  of  Congress  is 
Very  small,  who  have  ever  been  considerable  pro- 
^etors  in  the  funds.  Aa  lo  improper  apecula- 
tions  OD  measures  depending  before  Congress,  I 
lelieve  never  was  any  body  of  men  freer  from 

On  the  lOth  of  July,  Washington  had  a  con- 
TenatioD  with  Jefferson  on  the  subject  of  the 
letter  he  had  recently  received  from  bim ;  and 
■endeavored  with  his  usual  supervising  and  mod- 
enting  assiduity  lo  allay  the  jealousies  and  sus- 
ns  which  were  disturbing  the  mind  of  that 
■rdent  politician.  These,  he  intimated,  had  been 
earned  a  great  deal  too  far.  There  might  be  dt- 
tin*,  be  said,  among  a  few  in  the  higher  walks  of 
life,  particularly  in  the  great  cities,  (o  change  tlie 
ibrm  of  government  into  a  monarchy,  but  he  did 
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BM  bcUcTC  lhei«  were  any  detigMt ;  aitrl  be  be- 
Geved  Ibe  bmu  bodj  of  ibe  people  in  ibe  Kasiem 
8t*tBB  were  ai  BlewJily  Ibr  repobUcauism  as  in  iba 
Sontbetn. 

He  aaw  spoke  viih  earoeMaeas  about  arUdea 
in  Ibe  public  papeis,  eapedaUjr  iu  the  '*  Gazette  " 
edited  bj  Freoeaa,  tbe  object  of  which  f«enied 
to  be  to  excite  t^poeiuoo  to  ibe  goveniroeui,  &im1 
whidi  bad  actnally  exdted  it  io  PennsjlTania,  in 
r^ard  to  tbe  exdse  law.  ■*  These  articles.'  said 
he,  feelingly,  "tend  to  produce  a  separation  of 
tbe  Uniuu,  the  m<>tl  drmdjid  of  ealamilies ;  and 
whatever  tendB  to  produce  anarchy,  teods,  of 
coarse  to  produce  a  resort  to  monarchical  govem- 

Tlic  articlue  in  question  hod,  it  is  tme.  been 
chieliy  leveled  at  the  Treasury  DeparCnieul,  but 
Washington  accepted  oo  immunity  from  nilncka 
poiuied  at  any  department  of  hia  goveniineut,  as- 
suming that  they  were  aimed  directly  at  bimselC 
"In  cuuderuoing  the  adminiatrHtioQ  of  the  gov- 
ernment, they  condemited  me,"  suid  he,  "  fur,  if 
tliey  thought  these  were  menaiires  pursued  con- 
trary to  my  sentiments,  tliey  must  conceive  me 
too  careless  to  attend  to  then)  or  too  stupid  to 
understand  them." 

He  acknowledged,  indeed,  that  he  had  signed 
many  acta  of  which  he  did  uot  approve  in  all 
their  parts  ;  but  uever  hiul  he  put  his  band  Iq 
one  which  he  did  not  tliink  eligible,  on  the  whule. 

As  to  the  bank  which  hud  been  so  much  com- 
plaiued  of,  he  observed  that,  until  there  was  some 
infallible  criterion  of  reason,  a  diSiirence  of  opin- 
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ion  must  lie  tolernted.  He  di<l  Dot  believe  the 
discoiilenia  exteuded  far  rrom  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. He  had  Ae«u  and  spoken  with  tatmy  peo- 
ple in  Maryland  and  Virginia  in  hts  late  journey, 
mm!  had  found  them  couiented  and  happy. 

JeSerson'a  obaervntioua  in  reply  teudeil,  prin- 
cipally to  iterate  and  enforce  wlint  he  had  already 
arg«d  in  his  letter.  The  two  great  popular  com- 
plaints wore,  he  said,  lliat  the  nultonnl  debt  wnH 
nnnecesearily  increased  by  llie  Asaumption,  and 
that  it  had  furnished  the  means  of  corrnpiing 
both  branches  of  the  legislature.  In  both  Houses 
there  was  a  considerable  aqiiadron  whose  votes 
were  devoted  to  the  paper  and  stock-jobbing  in- 
10*681.  On  examining  the  votes  of  these  men 
tl^ey  would  be  found  uniformly  for  every  treas- 
ury measure,  and  as  moat  of  these  measures  had 
been  cRrried  by  small  ronjorilies,  they  had  been 
carried  by  these  very  voles.  It  was  a  cause  of 
jiul  nneasiiieas,  therefore,  wheu  ne  saw  a  legis- 
lature legislating  for  their  own  iiilereats  In  oppo- 
Ntion  to  those  of  ihe  people. 

"  Washington,"  observed  Jefleraou,  "  said  not 
a  word  on  the  corruption  of  the  legialalnre."  He 
probably  did  not  feel  disposed  to  contend  against 
what  he  may  have  considered  jealous  siiapiciona 
and  deductions.  But  he  took  up  the  other  point 
and  defended  the  Aasumptlon,  agreeing,  suya  Jef- 
erson,  that  it  had  not  increased  the  debt, /or  that 
oBofil  teaa  hone»t  debl. 

He  jualitied  the  excise  law,  too,  as  one  of  the 
beat  laws  that  could  be  passed,  as  nobody  would 
pay  the  tnx  who  did  not  choose  to  do  it. 
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We  give  this  conversaiion  us  noLe<i  down  by 
Jeffurson  in  his  "  Anas."  Il  is  one  of  ihe  very 
few  inslnDces  we  liavo  of  Wnshington's  infornial 
discussions  with  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  and 
it  beurs  the  stamp  of  thai  judgment,  considerate- 
nesa,  delicacy,  and  good  failh  which  enabled  him 
to  moderate  and  manage  the  wayward  passions 
aad  impubes  of  able  men. 

Bamilton  was  equally  Btreniious  with  JefTerson 
in  ut^ing  upon  Washington  the  policy  of  a  re- 
electioD,  OS  it  regarded  the  public  good,  and  wrote 
to  bira  fully  on  tlie  subject.  It  was  ihe  opinion 
of  every  one,  he  alleged,  with  whom  he  had  con- 
versed, ihnt  the  affairs  of  the  ualioual  goverumeat 
were  not  yet  firmly  established :  that  its  enemies, 
generally  speaking,  were  as  inveterate  as  ever ; 
that  their  enmity  had  been  sharpened  by  its  sac- 
cess  and  all  the  resentments  which  flow  from  di»- 
appointed  predictions  and  morlilied  vanity;  that 
a  general  and  strenuous  effort  was  making  in  every 
Slate  to  place  the  administration  of  it  in  the  hands 
of  its  enemies,  as  if  they  were  its  safest  guardians; 
that  the  period  of  the  next  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  likely  to  prove  the  crisis  of  its  national 
character ;  that  if  Washington  continued  in  olSce, 
nothing  materially  mischievous  was  to  be  appre- 
hended ;  but,  if  lie  should  quit,  mach  was  to  be 
dreaded  ;  that  the  same  motives  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  accept  originally,  ought  to  decide 
him  to  continue  till  matters  bad  assumed  a  more 
determinate  aspect ;  that,  indeed,  it  would  have 
been  belter  as  it  regarded  his  own  character,  that 
he  had  never  consented  to  come    forward,  than 
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BOW  to  leave  the  business  uufiuislitul  atiil  iu  dan- 
ger of  beiDg  undone  ;  ihat  in  the  eveut  of  alurms 
ansiug,  there  would  be  an  imputation  eitber  of 
waol  of  roreeightor  wont  of  tirnitieaN  ;  aud,  iu  6ue 
that  OD  public  aud  pcrsounl  accouuis,  on  patriotic 
and  prudemial  coiisiderutioita,  tlie  clear  path  to  be 
punned  by  him  would  be  again  to  obey  the  voice 
of  bia  country  ;  which,  it  was  not  doubled,  would 
be  as  earnest  and  as  uiiauimous  as  ecer. 

Id  concludiug  his  letter,  Hatniltoti  observes, 
''  Tlie  geutimeuis  I  have  delivered  upon  this  occa- 
sion, I  can  truly  say.  proceed  exclusively  from  on 
anxioDS  concern  for  the  public  welfare  and  an  af- 
fectionate personal  atlachinunt." 

Mr.  Edmund  Kandolph  also,  after  a  long  letter 
on  the  "jeopardy  of  the  Union,"  which  seemed  to 
him  **  at  the  eve  of  a  criHis,"  adds :  *■  The  fuel 
which  has  been  already  gathered  tor  combustion 
wants  no  addition.  But  how  awfully  might  it  be 
increased,  were  the  violence,  which  is  now  bus* 
pended  by  a  universal  submissioD  to  your  preleo- 
tdoiu,  let  loose  by  your  resignation.  Permit  me, 
tbeo,  in  the  lervor  of  a  dutiful  and  lUfectiouale  at- 
tachment to  yuu,  to  beseech  you  to  peuetrate  the 
consequences  of  a  dereliction  of  the  reins.  The 
Constittitiun  would  never  have  beeu  adopted  but 
from  a  kuowledge  that  you  bad  once  sanutioned 
it,  and  an  expectation  that  you  would  execute  iL 
It  is  in  a  state  of  probatiou.  The  most  inauspi- 
<aoDa  struggles  are  past,  but  the  public  delibera- 
tions need  stability.  You  alone  can  give  them 
stability.  You  sulfered  yourself  to  yield  when 
(be  voice  of  your  country  summoned  you  to  the 
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BidiiiiDisIr&tian.  Sbould  a  ciyil  war  ftrise.  job 
cautiol  stay  al  home.  Aud  how  much  easier 
it  be  to  dispene  the  factions,  which  nre  rudhiog  la 
this  calaalTophe,  tbaa  to  subdue  them  after  tli^ 
shall  appear  in  anm?  It  id  the  fixed  opinion  of 
the  world,  that  yoM  surrender  oothing  iucoia- 
pleie."  ' 

Not  the  cabinet,  merely,  divided  ( 
ii3  poiitiokl  opiuions,  but  all  parties,  however  di»i 
cordunt  in  other  points,  concurred  in  a  desire  ibal 
Wushingion  should  continue  in  office  —  bo  truljr 
was  he  regarded  as  the  choice  of  the 

But  though  the  cabinet  tma  united  in  feeling 
on  this  o»e  subject,  in  other  respects  its  dissen- 
sions were  increasing  in  virulence.  Uamiltoo, 
aggrieved  by  the  attacks  made  iu  Freiieau's  papai 
upon  hia  fuudiag  and  banking  ajstem,  bb  duty  oii< 
home-made  spirits,  aud  other  points  of  liia  finnon 
cial  policy,  aud  upon  himself,  by  holding  bim  up 
as  B  monarchist  at  heart,  aud  considering  these  at- 
tacks as  originating  in  the  hostility  of  Freneaulf 
patron,  Sir.  JeSerson,  addressed  a  note  signed 
T.  L.  to  the  editor  of  the  "  Gazette  of  the  United 
States,"  iu  which  he  observes  that  the  editor  of  ihs 
"  National  Gazelle  "  received  a  salary  from  gov- 
ernmeut,  adding  the  Biguificant  quere  —  whether 
thb  salary  was  paid  bim  for  IrAnsUiions  or  publi- 
cations,  the  design  of  which  was  to  vilify  those  tO' 
whom  the  voice  of  the  people  bad  committed  ttw 
administration  of  our  public  affdirs,  to  oppose  tbs 
measures  of  government,  and,  by  false 
tions,  to  disturb  the  public  peace  ?     "  In  o 

1   WoAiaston-i  Writingi,  i.  6U. 
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life  ii  is  tlionght  ungrateful  Tor  a  man  to  bite  the 
huutl  that  puts  bread  in  his  moath ;  but,  iC  the 
mau  13  hired  \o  Jo  it,  the  case  is  ultei'ed." 

Iq  another  article,  dated  August  4rh,  Mr.  Ilam- 
iltoD,  under  the  signature  of  "  An  AmeriL-an," 
gare  some  particulHrs  of  the  negutintions  which 
ended  in  the  eatablishment  of  ihe  "  National  Ga- 
iKtte,"  devoted  to  (he  interests  of  a  certain  port^, 
of  which  Ur.  JelTersoii  was  the  head.  "  An  ex- 
periroeol,"  said  he,  "  somewhat  new  in  the  bistoiy 
of  political  maneuvers  in  (his  country;  a  news- 
paper instituted  by  a  public  officer,  and  the  editor 
of  it  regularly  pensioned  with  the  public  money  in 
tbe  disposal  of  that  officer.  ....  But,  it 
may  be  asked,  is  it  possible  thai  llr.  Jefferson, 
the  bead  of  a  principal  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, can  be  the  patron  of  a  paper,  the  evideut  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  decry  the  goTerument  and  its 
measures?  If  he  disapproves  of  the  goverameut 
it»elf  and  thinks  it  deserriDg  of  his  opposition,  can 
be  reconcile  it  to  hia  own  personal  dignity  and  the 
prmciples  of  probity,  to  hold  an  otRce  under  it, 
and  employ  the  means  of  official  iiiiluence  in  that 
(^position  ?  If  he  diaapproves  of  the  leading 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  course 
of  his  administration,  cnu  he  reconcile  it  with  the 
principles  of  delicacy  and  propriety,  lo  hold  a 
phicc  in  that  HdrainistratioD,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  be  iuslmmeDtal  in  vilifying  measures 
which  have  been  adopted  by  majorities  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  and  aajicHoncd  by  ike 
ekiff  magitlraU  of  the  Union?" 

This  attack  brought  out  an  atGdavit  from  Mr. 


i 


142 


LIFE    OF    WASaiNGTQN. 


Fr«Denu,  in  which  he  dcclured  thftt  his  oomiug  to 
Philodelphin  was  his  own  voluniiiry  act  -,  thftt,  tia 
an  editor  of  a  nevrapaper,  be  had  never  been  ui^«d, 
advised,  or  influenced  by  Mr.  JeXerMin,  and  tkM 
not  a  single  line  of  bis  "  Gaxeite  "  was  ever  directly 
or  indirvctly  written,  dictated,  or  composed  for  it, 
by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Waabington  had  noticed  tbis  gmwing  feud  with 
exceaeive  pain,  and  at  length  found  it  necessary  to 
interfere  and  attempt  a  reconcibation  beineen  the 
warring  parties.  lu  tbe  course  of  a  letter  to  Jef- 
ferson (August  23d),  on  the  subject  of  lodlaa 
bofltilities,  and  the  possibility  of  their  being  far- 
nisbed  by  foreign  agents  to  cbeck,  as  &r  as  poeai' 
ble,  tbe  mpid  increase,  extension,  and  oonseqaenoe 
of  the  United  States,  "  llow  unfortunale  then," 
observes  he,  "  and  how  much  to  be  regretted  that, 
while  n-e  are  encoinpasited  on  all  sides  with  amwd 
enemies  and  insidions  friends,  internal  diasensioofl 
should  be  harrowing  and  tearing  our  vitals.  The 
latter,  lo  tne,  is  the  most  serious,  the  taost  alarot- 
ing,  and  Ihe  most  afflicting  of  the  two ;  and  wilb- 
out  more  charity  for  the  opinions  and  acta  of  ooe 
another  in  govemmeTiiAl  matters,  or  some  more 
infallible  criterion  by  which  Ihe  truth  of  specula- 
tive opinions,  before  Ibey  have  undergone  ihe  lest 
of  experience,  are  to  be  prejudged,  than  has  y©l 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  fallibibty,  I  believe  it  will  be 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  manage  the  reins 
of  government,  or  to  keep  the  parts  of  it  together  ; 
for  if,  instead  of  laying  our  slioulders  to  the  nw- 
cbine  al)er  measures  are  decided  on,  one  pulls  thia 
way  and  another  that,  before  the  utility  of  the 
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thing  is  birlj  tried,  it  must  inevitably  be  lorn 
aauiiiier ;  and,  iu  my  opintOD,  the  faireat  prospect 
of  buppin^AS  and  pmsperity  tbat  ever  was  pro- 
secled  to  man,  will  be  lost  perbnps  foreri^r. 

"  My  earnest  wish  «od  fondeat  hope,  therefore, 
is,  tliHt  instead  of  wounding  suspicions  and  irrita- 
liiig  charges,  there  may  be  libertil  EkUowances,  mu- 
iiud  forbearances,  and  temporizing  yieldiugs  on  all 
sides.  Under  the  exercise  of  lliese,  matters  will 
go  on  smoothly,  and,  if  possible,  more  proaper- 
oasiy.  Without  them,  everything  must  rub ;  the 
wheeU  of  government  will  clog ;  our  enemies  will 
triumph,  aud,  by  throwing  their  weight  into  the 
disntlected  scute,  may  acoomplUli  the  ruin  of  the 
goodly  fabric  we  have  been  e reeling." 

Ailmonitious  to  the  same  purport,  were  ad- 
dres^d  by  him  to  Humillou.  "  Having  premised 
thefe  things,"  adds  he,  "  I  would  fain  hope  that 
liberal  allowances  will  be  mule  for  tlie  political 
opinions  of  each  other ;  and,  instead  of  those 
wounding  suspicions  and  irritating  charges,  with 
which  some  of  our  gazelles  are  so  strongly  im- 
pregnated, and  which  cannot  fail,  if  persevered 
iu,  of  putthiug  matters  to  extremity,  and  thereby 
tearing  the  machine  asunder,  that  there  may  be 
mutual  forbearance  and  temporizing  yielding  on 
all  $ide».  Without  these  I  do  not  see  how  the 
r«iiis  of  govenmient  are  to  be  managed,  or  how 
the  Union  of  the  Slates  can  be  much  longer  pre- 

"  I  do  not  mean  lo  apply  this  advice  to  any 
measures  which  are  passed,  or  to  any  particular 
character.     I  havt:  given  it  iu  the  same  geiur<d 
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uniler  his  auspices,  bent  upon  my  sabsersioii.  I 
ciiiinot  (loulit,  from  llio  evidence  I  possess,  UiaC 
the  *Nalional  Ganetie'  waa  instiiuied  by  him  lor 
polilicn]  purposes,  aDil  lliat  one  lemling  object  of 
it  lioa  been  to  render  me  aud  ilU  ibe  measures 
conoected  nith  my  departineut  as  odious  as  possi- 
ble." "  Nevertlieless,"  proceeds  he,  "  I  can  Irulj 
say,  that,  excepting  explanuliuus  to  coiifitleiitial 
frieuds,  I  never,  direcily  or  indirectly,  retaliated  or 
oounteiianced  retaliation  till  very  lately.  .... 
But  when  1  uo  longer  doubted  that  there  was  a 
formed  party  deliberately  bent  upon  ihe  subver- 
sion of  measures  which,  iu  its  consequeucea,  would 
subvert  the  government ;  when  I  saw  thai  liie 
ondoiiig  of  the  funding  system  in  particular 
(which,  whatever  may  be  the  original 
of  that  sysien),  would  prostrate  the  i 
hoiior  of  Ihe  nalion,  and  bring  the  govei 
into  contempt  with  that  description  of  men  who 
are  !■>  every  society  the  ouly  firm  supportei'S  of 
government)  was  an  avowed  object  of  the  party ; 
and  that  all  possible  pains  were  taken  to  produce 
that  etTect,  by  rendering  it  odious  to  the  boily  of 
ihe  people,  I  considered  it  a  duty  to  endeavor  lo 
resist  ihe  torrent,  and,  as  an  efieclual  means  lo 
lliis  end,  to  draw  aside  the  veil  from  the  princi- 
pal actors.  To  this  strong  impulse,  to  this  de- 
dded  conviction,  I  have  yielded;  audi  think 
events  will  prove  that  I  have  judged  rightly." 

"  Nevertheless,  I  pledge  my  hand  lo  you,  pir, 
thai,  if  yon  shall  hereal'ler  form  a  plan  lo  reunite 
the  members  of  your  administration  upon  some 
steady  principle  of  cooperation,  I  will  faithfully 
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concar  in  executing  it  during  my  c 

office.      Aik!  1  will  nol,  directlir  or  indirectly,  U 

or  do  a.  Llitug  Ilint  shall  endanger  a  Ttiud." 

Jefterson,  too,  in  a  letter  of  the  same  dale,  ai 
sured  Wasliinglon  that  to  no  one  bad  the  d 
»iona  of  the  cabinet  given  deeper  concern  th*n  b 
himself — to  no  one  equal  mortification  at  1 
himself  a  part  of  tliem.  His  onn  grievaucc^ 
which  led  to  those  dissensions,  he  traced  back  t 
tlie  timo  when  Hamilton,  in  the  apriug  of  179i 
procured  hia  influence  to  effect  a  change  tn  t 
vote  on  Assumption.  "  Wlicn  I  cmbHrked  ia  t 
goTernmeut,"  writes  he,  "  it  was  with  a  determioi 
tioii  to  intermeddle  not  at  all  with  the  legislatoi 
and  as  little  as  possible  with  my  oo-departmenO 
The  firat  and  only  instance  of  variance  froiD  th 
former  part  of  my  resolution,  I  waa  duped  inl 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  mriAo  ■ 
tool  for  forwarding  Ills  schemes,  not  then  s 
cicntly  understood  by  me ;  and  of  nil  the  ei 
of  niy  political  life,  this  has  occasioned  me 
deepest  regret."  .  .  .  .  "  If  it  has  been 
posed  that  I  have  ever  intrigued  among  the  n 
hers  of  the  legislature  to  defeat  the  plans  of 
Sewetary  of  the  Trensury,  it  ia  contrury  to  ■ 
truth.  ....  That  I  hitve  utterly,  in  my  pr 
vale  conversations,  disapproved  of  the  system  a 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  acknowledge  an 
avow ;  and  ihia  was  not  merely  a  speculat' 
ference.  His  aystem  flowed  from  principles  r^ 
verse  to  liberty,  and  was  calculaled  ti 
and  demolish  the  republic  by  creating  an  influend 
of  his  department  over  the  members  of  the  Jegii 
lalure." 
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III  regard  to  Frenenu's  "  GHzette,"  Mr.  Jeffer- 

n  nlwoiulely  denied  that  ho  had   set  it   up,  but 

'''rimiitud  thai,  oa  its  first  estiiblislimenl,  aiid  sub- 

sequenlly  from  time  to  time,  lie  had  furniahed  ibe 

editor   with    ilie    Lcydcu  "  Gazette,"  requesting 

ihnt  he  would  always  Inuislate  aod  publish  the 

lonterial   Inteiligeuce  contained  in  ihein.     "  But 

as  Ui  Mij  other  direction  or  iudicatioo,"  adds  he, 

"  of  my  wish  how  his  press  should  be  conducted, 

HiVbat   sort  of  intelligence   he  should  give,  what 

■Mwjrs  encourage,  I  can  protest,  in  the  presence 

HJF  Heaven,  tliat  I  never  did,  by  myself  or  any 

Bother,  directly  or  indirectly,  Bay  a  syllable,  nor 

aU(>mpt  any  kind   of  influence.     I  can  further 

protest  Id  the  same  awful  pre.ience,  that  I  uever 

did.  by  myself  or  atiy  other,  directly  or  iudirectly, 

;,  dictate,  or  procure  any  one  sentence  or  aen- 

lent    lo    be   inserted  in  his  or  any  oilier   Ga^ 

\,  u>  wlucb  my  name  was  not  aOixed,  or  that 

r  my  office.     .... 

"  Freneau's  proposition  to  publish  a  paper  hav- 

:  been  alxiut  the   lime   that   the  writings  of 

tFublipola  "  and  the  "  Discourses  on  Daviln  "  had 

i  deal  escited  ihe  public  attention,  I  look  it 

t  gmuled,  from  Freneau's  diameter,  which  had 

n  marked  as  that  of  a  good  whig,  that  he  would 

B  ftte  place  to  pieces  written  agniast  the  aria- 

ntical  and  mmiarcliical  priaciples  these  papers 

\  meulcated. 

f  "As  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  his  paper, 

ycerlaiuly  concern  me  noL     He  and  Fenno 

itlilAr  of  the  ■  United    States  Gazette ']  are  ri- 

a  for  the  public  iuvor  j  tlie  one  courts  iliem  by 
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flattery,  the  other  bj  censure ;  mnd  I  beHere  it' 
will  be  aAanttM  ibat  the  one  has  be«a  u  serviltt 
as  the  other  severe.  But  is  oM  the  dignity  and! 
even  deceacv  of  gaTennnent  commilteid,  irbei]  O 
of  il^  principal  miaiEters  enlists  himself  as  an 
anonjiDODS  writer  or  paragr^hi^l  for  either  tf 
one  or  the  other  of  them  ?  " 

Mr.  Jefiei^on   considered  himself  parttcnlarl 
aggrieved    by  chargiss   agaiost  him   in    Penno' 
''  Gazette,"  nhich  he  ascribed  to  the  pen  of  3 
Hamilton,  and  iotimated  tlie  po«>Hbility,  that  af 
liis  rt!tiremeDt  from  office,  he  might  make  an  ] 
peal  to  the  country,  shontd  his  own  justificati 
or  the  interests  of  the  Republic  require  il,  sab 
scribing  his  name  to  whatever  be  nugfat  writq 
and  n^g  with  freedom  and  truth  the  &cU  i 
names  necessary  to  place  the  cause  in  its  j 
form  before  that  tribanal.     '^  To  a  tborongfa  dii 
r^ard  of  the  booors  and  emoloments  of  o  ~ 
I  joio  as  grest  a  value  for  the  est««m  of  i 
countrymen  ;  and  oonscions  of  having  merited  i 
by  an  integrity  whidi  canoot  be  reproached,  a 
by  an  eolhusiastic  devotion  to  their  rij^ts  a 
liberty,  I  will  not  EufTer  my  retireioent  lo  I 
clouded  by  the  elaoders  of  a  man.  whoae  b~ 
from  the  moment  at  which  history  can  Sloop  I 
notice  him.  is  a  tissue  of  machinations  ^unst  tT 
liberty  of  the  country  which   has  not   only  r 
ceived  and  given  him  bread,  hut  heaped  its  boi 
ors  on  his  head-" 

Wiishington's  solidtode  for  Itarmony  in  bil 
cabinet  had  been  rendered  more  anxious  br  pub* 
lie  disturbances  in  some  parts  of  the  oounliji 
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The  exose  law  on  ardent  spirits  disUlled  within 
the  Unil«d  States,  had,  from  tlie  time  of  its  en- 
t  actmeiit  by  Congress  in  179!,  met  with  opjiosi- 
b'oD  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  counties 
of  Penus^lvania.  It  hiul  been  modified  atid  ren- 
I  dered  lesa  offensive  within  the  present  yenr :  but 
the  hostility  to  it  had  continiied.  Combinations 
were  formed  to  defeat  the  execution  of  it,  and 
the  rcTenne  officers  were  riotously  opposed  in  the 
execQlioQ  of  their  duties. 

Determined  to  exert  all  the  legal  powers  with 
ffbicb  he  was  invested  to  check  so  daring  and 
na warrantable  a  spirit,  Washington,  on  the  loth 
of  September,  issued  a  proclamation,  warning  all 
persons  to  desist  from  such  unlawful  combinrttions 
kiul  proceedings,  and  requiring  all  courts,  mngis- 
^trates,  and  officers,  to  bring  tlie  infractors  of  the 
law  to  justice;  copies  of  which  prnclumntion  were 
mt  to  the  governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
Korth  and  South  Carohoa. 

On  the    18th  of   October,  Washinglon  made 

E<Dne  more  effort  to  allay  the  discord  in  his  cab' 

Finet.      Finding  it  impossible   for  the  rival  sec- 

KseUries  to  concur  in  any  system  of  poliiics,  he 

Ivrged  them  to  accommodate  their  differences  by 

1  yieldings.      "  A  measure    of  this  sort," 

ft  observed  he,  "  would  produce   harmony  and   con- 

r  Beqneiit  good  in    our  public  councils,  and    the 

L  coDinry  will   inevitably  produce  confiiRion   anil 

I  aerioos  mischiefs;  and  all   for  what?     Becaut^e 

mankind  cannot   think  alike,  hut   would  adupt 

ilifTcrent  means  to  attain  the  some  end.     For  I 

will  frankly  and  solemnly  declare,  that  I  believe 
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the  views  of  bolh  to  be  pure  and  well  meant, 
and  that  experience  only  will  decide  with 
spei^t  to  tlie  ealuIarineBS  of  the  meaaurea  which 
are  the  anbjects  of  this  dispute." 

"  Why,  then,  when  Bome  of  the  best  citizens 
of  the  United  States  —  men  of  discernment  — 
uniform  and  tried  patriots  —  who  have  no  siiiieter 
views  (o  promote,  but  are  chaste  iu  their  waja 
of  thinking  and  acting,  are  to  be  found,  boe 
one  side  and  some  on  the  other  of  ilie  questions 
which  have  caused  these  agitations  —  why  should 
either  of  you  be  so  tenacious  of  your  opiuiotui 
aa  to  moke  no  allowance  for  those  of  the  other  " 

"I  have  a  great,  a  sincere  esteem  and  regard 
for  you  both ;  and  ardently  wish  that  some  Iin» 
could  be  marked  out  by  which  both  of  you  oonld 
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DBnimouflly  reelected. —  Opening  of  Se«<Ioii 
W«f  Caognn.  —  Topics  of  the  Prcaident'i  Speech.  —  Abor- 
Bflr*  AtUck  Dpoo  Ibe  Secretuy  of  tbe  Treuury.  —  Wub- 
f   btgton  iDiMlled  for  hit  Second  Term. 

■T  wm  after  h  loug  and  paiuful  conllict  of 

I  feeliuga  that  WashiugUtn  cou^enleil  Lo  be 

t  B   candidate    for  a    rel-Iection.      Tliere 

1  opposiiioD  on  ibe  part  of  the  public,  and 

'.  TDle  for  hiiu  iu  tlie  Electoral  College  was 

'd  fl  teller  to  a  friend,  be  deubired 

self  gratefully  impreBsed  by  so  distinguieiied 

I  honorable  a  testiinoay  of  public  apprubalioo 

inlidence.    In  Irulh  be  had  been  appiehensivo 

r  being  elected  by  but  a  meagre  majority,  wliich 

ha  acknowledged  would  Lave  beeu  a  matter  of 

diB^n. 

George  Clinton  of  New  York,  wan  lieM  tip  for 
'  e  Vice-presideucy,  in  oppoeitiou  to  Joiin  Adams ; 
tut  tile  latter  was  reelected  by  a  majority  of 
twenty-seven  electoral  votes. 
But  though  grutiUed  to  Snd  that  the  bearta  of 
lulrymen  were  atill  with  bim,  it  was  with 
o  emotion  of  pleasure  that  Washitigion  looked 
ard  to  auotber  term  of  public  duty,  aud  a 
iiiged  absence  from  the  quiet  retirement  of 
loQul  Vernon. 
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The  se^oa  of  Congr^s.  which  wiw  lo  cloao 
bL)  present  temi.  opened  on  (be  &Mi  of  November. 
The  LX)Dtiaii&Dve  of  the  Indian  war  formed  a 
pBiaful  topic  in  the  Presideat's  itddress.  EffarU 
Kt  padficatioD  had  as  jet  been  uiDiiiccessruI : 
brave  officers,  Cotooel  Hard  in  and  Major  TruemMi, 
who  bad  been  sent  to  negotiate  with  the  savages, 
bad  beea  seTerally  niurJered.  Vigorous  prv[>- 
arndoiis  were  therefore  initkiDg  for  au  tu-tire 
prosecutJoD  of  hostilities,  in  which  Wajnt 
lake  the  field.  Wa^hingtoo,  with  beDevn1«nt 
earnestness,  dwelt  upon  the  hni 
civilizing  the  tribes,  by  iucutcaiing  agriuultiu^al 
tastes  and  hKbila. 

Tlie  factious  and  turbulent  opposition  which 
bad  been  made  in  some  parts  of  the  country  tO 
the  collection  of  duties  on  spirituous  liquors  dis- 
tilled in  the  United  States,  urns  likewise  advertud 
to  by  ttn)  President,  and  a  delermtnation  expressed 
to  vaeri  itnd  maiutain  tlie  just  authority  of  the 
laws ;  trusting  in  the  '*  full  cooperation  of  ihe  other 
depHrtiueiits  of  guvemmeiil,  and  the  tenlous  sup- 
port of  all  good   ciliiens." 

In  H  part  of  the  speech  addressed  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  he  expresed  a  strong  hope 
thitt  the  stale  of  the  national  linnnces  v 
euiliciently  tnatiireil  to  admit  of  !ui  arrangement 
for  the  redemption  and  disehai^  of  the  public 
debt.      "  No  measure,"  said  he,  '  " 

airnhle,  whether  viewed  with  an  < 
importance,  or  to  the  general  s 
of   the  nation." 

The  address  was  well   rectirtd  by  both  houses, 
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and  a  disposition  expresaed  to  concar  witli  llie 
President's  views  aoil  wishes.  Tlie  disciiasioii  of 
Ihe  subjects  to  which  he  had  called  iheiraiifiitioD, 
nxiu  produced  vehement  coiiHids  of  opiiiiuu  iu 
the  House,  marking  the  growing  virulence  of 
piirlies.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  report- 
kog,  at  the  request  of  the  House,  a  plan  fur  [he 
onniial  reduction  of  so  much  of  the  natiminl  debt 
as  Ihe  United  Stales  had  a  riglit  to  redeem,  spoke 
oi  the  expenses  of  the  Indina  war,  and  the  ne- 
cewily  of  addilional  inlemal  taxes.  The  con- 
flidenilioD  of  the  report  was  parried  or  cviided, 
ntid  n  inolion  made  to  reduce  the  military  eaialtlish- 
ment.  This  giive  an  opportunity  for  sternly  cri- 
ticising the  mode  in  which  the  Indian  wnr  had 
btH.-n  condaclul ;  fur  discussiDg  Ihe  cnmpui'aiivB 
merits  and  cost  of  regular  and  militia  forcex,  mid 
for  iiiveighing  against  standing  armies,  as  danger- 
ous to  liberty.  Tliese  disoussioaa,  while  ihey 
elicited  much  heat,  led  to  do  present  result,  and 
gave  way  to  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  cerlaiii  loans, 
which  the  President,  in  conformity  to  acta  of  Con- 
grew,  had  authorised  him  to  make ;  but  couoi^rn- 
ing  the  management  of  which  he  hud  not  furnished 
detailed  reports  to  the  legislature. 

The  BTibject  was  opened  by  Mr.  Giles  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  moved  in  the  House  of  Represeniiilives 
a  Berius  of  resolutions  seeking  informHtion  in  the 
matter,  and  who  followed  his  resoluti<ms  by  n 
speccli,  chaining  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  ollicial  miacouduci,  and  intimating  (hat  a 
large  bulunce  of  public  money  had  not  been  ac- 
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A  npurt  of  Ae  StmUry  gmve  «n  (Ik  inli>r> 
■MM  dairad :  bat  the  dv^ea  ag>u»t  him  ooa- 
daaad  lit  he  wgul  wkk  grevt  kerimonjr  to  the 
doM  ol  the  fleMon,  whoa  ihejr  veiv  Hi^«l1y  re- 
jtKtai,  sot  «at«  dna  Mteea  naembers  roting  for 
anjr  oae  of  dii^ 

The  nMntios  iei|iiwii  bj  the  chamcier  of 
I  the   penoHioa  ihnt   he  wotM 


nidf  tn  to  oonridered  tlie  head 
of  ■  p«m,  had  hitherto  aliidded  hitu  from  allftck ; 
K  tittle  orenraslante,  however,  showed  llial  tba 
raacor  of  penj  wu  b^inoii^  (o  glance  at  hin, 

Ou  his  biithday  (Febnutfjr  22)  many  of  the 
meroben  of  Coogfesa  were  deMitius  of  wwiing 
OS  him  in  teatimony  of  respect  as  chief  inagi»lrBte 
of  (lie  Union,  Mid  a  motioi)  was  made  to  adjoani 
for  half  an  hour  for  the  purpose.  It  met  with 
serious  cppositioD  as  a  species  of  homage  —  it  was 
settiog  up  an  idol  dangerous  to  liberty  —  it  had  a 
bias  towards  monarchy  ! 

Washington,  though  he  never  courted  popularity, 
was  attentive  to  ihe  signs  of  public  opinion,  and 
disposed  to  he  guided  by  them  when  right.  The 
time  for  eiiieriiig  upon  his  second  term  of  Pres- 
idency was  at  haiid.  There  had  been  much  cavil- 
ing at  tbe  paraile  attending  his  first  ins  tail  at  ion. 
Jefferson  especially  had  pronounceil  it  "  not  at  idl 
in  character  with  the  siinplicily  of  republican 
government,  and  looking,  as  if  vrishfully,  to  those 
of  European  Courts." 

To  guiiie  him  on  the  coming  occasion,  Wseh- 
inglan  called  (he  beads  of  departments  to^elher, 
Bud  desired  they  would  consult  with  one  unoiher, 
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umA  agree  on  nny  changes  they  might  consider 
for  the  bfiller,  assaring  them  he  would  willingly 
oonrorm  to  nhntever  they  ehould  aJvise. 

They  held  Euch  conBiiltatioo,  nnd  ultimately 
gave  (heir  individual  oplniona  in  writing,  with  re- 
gard to  the  time,  manner,  and  place  of  the  Pres- 
ident's taking  the  oath  of  office.  As  they  were 
divided  in  opinion,  and  gave  do  positive  advice  as 
lo  any  change,  no  change  was  rande.  On  the 
4tb  of  March,  the  oath  was  publii^ly  administered 
b)  Washingtou  by  Mr.  JusIiL-e  Cashing,  in  ihti 
Senate  chamber,  in  presence  of  the  heads  of  de- 
panments,  foreign  minislerB,  such  members  of  the 
^>use  of  Representatives  as  were  in  town,  and 
I  many    other   spectators  as    oould  be    accom- 
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tboriljr.  "  Wen  i»  to  fpetr  jnM  mm  in  Pluii^ 
WMtieaded  by  hii  araj,*  wrilea  Morris, "  he  wo(dd 
be  lorn  lo  pieces."     WashingtOD  received  dme 

Bcoouiits  with  deep  couoem.  Wbal  was  lobe  ibe 
fate  of  tliot  distracted  conntiy  —  what  wac  lo  be 
Ibe  {ate  of  hia  friend  ! 

JeStsraoD  was  impatient  of  these  gloonif  pic- 
tnnDgg  ;  especiallj  whea  he  saw  their  efiect  npoD 
Wii«)iiiii.'tOD's  mind.  '*  The  fuct  ia,"  wrtles  be, 
"  lliHt  Gouverneur  Morris,  a  Iiigh-flviDg  monarchy 
inoD,  stiultiag  his  eyes  aud  bis  (kith  to  every  fact 
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■gainst  his  wishes  and  believioff  evetylhing  be 
desires  lo  be  true,  has  kept  the  Preeklcut's  mind 
conslimtly  poisoued  with  liis  forebodings." 

His  forebodings,  tiowever,  were  soon  verified, 
Lftfajette  addressed  from  his  camp  a  letter  to  the 
Xiegislatire  Assembly,  formally  denouncing  the 
conduct  of  the  Jacobin  club  aa  violating  the  dec- 
larBlion  of  rights  aud  the  eotistitiition. 

His  letter  was  of  no  avail.  On  the  2<)lh  of  June 
bands  from  the  Faubourg  St.  Aiitoine,  armed 
wilb  pikes,  and  headed  hy  Santerre,  marched  U> 
the  Tuileries,  insulted  the  kiog  in  the  presence 
of  his  family,  obliging  him  10  put  oa  the  bonnet 
rouge,  the  baleful  cap  of  liberty  of  the  revolution. 
Xiabyette,  still  loyal  to  his  sovereign,  hastened  to 
Paris,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Assembly,  and 
demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  army,  the  punisli- 
tnent  of  those  who  had  thus  violated  the  consli- 
tntion,  by  insulting,  in  his  palace,  the  chief  of  the 
executive  power.  His  intervention  proved  of  no 
Kvail.  and  he  returned  with  a  sad  and  foreboding 
bean  to  hie  army. 

On  the  9lh  of  August,  Paris  was  startled  by 
tbe  sound  of  the  fuial  tocsin  at  midnight.  On  the 
10th  the  chateau  of  the  Tuileries  was  attacked, 
and  tbe  Swiss  guard  who  defended  it,  were  mas- 
sacred. The  king  nod  queen  took  refuge  in  the 
National  Assembly,  which  body  decreed  the  sua. 
pension  of  the  king's  authority. 

It  was  at  once  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy, 
tbe  annihilation  of  the  constitutional  party,  and 
the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  terror.  La- 
fayette, who  was  ibe    head  of   the  couBtitution- 
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nliats  was  iQVoI^'e<l  in  ihcir  duwnrnll.  The  Jnco- 
biiiB  ileiiounccd  him  iu  ihe  NHiional  Assembly  ; 
his  arrest  was  decreed,  and  emiasariea  were  seni  to 
cany  ihe  decree  into  efTitcC.  At  lirs  th^  ihought 
of  repuiriogat  once  lo  Paris  snd  facing  his  aoca- 
aers,  but,  on  aecoDd  thouglits,  determiued  to  bend 
before  the  storm  and  awnit  the  return  of  more 
propitious  days. 

Leariiig  everything  in  order  in  hie  army, 
which  remaloed  encamped  at  Stidan,  he  set  off 
with  a  few  trusty  friends  for  the  Netlierlaiids,  to 
aeek  an  asylum  in  HoUand  or  the  United  StAtes, 
but,  with  his  companions,  was  detained  a  prisooer 
at  Bochefort,  the  first  Austrian  poet. 

"Thus  his  circle  is  completes!,"  writes  Morris. 
"  He  has  spent  his  fortune  on  a  revolulioo,  and  is 
tiow  crushed  by  the  wheel  which  he  put  in  motion. 
He  lasted  longer  than  I  expected." 

Wasbiugtan  looked  with  a  sadder  eye  on  (hia 
catastrophe  of  Lafayette's  high-hearted  and  gidlant 
aspirations,  and  mourned  over  the  adverse  furtunet 
of  his  friend. 

The  reign  of  terror  continued.  "  We  hnve  had 
one  week  of  unchecked  murders,  in  which  some 
thousands  have  perished  in  this  cily,"  writea 
Morris  to  Jefferson,  on  Ihe  lOth  of  September. 
"  Ii  began  with  between  two  and  three  hundred 
of  the  clergy,  who  had  been  shot  because  the^ 
would  not  take  the  oaths  prescribed  by  the  law, 
and  which  they  said  were  contrary  to  their  con- 
science," Thence  Oitse  txecutori  of  sptedt/ jittltce 
went  to  the  abiiage  where  persons  were  confined 
who  nereat  courton  the  lOthof  August.     These 
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*cre  ilispiilched  also,  and  nflorwurds  tliey  visite<l 
Ills  oihcr  prJBonH.  <>  All  ilto«u  who  were  confiiit'cl 
eilhor  oil  ihe  accusation  or  suiiipicivD  of  crimes, 
were  Heslroyed." 

Tlie  accounts  of  these  massacres  grieved  Mt. 
Jeffcnoa.  They  were  shocking  iu  themselves, 
■nd  he  feared  the;  might  briog  great  discredit 
upon  ihe  Jacobins  of  France,  whom  lie  ooijsidered 
npublican  patriots,  bent  un  iho  establishment  of  a 
free  constitution.  They  hixd  acquiesced  for  a  time, 
Baid  lie.  in  tlie  experiment  of  retaiutng  au  he- 
reditHrj  executive,  but  finding,  if  pnrstieil,  it 
irould  ioBure  the  rei^stnbliaUment  of  a  despotiam, 
they  considered  it  absolutely  indispensable  to  ex- 
punf^  that  ofiie«.  "  In  the  struggle  which  was 
necesBury,  many  guilty  persons  fell  without  the 
fbnns  of  trial,  and  with  ihetn,  some  innocent. 
Tlieee  I  deplore  as  much  as  anybody,  and  shall 
deplore  some  of  them  to  the  day  of  my  death. 
But  I  deplore  them  as  I  should  have  done,  had 
tbey  fallen  in  battle.  It  v/ua  necessary  (o  use  the 
ana  of  the  people,  a  macliine  not  quite  so  blind  as 
balls  and  bombs,  but  blind  to  a  certain  degree. 
A  few  of  llmir  cordial  friends  met  at  their  bands 
the  fale  of  euemies.  But  lime  and  truth  will 
rescue  and  embalm  their  memories,  while  their 
posterity  will  be  eujoying  that  very  liberty  for 
vhtcb  they  would  never  have  heaitaied  to  offer  up 
their  lives.  The  liberty  of  the  whole  earth  was 
depending  on  the  iissue  of  the  contest,  and  was 
ever  such  a  prize  won  with  so  little  innocent 
blood  ?  My  own  aHections  have  been  deeply 
wonnded   by  some  of  tlie   martyrs  to  this  cuuae, 
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Imt  Mber  Umd  it  iIkmU  hare  &iled,  I  mn 
h>TC  MM  hM  the  Mflh  acMbtod;  mre  At 
bat  wi  AdwB  and  Ere  left  b  ererj  cooniij',  ■ 
Ml  frve,  it  woalil  be  beuer  tbaa  as  it  is  nmr  *  > 
WMhinpon,  who  eontcBpkted  the  FreatA  n 
olntiaa  with  a  leaa  wgigwine   eye  tbut  J  ~ 
waa  •implj'  shacked  at  the  alraatiea  winch  d 
graced  it  and  at  tbe  dai^en  to  be  apprehend 
from  an  unrestrained  pc^oboe.     A  teller  whiah  I 
he  receired  from  Gourernear  Morris  (dated  Oel»>  4 
ber  SScl).  placed  the  coodhion  of  tbe  n   ~ 
Loukt  XVI^  the  ancient  friend  and  all/ of  J 
icB,in  a  light  to  awaken  his  benevolent  ^tnpall^. 
"  TuD  will  bare  seen,**  writes  Morris,  '  that  the 
Idog  is  accused  of  high  crioKS  and  n 
but  I  yetilf  believe  that  be  wi^ied  n 
Ibis  nation,  tbe  eDJojment  of  the  utmost  degree  of  I 
liberty,  nhich  their    situation  and   circumstanees    i 
will  permit.     He  wished  fur  a  good  coiutitutioo, 
but,  anfitrluuiilely.  he  hud  not  the  means  to  obtain 
it,  or  if  he  had,  he  was  thwHrti.'d  by  those  about 
him.     Wtmt  may  be  liis  fate  God  only  knows, 
but   history   informs   us    thai   the  passage  of  de- 
Ihraiieil  monarchs  is  short  from  the  prison  to  the 

Nothing,  however,  in  all  the  erentful  tidings 
from  Fi'anc«,  gave  Wai^hiogtou  greater  concern 
than  the  catastrophe  of  his  friend  Lalayette.  Hia 
flrat  thoughts  prompted  the  consolation  and  as* 
Bislaiice  of  the  marcliiouess.  In  a  letter  to  her 
he  writes  :  "  If  I  bad  wonls  that  could  oonvoy 
to  you  an  adequate  idea  of  my  feulliigs  on  the 
I  Latin  to  Mr.  Short.    Jiffetson's  Woria,  iii,  501. 
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ant  situation  of  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  this 

r  would  appear  to  you  in  a  tlifiereiit  garb. 

e  sole  object  ia  nriting  to  you  now,  is  to  in- 

n  yon  that  I  have  ile{iDsitei1  in  the  hauds  of 

-.  Nicholas  Yuu  Slaphorst  of  Amsterdam,  two 

d  three  hundred  and  ten  guilders,  Holland 

VKacy,  equal  to  two  hundred  guineas,  subject 

r  orders. 

"  Thia  sum  is,  I  am  certain,  the  least  I  am  in- 
ibled  for  serricea  raudered  nie  liy  the  Marquis 
B  Lofityetta,  of  which  I  never  jet  liave  received 
3  account.  I  could  add  much,  but  it  is  best, 
Brbaps,  that  I  should  say  little  on  this  subject. 
Vonr  goodness  will  supply  my  deSciency. 

"  The  uncertainty  of  your  situation,  after  all 
the  inquiries  I  have  made,  has  occasioned  h  delay 
in  this  address  and  remiltAnce;  and  even  now  the 
measure  adopted  is  more  the  eSect  of  a  desire  to 
find  where  you  are,  than  from  any  knowledge  I 
have  obtained  of  your  residence." 

ae  de  Lafayette,  in  fact,  was  at  that  time 
ft  prisoDer  in  France,  in  pniul'ul  ignorance  of  her 
Btband's  fate.  She  had  been  commanded  by 
e  Jacobin  committee  to  repair  to  Paris  about 
B  lime  of  the  maisocres,  but  was  subsequently 
ermltted  to  reside  at  Chavaniac,  under  the  sur- 
feiltance  of  the  municipality. 
'  We  will  anticipate  events  by  adding  here,  that 
le  afterwards,  fluding  her  husband  was 
k'  prisoner  in  Austria,  she  obtained  penniaitiou 
»  leave  France,  and  ultimately,  with  her  two 
daughters,  joined  him  in  bis  prison  at  Olmutz. 
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George  Washington   Lii&yette,  tlie  son   of  the 
gerierul,  detcnniued  to  seek  an  asylam  iu  America. 

Ill  the  meiui  time,  the  arms  of  revoluiio 
ary  France  were  crowned  with  great  snccesa. 
"  Towns  full  before  them  without  a  blow,"  write* 
Gouvemanr  Morria,  "  and  the  declaration  of  righta 
produces  an  effect  equal  at  least  to  the  trumpeta 
of  Joshua."  But  Morris  was  far  from  drawing 
a  favorable  augury  from  this  auece-'s.  "  We  must 
observe  the  civil,  moral,  religious,  and  political 
in Btitu lions,"  said  he.     "  These  have  a  steady  Bud 

lasting  effect,  and  those  only Since 

I  have  been  iu  this  country,  I  have  seen  the  wor- 
sliip  of  many  idols,  and  hut  little  of  the  true  Qod. 
I  have  seen  many  of  those  idols  broken,  and  mane 
of  them  beaten  to  dust.  I  have  seen  the  latq 
constitution,  in  one  short  year,  admired  as  a  b 
pondou3  monument  of  human  wisdom,  aad  ridi- 
culed as  an  egregious  production  of  folly  aod 
vice.  I  wish  much,  very  much,  the  happinesa 
this  inconstant  people.  I  love  them.  I  feel 
grateiiil  for  their  efibrls  in  our  cause,  and  I  con- 
eider  the  establishment  of  a  good  constitution  hers 
as  the  principid  means,  under  Divine  Providenoo, 
of  exieuding  the  blessings  of  freedom  to  ibA 
many  millions  of  my  fellow-men,  who  groan  ia 
bondnge  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  But  I  do 
not  greatly  indulge  the  flHttering  illusion! 
hope,  because  I  do  not  yet  perceive  that  refonnit- 
tion  of  morals,  without  whicli,  liberty  is  bot  an 
empty  sound,"  ^ 

I  Life  of  Aforti,,  S.  218. 
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TTuliingion'i  EntmncB  npon  lii*  Second  Term.  —  Gloam.v 
Aii£[ricf«> —  Eieculion  of  Louis  XVI.  —  FraiiPe  Declares 

int. —  ProfbnuilioD  of  NeulnJity.  —  Frendi  Mitsion  to 
Iha  Ualud  Slates.  —  Genet  arriTes  in  CharJeston.  —  Hii 
Ktc^tioD  in  Pbitadelphia.—  Viewe  of  .Tea«ni>n  and  Ham- 
Dtotr*  —  WatfaingtoD'a  Ditpsssionals  Opinion. 

'03  under  gloomy  auspices,  a  divideii 

icabiael,  an  iacreafiing  exasperatiDU  of 
parties,  a  suspicion  of  monarchical  tea- 
(lencies,  and  a  threatened  abatemeut  of  popular- 
hy,  that  Wmiliiugtoa  entered  upon  )iis  second 
tertn  of  presidt-ncy.  It  waa  a  porleiilous  periotl 
b  the  history  of  the  world,  for  in  a  littlit  while 
came  ut-ws  of  that  tra^cal  erent,  the  t>eheadiiig 
of  Louis  XVI.  It  was  an  event  deplored  hy 
many  of  the  truest  advocates  of  liljerty  in  Amer- 
ica, who,  like  Washington,  remembered  that  un- 
fbrtmiaCe  monarch  as  the  fiieud  of  their  country 
iu  ber  revolutionary  struggle ;  but  others,  zeal- 
ots in  the  cause  of  political  reform,  considered  it 
with  complacency,  as  sealing  the  downfall  of  the 
French  monarchy  and  the  establishment  of  a  re- 
pablic 

An  event  followed  hard  upon  it  to  shake  the 
quiet  of  the  world.     E^ly  in  April  intelligence 
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WHS  received  that  France  had  declared  war 
Bgainst  England.  Populju*  excitement  wna  now 
wound  up  to  the  highegt  pitch.  What,  it  wai 
asked,  were  Americana  to  do  in  sudi  a  juncture? 
Could  thej  remain  unconcerned  speclutors  of  a 
conflict  between  their  ancient  enemj  and  repub- 
lican France?  Should  they  fold  their  arras  and 
look  coldly  on  a  war,  begun,  it  \&  true,  by  France,. 
but  threatening  the  subversion  of  the  repnblii^ 
and  the  recstablishment  of  u  monarchical  govera- 
tnent? 

Many,  in  the  wild  entliusinsin  of  Ibe  momeDt, 
would  at  once  have  precipitated  ibe  country  into 
a  war.  Fortunately  this  belligerent  impulse 
not  genera],  and  was  checked  by  the  calm,  con-* 
trolling  wisdom  of  Washinglon.  He  was  at  Mount 
Vernon  when  he  received  news  of  the  war,  and 
understood  that  American  vessels  were  already 
designated,  and  some  even  fitting  out  t 
it  OS  privateers.  He  forthwith  dispatched  a  loiter 
to  Jefferson  on  the  subject.  "  War  havmg  actu- 
ally commenced  between  France  and  Great  Brit- 
ain," writes  he,  "  it  liebooves  the  government  of 
this  country  to  use  every  means  in  its  power  to. 
prevent  the  citizens  thereof  from  embroiling  mm 
with  eilher  of  those  powers,  by  endeavoring  to 
maintain  a  strict  neutrality." 

Hastening  back  to  Philadelphia,  he  held  a  cab- 
inet council  on  the  19th  of  April,  to  deliberate  on 
a  proper  to  be  observed  by  the  United' 
in  the  present  crisis ;  and  to  detemuoa 
I  general  plan  of  conduct  for  the  1 
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In  this  council  it  wiis  uimDimouel;  di'U-rmined 
that  ft  proti&maUon  should  be  issued  by  Lhe  Pres- 
ident, "  forbidding  the  citizens  of  tlie  United 
Sutea  U>  take  part  in  any  hoatilitieg  on  the  aeas, 
and  iTiiruing  tliem  ogainet  carryiug  to  the  bellig* 
erenis  any  articles  ileenied  contraband  acconliiig 
to  the  modern  uaiges  of  uatiuna,  and  forbidding 
bU  acts  and  proceedings  inconsistent  with  ilie  du- 
tjes  of  a  finendly  nation  towards  those  at  war." 

It  wae  unanimously  agreed  also,  that  should 
tlie  republic  of  France  send  a  minister  to  the 
United  Stales,  lie  sliould  be  received. 

Ku  one  at  tlie  present  day  questions  the  wis- 
dom of  Washington's  proclaniation  of  neulrnliiy. 
It  was  our  true  policy  to  keep  aloof  from  Euro- 
pean war,  in  whidi  our  power  would  be  iiifffi- 
oent,  our  loss  certiun.     The  measure,  however, 
C  variance  with  the  enthusiastic  feelings  and 
1  passions  of  a  large  portion  of  the  citiiena. 
Thiaj  treated  it  for  a  lime  with  some  rQrl>earai)ce, 
it  of  long-clierisbed  reverence  fiir  Washington's 
hum;  but  bis  populaiity,  hitherto  unlimited,  wus 
SO  proof  against    the    inflamed    state    of   public 
!   feding.     The  proclamalion  was  stigmatized  as  a 
Ktyal  edict ;  a  dating  assumption  of  power  ;  an 
'   open  manifestation  of  partiality  for  England  and 
I  IwntiUcy  to  France. 

Washington  saw  that  a  deadly  blow  was  aimed 
at  his  inUuenca  and  his  ad  minis!  ration,  and  that 
botli  were  at  hazard ;  but  be  was  convinced  that 
neutrality  was  the  true  nationul  policy,  and  lie  re- 
solved \o  miuutniu  it,  whatever  might !«  his  im- 
lu^  of  popular  tuvor.  His  resoludon 
a  put  10  lhe  test, 
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The  Freoch  republic  had  re^en 
Edmoud  Charles  GeneL  or  ■•  Citizen  Geui-I.''  as  ha 
was  Urled,  miniaier  lo  the  Uuiie'l  Stoles.  Ha 
waa  represented  as  a  jonng  man  of  good  partly 
Terr  well  edacated.  aad  of  ao  ardent  temper.  Hft 
bad  serreA  in  the  bureau  of  Foreign  ARaire,  imdei 
the  ministry  of  Vergenne»,  and  be«a  employed 
in  variona  diplomatic  eitiiatioiia  until  the  over- 
throw of  tbe  monan^y,  when  he  joined  the  pof^ 
ular  party,  became  a  political  zealoL  and  member 
of  ibe  Jacobin  dub,  and  waa  rewarded  with  tlw 
mission  to  America. 

A  letter  fixim  Gonvemeur  morris  appn'sed  ib, 
Jeflet'M)n  that  the  Etecntire  Council  had  finw 
nUbed  Genet  with  three  hundred  blank 
dons  for  privBteers,  to  be  given  clundestinelj  to 
Bach  persons  as  he  might  find  in  America  inclined 
to  take  lliem.  "  Tliey  Buppose,"  writes  Moni^ 
■'  that  the  avidity  of  some  adventurera  may 
them  into  measures  which  wonid  involve  altered' 
tions  wilh  Great  Britain,  and  terminate  finally 


Genet's  condact  proved  tbe 
luformatioa.  He  had  landed  at  ChaHestoii.  Sooth. 
Carolina,  from  the  French  frigate  the  JmAuicodi^ 
on  the  8th  of  April,  a  short  time  before  the  proo- 
liunatiou  of  neutrality,  and  waa  received  wHlt 
great  rejotdng  and  extravagant  demonstrations  of 
refipect.  His  landing  at  a  port  several  hundred 
miles  from  the  seat  of  government,  was  a  singu- 
lar move  for  a  diplomat ;  but  his  object  in  sc 
doing  waa  soon  evident.  It  is  usual  for  a  foreiga. 
r  to  present  his  credenliaU  to  the  govern^ 


^m  did  not  i 

^hbJB  DAtUt 

^■^Ufle  to 
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aenl  lo  which  he  comes,  and  be  received  by  it  in 
form  before  he  presumes  to  enter  u)ion   the  excr- 
of  tiia    fiiiicliuns.     Citizen  Genet,  however, 
did  not  stop  fur  ttiese  fomiulilieB.     Coolident  in 
DAture,  heated  in  hla  zeul,  ami  tlushed  witli  tha 
irariDth  of  bis    reception,  he  could  not 
'^Ufle  to  consider  the  proprieties  of  bis  migsion 
deUcate  responsibilities  luvolvod  in  iliplo- 
jtacj.    The  contiguity  of  Cburlestou  to  the  West 
ImUes  nude  it  a  fuvorable  port  for  fitting  out  pri- 
[^mteen  agiunst  the   trade  of  these  isltinds ;  and 
iring  Genet's  short  snjonrn  there  he  issued  eom- 
tar  arming  and  equipping  vessels  of  war 
tr  that  purpose,  mid  manning  tbem  with  Amer- 

2n  the  hitter  part  of  April,  Genet  set  out  for 
the  north  hy  land.  As  he  proceeded  on  his  jour- 
y  the  newspapers  teemed  with  accounts  of  the 
e»ioD3  and  addresses  with  which  he  was 
3(1,  and  tlie  festivities  whicli  ce1ebrute<l  bis 
t  each  place.  Jefferson,  in  a  letler  to 
iBon  written  from  Philndelphia  on  the  nth  of 
,  observes  with  eiullation:  "The  war  be- 
lt France  and  England  seems  to  be  produc- 
g  aa  effect  not  ounlemplated.  All  the  uld  spirit 
r  1776,  rekindling  the  newspapers  from  Boston 
9  Charlestun,  proves  this  ;  and  even  the  mono- 
t  papers  are  obliged  to  publish  the  most  fnri- 
A  phtlippicB  against  England.  A  Freucii  frigate ' 
"k  a  British  prixe  [the  Granffi]  off  the  Ciipes 
f  Delaware  llie  oilier  day,  mid  tent  her  up  here. 
■  Upon  her  coming  into  si^ht,  thousands  and  thou- 
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On  the  following  day,  vurious  societiea  and  a. 
e  body  of  citiKens  wiiil«cl  npon  him  witli  ad- 
_  t,  rwftlling  with  gratitude  the  aid  ^ven  by 

I'nuioe  in  the  acbieTement  of  Americaa  indepeud- 
ccnce,  Add  extoUing  luid  rejoicing  in  the  sukHieas 
of  the  anns  of  tlie  French  republic  Ou  tlie 
(ome  day,  before  Genet  hail  presented  his  creden- 
littlB  and  betn  acknowledge*!  by  llie  Presideul,  be 
Wiw  invited  lo  a  grand  republican  dinner,  "at 
which,"  we  are  told,  ■*  the  company  united  in 
tsging  the  MarReillea  Hymn.  A  deputation  of 
\  Bulors  presented  theraselTes,  and  were  rn- 
d  by  the  gue«ts  with  the  '  fraternal  embrnce.* 
I  table  was  decorated  with  the  '  tree  of  lib- 
erty,' and  a  red  cup,  called  the  cap  of  liberty, 
was  placwl  on  the  bead  of  tlie  minister,  and  from 
_!bu  truvolled  in  succeasion  from  heu^d  \o  head 
nind  the  table." ' 

[  This  enthusiasa  of  the  multitade  was  regarded 
Mtb  bdulgence,  if  nut  fiivor,  by  JelterMiu,  as 
g  the  elt'en-eBcence  of  the  true  spirit  of  lib- 
y;  but  was  deprecated  by  UamiJtou  as  aii  ia- 
inlion  that  might  "  do  us  much  harm,  and 
tild  do  France  no  good."  A  letter,  written  by 
him  at  the  time,  is  worthy  of  full  citation  aa 
embodying  the  scntimenta  of  that  party  of  which 
be  was  the  leader.  "  It  cannot  be  without  dan- 
t  and  inconvenience  to  our  interests  to  impress 
OS  of  Europe  an  idea  that  we  are  ac- 
i  by  the  aame  spirit  which  has  for  some  time 
Ht  fitUtUy  misguided  the  meui^urea  ol'  tliose  who 
induct  the  affairs  of  France,  and  sullied  a  uiiuae 
1  JuyiLi/*,  vui,  i.  p.aoi. 
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once  glorious,  and  that  niiglit  have  heeu  triomplH 
BQt.  The  cause  of  Frauce  is  cumpared  with  that  o( 
America  duriiig  its  late  Revolution.  Would  t 
Heaven  that  the  comjiariaoii  were  just  1  Woulil  to' 
HeAveii  we  could  diitceru,  in  the  mirror  of  French  i 
affairs,  ihe  name  deconim,  the  same  gravity,  ths 
same  order,  tlie  same  dignity,  tlie  Buine  ftolemuityi 
wliich  distinguished  llie  cause  of  the  American' 
Hevoluiiou!  Clouds  and  darkneas  would  not 
then  re&t  upon  the  issue  ns  they  now  do.  I  owtf 
I  do  not  lilte  the  comparison.  Wlien  I  coiitem?. 
plate  the  horrid  and  systematic  massacres  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  September;  when  I  observe  that  ft: 
Msrat  and  a  Robespierre,  the  noiorious  prompU 
era  of  those  bloody  sceues,  sit  triumphantly  ill 
the  convention,  and  tiike  a  conspicuous  pari  ia 
its  measures  —  tliat  an  attempt  to  bring  the  aA^ 
Bassiiis  to  justice  hns  been  obliged  to  be  aban* 
doncd;  when  I  see  an  unfortunate  prince,  whose 
reign  was  a  conUnued  demonstration  of  the  gooti* 
ness  and  benevolence  of  liis  heart,  of  his  altaclk* 
menC  to  the  people  of  whom  he  was  the  monardi, 
who,  though  educated  in  the  lap  of  despotisn^ 
hod  given  repeated  proofs  that  he  was  not  ths 
eueiny  of  liberty,  brought  precipitately  and  ig* 
nomiuiously  to  the  block  witliout  any  galiBtandal 
proof  of  guilt,  as  yet  disclosed  —  without  i 
an  authentic  exhibition  of  motives,  in  decent  re- 
gard to  the  opiuions  of  mimkind ;  when  I  finct 
the  doctrines  of  atheism  openly  advanced  in  the 
convention,  and  heard  wltli  loud  applauses  j  whoM 
I  see  the  sword  of  fanaticism  exteuded  to  force  « 
political  creed  upou  ciiizeus  who  were  invited  to 
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*xil)niii  to  the  arms  of  France  aa  the  linrbiiigera 
Of  liberty ;  wbea  I  behold  the  hmid  of  nipauity 
Outstretched  to  prostrate  and  ravish  the  monu- 
leots  of  religious  worship,  erected  by  those  citi- 
a  aiid  their  aiiceatora ;  when  I  perceive  pa»- 
,  tumult,  Bud  violeoce  usurping  those  seats, 
there  reaaon  and  cool  deliberation  ought  to  pre- 
I  acknowledge  that  I  am  glad  to  believe 
is  no  real  resemblauee  between  what  waa 
e  cause  of  America  and  what  is  the  cause  of 
;  tliat  the  difference  is  no  less  greut  than 
Utt  between  liberty  and  Ucentionsness.  1  regret 
natever  Las  a  leudency  to  confound  them,  and 
p  feel  Riixious,  as  an  American,  that  the  ebulli- 
I  of  inconsiderate  men  among  ns  may  uot 
d  to  involve  onr  reputation  in  the  issue."  ' 
Waahiugton,  from  his  elevuted  and  resputisibla 
n  endeavored  to  look  beyond  the  popular 
Bdt«[»eDt,  and  regard  the  aiTnire  of  France  with 
h  ^spaasionate  aud  impartial  eye,  but  he  con- 
1  that  he  saw  in  the  turn  they  had  lately 
mn  the  probability  of  a  terrible  confusion,  to 
luch  he  could  predit't  no  certain  issue ;  a  bouud- 
H  omau  whence  no  land  was  to  be  seen.  Ho 
l^red  less,  he  said,  for  the  cause  of  liberty  in 
R^iiice  from  the  pressure  of  foreign  enemies,  tbau 
from  the  strifes  and  quarrels  of  those  in  wliose 
s  government  was  intnisied,  i 


»dy  to  tear  each  other  to  pieces,  and  ' 
lore  probably  prove  the  worst  foes  the  co 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Genet  pTwientg  hii  Letler  of  Credeim.  —  Hia  Diplomatic 
Sprerh.  —  WftihingtOD'f  Converulion  with  Jcflnvoo, — 
Capture  of  Ihe  ehip  Orange  and  other  British  Vesels.— - 
QDealion  of  Keelilation.  —  DiuatiKSKlion  of  Gen«l.—  Do- 
maods  releue  of  Ivq  Amcrlon  Ciliieui.  —  WubiaBlon'B 
Sensiliveneo  to  lbs  Altacke  of  Ihe  Preen 


RAf^^N  ilie  18lh  of  May,  Genet  presents]  his 
a  Mc  J  IfUer  of  credence  to  the  PresiJeat ;  by 
^^^fll  ^cliom,  tiotwiihslandiog  hU  lute  anwar- 
rantable  proceedings  at  Charlealoti,  he  was  wdl 
receivi^l ;  Waahington  taking  the  occnsiou  to  ex- 
press his  sincere  regard  for  the  French  nation. 

JefTerson,  who,  as  Secretarj  of  State,  vru 
present,  had  all  his  warm  sympathies  in  favor  of 
France,  roused  by  Genet's  diplomHtic  speech 
"It  was  iroposBible,"  writes  he  to  Madison,  *'for 
anjihiug  to  be  more  dflectionsle,  more  magtiani- 
moUB,  than  the  purport  of  Genet's  mission.  '  We 
wish  you  to  do  nothing,"  said  he, '  but  what  is  for 
your  own  good,  and  we  will  do  all  in  our  power 
to  promote  it.  Cherish  your  own  peace  and  prov- 
perity.  You  have  espressed  a  willinguesg  to 
enter  into  a  more  liberal  commerce  with  us;  I 
bring  full  powers  to  form  such  a  treaty,  and  a 
preliminary  decree  of  the  National  Convention  to 
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\y  open  our  country  and  its  coloniea  to  you,  for 
purpose  of  utility,  without  your  pnnlcipiit- 
in|r  the  burdens  of  roiiiiitniuiRg  and  defending 
them.  We  see  in  you,  the  only  person  on  enrlh 
vho  CAD  love  us  sincerely,  and  merit  to  be  so 
loved.'  lu  short  he  offers  everything  ami  asks 
nothing." 

"  Yet  I  know  the  offers  will  be  opposed."  adds 
Jefferson,  "  aitd  suspect  they  will  not  be  acojpled. 
Id  short,  my  dear  sir,  it  is  impossible  for  you  to 
conceive  whnt  is  passing  in  our  conclave  ;  and  it 
is  evident  that  one  or  two,  at  least,  under  pretense 
of  avoiding  war  on  the  one  side,  have  no  great 
antipathy  to  run  tbul  of  it  ou  the  other,  and  to 
make  «  part  in  the  confederacy  of  princes  against 
hnraan  liberty." 

The  "one  or  two,"  in  the  paragraph  above 
died,  no  doubt,  imply  Hamilton  and  Knox. 

Washington  again,  in  conversation,  endeavored 
to  counteract  these  suspicions  which  were  swaying 
Jefferson's  mind  against  his  contemporaries.  We 
give  Jefferson's  own  account  of  the  conversation. 
"He  (Washington)  observed  that,  if  anybody 
wanted  to  change  the  form  of  our  government 
iDto  a  monarchy,  he  was  sure  it  was  only  a  few 
nHlivitluals,  and  that  no  man  in  the  United  States 
would  set  his  face  againsC  it  more  than  himself; 
but,  that  this  was  not  what  he  was  afraid  of;  his 
fears  were  from  another  quarter;  that  then  tca> 
more  dangrr  of  anarchy  being  inlroduced." 

He  then  adverted  to  Freneau's  paper  and  its 
partisan  hostilities.  He  despised,  he  said,  all 
pereonal  attacks  upon  himself,  but  observed  that 
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there  never  bad  been  nn  act  of  iho  goveniment 
wliidi  that  pnper  had  not  nbused.  "He 
evidently  sore  and  warm,"  atlda  Jeffurson,  "and  I 
took  Lis  iiitenlion  to  be,  that  I  should  interpoBO 
iu  Borne  way  nilh  Freneau ;  perhaps,  wilhdran' 
his  appointineat  of  translating  clerk  in  my  officei 
But  I  will  not  do  it." 

It  appears  to  us  rather  an  ungracious  deteiv 
Riiiiation  on  the  pnrl  of  Jeffersou,  to  keep  thid. 
barking  cur  i[i  his  employ,  when  lie  fouiid  him  so 
annoying  to  the  chief,  wliom  he  professed,  and  w6 
beh'sve  with  aineerity,  to  revere.  Neither  are 
reasons  for  Bo  doiug  SHtisfiictory,  savoring,  afl  tLey 
do,  of  those  strong  political  suspicions  alreadj 
noticed.  "Hia  (Frenenu's)  paper,"  observed  I: 
"  has  saved  our  constitution,  which  was  gnllopitigl 
fast  into  mouarchy,  and  has  been  checked  by  a 
meana  so  powerfully  aa  by  that  paper.  It  is  w^ 
and  universally  known,  that  it  has  been  that  paper 
which  checked  the  career  of  tile  inouocrRts  ;  tha 
Fresiilent,  not  sensible  of  the  designs  of  the  party^' 
has  not,  with  his  usual  good  sense  and  sang  fr&id, 
looked  on  the  efforts  and  effects  of  this  free  prest^ 
and  seen  that,  though  some  bad  things  have  passed 
through  it  to  the  public,  yet  the  good  have  prepoa' 
derated  immensely.^ 

Jefferson  wits  mistaken.  Washington  had  t 
garded  the  efforts  and  efibcis  of  this  Iree  pres^ 
with  his  usual  good  sense  ;  and  the  injurious  !&> 
fluence  it  exercised  iu  public  afliiira  was  presently 
nnuiifested  in  the  traui<aclions  of  the  government 
with  Genet,     The  acts  of  tliis  diplomatic  person- 
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t  Clinrlfstnn,  lind  nol  Iieen  the  sole  ground 

e   complaint  preferred   by   the   UriliKli   min- 

Tlie    capture   (if  ibe    Briiish    vessel,   the 

grange,   by    the    frigate    Ambuicade,    formed    fv 

graver  oue.     Occurring  witliiu  our  wBter.i,  it  was 

»  clear  uanrpaiion  of  imtionnl  sovereignty,  and  a 

I    ^iolatiou  of  rieutrnl  riglils.     The  Briiish  miiiiBter 

I  ^emfiniled    a    ri»iiiutiaii    of  the    prize,   and    the 

I    oibiiiel  were  unRnimously  of  opinion   thiit  rfstilu- 

h     tioii  shonlil  be  made ;   nor  vias  there  any  difliciilly 

with  the  French  minister  on  this  head  ;  but  restitu- 

tioa  was  likewise  claime^l  of  other  veHseU  capiiired 

OD  (he  high  seas,  and  brought  into  port  by  the 

privateera    authorized    by  Genet.     In  regard  to 

the»e  there  was  a  difierence  of  sentiment  in  the 

□tbiaet.     Hamilton    and    Knox  were  of  opiuion 

that  the  government  should  interpose  to  restore 

die  prizes  ;  It  being  the  duty  of  a  neutral   nntion 

to  remedy  any  injury  sustained  by  armaments  fitted 

out  in  its  ports.    Jelferson  and  Randolph  contended 

that  the  case  should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the 

courts    of  justice.      If  the    courts    adjudged   the 

eomroissioDS  Issued  by  Genet  to  \>e  invulid,  they 

would,  of  course,  decide  the  captures  made  under 

tlwm  to  be   void,  and   the   property   to  recnnin  in 

ibe  original  owners ;  if,  on  t!ie  other  hand,  the  legal 

right  lo  llie  property  had  been  transferred  to  ilie 

capton,  they  would  so  decide. 

Seeing:  this  difference  of  opinion  in  the  cabinet, 
Washington  reserved  the  point  for  further  deliber- 
ation ;  but  directed  the  SfKsretary  of  State  to  com< 
manicHle  to  the  ministers  of  France  and  Britain 
the  principles  in  which  they  concurred  i  these  being 
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considereil  a8  sellled.  Circular  letter^  kUo,  wel* 
adilrcsjied  to  the  governors  of  screral  SlaUss,  ra- 
qiliriiig  their  cooperation,  with  force,  if  nccesMry, 
In  CArry  out  the  rules  agreL-d  upon. 

Genet  look  umbrage  ut  these  decisions  of  ttM 
government,  and  expretiseil  his  dissatisfactio 
letter,  complaining  of  tbem  us  violations  of  Dataral 
right,  and  subversive  of  tiie  existing  treaties  b»- 
twcon  the  two  nations.  Hia  letter,  though  som 
what  wanting  in  strict  decorum  of  language,  i. 
duced  a  review  of  the  subject  iu  the  cabinet ;  bi 
he  was  informed  that  no  reason  appeared  for 
changing  the  system  adopted.  He  was  further  in- 
formed that  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  Executive,  tbs, 
vessels  which  had  beeu  illcgaltj  equipped,  should' 
depart  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Genet  was  not  disposed  to  acquiesce  in 
decisions.  He  was  aware  of  the  gmtetiil  feeliitgl 
of  the  nation  to  France :  of  the  popular  disposilioi 
to  go  all  lengtliB  short  of  war,  in  her  fiivor; 
the  popular  idea,  that  republican  iitteresta  i 
identical  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  ;  that  i 
royal  triumph  over  republicanism  in  Europe,  wot 
be  followed  by  a  combination  to  destroy  it  in  ti 
country.  He  had  lieard  the  clamor  among  I 
populace,  and  nttered  in  Freneau's  "  Gazette"  a 
other  newspapers,  against  the  policy  of  neutrality) 
the  people,  he  thought,  were  with  him,  if  V*  ' 
iuglon  wits  not,  and  he  believed  the  latter  wouU 
not  dare  to  risk  his  popularity  in  thwarting  i. 
enthusiasm.  He  persisted,  therefore,  in  diBregfird> 
ing  tile  decisions  of  the  government,  and  spokf 
of  them  as  a  departure  from  the  obligations  U  owo^ 
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to  Franco  ;   a  cowordlj  abaiidonmQnt  of  friends 
-when  danger  menace<i. 

Auoltier  Bve.til  inlilfd  lo  llie  irritation  of  Genet. 
Two  American  citizens,  wboia  lie  had  engngcd  al 
Charleston,  to  cruise  id  tlie  service  of  Frniice, 
were  Arrested  oa  board  of  the  privateer,  condiicied 
to  prison,  and  proseculionB  commenced  agnitist 
them.  The  indignnnt  feelings  of  Genet  were 
veuted  in  an  extraordinary  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  Slate.  When  speaking  of  their  arrest,  "  The 
crime  laid  to  their  charge,"  writes  he  — "  the 
crime  which  my  mind  cannot  conceive,  and  which 
my  pen  almoet  refuses  lo  state  —  is  the  serving 
oT  France,  and  defending  willi  her  children  ihe 
cummon  glorious  cause  of  liberty. 

"  Being  ignorant  of  any  positive  law  or  treaty, 
which  deprives  Americans  of  litis  privilege,  and 
Milborises  officers  of  police  arbitrarily  to  take 
mariners  in  the  service  of  France  from  on  board 
of  ibeir  vessels,  I  call  upon  your  intervention, 
B,«r,  and  that  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  order  to  obtain  the  immediate  release- 
nent  of  the  above-mentioned  oHicers,  who  have 
Dquired,  by  the  sentiments  animating  them,  and 
f  the  act  of  their  engagement,  anterior  to  any 
ic(  to  the  contrary,  the  right  of  French  citizens, 
r  they  have  lost  that  of  American  citizens." 

The  lofty  and  indignant  lone  of  ibis  letter  hud 
0  effect  in  shaking  the  determination  of  govern- 
ment, or  obtaining  the  release  of  ibe  prisoners. 
Wttshinglon  confesses,  however,  that  he  was  very 
nnch  harried  and  perplexed  by  the  "disputes, 
iDemorials^  and  wbsl    not,"  with  which   he  was 
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pestered,  by  one  or  olber  of  the  powers  at  war. 
It  was  a  901-e  trinl  of  his  equanimity,  his  irapar' 
Uality,  and  his  clucrimiDatioD,  and  wore  upon  his 
spirits  and  his  health.  "  The  PresidcDi  ia  Dot 
well,"  writes  Jefferson  to  Madison  (June  9ih)  j 
**  little  lingering  fevers  liave  been  banging  about 
him  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  affected  his  looks 
most  remarkably.  He  is  alao  extremely  affected 
by  the  attacks  made  and  kept  up  on  him,  in  the 
pahlic  papers.  I  think  he  feels  Iliese  things  more 
Ihau  any  otlier  person  I  ever  yet  met  with.  I 
am  sincerely  sorry  to  see  them." 

Jeffersou's  aorrow  was  hardly  in  accordance 
nitlt  the  reaohitioii  expressed  by  him,  to  retain 
Freneau  in  his  office,  nolwithslaudiug  his  inces- 
snut  atlucks  apon  the  Frcsidenl  and  the  tneaaures 
of  bis  goTemraont.  WuEJjinglon  miglit  well  feel 
sensitire  to  these  attacks,  which  Jefier^on  ac- 
knowledges were  the  more  mischievous,  from  be- 
ing planted  on  popular  ground,  on  ttie  iiniversul 
love  of  the  people  to  France  and  its  CHuae.  But 
he  was  not  to  he  deterred  by  personal  considera- 
tions &om  the  strict  line  of  his  duty-  He  waa 
aware  that,  in  withstanding  the  public  iufatunlioa 
iu  regard  to  France,  he  was  putting  an  uupnral- 
leled  popularity  at  hazard  ;  but  be  put  it  at  haz- 
ard without  heailation ;  and,  in  so  doing,  set  a 
magnanimous  example  fur  \i\i  successors  lu  office 
to  endeavor  to  fallow. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

WMngtoa  called  to  Hoimt  Ternon.  —  Tha  Cuw  of  lbs 
Sarak  comes  opin  his  Absent.  —  Gnveni or  Mifflin 
miaed  to  prevont  bet  Departure —  Kogt  of  Gcnol.  — 
JeSerwn  urgta  Detenlioa  of  Ihg  Privulerr  until  the  Presi- 
dent'! Betum.  —  Evaaivs  Amunnce  of  Genet.  —  Dislmst 
of  Hunilton  uid  Knox.  —  Wuhiogtoa  retoms  to  Plxiiacie]. 
phia. —  A  Cabinet  Ooandl.  —  lU  DeteriDinatiuu  commu- 
rdcatod  to  Genet. — Tbe  Vessol  gaila  in  deflanee  of  it. — 
Pormalion  of  the  Democratic  Society.— The  Bwall  of 
Genet  delenDinet!  oo.  ^Tbe  Kibald  Lampoon.  —  Washing- 
Ion'*  Outborlt. 

BN  tlie  latier  part  of  July,  Washington 
^  aiiddenly  called  to  Mount  Veraon 
I  by  tlid  ileWli  of  Mr.  Whiting,  the  mao- 
Bger  of  his  estates.  During  his  brief  absence 
from  the  seat  of  government  occurred  ihe  case 
of  the  Litlk  Sarafi.  This  was  a  Briiish  mer- 
cliAiit  vesel  which  had  been  captured  by  u  French 
priniteer,  and  brought  into  Philadelphia,  where 
she  had  been  anned  and  equipped  for  privaleer- 
iDg  1  maDoed  with  ooe  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
nwDy  of  them  Americans,  and  her  name  chnnged 
IDto  that  of  Le  Petit  Democrat.  This,  of  course, 
Iras  in  violatioD  of  Washington's  decision,  which 
had  been  commuaicated  to  Genet. 

General  Mifflin,  now  governor  of  Pennsylvn- 
nia,  being  informed,  on  the  6th  of  July,  that  the 
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mid  was  to  mU  the  next  i»j.  mbI  Ua  • 
Mr.  DaliM,  U  midnii^  to  Genet,  ta  \ 
him  to  deoin  ber  andl  the  Prendeiit  i~ 
rive,  inlimaltng  that    otberwMe   farce  woaU    I 
used  iQ  prereDi  ber  depAium^ 

Genet  llew  Uto  one  of  ifae  ttsnsporta  of  p 
eioD  to  wfaid)  he  was  prooe ;  conlnsted 
treatment  experienced  bj  faim  rrom  the  officen  of  \ 
govenunent,  with  the  attachment  to  his  mukia  f 
professed  by  the  people  at  krge ;  declared  th«t  | 
tbe  Prendent  was  not  the  sorereign  of  the  c 
try,  and  had  do  right,  withoot  ooi>5allii^  Con-  I 
gress,  to  gire  such  ioslructioiis  as  be  had  issued 
to  tbe  State  goremorj;  threAleoed  to  appeal 
from  his  dectsion  to  the  people,  and  to  repd  force 
by  fitroe,  should  an  attempt  be  made  to  s«ize  tbe 
priratecT. 

Apprised  of  this  menace^  Governor  Urfflin  fortb- 
with  ordered  out  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the 
militia  to  lake  posseasioo  of  the  privateer,  and 
commnntcated  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to 
Ihi^  CHbiiiet. 

Mr.  JeSersoD  now  took  the  matter  in  band, 
and,  on  tlie  7th  of  July,  in  an  interriew  with 
Genet,  repeated  the  request  that  the  privateer 
be  detained  nntil  the  arrival  of  the  President. 
Genet,  be  writes,  instantly  took  op  the  subject  in 
a  very  high  tone,  and  went  into  so  immense  field 
of  decIamatioD  and  complaint.  Jefiersoo  made  ■ 
few  eSbrts  to  be  hevrd,  but.  finding  them  ineffec- 
tual, anfiered  the  torrent  of  vituperation  to  poor 
OD.  He  sat  in  silence,  therefore,  while  Genet 
charged  the  government  with  having  violated  tbe 
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*  ^^^aiies  between  the  two  UHtioQsi    with  linviag 

^*  "^^^flered  lis  fljig  to  be  insulted  and  disregarded  by 

*-"fc~-»e  Englisli ;  who  stopped  its  vesaela  on  the  high 

^*-^^MiB,  aod  took  out  of  them  whntever  ihey  sus- 

"K^^  «ic(L-d  Co  be  French  property.     lie  declured  that 

«^^».«  bad  been  thwarted  and  opposed  iu  everything 

^:k,e   had  to  do  with  the  govern meu t ;  so  that  he 

^^-^nnieiiniea  thought  of  packing  tip  und  going  away, 

^E«.3  he  found  he  could  not  be  useful  to  his  nntion 

m  u  anything.     He  censured  the  Executive  for  the 

mmeasurcB  it  had  taken   withont    consuUiiig   Cou- 

^greae,  and  declared,  thiit,  on  Ibe  President'^  re- 

'Kum,  he  would  cerlaiiily  press    him  to  L-ouvene 

IYhitt  body. 
Me  boil  by  this  lime  exhaasted  his  passion  and 
raodenitvd  his  tone,  and  JetFerson  took  occiiNion  to 
eay  a  word.  "I  stopped  him,"  writes  he,  "at  the 
Bobject  of  culling  CVingress ;  esplaiued  our  Cou- 
Btilution  to  him  as  baviug  divided  the  functions 
of  government  among  three  different  authorities, 
the  executive,  legislative,  and  Judiciary,  ench  of 
which  were  supreme  on  all  questions  belonging  to 
th^r  department,  and  independent  of  the  others ; 
llial  all  the  questions  which  had  arisen  between 
him  and  us,  belonged  to  the  esecudve  department, 
and,  if  Congress  were  sitting,  could  not  be  cur- 
lied  to  them,  nor  would  they  take  notice  of  them." 
Genet  asked  with  surprise,  if  Congress  were 
Dot  the  sovereign. 
"  No,"  replied  Jefferson.  "  They  are  sovereign 
only  in  making  laws;  the  executive  is  the  sove- 
reign in  executing  [hem,  and  the  judiciaiy  in  con- 
atroing  tliem,  where  they  relate  to  that  depart- 
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"  But,  at  least"  cried  Genet,  "  Congress  are 
bound  to  see  thutlhe  treaties  are  observed."  "No," 
rejoined  Jefferson,  "  There  are  very  few  cai 
indeed,  arising  out  of  trenlJes,  vbich  they  can 
take  notice  of.  The  President  is  to  see  tliat  treu- 
ties  are  observed." 

"  Tf  he  deddes  against  the  treaty,"  demanded 
Genet,  "  lo  whom  is  a  nation  to  appeal  ?  "  "  The 
CoDslitution,"  replied  Jotfereon,  "  has  made  the 
President  the  last  appeal." 

G«net,  perfectly  laken  uhock  at  finding  his  o' 
ignorance  in  the  matter,  shrugged  his  shoulders, 
made  a  bow,  and  said. "  be  would  not  eomplim 
Mr.  Jefferson  on  such  a  constitution." 

He  had  now  subsided  into  coolness  and  good 
bumor,  and  the  subject  of  the  LiuU  Sarah  lieing 
resumed,  Jefferson  pressed  her  detention  until  the 
President's  return ;  intimatiDg  that  her  previous 
departure  would  be  considered  a  very  serioDB 
offense. 

Genet  made  no  promise,  but  expressed  him- 
self very  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  Mr,  Jeffer- 
son that  die  vessel  was  not  in  a  state  of  readiness ; 
she  had  to  change  her  position  that  day,  he  said, 
and  fall  down  tbe  river,  somewhere  about  the 
lower  end  of  the  town,  for  the  convenience 
taking  some  things  on  board,  and  would  not  de- 
part yet. 

When  Jefferson  endeavored  to  extort  an  assur- 
ani%  that  she  would  await  the  President's  return, 
he  evaded  a  direct  committal,  inUmating  however, 
by  look  and  gesture,  that  she  woold  not  be  gone 
before  that  time.     "  But   let  me  beseech  you," 
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laid  lie,  "not  to  permit  any  attempt  to  put  men 
o«  board  of  her.  Sbe  is  filled  wltli  bigli-spiriled 
)intrii)l8,  and  they  will  unqueBtloiiably  resist.  And 
there  is  no  occiisioo,  for  I  t«ll  you  she  will  not  be 
ready  to  depart  for  some  time." 

JelferBou  was  at.'cordingly  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  the  privateer  would  remaiu  in  the  river 
BUtil  the  President  should  decide  on  her  case,  and, 
OH  communicaUng  this  convictioo  to  the  governor, 
die  latter  ordered  the  militia  to  be  dismissed. 

Hamilton  and  Knox,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
distrustful,  and  proposed  the  immediate  erection 
of  a  battery  on  Mud  lalnnd,  with  guus  mounted 
to  fire  at  the  vessel,  and  even  to  sink  her,  if  she 
ftttainpted  to  pass.  JeQeraon,  however,  refnaiug 
to  ooitcur  in  the  measure,  it  was  not  adopted. 
The  vessel,  at  that  time,  was  at  Gloucester  Point, 
bat  soon  fell  down  lo  Chester. 

Washington  arrived  at  Philadelpliia  on  the 
Hth  of  July;  when  papers  requiring  "instant 
Ulentiou  "  were  put  into  his  bands.  Tliey  re- 
lated to  the  case  of  the  LtUle  Surah,  and  were 
from  Jefferson,  who,  being  ill  with  fever,  had  re- 
tired lo  his  seat  in  the  country.  Notliing  could 
exceed  ilie  displeasure  of  Washington  when  he 
examiDed  these  papers. 

In  a  letter  written  to  Jefferson,  on  the  spur  of 
the  moment,  ho  puts  these  indignant  queries  : 
"Wlint  is  to  be  done  in  the  case  of  the  Li'li/e 
SaraA,  now  at  Chester?  Is  the  muiist^r  of  ihe 
French  republic  to  set  the  acta  of  ihis  govern- 
ment at  defiance  teil/i  impunity  f  And  then 
threalflu  the  Executive  with  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
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pie !  What  must  the  world  think  of  such  ooo- 
duct,  and  of  the  govemmeat  of  the  United  States 
in  Bubmitting  to  it  ? 

"  Thttse  are  serious  questioQii.  Circumstances 
press  for  dedsion,  and,  as  you  have  had  time  ta 
consider  them  (upon  me  they  come  unexpectedly), 
I  wish  to  know  your  opinion  upon  them,  evea 
t)efore  to-morrow,    for  the  vessel    may  then    be 

Mr.  JeSerson,  in  a  reply  of  tlie  same  date,  in- 
formed the  President  of  iiis  having  received  e&- 
sunuice,  that  day,  from  Mr.  Genet,  that  the  vessel 
t  be  gone  before  liis  (the  President*s}- 


In  consequence  of  this  assurance  of  the  French 
minister,  no  immediate  measures  of  a  coercive  na^ 
ture  were  taken  with  reganl  to  tlie  vessel ;  bnt» 
in  a  cabinet  council  held  the  next  day,  it  was  de- 
lermi[ied  to  detain  in  port  all  privateers  which 
had  been  equipped  within  tlie  United  States  hf 
any  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

No  time  was  lost  in  commuoicating  this  deter- 
minaijon  to  Genet ;  but,  in  defiance  of  it,  the  ves- 
sel sailed  on  her  cruise. 

It  must  have  been  a  severe  trial  to  Washing- 
ton's i>pirit  to  see  his  authority  thus  braved  and 
insulted,  and  to  tiud  that  tlie  people,  notwithstand- 
ing the  indignity  tlius  offered  to  their  chief  mag- 
istrate, sided  with  tlie  aggressors,  aud  exulted  ia 
iheir  open  defiance  of  his  neutral  policy. 

About  tliia  time  a  society  was  formed  under  tho ' 
auspices  of  the  French  minister,  aud  in  imitation 
of  the  Jacobin  clubs  of  Faris.     It  was  called  tlie 
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c  Society,  nnd  soon  gave  rise  to  others 
'^throughout  the  Utiioti ;  nil  taking  the  French  side 
'SLa  lite  present  rjueslionH.  The  term  democrat, 
'Vheneefomurd,  bt^gaa  to  deaignaie  an  ultra-repuV 

Frcah  mortificntions  nwaitai  Wsshington,  from 
"Vhe  distempered  st^le  of  public  sentiment.     The 
~Wrial  cume  ou  of  Gideon  Heufield,  an  American 
^tizen,  prosecuted  under  the  advice  of  the  Altor* 
aiey -general,  for  having   enlisted,  at  Charleston, 
Mia  boanl  of  a  French  privateer  which  had  brought 
^irites  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia.     The  popu- 
lace took  port  with  Henfield.     He  had  enlisted 
'before  llie  proclamation  of  neuLmlity  had  been 
]»Dbli»hed,  and  even  if  he  had  enlisted  at  a  later 
date,  was  he  to  he  punished  for  engaging  with 
their  ancient  ally,  France,  in  the  cause  of  lil>erty 
Bgunst  the  royal  despots  of  Europe  ?    His  ac- 
quitlol  exposed  Wasliington    to  tlje  obloquy  of 
having   attempted    a    mensure    whieb    the    laws 
would  not  justify.    It  showed  him,  moreover,  the 
fiiiility  of  attempts  at  punishment  for  infractions 
of  the  rules  procluimed  for  the  preservation  of 
neutrality ;  while  the  clamorous  rejoidng  by  which 
the  acijiultal  of   Hentield  had    been    celebraleil, 
evinced  the  popular  dbpoaition  to  thwart  that  line 
or  policy  which  he  considered  most  calculated  to 
promote    the    public   good.      Nothing,    however, 
could  induce  him  lo  swerve  from  that  policy.    "I 
have  coiisolution  within,"  said  he,  "  that  no  earthly 
effort  can  deprive  me  of,  and  that  is,  that  neither 
ambitious  nor  interested  motivex  have  iiitiueut'ed 
my  conduct.     The  arrows  of  malevolence,  there- 
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fore,  however  barbed  and  well  poiiiii?d,  cao  ne*^ 
reach  t!ie  must  vulnerable  part  of  me ;  tlioik^^ 
whilst  I  am  set  up  as  a  mark  they  will  be  con-^t 
ually  aimed." ' 

Hitherto  WaBhiDgton  had  exercised  great  ■:^K 
bearance   toward   tlie   Preac;li  minister,  Dotn^:5 
etaudiijg  the  little  respect  shown  by  the  lallac — 
the  rights  of  the  United  States ;  but  the  ol^cr 
GoinmuiiicaliotiB  of  Genet  were  becoming  too 
feQsive    and   insulcing    to   be   longer    tolent.  ttsi 
Meetings  of  the  heads  of  departments  and    tM 
Attorney -general  were  held  at  the  President's  c^ 
the  1st  nod  2d  of  August,  in  which  the  whole  a 
the  oUiml  correspaudencs  and  conduct  of  Guiitf 
was  pusseil  in  review  ;  and  it  was  agreed  thai  hi.-' 
recall  should  be  desired.     Jeflersun  recouunendei 
tliat  the  desire  should  be  expressed  with  ] 
delicacy  ;  the  others  were  for  peremptory  li 
Eqox  was  for  sending  him  off  at  once,  but  ttui 
proposition  was  generally  scouted.     In  the  end  it 
was  agreed  that  a  letter  should   be   written   to 
Gouverneur  Morris,  giving  a  statement  of  the 
case,    with    accompanying    documents,    that    bti 
might  lay  the  whole  before  the  executive  oouiidl 
of  France,  and  explaio  tlie  reason  for  douring 
the  recall  of  Mr.  Genet. 

It  was  proposed  that  a  publication  of  the 
whole  correspondence,  and  a  statement  of  the 
proceeding  should  be  madp  by  way  of  appeal  to 
the  people.  This  produced  animated  deiwies. 
Hamilton  spoke  with  great  warmth  in  tavor  of 
an  appeal.     Jefieraou  opjtosed  it^     "  Genet,"  said 

1  LetlBr  to  Guv.  Lev.     Sparks,  x.  3fi9. 
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**«j,  "  will  appeal  also ;  it  will  become  a  contest 
■*  Vitween  the  President  and  GeueC.  Anunvmous 
'^^^  (iters  will  take  it  up.  Tliere  will  be  the  same 
^^ifference  of  opinion  in  public  us  in  our  cnlitnet 

there  will  be  the  sanie  rliffereni;e  in    Conifrets, 

*Vir  it  must  be  l^d  before  Ihera,  It  would 
"^^ork,  therefore,  very  unpleasantly  at  home.  How 
"^»onld  it  work  abroad  f" 

WashlDgton,  already  weary  and  impatient, 
under  the  inceisant  dissensioua  of  his  cabinet, 
'^rsa  stnng  by  the  suggestion  that  he  might  be 
lield  up  aa  in  conflict  with  Genet,  and  subjected, 
as  he  had  been,  to  the  ribaldry  of  the  press. 
At  this  iiiilocky  moment  Knox  blundered  forth 
tritb  ft  specimen  of  tlie  scandalous  libels  already 
ill  drciilution,  u  pasquinade  lately  printed,  called 
the  "  Funeral  of  George  Wasliington,"  wherein 
llie  President  was  represented  as  placed  upon  a 
guillotine,  a  horrible  parody  on  the  late  decapita- 
lion  of  the  French  king.  "The  President," 
writes  Jefferaon,  "  now  burst  forth  into  one  of 
iliose  transports  of  passion  beyond  his  control ; 
iuveiglied  against  the  personal  abuse  which  had 
be«n  bestowed  upon  him,  and  defied  any  man  on 
eanli  to  produce  a  single  net  of  his  since  lie  had 
been  in  the  government  that  had  not  been  done 
OD  the  [lurest  motives. 

■*  He  bod  never  repented  hut  once  the  having 
slipped  the  moment  of  resig:iing  his  ofiice,  and 
that  was  every  moment  since.  In  the  agony  of 
his  heart  he  declared  that  he  had  rather  be  in 
liis  grave  than  in  his  present  situation  ;  that  he 
d  rather  be  on  his  fiirm  than  to  be  made  em- 
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peroroftLe  world — ami  jet,  said  be,  indignantly, 
they  are  chRrgiog  me  with  wanting  [o  be  a  king ! 
"  All  were  silent  during  lliis  buret  of  feeling 
—  a  pause  ensued  —  it  was  difficult  to  i  ~ 

the  question.  Washiugtou,  however,  wli 
reuovered  his  equautmity,  put  aa  end  to  tb 
culty.  There  was  no  necessity,  be  Buid,  for  i 
cidiiig  the  matter  at  present;  the  prupositx 
agreed  lo,  respecting  the  letter  to  Mr. 
might  be  put  into  a  [run  of  execution,  and  ] 
liups  eveutit  would  show  whether  the  i 
would  be  necessary  or  not."  • 

1  Jcff«mti'B  Workt,  is.  IM. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

TbrcaleoEd  Di»«)lution  of  the  CabinW.  —  ActioQ 
Ambutavle  mod  Botton.  —  Triumphint  leCim  c 
ta  Hew  York.  —  A  French  Fl«e[  irrivn  sune 
litemMii  of  Ihe  Peupte,  —  GenBl  amTMJn  lh» 
Hit  Eotboaiutic  Receplion— la  infomed  br 
the  »Ieasiire>  for  Ua  Retail.  —  Hit  {Ug«  ud  B 
dine  or  hii  PapaUrii]'. 


190  LIFE   OF   WASBINGTOX. 

lily,  from  those  for  which  1  am  every  day  more 

and  more  convinced  that  neither  my  talents,  tone        ^ 

of  mind,  nor  time  of  Hfe  tit  mo." 

Wa»hingion  waa  bolh  grieved  and  emburntastK]  .^^ 
by  this  noiilicatlon.  Full  of  concern,  he  called  Fn^ 
upon  Jefferson  al  his  country  residence  near  Phil-  —  Jti 
odelphia ;  pictured  hia  deep  distress  Ht  finding  ^^^3 
himself,  in  the  present  perplexing  juncture  of  »f— -"^  i 
fairs,  about  to  be  deserted  by  those  of  bis  robiiieL»^^,.e 
on  whose  counsel  he  had  couuied,  and  nhoa^s^^Mc 
places  lie  knew  not  where  to  find  persons  compe — ^^«- 
tent  to  supply;  and,  in  his  chagrin,  Hgnin  ex-;^ic:x- 
preased  his  repentance  that  he  himself  biul  not  re^^^—t- 
signed  as  he  had  once  meditated. 

The  public  mind,  he  went  on  to  observe,  wa-^^-^os 
in  an  alarming  state  of  ferment ;  political  coinbi£^^Ai- 
nations  of  various  kinds  were  forming;  where  aW  T-  »11 
tliis  would  end  be  knew  not.  A  new  rnnjiii  ^  i  ■  *'" 
was  to  HSiiemble,  more  numerous  than  the  lur^*-^>^ 
perhaps  of  a  different  spirit ;  the  first  expressioi«i»*^^*™' 
of  its  sentiments  would  bo  important,  and  it  woul'*-**'^ 
relieve  bimconsiderably  if  Jefferson  would  remaii-ff-**" 
in  office,  if  it  were  only  until  the  end  of  the  sea^^-*** 
sion. 

Jefferson,  in  reply,  pleaded  an  excessive  repn@  «-*i'S 
DBiice  lo  public  life  ;  and,  what  seems  to  have  icm-^  '"■ 
fluenced  him  more  sensibly,  the  actual  uneasmes^^^  ^^ 
of  his  position.  He  was  obliged,  he  said,  to  moc^'  «ziFe 
in  exactly  the  circle  which  he  knew  lo  bear  hi:  S  iai 
peculiar  hatred ;  "  the  wealthy  aristocrats,  tf.*'  '« 
merchants  connected  closely  with  England;  il^M^Je 
newly.crealed  paper  fortunes."  Thns  snrroiiiide 
his  words  were  caught,  multiplied,  ] 
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^iiil   even    fabricaled,  and  spread  abrond  Ut  his 

Mr.  Jefferson  pleaded,  moreover,  that  the  oppo- 
eitioD  of  views  between  Mr.  Ilnmilton  and  him- 
self WBB  peeuliarly  un pleas nrit,  ami  destruclive  of 
the  necessary  liarcuony.  With  regard  lo  the  re- 
])iibliotn  partj  he  was  sure  it  Lad  not  a  view 
which  went  to  the  frame  of  the  government ;  he 
Inlieved  the  nent  Congress  would  attempt  notb- 
uig  innierial  but  lo  render  their  own  body  inde- 
piiideril :  the  maneuvers  of  Mr.  Genet  might 
ptxKluc«  some  little  embarraa^meut,  but  the  re- 
publicans  would  abandon  that  functionary  the 
moment  they  knew  the  nature  of  hia  conduct. 

M''iisliington  replied,  that  he  believed  the  views 
of  the  republican  party  to  be  perfectly  pure  :  "  but 
^^■rtien  men  put  a  machiue  into  motion,"  said  he, 
^^Bb  is  impossible  for  them  lo  slop  it  exactly  where 
^^Ky  would  choose,  or  to  say  where  it  will  slop. 
^^Bbe  Constitution  we  have  ia  an  excelleut  oue,  if 
we  can  keep  it  where  it  is." 

Ho  again  adverted  to  Jefferson's  constant  sus* 
picion  tlmt  there  was  a  party  disposed  to  chnuge 
^^^te  Cunetitulioo  into  a  monarchical  form,  declaring 
^^Ml  there  was  not  a  man  iu  the  United  Slates 
^^H^  would  set  his  face  more  decidedly  against 
^^Bdi  a  cboDge  thau  himself. 

"  So  rational  man  in  the  United  States  sus- 
pects you  of  any  other  disposition."  cried  Jefferson : 
'■  but  tliorti  does  not  pass  a  week  iu  which  we 
prove  decfnrationfl  dropping  from  themon- 
ihical  party,  that  our  government  is  good  foi- 
'liiig;  ia  B  milk-and-water  thing  which  cnuuol 
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support  itself;  llittt  we  must  knock  il  ilowD  and 
set  up  something  with  more  energy," 

"  If  that  is  ttie  case,"  rejoined  Washington,  "  it 
is  a  proof  of  their  iusanitj,  for  the  republicnn 
spirit  of  the  Union  is  so  manifest  and  so  solii] 
thnl  it  is  astoiiishiug  how  any  one  can  expect  lo 

We  have  only  Jefferson's  account  of  this  and 
other  interesting  interviews  of  a  conlidentiul  na- 
ture which  he  had  with  the  President,  and  we 
give  them  generallj  almost  in  his  own  words, 
through  which,  partial  as  ihey  may  have  been,  we 
discern  Washington's  constant  efforts  to  moderate 
the  growing  antipathies  between  the  eminent  men 
whom  he  had  sought  to  assist  him  in  conducting 
the  government.  He  continued  to  have  the  high- 
est opinion  of  Jefferson's  abilities,  his  knowle^e 
of  foreign  affaire,  his  thorough  patriotism  ;  and  it 
was  his  earnest  desire  lo  retain  him  in  his  cahinet 
through  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  session  of 
Congress  ;  before  the  close  of  which  he  trusted 
the  affairs  of  the  country  relating  to  foreign  pow- 
ers, Indian  disturbances,  and  internal  policy,  would 
have  taken  a  more  decisive,  and  it  was  (o  be 
hoped  agreeable  form  than  they  then  had.  A 
compromise  was  eventually  made,  according  to 
which  Jefferson  was  to  be  allowed  a  temporary 
absence  in  the  autumn,  and  ou  his  return  was  to 
continue  in  office  till  January. 

In  the  mean  time  Genet  had  proceeded  to  New 
York,  which  very  excitable  cily  was  just  then  in 
a  great  agitation.  The  frigate  Ambutcade,  while 
anchored  in  the  harbor,  had  been  challenged  to 
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dsgld  combat  by  Ihe  British  frigate  Jhston,  Cap- 
tain Courtney,  whiirh  was  cruisiug  oS  Ilie  Hook. 
The  chall«eiige  was  Bcc«pt«d  ;  a  eurere  action  en- 
nied;  Courtney  was  killud  ;  and  thv  Jhnton,  moch 
daniiiged.  was  obligeJ  to  stand  for  llalirtoi.  The 
Amhoicade  returned  triumphaut  to  New  York, 
aud  eDtered  tlie  port  umid  the  euthusiaalic  cheers 
fii  the  populace.  On  the  suine  day,  a  French 
fleet  of  tirteeu  9i\\\  arrived  Trom  llie  Chesupenke 
Mid  nuchored  in  the  Hudson  River.  The  officers 
and  crews  were  objects  of  utiboimded  fuVDi'  with 
all  who  inclined  to  the  French  cause.  Bompard, 
the  commander  of  the  Ambuscade,  was  ibe  bero 
of  Che  day.  Tri-colored  cockades,  end  tri-colored 
ribbons  were  to  be  seen  on  every  side,  and  rude 
Bttempi*  to  cliaut  the  Maraeillea  Hymn  »nd  the 
Carmagnole  resounded  through  the  streets. 

Id  the  midst  of  this  excite  men  t,  tlie  ringing  of 
belU  iind  the  firing  of  canuon  announced  ibat 
Olizeii  Genet  was  arrived  at  Powles  Hook 
Ferry,  direciiy  opposite  the  city.  There  whs  an 
immediate  assemhhige  of  ibe  republican  pnrty  in 
tbe  fields  now  culled  the  Park.  A  commitiee 
w»a  appointed  to  escort  Genet  into  the  city.  He 
entered  it  amid  tbe  almost  frantic  cheerings  of 
Ihe  populace.  Addresses  were  made  to  bim,  ex- 
pnemtng  devoted  attachment  lo  the  French  re- 
public, and  abjuring  all  neutrality  in  regard  to  ils 
heroic  struggle,  "  The  cause  of  France  is  the 
cause  of  America,"  cried  the  enthusiasts,  "  it  is 
lime  to  distinguish  its  friends  from  its  foes." 
Genet  looked  round  him.  The  tri-colored  cock- 
ade figured  in  the  bats  of  (be  shouting  multitude  ; 
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Iri-cn!orcil  ritilwna  fluitered  from  llio  flresses  of 
fetiiHiea  iu  tlie  windows  ;  the  French  flHg  f 
huisk-d  on  llie  lop  of  the  Tontine  CofTee  Houw 
(the  City  Exchnnge),  sunniiuulBil  by  ihe  cap  of 
liberty.  Can  we  wonder  tJmt  whnt  Utile  disi 
tion  Genet  possosaed  whs  cotnjilerely  overborne 
by  tbiE  tide  of  seemiog  populnrity  ? 

In  tLe  midst  of  his  sell'-gratulation  and  compla- 
cency, however,  he  received  a  leiler  from  Mr.  JeF^ 
ftTBon  (Sepiembur  15th),  HCquainiing  him  with  thtt 
measures  taken  to  procure  his  recall,  and  inc1o»- 
iiig  a  copy  of  the  leiter  written  for  that  purpose  to 
the  American  minister  at  Paris.  It  was  added 
that,  out  of  anxious  regard  lest  tlie  interents  of 
France  might  suffer,  the  Executive  would,  i  " 
mean  time,  receive  his  (SL  Genet's)  commauioft- 
liona  iu  writing,  and  admit  the  onlinunnc 
his  fiiiictious  ao  long  as  they  should  be  restrtuDed 
within  the  law  as  Iherelofure  announced  to  him, 
and  should  be  of  the  tenor  usually  observed  to- 
wards  independent  nntions,  by  the  repreBentatire 
of  a  friendly  power  residing  with  them. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  threvr 
Genet  into  a  violent  passion,  and  produced  a  reply 
(September  18ih^,  written  while  he  was  slil' 
great  heat  In  this  he  attributed  his  diafavor  with 
the  Amencan  gnvernment  to  the  maclnnations  o{ 
"  those  gentlemen  who  had  so  often  been  repro- 
senled  to  Lim  as  arislocrala,  partisans  of  t 
archy,  partisans  of  England  and  her  conslitntioi^ 
and  consequently  enemies  of  the  prindplea  whit^ 
all  good  Frenchmen  had  embraced  with  religioua 
enthusiasm."     "  These  persons,"  he  said,  "  alarmed 
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hy  liie  popularity  wliich  tlie  zeul  at  tlie  Ameriimn 
people  fbr  ihe  caiue  of  Frauco  hsiA  slieil  upon 
her  minister ;  alarmed  also  by  hie  inflesiiile  and 
liicbrniptihle  attaoiiment  to  tlie  severe  maxims  of 
<Iemocracy,  were  Btriving  U>  ruin  liim  ia  bis  own 
couutry,  after  having  united  all  thdr  efforts  lo 
caJiuuuiate  him  in  the  miuds  of  their  fellow-citi- 
seti»," 

■^  These  people."  ohaerves  he,  "  instead  of  a 
demoeralic  ambassador,  ivould  prefer  n  minister 
of  the  nucient  refine,  very  complaisaiu,  very  gen- 
tle, very  disposed  lo  pay  court  to  people  in  otlice, 
Xo  wtiforiB  hiiudly  to  everything  which  fluttered 
llieir  views  and  projects  j  above  all,  to  prefer  to 
tlie  sure  aoil  modest  society  of  good  formers,  aim- 
pie  oiliEeoB,  and  honest  artisans,  that  of  distin- 
guished personagea  who  speculate  so  patriotii'ally 
ill  the  public  funds,  lu  the  lands,  and  the  paper  of 
government." 

Ill  his  heal.  Genet  resented  the  part  Mr.  Jef- 

iereon  had  taken,  notwilbstjuidiug  their    cordial 

intiiOAcy,  in  tlie  present  matter,  although  this  part 

bad  merely  been  the  discharge  of  an  official  duty. 

•*  Whfttovcr,  sir,"  writes  Genet,  "  may  be  the  re- 

k  eiiU  of  the  exploit  of  which  you  have  rendered 

V  yourself  the    generous    instrument,  after    having 

le  me  believe  that  you  were  my  friend,  afler 

I  baring  initialed  me  in  the  mysteries  wliiih  liuve 

I  inflnuQced  my  hatred  against  all  those  who  aspire 

I  to  ftbso1nt£  power,  there  is  an  act  of  justice  n'hic-h 

'  B  American  people,  which  the  French  peojile, 

I  which  all  &«e  people  are  interested  in  demanding; 

I  it  ia,  tliat  a  particular  inquiry  should  be  made,  iu 
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the  approaching  Congress,  into  the  motiveB  nliich 
have  induced  the  chief  of  the  executive  )>OffBr  of 
the  United  States  to  take  upou  hiuself  to  demaud 
the  recall  of  a  public  minister,  whom  the  sove- 
reign people  of  tlie  United  States  had  received 
fralemallj  and  recognized,  before  the  diplomatio 
forms  had  been  fulfilled  in  reapect  to  him  i 
Pbilailelphia." 

The  wrongs  of  which  Genet  cousidered  him- 
self eDtitled  to  complain  against  the  Executive, 
commenced  before  his  introduction  to  that  funo-' 
tionarj.  It  was  the  proclamation  of  nentralitj^ 
which  first  grieved  bis  spirit,  "  I  was  extremely 
wounded,"  writes  he,  "  that  the  President  of  UuB 
United  States  should  haste,  before  knowing  what  1 
had  to  transmit  on  the  part  of  the  French  repub- 
lic, to  proclaim  seiitimeiitB  over  which  decency 
and    friendship    sliould    at  ieaat  have  thrown   i 

He  was  grieved,  moreover,  that  on  his  Brat 
audience,  the  President  had  spoken  only  of  the 
friendship  of  the  United  States  for  France,  with- 
out uttering  a  word  or  expressing  a  single  senti- 
ment in  regard  to  its  revolution,  although  all  the 
towns,  all  the  villages  from  Charleston  to  Phila- 
delphia, had  made  the  air  resound  with  their  ar- 
dent voices  for  the  French  ropahlic.  And  what 
further  grieved  his  spirit  was,  to  observe  "  that 
this  first  magistrate  of  a  &ee  people  had  decorated 
his  saloon  with  certaiu  medallions  of  Capets 
[meaning  Louis  XVI.]  and  his  family,  wlii<^ 
eerved  in  Pai-is  for  rallying  signs." 

We  forbear  to  cite  further  this  angry  and  ill- 
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jattgei)  liilier.  Unfortunalely  for  Geiiet'a  ejihem- 
end  {topalnrity,  a  rumor  got  abroad  tlutt  tie  had 
expressed  n  iJe termination  lo  appeal  from  the 
Pre^iilent  to  the  people.  Ttiis  at  first  was  coD- 
tmdicied,  I'ul  was  ultimately  eBtalilished  by  a  cer- 
tificate of  Chief  Ju«ti(*  Jay  and  Mr.  Rufiis  King 
of  the  United  States  Seoaie,  which  was  puLilIshed 
in  the  papers. 

The  spirit  of  audacity  thus  manifested  by  a 
foreign  miuiater  shocked  the  national  pride.  Meet- 
ings were  hold  in  every  part  of  the  Uuion  to  ex- 
press the  public  feeling  in  the  matter.  In  these 
meetings  the  proclamstion  of  ueutrality  and  tlie 
sjelcm  of  measures  Hawing  from  it,  were  sus- 
taiueil,  partly  from  a  conviction  of  their  wis'lom 
Mill  jusUcii,  but  more  from  an  undiminished  atfec- 
IJoD  for  the  person  and  character  of  Washington  ; 
for  many  who  did  not  espouse  his  views,  were 
ready  lo  support  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  con- 
Etitutional  ftmctions.  The  warm  partisans  of 
Geuet,  however,  were  the  more  vehement  in  his 
eupport  from  the  temporary  ascendency  of  the 
oilier  party.  Tliey  advocated  his  right  to  appeal 
fium  the  President  to  the  jieople.  The  Pi-e^idenl, 
they  argiiei],  was  invesUn]  with  no  sauciiiy  to 
make  eucli  an  act  criminal,  tn  a  republican 
cvuutTf  the  people  were  ilie  real  sovereigns. 
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RPe9iniLE  theneiitralityof  the  United  States, 
u^Vili  "'^  jealously  gtiartled  by  WaehiitgtOD, 
I'l^'*^'  w:l4  eudaiigered  by  the  iattigues  of  ihe 
Frcndi  mltii-^ier,  it  vraa  put  to  iiummeDt  hazard 
by  ill-ddviHed  measures  of  the  BritisU  cabiuet. 

There  was  such  a  scarcity  in  France,  iu  cottse- 
((uence  of  tlie  failure  of  the  crops,  that  a  famine 
was  apprehended.  England,  availing  herself  o 
her  naval  ascendency,  determined  to  increnBe  tl 
distress  of  her  rival  by  cuttmg  off  all  her  sup- 
plies from  abroad.  In  Jmie.  1793,  therefore,  her 
cruisers  were  instructed  to  detain  all  vessels  bound 
to  France  with  cargoes  of  corn,  flour,  or  meal, 
take  tliem  into  port,  unload  them,  purchase  tlie  car- 
goes, make  a  proper  allowance  for  the  freight,  and 
then  release  the  vessels ;  or  to  allow  the  masters 
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of  them,  on  a  stipulated  security,  to  dispose  of 
Uieir  cargoes  in  a  port  in  amity  with  England. 
This  measure  gnve  iimbntge  to  all  particB  in  the 
Uuited  States,  and  brought  out  an  enrnest  remon- 
ttninoe  from  the  govern  mem,  as  being  a  violation 
of  the  law  of  neutrals,  and  iodefensible  on  auy 
proper  construction  of  the  law  of  nations. 

Another  grievance  which  helped  to  swell  the 
tide  of  reseulmeut  against  Great  Britain,  was  the 
(riMjaent  impressment  of  American  seamen,  a 
wrong  to  which  they  were  particularly  exposed 
from  national  aimilarily. 

To  these  may  be  adiled  the  persistence  of 
Great  Britain  iii  holding  the  posts  to  the  south 
of  the  lakes,  which,  according  to  treaty  atipnla- 
tiona,  ought  to  have  been  given  up,  Washiiigloa 
did  not  feel  himself  iu  a  position  to  press  our 
rights  under  the  treaty,  with  the  vigorous  hand 
that  some  would  urge ;  questions  having  risen  in 
aome  of  the  Slate  courts,  to  obstruct  (he  fulBll- 
inent  of  our  part  of  it,  which  regarded  the  pay- 
ment of  British  debts  contracted  before  the  war. 

The  violent  pariisans  of  France  thought  noth- 
ing of  these  shortcomings  on  our  own  part,  and 
would  have  had  the  forls  neized  at  once ;  but 
tVashingtoD  coiisidereii  a  scmpnlous  discharge  of 
our  own  obligations  the  necessary  prelimiiinry, 
should  so  violeut  a  measure  be  deemed  advisable. 
Ka  prudent  and  conscientious  conduct  in  this 
particnlar,  so  in  unison  with  the  impartial  justice 
which  f 


llaiui  writers,  as  indici 
Eu^lund  (o  "  our  ancie 


of  his  preferenc 
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Tbe  hostililiea  of  ibe  Indians  Borlli  of  Ihe 
Ohio,  hj  many  aitnbnied  to  British  wileii,  still 
oootinin^  The  attemplg  at  an  anticable  nego- 
liktion  bitd  proTied  as  IrurilKis  aa  Washingtoti  boil 
■ntidpaied.  The  troops  uuder  Wajne  bad,  there- 
fi>re.  taken  tbe  Geld  to  act  offeu»velj'  ;  but  fram 
the  Utenem  of  tbe  tea$on.  haA  formed  «  winter 
Gunp  near  the  site  of  the  present  city  uf  Cindn- 
nati,  whence  Wsjrne  tras  to  open  bis  campaiga 
in  tbe  ensuing  spring. 

Congress  assembled  on  tbe  3d  of  December 
(1793),  with  Tarious  causes  of  exasperation  at 
work ;  the  iatrigues  of  Genet  and  the  aggres- 
sions of  England,  unitins:  to  aggravstte  lo  a  de- 
gree of  infxtnaiion  the  partiality  for  Frnnce,  and 
render  imniiDeat  tbe  chance  of  a  foreign  war. 

Washington,  in  his  opening  speech,  after  ex- 
pressing his  deep  and  respectful  sense  of  the  re- 
newed testimony  of  pnblie  apprubalion  mAnifested 
in  his  reelection,  proceeded  lo  elnte  the  measures 
he  bsd  taken,  in  consequence  of  the  war  in  Eu- 
rope, to  protect  tlie  rights  and  interests  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  mniniain  peawfiil  relationa 
with  the  belligerent  pariiM.  Siill  he  pressed 
upon  Cjogress  the  necessity  of  placing  Ihe  coun- 
try in  a  condition  of  complete  defense.  "  Tbe 
Uuiled  Slates,"  said  he,  "  ought  not  lo  indulge  a 
persuitsion  Ibnt,  contrary  to  llio  order  of  human 
events,  ihey  will  forever  keep  at  !i  distance  those 
painful  appeals  lo  arms  with  which  the  history 
of  every  nation  nbounds.  There  is  a  rank  doe 
to  the  United  States  among  nations,  which  will 
be  withheld,  if  not  absolutely  lost,  by  the  repn- 


tation  of  weakness.  If  we  desire  to  aviiid  insult, 
we  roust  be  able  lo  repel  it ;  if  we  iit;:iii-e  to  se- 
care  peace  —  one  of  tlie  moat  powed'u!  iiistru- 
mculs  of  our  prosperil;  —  it  must  be  kuowu  that 
we  ore,  at  all  times,  readj  for  war."  In  the 
spirit  of  these  remarks,  he  urged  e 
crease  the  amount  of  arms  i 
the  arsenals,  and  to  improve  the  miliiia  establish- 
ment. 

One  part  of  his  speech  conveyed  an  impres- 
sive admonition  lo  the  House  of  Kepresentativea  : 
"  No  pecuniary  coDsideratioD  is  more  urgent  than 
the  regular  redemption  and  discharge  of  the  pub- 
lic debt ;  in  none  can  delay  be  more  injurious,  or 
an  economy  of  lime  more  valuable." 

The  necefisily  of  augmenting  the  public  rev- 
enue in  a  degree  commensurate  with  the  objects 
suggested,  was  likewise  touched  upon. 

In  concluding  his  speech,  he  endeavored  lo  im- 
press npon  his  hearers  the  mugnitiide  of  their 
task,  the  important  interests  confided  to  (hem,  and 
ihe  conscientiousness  thai  should  reign  over  their 
deliberations.  "  Without  an  unprejudiced  oool- 
uese,  the  welfare  of  the  government  may  be  haz- 
arded ;  without  harmony,  as  far  as  couHisls  with 
freedoiu  of  sentiment,  its  dignity  may  be  IobL 
But,  as  the  legislative  proceedings  of  the  United 
States  will  never,  I  trust,  be  reproached  for  the 
want  of  temper  or  of  candor,  so  shall  not  the  pub- 
lic happiness  languish  from  the  want  of  my  alren- 
noDti  and  warmest  cooperation." 

In  a  message  lo  both  Houses,  on  the  5th  of 
December,  concerning  foreign  relalions,  Washing- 
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ton  -ipoke  feelingly  with  n-gniil  to  thost  with  the 
represeiitHiive  and  exeeiiiive  belies  of  Frniioe: 
"  It  in  will)  extreme  coiicera  I  have  to  inform 
you  th«t  the  proceedinga  of  the  person  whom 
ibey  Imve  uiifortunHti^ly  apiKiiiiied  llieir  miuisi«r 
plenipotentiary  here,  have  brenlliefl  nothing  of 
the  friendly  gpirii  of  the  OHlion  which  sent  liim  ; 
tbeir  tentleiiuy,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  to  in- 
Tolve  U3  in  w»r  abrond,  and  discord  and  anarchy 
at  home.  So  far  as  his  acts,  or  those  of  his 
agents,  have  threatened  our  immediate  commit- 
ment io  the  war,  or  flagrant  insult  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  laws,  their  effect  hiia  been  counteracted 
by  the  ordinary  cognizance  of  the  laws,  dnd  bjr 
an  exertion  of  the  powers  confided  to  me.  Where 
their  danger  was  not  imminent,  they  have  been 
borne  with,  from  aentimentH  of  regard  for  his  n»- 
tiou  ;  from  a  sense  of  their  friendship  towards  us  ; 
from  a  cunviction,  that  iliey  would  not  sufTttr  tia 
to  remain  long  exposed  to  tlie  action  of  a  person 
who  has  90  little  respected  our  mutual  dLiposi- 
IJons ;  and,  I  will  add,  from  a  reliance  on  the 
firmness  of  my  fellow-citizens  in  their  princtples 
of  pence  and  order." 

John  Adams,  speaking  of  this  passage  of  tbe 
message,  snys :  "  The  President  has  given  Genet 
a  bolt  of  thunder."  He  questioned,  however, 
whether  Wnsliingloo  would  he  supported  in  it  by 
the  two  Houses  —  "although  ho  stands  at  pres- 
ent, as  high  in  tbe  admiration  and  confidence  of 
the  people  as  ever  be  did,  I  expect  he  will  find 
many  bitter  and  desperHlo  enemies  arise  in  coo- 
sequence  of  his  just  judgment  against  Genet.' 
1  Latter  to  Hrs.  Adiau.    Life,  tdI.  i.  p.  MO. 
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In  fact,  the  choice  of  speaker  showed  that  there 
ms  a  majority  of  ten  agntDst  the  adinii)isl ration 
in  the  House  of  Repreaentativee ;  jet  it  was  man- 
ifest, from  the  affectionate  answer  on  itie  Glh.  of 
the  two  Houses,  to  Washington's  speech,  aiid  the 
satisfaction  expressed  at  his  rec^lection,  that  he 
was  not  included  in  the  opposition  which,  from 
Ibis  act,  appeared  to  await  his  polilicnl  sjstem. 
The  House  did  jiietice  to  the  purity  am)  pairiot- 
Bcn  of  ihe  molit'es  which  had  prompied  him 
again  to  obey  the  voice  of  his  counlry.  when 
ciUIed  by  it  to  the  presidenliat  chair.  "  It  is  to 
virtues  which  have  commanded  long  and  uni- 
vetfial  reverence,  and  services  from  which  have 
flowed  great  and  Insling  henefits,  that  iho  tribute 
o(  praise  may  be  paiii,  without  the  repronch  of 
flattery ;  and  it  is  from  the  same  sources  that  the 
faireal  anticipations  may  be  derived  in  favor  of 
the  public  happiness." 

Kotwithf landing  the  popular  ferment  in  favor 
of  France,  both  Houses  seem  to  have  approved 
the  course  pursued  by  Washington  in  regard  to 
that  country  ;  and  as  to  his  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality, while  the  House  approved  of  it  in  guarded 
lenns,  the  Senate  pronounced  it  a''me«snre  well- 
limed  and  wise;  manifesting  a  watchful  eolici- 
lude  for  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  calculated 
to  promote  it." 

Em-ly  in  the  session,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  requisition  which  the  Hiiii^^  of 
Kcpresentatives  had  made,  February  2-3d,  1791. 
furnished  an  able  and  comprehensive  report  of 
the  state  of  trade  of  the  United  States  with  differ- 
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inlries;  tlie  nature  aiiil  E 


I  imporlB,  and  the  t 


t  exports 


int  of  lounnge  of  the 


American  Bhippmg; 
restrictioits  and  prohibiiiouB  bj  vvbicli  our  ooin* 
merc<:  was  embatTH»9ed,  and,  in  some  instiiooes, 
almost  niiued.  "  Two  meihodg,"  he  said,  "  pre- 
senled  themaelreB,  by  which  these  impediments 
might  be  removed,  modified,  or  counteracted , 
friendly  arrangeinenl  or  oiuutervailing  le^'sIatioD. 
Friendly  arraiigemeuO  were  preferable  wiih  all 
who  would  come  into  them,  and  we  ahould  cfttrj 
into  such  arrttngemeuts  nit  the  liberality  and 
spirit  of  accommodation  which  the  nature  of  the 
case  would  admiL  Bui,"  he  adds,  "  should  anj 
nation  continue  its  system  of  prohibitiv 
regulations,  it  behooves  us  to  protect  our  citizens, 
their  commerce,  and  navigation,  by  counter  pro- 
hibitions, duties,  and  regulations."  To  effect  this, 
he  suggested  a  Eeries  of  legislative  measures  of  a 
relaliaioiy  kind.^ 

Wltli  this  able  and  elaborate  report,  Jefferson 
closed  his  labors  as  Secretary  of  State. 
act  was  a  kind  of  parting  gun  to  Mr.  Genet. 
Tiiis  restless  funclionary  had,  on  the  20ih  of  De- 
cember, sent  to  him  Irauslations  of  the  instructions 
given  him  by  the  executive  councd  of  France ; 
desiring  that  the  President  would  lay  them  offi- 
cially before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  pro- 
posing to  transmit  successively  other  papers, 
be  laid  before  them  iu  like  manner. 

JeSersun,  on  the  Slst  of  December,  Informed 

Genet  that   he  had  laid  his  letter  and  lis  accnm- 

1  See  JeSeitoa'i  Wurkt,  vol.  iii. 
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paoimeiits  before  the  President.  "  I  linve  it  in 
charge  to  obsurve,"  adds  lie,  "  ttiiit  your  f'lmclioiis 
M  the  missionary  of  a  Ibrei^u  nutioii  here,  are 
couliiied  [o  (he  transactions  of  the  nflvirs  of  your 
nation  with  the  Executive  of  the  United  Stales  ; 
that  the  commutiications  which  are  to  pnss  be- 
tween the  executive  and  legislative  branches  can- 
Dot  be  a  subject  for  your  interference ;  and  that 
tlie  President  must  be  lell  to  judge  tor  himself 
what  matters  hia  duty  or  the  public  good  may  re* 
quire  him  to  propose  to  the  deliberatioua  of  Con- 
gress. I  have,  tlierefure,  the  honor  of  reluming 
yon  llie  copies  eent  for  diBtribution,  and  of  being, 
with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  liuiuble  serrant" 

Such  was  Jefferson's  dignified  rebuke  of  the 
presumptuous  meddling  of  Gienet,  and  indeed  his 
whole  course  of  official  proceedings  with  that 
minister,  notwithstanding  his  personal  intimacy 
with  him  and  his  strong  French  pariiiilities,  is 
worthy  of  the  highest  appi'obation.  Geuet,  in 
bcl,  who  bad  calculated  on  Jefferson's  friendship, 
charged  him  openly  with  having  a  language  of&dal 
and  a  language  confidential,  but  it  certainly  was 
cnaditable  to  him.  as  a  public  functionary  in  a 
place  of  high  trust,  that,  in  his  official  trans- 
actions, he  could  rise  superior  to  individual  prej- 
udices and  partialities,  and  consulL  only  the  dig- 
nity and  interests  of  hb  country. 

Washinglou  had  been  especially  sensible  of  the 
talents  and  integrity  displayed  by  Jefferson  during 
the  closing  year  of  his  secretaryship,  and  par- 
ticularly throughout  this  French  perplexity,  and 
bad  recently  mode  a  last  attempt,  but  an  unauc- 
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ces^ful  one,  lo  persimde  liim  to  remain  in  tbe 
cabiuet.  On  itie  »Rine  dny  with  his  letter  to 
Geiiel,  JcflBrmm  ndiiresstil  one  to  Wa§hiiiglau,  re- 
miridiug  bim  of  his  hftving  postponed  his  retire- 
ment froin  office  until  ibe  end  of  (ho  aiinnal  year. 
"  Tlmt  term  being  now  arrived,"  writer  lie,  "  and 
my  propensities  to  retirement  becoming  daily  more 
and  more  irresielible,  I  now  tnke  the  liberty  of 
resigning  ilie  office  into  your  hands.  Be  pleased 
to  accept  with  it  my  oincere  tlituiks  for  all  tbe  in- 
dulgences which  yon  liave  been  so  good  as  to  ei- 
ercise  lawards  me  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties. 
Conscious  that  my  need  of  them  baa  been  great,  I 
have  still  ever  found  them  gi-eater,  without  any 
other  claim  on  my  part  tjiiin  a  firm  pursuit  of 
what  has  appeared  lo  me  to  be  right,  and  a  thor- 
ough disdain  of  alt  means  which  were  not  as  open 
and  honorable  as  their  object  was  pure.  I  carry 
into  my  retirement  a  lively  sense  of  your  goodness, 
and  ahull  continue  gratefully  to  remember  it." 

The  following  was  Washington's  reply :  "  SinCfl 
it  has  been  impossible  to  prevent  you  to  forego 
any  longer  the  indulgence  of  your  desii'e  for  pri- 
vate life,  tlie  event,  however  anxious  I  am  to 
avert  i(,  must  be  submitted  lo. 

"  But  I  cannot  suffer  you  lo  leave  your  station 
without  assuring  you,  thHt  tlie  opinion  which  I 
had  formed  of  your  integrity  and  talents,  and 
whicli  dictated  your  original  nomination,  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  fullest  experience,  and  that  both 
have  been  eminently  displayed  in  the  discharge 
of  your  duty." 

The  place  thus  made  vacant  in  the  cabinel  vroa 
filled  by  Mr.  Edmund  Bandolpb,  whose  office  of 
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Attorney-general  was  eoiifLTrHl  on  Mr.  Williiim 
Bmdroril  of  PeunsylvaniH. 

No  oiie  wemed  lo  lliruw  off  ihe  toili^  of  offline 
iriili  more  delight  Lhim  JefTurson  ;  or  lo  bclake 
Iiimwlf  wilh  more  (]evr>t>on  lo  tlie  liinple  occu- 
pfttioris  orroral  life.  It  was  his  boosl,  in  a  letter 
to  H  friend  written  some  time  uDer  hU  return  lo 
MunticeJlo,  that  he  had  i>een  no  newEipniier  since 
be  had  letl  Pliijnddphia,  atid  he  believed  he 
should  never  titko  anotlior  newspnper  of  miy  Mrl. 
"  I  think  It  la  Montaigne,"  writes  lie,  "  who  hns 
Mid,  tlint  ignorance  ii  ihe  snFitesI  pillow  ou  which 
a  man  can  re«t  his  licnd.  I  am  sure  it  Is  true  as 
to  everyihing  political,  nnd  shall  ewleavor  to  es- 
trange mywlf  to  everyililng  of  that  clianicler." 
Yet  tlie  rery  uext  sentence  shows  tlie  lurking  of 
Ihe  old  party  feud.  "  I  indulge  myself  in  one 
politicnl  topic  only  —  that  is,  tn  declnriug  to  my 
oonntryroen  the  shameleBtt  corruption  of  a  portion 
of  the  representa lives  of  the  first  and  second  Con- 
grcMM,  itnd  Ihtir  implifil  devolion  to  the  tretu- 

We  subjoin  his  coraprehe naive  character  of 
Wnshiiiglnn,  the  result  of  loug  observation  stid 
cabinet  experience,  and  written  in  a(U;r  yetu^ 
when  ihere  was  no  temptation  to  insincere 
eulogy :  — 

*'  Ills  inlegrlty  was  most  pure  ;  his  justice  the 
most  inflexible  I  have  ever  known ;  no  motives  of 
inlereat  or  consanguinity,  of  friendship  or  hatred, 
being  able  to  bins  his  decision.  He  was,  indeed, 
in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a  wise,  a  good,  and  a 
great  man." 

>  LdUr  lo  E.  Rudolph.     Workt,  it.  103. 
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DebtU  on  Jeflbnion's  Report  an  Caminercial  Interconne.— 
A  Naval  Force  proposed  for  tbe  Proleclion  of  CommanH 
■jfiinsC  Pir«[ic»l  Cruieei*.  —  Further  Inilsniei  of  the  Au- 
dacity of  Uvnet — His  Recall.  —  Arrival  of  his  Sueccsoor.  ' 
—  IrriUIion  exciud  by  Britisli  Captiiru  o(  Americaa  Tea-  I 
Hia-  —  Prepamtion>   for  Defense.  —  EmlMTgo.  -*  Inl 
Excitement  it  "  Briliali  Spolinliona  "  —  ParliMn*  oCFnuuW  . 
in  the  AeceniUnt — A  Chuice  for   AccoinmndBtfng  DifB- 
cuities,  —  .leSennn'g  Hopes  of  KeamciliBtioa.  -  Tlie  War 
—  Wnaliinglon  dEt*rinine»  to  Miid  b  Special 
B  British  Guvernnitnl- — JefTenson'B  Letter  u 


irPiLIC  alTuirs  were  becomiag  more  and 
re  com]jlicatol,  aad  eveuts  in  Europe 

re    full    of  gloomj'  porteat.     "  The  ■ 

s  of  this  eveuing,"  writes  John  Adains  to  hia  . 
wife,  on  tbe  9th  of  January,  "  is,  that  the  queen  , 
of  Fratice  ia  no  more.  When  will  savages  be 
satisfied  with  blood?  No  prospect  of  peaca  in 
Europe,  therefore  none  of  internal  harmony  in 
Americn,  We  cannot  well  be  ia  a  more  dis- 
agreeable ailuntion  than  we  are  with  all  Europe, 
with  all  Indlaua,  and  with  all  Barbary  rovers.  ^ 
Nearly  one  half  of  the  conUneut  is  in  constant  , 
opposition  to  the  other,  and  the  President's  eit- 
uatiou,  which  ia  highly  responsible,  ia  very  dis- 
tressing." 
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Adorns  speaks  of  haviug  had  two  hours'  mu- 
VersHiIou  with  Wustiiiiglnn  alttiie  iu  his  cabioet, 
(*UC  iuumates  thai  he  couM  not  revenl  the  purport 
*^f  it,  evtiu  by  s  hint  ;  it  buil  sulJslietl  him,  lioiv- 
®*er,  of  WflsliiDgton's  earnest  desire  to  Uo  right ; 
■>•«  cluse  application  w  iliscoTer  it,  uud  Lis  delib- 
^'^t*  Bnrl  ooiuprehBusive  view  of  our  affairs  willi 
*'!  the  world.  "  The  an li' federal ista  auJ  iho 
7^*"*>iK;hified  zealots,"  adila  Adiiiua,  "  have  uoili- 
^S   uow  to  do  that  I  can  luDixiive  of,  but  to  ruin 

^.~'*•    character,  destroy  his  j>eucfl,  and  injuj'o  hiu 
**®«*lth.     He  supporls  all  their  altacks  with  lirm- 
**•*»«,  and  his  health  appears  lo  be  very  good." ' 
The  report  of  Mr.  JetTerson   on  commercial 
^teruuurse,  was  soou  taken  up  in  the  Huuse  in 
^  commituse  of  the  whole.     A  series  of  reaolu- 
^^ns  based  on  it,  and  i-eluting  to  the  privileges 
*Uiil  resirictiouB  of  the  uiminerce  of  the  United 
Pistes,  were  introduced    by   Mr.   Madison,  and 
"Wawc  tJie  subject  of  a  warm  and  acriniomous 
delinie.     The  report  upheld  the  policy  of  turoiug 
Ihe  course  of  trade  from   England   lo  France,  by 
ditcriminaiions  iu  favor  of  tlie  latter ;  and  the 
resolutions  were  lo  the  same  purport.     The  idea 
wia  to  oppose  commercial   resistance   to  commer- 
cial injury ;  lo  enforce  a  perfect  cominerciid  equal- 
ity by  reialinliug  impositions,  assuming  that  the 
commercial  system  of  Great   Britain  was   hostile 
lo  the  United  States  —  a  position  strongly  denied 
by  some  of  the  debaters. 

Though  the  subject  was,  or  might  seem  to  be, 
of  a  purely  cominerciid  nature,  it  was  inevitably 
1  Lift  ef  John  ^diiini,  tdI.  i.  p<  4)1, 
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mixeal  up  with  puliticaul  oonsklerations,  aooording 
ss  a  £ftvoniUe  indiiuition  to  England  or  France 
was  apprebendt^     Tbe  debate  waxed  warm  as 
it  procee-kd,  with  a  ^t^>ng  infusion  of  InttemesB. 
Fisher  Amt:>  stigmatized  the  resolutions  as  hav- 
ing FrfHch  stamped  apon  the  very  &oe  of  them. 
AViiereupon.  Colonel   Parker  of  Virginia  wished 
that  thtrre  was  a  stamp  on  the  forehead  of  ever^ 
one  to  designate  whether  he  were  for  France  or 
England.     For  himself,  he  would  not  be  silent  , 
aud  hear  that  nation  abnsed.  to  whom  Americana 
was  indebted  for  her  rank  as  a  nation.     Theree 
was  a  burst  of  applause  in  the  gallery ;  bat  th^ 
indecorum  was   lebuked  by  tlie  galleries  beings 
cleareil. 

The  debate,  which  had  commenced  on  the  13tb 
of  January  (1794),  was  protracted  to  the  3d  o^ 
February,  when  the  question  being  taken  on  th& 
lirst  resolution  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
only  live,  so  nearly  were  parties  divided.     The 
further  consideration  of  the  remaining  resolutions 
was  postj>oued  to  March,  when  it  was  resumed, 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  new  complexion  of 
atTairs,  was  sus[)ended  without  a  decision. 

The  next  legislative  movement  was  also  pro- 
ductive of  a  warm  debate,  though  connected  with 
a  subject  which  appealed  to  the  sympatliies  of 
the  whole  nation.  Algerine  corsairs  had  captured 
eleven  American  merchant  vessels,  and  upwards 
of  one  hundred  prisoners,  and  the  regency  man- 
ifested a  disposition  for  further  outrages.  A  bill 
was  introduced  into  Congress  proposing  a  force 
of  six  frigates,  to  protect   the  commerce  of  the 
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^-oite^l  Siuies  ftgaiiiBl  tlie  cniiaere  of  itiia  [limlii^l 

^^-fcr.      The  bill  met  with  strenuous  oppoaiiion. 

''*>  force  would  require  time  to  prepare  it ;  and 

^••Ul,l   ihen  be  insufficient.     It  might  be  liiying 

'**   foundation  of  h  large  permauenl  navy  niid  a 

^*M  public  Jebi.     Jt  would  be  cheaper  lo  pur- 

*•**«  the  friendship  of  Algiers  with  money,  as 

_  ***  done  by  other  uaiioni  of  superior  muiiiirne 

T''<»,  or  to  purchase  the  protection  of  those  na- 

V*^Oa,     It  Beenis  hardly  credible  at   the  present 

'^t  that   such    policy  could   have    been   urged 

ftu  AmericHU  Cuugress,  without  provoking 

lurat   of   iicoru    and    iudigiiation  ;   yet   it    was 

nnl  wilhont  any  emotion  of   the  kind ;  and, 

^■'inuiili  tlie  bill  was  eventually  passed  by  both 

•iuuses,  it  wiiB  liut  by  n  Buiali  majority.     It  re- 

%ivi>d  tlie  hearty  asseut  of  the  President 

In  the  course  of  litis  session,  freah  instances 
bad  come  before  the  goverruneut  of  the  mis- 
Chievoiis  activity  and  audacity  of  Genet;  shotving 
that,  not  content  with  coinpromitting  ilie  neutral- 
ity of  the  Udiled  Slates  at  sea,  he  was  attempt- 
ing  to   endanger  it  by  land.     Prom  documents 

^  received,  it  appeared  that  in  November  he  had 
Hat  emissaries  to  Kentucky,  to  enroll  American 
atixens  in  an  expedition  against  New  Orleans 
■nd  the  Spanish  possessions,  tbrnishing  them  with 
blank  oommissions  for  the  purpose.*  It  was  an 
enlerpiise  in  whidi  the  adventurous  people  of 
that  State  were  ready  enough  to  emltnrk,  through 

Cfor  the  French  nation  and  impatience 
{r  of  Spain  to  open  the  navigation  of 
1  Amti-kaa  State  Pa^tr;  ii,  38. 
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the  MifBissippi.     Anotlier  espedition  was  to  pro— — 
ce«d  agiuiiel  the  Floriiins ;  mun  Tor  ihe  purposes 
to    be   enlisted   at   the   South,   to   rendcEVous   u^m 
Georgia,  and   to  be  aided  by  b  body  of  ladiaa^H 
snd  by  &  French  fleet,  should  one  arrive  oa  th^M 
ooasL      A   ppoclamaiion   from   GoTeruor    Moal — 
trie  cbecked  all  such  eulbtmenls  in  South  Caro — 
liua,  but  brought  forth  a  letter  from   G«iiet    i<» 
Mr.  Jefferson,  denying  that    he   had   eudenvoreS 
to  raise  an  armed  force  in  ihat  SUite  for  the  ser~ 
vice  of  tlie  republic  :  "  At  the  same  time,"  adds 
he,  "  I  am  too  frank  to  conceal  from  you  that, 
auiboriMd  by  Ihe  Freuch  uatiou  to  deliver  bre- 
vets   tu  such    of  your  fellow-citizena    who   fed 
auimatcd    by  a   desire    to  serve  the   fHir<.«t  of 
causes,  I  have  accorded  them   to  several  brave 
republicans   of  South  Carolina,  whose  inieniion 
appeared  to  me  lo  be,  in  expairiatiug  themselves, 
to  go  among  ihi;  tribes  of  iudepeudent  ludions, 
ancient  friends  and  tOliea  of  France,  to  iutlict  if 
tliey  could,  in  concert  with  tliem,  the  harm  to 
Spaniards   and    Englishmen,   which    the   govern- 
ments of  those  two  nations  had  the  basenees  to 
do  for  a  long  lime  to  your  fellow- cilizeus,  tiuder 
the  name  of  these  savages,  the  same  as  they  tutve 
done  recently  under  that  of  the  Algerines." 

Documents  relating  to  these  transactions  were 
communicated  to  Congress  by  Washington,  early 
in  January.  But,  though  the  expedition  set  on 
foot  in  South  Carolina  had  been  cbecked,  it  was 
subsequently  reported  that  the  one  in  Kentucky 
against  Louisiana,  was  still  in  progress  and  about 
to  descend  the  Oliia 
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Xhese  schemes  choired  such  iletermined  pur- 
fpoBe,  oa  the  part  of  Genet,  to  iiDdermine  the 
peace  of  the  Uniieil  Stales,  that  Waaliiiiglon, 
"without  wailing  a  reply  to  tiie  JemHnd  (dt  liis 
x-ecall,  resolved  to  lieep  no  further  terms  with  ihat 
lieadloog  diploma L  The  dignity,  possibly  the 
safety  of  the  Uuited  Slates,  depended  upon  imnie- 
^hdiate  tneMures. 

^Hr     In  a  cabinet   council  it  was  determined  to  au- 
^Pl^rsede  Geiiet'!»  diplomBtlo  fuuctions,  deprive  him 
^"xif  the  oODsequent  privilegcB,  aud  arrest  his  per- 
son ;  a  meseage  to  Congress,  avowing  sufh  de- 
termination, was    prepared,  but   at    this  critical 
junclnre  came  dispatches  from  Gouverneur  Mor- 
^^^«B,  annoanciug  Cienet's  recall. 
^B[    The  French  minister  of  foreign  aCTairi  hiid,  in 
^^raot.  reprobated  the  conduct  of  Genet  u3  unau- 
^^■thorized    by  his    instructions    and    deserviug  of 
punishment,  and  Mr.  Fauchut,  secretary  of  the 
executive  council,  was  appointed  to  succeed  bim. 
Ur.  Faucliet   arrived  iti  the    United    States    in 

t  February, 
About   this    time    vigiliince  waa    required    to 
pinrd  Bgaiiisl  wrongs  irom  an  oppoaite  quarter. 
We    have    noticed    the   orders  issued  by  Grent 
Britain  to  her  cruisers  in  June,  17^3,  and  the  re- 
sentment thereby  excited  in  the  United   Slates, 
On  the  6lfa  of  the  following  month  of  November, 
t)  had  given  tbem  additional   instructions  to  de- 
n  all  vessels  laden  with  the  produce  of  any  col- 
y  belonging  to  France,  or  carrying  supjilies  to 
colony,  and  to  bring  ibem,  with  their 
I   Uritish   ports,  for  adjudii'atioii   in   the 
uris  of  admiralty. 
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Captures  of  American  vewels  were  tabiag 
placd  in  consequence  of  these  orders,  and  iiciglit- 
eniiig  public  irritation.  Tbey  were  considered 
indicative  of  determined  hostility  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  and  they  produced  measures  in 
Congress  preparatory  to  an  apprehended  atate  of 
wnr.  An  embargo  waa  laid,  prohihiring  all  trade 
from  the  United  States  lo  any  foreign  place  for 
the  space  of  thirty  days,  and  vigorous  prepar- 
ations for  defense  were  adopted  with  but  little 
DppositioQ. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  resolutions  were  moved 
that  all  debts  due  to  Brilish  subjects  be  seques- 
tered and  paid  into  the  treasury,  ns  a  fund  to 
indemnify  citizens  of  the  Uniled  Stales  for  depre- 
dations anslaiued  from  British  cruL<ers,  and  that 
all  intercDurae  with  Great  Britain  be  interdicted 
uulil  she  liad  made  compensation  for  these  inju- 
ries, and  until  she  should  make  surrender  of  the 
Western  posts. 

Tlie  popular  escitement  was  intense.  Meet- 
ings were  held  on  the  subject  of  British  spolia- 
tions. "Peace  orwar"waB  the  absorbing  quea- 
tion.  The  partisans  of  France  were  now  in  the 
ascendant.  It  was  scouted  as  pusillanimous  auy 
longer  to  hold  terms  with  England.  "  No  doubt," 
said  they,  "  she  despises  the  proclamation  of  neu- 
iraliiy,  as  an  evidence  of  timidity  ;  every  motive 
of  self-respect  calls  on  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  show  a  proper  spirii," 

It  WHS  suggested  (hat  thode  whti  were  in  favar 
of  resisting  British  aggressions  should  mouut  the 
tri-colored  cockade  ;  and  forthwith  it  was  mounted 
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by  miiiiy  ;  while  a  democriitic  society  was  fomiuil 
lo  correspond  wilh  tUe  one  Ht  Pbikdetpliin,  and 
aid  in  fciviug  effect  to  these  popular  seutinieiits. 

While  Ihe  public  miml  was  in  this  inflamsble 
state.  Washing  tail  received  advices  from  Itlr. 
Pinfkiiey,  tlie  American  miiiisler  in  Zxindon,  iii- 
fbnuiiig  bitn  that  the  British  ministry  had  issued 
instructions  to  tlie  commandera  of  armed  veaseU, 
revoking  those  of  the  6th  of  November,  1793. 
Lvnl  Grenville  also,  in  conversalion  with  Mr. 
Pinckney,  had  explained  the  real  motivea  for  that 
order,  sliowiiig  that,  however  oppressive  in  its  ex- 
ecutioii.  it  had  not  been  intended  for  the  special 
vaxailon  of  American  commerce. 
,  Wiishii)gton  laid  Pinckney's  letter  bcrore  Con- 
1  the  4ih  of  April.  Ii  had  its  effect  on 
Uli  pnrties  ;  Federalists  saw  in  it  a  cbanco  of  «C- 
BimodatiDg  diSiculiies,  and,  therefore,  opposed 
■ea  calcnhited  lo  irritate ;  the  other  piirty 
I  not  preas  their  belligerent  propositions  to  any 
Inmediate  decision,  but  showed  no  solicitude  to 
tooid  A  rupture. 

k  Jclfermn,  though  reputed  to  be  tbe  head  of  the 
ivh  party,  avowed  in  a  letter  to  Madison  hia 
e  that  war  would  not  result,  but  that  justice 
Hild  be  obtained  in  a  peaceable  way;'  and  he 
Mta  the  hope  in  a  subsequent  letter.  "  My 
inlrymen,"  writes  he, "'  are  groaning  under  the 
■suits  of  Great  Britain.  1  hope  some  menus 
irill  luni  up  of  reconciling  our  fiiith  and  honor 
'  b  p«ace.  I  confess  to  you,  I  have  seen  enough 
ine  war  never  to  wbh  to  see  another."* 

'  Jeflennn'B  Warti,  vol.  iT.  p.  102. 
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"  'Tis  as  great  an  error, 
the  same  time,  "  Tor  n  nni 
nnderrate  itself.  Presiimpt 
aa  limidiiy.     Tis  our  error 

and  underrate   Great  Erilarn  ;  lA  forget  liow  lit- 
annoj,  how  much 


"  writes   Hamillan,  t 
ion  is  as  great  a  lanlt 


Then 
of  popnlar 


r  cry.  however,  is  too  obvious  a  i 
excitement  lo  be  readily  gitei 
Busy  partisans  saw  that  the  feeling  of  the  popa* 
lace  was  belligerent,  and  evory  means  were  takea 
by  the  presH  and  the  democratic  societies  to  ex- 
asperate this  feeling ;  iiccorditig  to  ihetn  llie  crisia 
calleit,  not  for  moderation,  bat  for  decinon.  fol^ 
energy.  Still,  lo  adhere  tn  a  neutral  position, 
woiiM  argue  tninencss  —  cowardice  !  Washing- 
ton, however,  was  too  nioriilly  brave  lo  be  clam- 
ored ont  of  his  wise  moderaiion  by  such  taunts. 
He  resolved  to  prevent  a  war  if  possible,  bj>  an 
appeal  to  British  justice,  lo  be  mode  through  ft 
special  etivoy,  who  should  represent  to  the  Brit- 
ish government  tbe  injuries  we  had  sustained 
from  it  in  various  ways,  and  should  urge  indem- 

Tbe 


e  was  decried  by  tbe  party  fnvora- 

an  undue  advance  to  the  Brit- 

but  ihey  were  still  more  hoaljla 

1   it  was   ruroured  that  Ilaiuilloti  was  to 

I   for  the    mission.      A   member  of   the 

House  of  RepreiienlHtiveB  addressed  a  strong  leU 

ter  lo  the  President,  deprecating  the  mission,  but 

espociuliy  the  i-eputeii  choice  of  the  envoy.    James 

'  U»(uilloii'>  Woria,  iv.  &W. 
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Uuiiroe,  also,  at  that  lime  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate, remoDsIraie<l  again.il  the  nominiilioii  of  Ham- 
Uton,  ns  iiijurions  to  tlie  public  int«resi,  nnil  to 
tbe  iutereat  of  Wushington  litmself,  and  offered  lo 
expl^n  his  reasons  lo  the  Intler  iti  q  private  in- 
C^rview. 
.  Wnahington    dGciined    the    interview,  but   re- 

L  ^nested    Kir.    Monme,   if  poMessed  of   m\y   facta 
I  "^whicli    would   disqualifj    Mr.  Hamilton  for    the 
rxxaiaeion,  to  commuiiicBte  them  to  him  in  writing. 
**  Colonel  Ilntnillon  and  others  have  been  men- 
'Kioned."  ad(l»  he,  "but  no  one  is  ;et  absolutely 
^Secided  upon  in  my  mind.      But  aa  much  will  de- 
'^>en(I,  among  oilier  things,  upon  the  abilities  of 
"^lie  perMn  sent,  aud  his  knowledge  of  the  affaire 
<^  this  country,  and  as  I  alone  am  responsibly  for 
^&  proper  nominalion,  i(  certaiuly  behooves  me  to 
I     xxame  such  a  one  as,  in  my  judgment,  combines 
K     V-he  requisites  for  a  mission  ao  peculiarly  inleresl- 
I      5ug   to  the  pence  and   happiuess  of  this  counlry." 
Hamilton,  however,   aware  of  the  "  cullaleral 
obstacles  "  which  existed  with  respect  to  himself, 
liad  resolved  to  advise  Washington  to  drop  him 
fram  tbe    cunsideralion  and  lo  fix  upon  another 
character ;  and  remnimended  John  Jay,  the  Cliief 
JuAiioe  of  the  United  States,  iis  the  man  whom  it 
would  be  ndvisiible  lo  send.     "  I  think,"  writes 
he,    "  the   business    wonid    have   the   best  chance 
possible  in  his  hands,  nnd  I  Untler  myself,  lliat  his 


>uid  ii 


r  Ibnt 


duce  the  most  important  good  to  the  luuion."  ' 
Mr.  Jay    was  ihe    person    ulliiimlely    eboseri. 
1  Eluiiiltan'i  Wiirkt,  vol.  iv.  p.  6^1. 
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Washington,  iu  his  messnge,  thus  nominAliug  Ha 
additional  envoj  to  Greiit  Britain,  expreS6«d  uu* 
diminished  cotitiileuce  id  the  minister  uutually  ini 
London.  ■■  But  a  mission  like  this,"  obserres  be, 
"  while  it  corresponds  with  the  Bolemoilj'  of  the- 
occosion,  will  announce  lo  the  (vorld  a  soliciiuds' 
for  a  friendly  adjustment  of  our  complaints  and  a 
reluctance  to  hostility.  Goiug  immediately  &om 
the  United  States,  sucli  un  envoy  will  carry  with' 
him  a  full  knowledge  of  the  existing  temper  and 
sensibility  of  our  country,  and  will  thus  be  taught 
to  vindicate  our  rights  with  finnuess,  and  to  ci 
VBte  peace  witli  sincerity." 

The  nomination  was  approved  by  a  m^ority  of 
ten  Senators. 

By  this  sudden  and  decisive  measure  WrsU- 
ington  sought  to  slay  the  precipitate  impulses  of 
pnhlic  passion ;  to  give  lime  to  put  the  country 
into  a  complete  state  of  defense,  and  to  proviiln 
such  other  measures  aa  might  be  necessary 
negotiation,  in  a  reasonable  time,  should  prove 
nnsuccessfuL' 

Notwithstanding  the  nomination  of  ibe  envoj, 
the  resolution  to  cut  off  all  intercourse  with  Great< 
Prilain  passed  the  liouae  of  Represenlalives,  and' 
was  only  lost  in  ihe  Senate  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  Vice  Presidejit,  which  was  given,  aecordinj^ 
lo  geneia!  belief,  "  not  from  a  disinclination  to  the 
ulterior  expedience  of  the  measure,  but  from  », 
desire,"  previously,  "  to  try  the  effect  of  negotia- 
tion." * 
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^lile  Wiushiiigton  was  tlius  eiideHToring  lo 
*tew  the  vessel  of  stait-.  nmid  the  i»urj!e8  atid 
bliUU  which  were  ihmilriiing  on  every  side, 
hStTfon,  who  hdH  liHuled  out  of  the  slorm,  wriii's 
(ereuely  from  his  retiremeni  nt  Moiiliecllo,  to  his 
JKemI  Tetich  Cose  nl  Pnm:  — 

"  Your  lellere  give  a  coinrortahle  view  of  French 

affkira,  Hiid  later  eveots  seem  to  eoiilirtii  ii.    Over 

tlie    foreign    powers,  I  am    convinced  ilipy  will 

Iriumph  completely,  and  T  catinot  but  hope  [lint 

that  triumph,  and  the  consequent  dligrnce  [>f  the 

invading   [yrants,  is  destined,  in   order  of  events, 

In  kindle  ihe  wrath  of  Europe  against  those  who 

ive  dared  to  embroil  ihem  in  such  wickedness, 

bring,  at  length,  kings,  nobles,  and  pricNl!', 

the   scaffolds  which  they    hnve  been  po  long 

lib    haman    blood.     I  am  siJIt  warm 

•believer  I    think  of  these  scoundrels,  though  I 

nm   as  I  cnii,   preferring  infinili'ly   lo 

intemplate  the    Irnncgnil  growth  of  my  lucerne 

id   potatoes.      I  have  so  completely   withdrawn 

from    these    spectacles  of  usurpalion  and 

lie.  that  I  do    not    lake  a  single   newspaper. 

If  read  one  a  month ;  and  I  feel  myself  iiiHuitely 

le  happier  for  il."  ' 
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JaiDBg  MonrM  Ippnmlcd  Minister  tn  Frmnce  in  [iliin  at  Gcui 
erneur  Moma  recalled — Uia  RiKeptian — Fcnniylvaoi 
Iiuurfection.  —  ProclamBtioii  of  Wathlnglan.  —  Pbtmvbiv 
nuco  of  the  ImiirgcntB.  —  Sccund  Proclimwlion. — The 
Preiident  procwds  BKalnat  liitm.  —  General  Mot^an.  — 

Lawrence  Lewie 1Vii»hington  iirangeaa  Plan  of  Mill tuy 

Operations.  —  Retnma  to  Phi  lade  I  phis,  leavinj;  Lee  in  Coni- 
miuid.— Submission  of  the  IoBurf[en[i. —The  Praajdent's 
Leiitr  on  the  Subject  to  Jay,  Minister  at  London. 

S^ti^  1 1 1'^  French  government  having  so  prompt- 
1M  SI  '^'  '^'""P''^''  ™''h  'hs  wislien  of  llie  Anier- 
llOlSm  icHii  government  in  recalling  Citizeu  Ge- 
net, ri^iiieaiecl,  ns  an  act  of  reciprocity,  the  r«CB)L 
of  Gotiverueur  Morris,  wliose  political  Bympathiefl 
were  considered  highly  aristocralical.  Tlie  re- 
quest WKH  granted  accordingly,  but  Wiuhlngton, 
iu  a  letter  to  RTorri?,  noliryiug  him  of  his  being 
superseded,  assured  him  of  his  own  undiminished 
confidence  nnd   friendship. 

James  Monroe,  who  was  appointed  in  his  ptnoe, 
arrived  at  Paris  in  a  moment  of  great  reaction. 
Bobespierre  hod  termiTmled  hia  bloody  career  on 
the  scaRbld,  and  'the  reign  of  teiror  was  at  an 
end.  Tlje  new  minister  from  the  United  States 
was  received  in  public  by  the  Convention.  The 
seiilimenls  expressed  by  Monroe  oti  delivering  his 
credentials,  were  so  completely  in  unisou  with  the 
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feelings  of  the  moment,  that  tlie  President  of  itie 
CJoDTenlHiii  eml>n(ceil  liim  vrilh  emoliou,  niitl  it. 
■^^fts  decreed  tLal  the  American  nmi  Frencli  tings 
should  be  cntwitied  Had  liuiig  up  iu  the  hull  iil' 
X-he  ConventioD,  in  eigu  of  the  udiod  oud  Irieiid- 
^liip  of  the  two  republics. 

Chiming  in  with  the  popnlar  impulse,  Monroe 
ifpesenied  the  Ameriian  flag  U>  the  Convention, 
«D  the  part  of  hia  country.  It  was  received  with 
enthusiasm,  and  a  decreo  was  passed,  that  tbe  na- 
tioaal  flog  of  France  should  be  transmitted  in  re- 
tiini,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Washinj^n,  in  the  mean  time,  was  becoming 
p^fiiUy  aware  that  censorioua  eyes  at  home  were 
Jteeping  a  watch  upon  his  administracioo,  and  cen- 
sorious tongues  and  pens  were  ready  lo  cavil  at 
every  measure.  "  The  affairs  of  this  country  can- 
•>Ot  go  wrong,"  writes  he  ironically  lo  Gouvemeur 
Morris  ;  "  there  are  io  many  watchful  ffuardiatu 
of  iJiem,  and  such  infallible  guides,  that  no  one  is 
Kt  a  loss  (of  a  director  at  every  turn." 

This  is  almost  the  only  instance  of  irony  to  be 
tbund  in  his  usually  plain,  direct  correspondence, 
aad  to  us  is  mournfully  suggestive  of  that  sore- 
neas  and  ffeariiiess  of  heart  with  which  he  saw 
his  conscientious  policy  misunderstood  or  misrep- 
l^esented.  and  himself  becoming  an  object  of  party 
boBtility. 

Within  three  weeks  after  the  date  of  this  letter, 
an  iuenrrectioQ  broke  out  in  the  western  part  of 
Pennsylvania  on  account  of  the  excise  law.  We 
have  already  mentioned  the  riotous  opposition  tliis 
law  had  experienced.     Bills  of    mdictinent  had 
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been  foiinil  against  some  of  the  rioters.  The  m&r- 
Bhiil,  when  on  the  way  to  serve  the  processes  is- 
sued by  the  court,  was  fired  upon  by  amied 
and  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.  He  was 
sequentiy  seized  and  compelled  to  renounce 
eiercifie  of  liis  official  duties.  The  house  of  Gen- 
eral Nevil,  inspector  of  the  revenue,  was  aasaileiJ, 
but  the  assailants  were  repulsed.  They  assem- 
ble<I  in  greater  numbers ;  the  magistrates  and 
miliiia  officers  shrank  from  interfering,  le 
should  provoke  a  general  insurrection ;  a  few 
regular  soldiers  were  obtained  from  the  garrison 
at  Fori  Pitt.  There  was  a  parley.  The  insu 
gents  demanded  tliat  the  inspector  and  his  papei 
should  be  given  up;  and  the  soldiers  march  out 
of  tile  house  and  ground  thdr  arms.  The  de- 
mand being  refused,  the  house  was  attacked,  the 
outhouses  set  on  fire,  and  the  garrison  was  com- 
pelled to  surrender.  The  m.'irshal  and  inspector 
Unally  escaped  out  of  the  country :  descended  tfad 
Ohio,  and,  by  a  circuitous  route,  found  their  way 
to  the  sent  of  government ;  bringing  a  lamentable 
tale  of  their  misadventures. 

Washingion  deprecated  the  result  of  lliese 
rageous  proceedings.  "  If  the  laws  are  to  be  so 
trampled  upon  with  impunity,"  said  he,  "  and  ft 
minority,  a  small  one  loo,  is  to  dictate  to  the 
jority,  there  is  an  end  put,  at  one  stroke,  to  repub- 
lican government." 

It  was  intimated  that  the  insurgent  district 
could  bring  seven  thousand  men  into  the  field. 
Delay  would  only  swell  the  growing  disaffection. 
On  the  7th  of  August  Washiugtou  issued  a  proc- 
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n,-wiiriiiDg  tlie  inaurgeiiU  to  rlisgioi'se,  and 

Bcluriug  llittl  if  tranquillity  were  not  restored  be- 

)  ihe  first  of  Seplember,  force  wouM  be  em- 

ioyed  to  compel  submissioii  to  the    Inwg.     To 

Wir  thai  this  was  Dot  an  empty  threat,  he,  on  the 

e  day,  maiie  a  requisition  on  the  governors  of 

'  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Sfarylaud,  and  Vir- 

i,  for  militia  to  compose  an  army  of  twelve 

I  men;  afterwards  augmented  to  6fteen 

I. 

n  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  (Light- 

E  Harry  Lee),  be  saya:  "  I  consider  this  in- 

as  the  first   formidable    fruit   of   the 

c  Societies,  hronght  forth,  I  believe,  too 

latarely  for  iheir  own  views,  which  may  con- 

e  to  the  annihilation  of  them. 

"  That  these  societies  were  instituted  by  the 

jHful  and  designing  members  (many  of  their  IxKly, 

>  doubt,  mean  well,  but  know  little  of 

e  real  plan),  primarily  to  sow  among  the  people 

9  •cede  of  jealousy  and  distrust  of  the  govem- 

Hit,  by  destroying  all  confidence  in  the  odminis- 

n  of  it,  and  that  these  doctrines  hiive  I)eeu 

ng  and  hlowiog  ever  Mnce,  is  not  now  to 

^  one  who  is  aoiuainted  with  the  character  of 

irs,  and  has  been  attentive  to  their  ma- 

I  early  gave  it  as  my  opinion  to  tlie 

tnfldential  characters  around  me,  that  if  these 

leieties  were  not  counteracted  (not  by  prosem- 

ms,  the  ready  way  to  make  them  grow  stronger), 

"d  not  fall  into  disesifiera  from  the  knowledge 

imr  origin,  and  the  views  witli  which  they 

been  tusUtuted  by  their    father,  Genet,  for 
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purposes  well  kuowB  U>  the  gtivernuienl,  thef 
would  eliuku  ihe  govcrtimeiit  U>  its  fiiuudation." 

The  insurgents  raauifesting  a  dispositiou  to  per- 
GQVure  is  tlioir  rel>ellious  conduct,  llie  President' 
issued  a  second  prodiiniatiou  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, deecribiug  in  forcible  terms,  the  perversa 
and  obstinate  spirit  with  whicb  the  lenient  prap<^ 
eitious  of  governinent  biid  been  mot,  aiid  declar> 
ing  his  fixed  purpose  to  reduce  the  refractory  to 
obedience.  Shortly  after  this  he  left  FhUadelphuk 
for  Carlisle,  to  join  the  army,  then  on  its  tnarch> 
to  suppress  the  iiisurreclaon  in  the  western  part 
of  Peiiusylvania. 

Just  as  Washiagton  was  leaving  Philadelphia^ 
a  letter  was  put  into  his  hands  from  Major-gen- 
erul  Morgan.  The  proclamation  httd  roused  the 
spirit  of  that  revolutiouary  veteran.  He  wa.B  qo. 
his  way,  he  wrote,  to  join  the  expedition  against. 
the  insurgents,  having  command  of  u  division  of 
the  Virginia  militia,  of  which  General  Lee  was 
commaiider-iD  -chief. 

Washington  replied  from  Carlisle  to  his  old 
companion  in  arms :  "  Although  I  regrel  the  oc- 
casion which  has  called  you  into  the  field.  I  re- : 
joice  to  hear  you  are  there ;  and  it  is  probable  I 
may  meet  you  at  Fort  Cumberland,  whither  I 
shall  proceed  as  soon  as  I  see  the  troops  at  this 
rendezvous  in  cooditioa  to  advance.  At  that 
place,  or  at  Bedford,  my  ulterior  resolution  must 
be  taken,  either  to  advance  with  the  troops  into 
the  insurgent  counties  of  tliis  State,  or  to  return 
to  Philadelphia  fur  the  purpose  of  meeting  Con- 
gress the  third  of  next  mouth. 
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**  Inijierioua  circumatancea  alone  can  justify  my 
absence  from  the  seal  of  govemmeiit,  whilst  Cou* 
^■"esa  are  m  session  i  but  if  theao  from  the  diapo- 
^xtion  of  the  people  in  the  refractory  counties,  and 
*"**^   Btate  of  the  iiiformalion  I  expect  la  receive  st 
~**^    advanced  poBta,  should  appear  to  exist,  the 
-««  must  yield  lo  tlie  jester  duties  of  my  office, 
■***  I  shftU  cro83  the  mountflins  with  the  troops  j 
>^ot,  I  shall  ]>lace  the  command  of  ihe  combined 
'"'Cie  UDiIer  the  orders  of  Governor  Lee  of  Vir- 
**»a,  luul  repair  to  the  seat  of  government." 
^^e  will  here  note  that  Lnwrence  Lewis,  a  son 
^**^     ^^Vuslilngton's  sister,  Mrs.  Fielding  Lewis,  hav- 
"*-*^"'    caught  tile  spirit  of  arms,  accompanied  Mor- 
as   aide-tle-cump   on    this    expedition.    .The 
*"**ttpt  jieul  with  which  he  volunteered  into  the 
'^'         '         of  his  country  was,  lioubtlesa,  highly  sat^ 
'^^^tory  lo  his  uncle,  with  whom,  it  will  be  eeon, 
^■as  tt  great  favorite. 
_^^    C!>n    the    9th  of   October  Wasliingtou    writea 
'^"<*m    Curlisle  to  the  Secretary  of  State:  "The 
*^*<»pgent6  are  alarmeil,  bat  not  yet  brought  lo 
^**^'i»"  proper  senses.     Eveiy  means  is  devised  by 
~*^»*i     and    their  friends    and    associates,  to    iii- 
****«=«  a  belief  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  troops 
**^**siiig  the  mountains  ;  although  we  have  infor- 
mation, at  the  same  time,  that  part  of  the  people 
™«>^  are  obliged  to  embody  themselves,  lo  ri'pul 
^*  iusults  of  another  pari." 

Oil  (be  lOib,  the  Pennsylvania  troops  act  out 
'•■^'n  Carlisle  for  (heir  re.idezvonB  at  Bedford, 
Mid  Washington  proceeded  to  Williamsport.  thence 
***  go  on  to  Fort  Cumberland,  the  rendezvous  of 
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the  Virginia  and  Maryland  troops.  He  arrived 
at  ihe  latter  place  on  tiie  16th  of  Occober,  and 
found  a  reapectable  force  asHembled  from  those 
Stutes,  anil  learnt  that  fifteen  hundred  mon:  frum 
Virginia  were  at  hand.  All  accounts  agnsed  Lhat 
the  insurgents  wtire  greatly  alarmed  at  tiie  se 
appearance  of  thiuga.  "  I  believe,"  writea  Wasli- 
iugton,  "  the  eyes  of  all  the  nell-disposed  people  of 
this  country  will  soon  be  opened,  and  that  ibej 
will  clearly  see  the  tendency,  if  not  the  design,  of 
the  leader  of  these  self-treated  societies.  As  far 
09  I  have  heard  them  spoken  o^  it  is  with  strong. 

At  Bedford  he  arranged  matters  and  settled  a 
plan  of  military  operations.  The  goTeroors  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pounsylvatiio,  wei 
the  liead  of  the  troops  of  their  respectire  States, 
Lilt  Governor  Lee  was  la  have  the  general 
mand.  This  done,  Washington  prepared  to  shape 
his  course  for  Philadelphia  —  "  but  not,"  says  he 
indignantly,  "because  the  impertinence  >>f  Mr. 
Bache,  or  his  correspondent,  has  undertaken  to 
pronounce  that  I  cannot,  constitutioually, 
mand  the  army,  whilst  Congress  is  in  session 

In  a  letter  lo  Governor  Lee,  on  leaving  hioi 
in  command,  he  conveyed  to  the  army  the  very 
high  sense  he  ent«riaiued  "  of  the  enllghleued 
and  patriotic  zeal  fur  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  which  had  led  them  cheerfully  to  quit  their 
families,  homes,  aud  the  comforts  of  private 
to  undertake,  and  thus  far  to  perform,  a  long  and 
fatiguiug  march,  and  to  encounter  and  endure  the 
hardships  aud  privations  of  a  military  life." 
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"  No  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,"  observes 
"  OAO  ever  be  ciigngeil  in  a  service  more  ini' 
porbtnt  to  Iheir  coimiry.  It  is  nothing  lesa  ibon 
>  flousolidale  and  to  preserve  the  ble»>iugs  of 
that  Revolution  whicb,  at  much  expense  of  blood 
and  Ireaaure,  couHlituted  us  n  free  and  iridtpeDd- 

Hia  parting  admonition  is  —  "  that  every  of- 
ficer and  soldier  will  (Kiustaiitly  bear  in  mind, 
that  be  comes  to  support  the  laws,  and  that  it 
would  be  peculiarly  uubeoamiag  in  him  to  be,  in 
auy  way,  the  infractor  of  ihera ;  that  the  essen- 
tial principles  of  a  free  govemmeitt  conHne  the 
province  of  the  military  when  called  forth  on 
aiicli  occasions,  to  these  two  objects  :  first,  to  com- 
bftl  and  subdue  all  who  may  be  found  in  arms  io 
opposition  to  the  uational  will  and  authority ; 
MOondly,  Io  aid  and  support  the  civil  raagistratea 
in  bringing  offenders  to  justice.  Tbe  dispensa- 
tion of  iliis  justice  belongs  to  the  civil  miigis- 
tratea  ;  and  let  it  ever  be  our  pride  and  our  glory 
to  leave  tbe  eacred  deposit  there  inviolate." 

Washington  pushed  on  for  Philadelphia,  ihivugh 
Imp  roads  and  a  three  days'  rain,  and  arrived 
(tore  about  the  last  of  October.  Governor  Lee 
itwrcbed  with  the  troops  in  two  divisioiis,  ainount- 
ing  to  sneen  thousand  meu,  into  the  western 
CDDDties  of  Pennsylvania.  This  great  military 
amy  extinguiahed  at  once  the  kindling  elements 
cA  a  civil  war,  ''  by  making  resistance  daiperate." 
At  the  approach  of  bo  overwhelming  a  force  the 
tfuurgeots  laid  down  their  nrma,  and  gave  assur- 
B  of  submission,  and  craved  the  clemency  of 


228  LIFE    OF    WA8BINGT0}!.' 

government.     It  was  extended  to  tlieni,     A  few  \ 
were  tried  for  Ireiison,  but  were  not  convicted  ; 
but  tw  some  spirit  of  diacontcnt  was  still  mnni- 
fe.<>t,  ]t[ajor-generiiI  Morgan  whs  stalioned  with  a  1 
detnchmeiit,  for  the  wint«r,  in  tlie  disaffecled  re-  ] 
gion. 

The  paternal  care  with  which  Wushingtan 
\v«tched,  at  all  times,  over  the  welfare  of  tlie 
country,  was  manifested  in  a  letter  to  GJenenil 
lis  ml  t  ton,  who  had  remained  with  the  armj. 
"  Press  the  governors  to  be  pointed  in  onlering 
the  officers  under  their  respective  commandH  to 
march  back  with  their  respective  corps;  and  to 
see  that  the  inhabitauts  meet  with  no  disgraceful 
insults  or  Injuries  from  them." 

It  must  have  been  a  proud  satisfaction  la 
Washington  to  have  put  down,  without  an  effu- 
sion of  blood,  an  insurrection  which  at  one  lime, 
threatened  such  serious  conse<|ueQce3.  In  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Jay,  who  had  recently  gone  minister  to  ' 
England,  he  writes :  "  The  insurrection  in  tlie 
wosleni  counties  of  this  State  will  be  represented 
diHereritly,  according  to  the  wishes  of  some  and 
the  prejudices  of  others,  who  may  exhibit  it  as 
an  evidence  of  what  has  been  predicted,  •  that 
we  are  unable  to  govern  ourselves.'  Under  this 
view  of  the  subject,  I  am  happy  in  giving  it  to 
you  as  the  general  opinion,  that  this  event,  hav- 
ing happened  at  the  time  it  did,  was  fortunate, 
although  it  will  bo  attended  with  considei'able 
expense." 

After  expressing  his  opinion  that  the  '  eelf- 
creaied    societies'   who   were  laboring  to    effect 
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>fuint'  icvoliiliMii  ill  the   guveriiincnt,  were    the    lo- 
iiienU'Ts  of  llicse  western  disturbances,  he  adds  : 
*•"  It  has  afforded  an  occasion  for  the  people  of 
'this  country  to  sliow  their  abhorrence  of  the  re- 
sult and  their  attachment  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws ;  for  I  believe  that  five  times  the  num- 
l>er  of  militia  that  was  required  would  have  come 
forward,  if  it  had  been   necessary,  in  support  of 
them. 

^  The  spirit  which  blazed  out  on  this  occasion, 
as  soon  as  the  object  was  fully  understood  and 
the  lenient  measures  of  the  government  were 
made  known  to  the  people,  deserves  to  be  com- 
municated. There  are  instances  of  general  offi- 
cers going  at  the  head  of  a  single  troop,  and  of 
light  companies  ;  of  field-officers,  when  they  came 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  found  no  com- 
mand for  them  in  that  grade,  turning  into  the 
ranks  and  proceeding  as  private  soldiers,  under 
their  own  captains;  and  of  numbers  possessing 
the  first  fortunes  in  the  country,  standing  in  the 
ranks  as  private  men,  and  marching  day  by  day, 
with  their  knapsacks  and  haversacks  at  their 
backs,  sleeping  on  straw  with  a  single  blanket  in 
a  soldier's  tent,  during  the  frosty  nights  which  we 
have  had,  by  way  of  example  to  others.  Nay, 
more,  many  young  Quakers,  of  the  first  families, 
character,  and  property,  not  discouraged  by  the 
elders,  have  turned  into  the  ranks  and  marched 
with  the  troops. 

'*  These  things  have  terrified  the  insurgents, 
who  had  no  conception  that  such  a  spirit  pre- 
vailed ;  but  while  the  thunder  only  rumbled  at 
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a  ilielance,  were  bonsling  of  (heir  slreiigUi  aii<1 
willing  for  nod  Ibreatemng  the  militia  by  lumii, 

iiilirnaling  that  (he  arms  l.liey  should  take  from 
ihem  would  soon  become  a  mngaziac  in  iheir 
heiidfi. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 
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Koox.  —  Sncmeded  by  Timothy  Pickering.  — Close  of  Iho 
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N  his  speech  on  (he  openiog  of  Congress 
(November  19th),  Washiugion,  in  ad- 
vening lo  the  in"urrec£ion  in  Western 
Pennsylvanid,  did  not  hesitate  to  denounce  "  cer- 
tain self-created  societies"  rs  "fomenters  of  it" 
AAer  detailing  ib>  rommcnceraent  nnd  progress, 
be  observes :  "  While  there  is  cause  to  lament 
thftt  occurrences  of  Ibis  nature  should  liave  dis- 
grnced  the  name  or  inlerrupted  the  tranquillity  of 
any  part  of  our  comtnunity,  or  should  have  di- 
verted to  R  new  application  any  portion  of  the 
pnblic  resources,  there  are  not  wanting  real  and 
substantial  consolntions  for  the  misfiirtune.  It 
has  demons tr&ted,  that  our  proaperily  rexii^  on 
solid  foundations ;  by  furnishing  nn  tulililionnl 
proof  ttiat  my  fellow-dtiEens  underslHnil  tlie  true 
principles  of  govenimeni  and  liberty  ;  llini  they 
feel  tbeir  tn.<)eparHble  union:  that,  noimllistand- 
ing  all  Ibe  devices  which  have  been  used  to  sway 
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thtiu  from  their  interest  anil  ilut;,  they  are  uow 
as  ready  to  maiiituin  the  authority  of  the  lawa 
sgaiiist  licentious  invaBious,  as  they  were  to  de- 
fend llieir  rights  BguiuBl  usurpation  It  has  been 
ft  speotacle,  displaying  la  the  highest  advantage 
the  value  of  republican  goTerament,  to  behold  the 
most  and  leiist  wealthy  of  our  citizens  standing  in 
the  same  ranks  as  private  suldiers ;  pn-emineutly 
distinguished  by  being  the  army  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; undeterred  by  a  march  of  three  hunilred. 
miles  over  rugged  mounlaina,  by  the  approach  of 
tui  inclement  season,  or  by  any  other  discuumge- 
raent.  Nor  ou^Yii  I  to  omit  to  acknowledge  ibe 
efBcacious  and  patriotic  cooperation  which  1  have 
experienced  froin  the  chief  magistrates  of  the 
Stales  to  which  my  requisitions  have  been  ad- 
dressed. 

"  To  every  description,  indeed,  of  citizens,  let 
prHi.««  be  given;  but  let  them  persevere  in  their 
atfectionate  vigilance  over  that  precious  depository 
of  American  happiness,  the  Constitution  of  the 
Uniled  States.  Let  them  cherish  it,  too,  for  the 
sake  of  those  who,  from  every  clime,  are  d&il; 
seeking  a  dwelling  in  our  land,  And  when,  in 
the  calm  momenta  of  reflection,  they  shall  have 
retritced  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  insurrec- 
tion, let  them  determine  whether  it  has  not  been 
{bmente<l  by  combinations  of  men,  who,  careless 
of  eon.aequences,  and  disregarding  the  unerring 
truth,  that  those  who  arouse  cannot  ulwaya  Ap- 
pease a  civil  convulsion,  have  diasemhialeil  from 
ignorance  or  perversion  of  facts,  suspicions,  jeal- 
Duaies,  and  accusations  of  the  whole  govornmeut." 
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'riiia  denunciUitioD  of  the  "  Belf-creitted  Boci^ 
£^ei"wiia  a  bold  slep,  by  which  iiu  was 
--^»  cor  Ibeir  resent mtiut.  Ii  was  uot  rulialied  by 
i^ziame  members  of  the  Senate,  but  the  miijoritj 
~^STe  it  their  approval.  In  the  Uousti,  where  the 
^ipwition  party  was  the  most  powerriil,  this  pHa- 
E^»g(!  of  the  Prcsideni'a  speech  gave  rise  to  muoh 
^XlercalioD,  and  finally,  the  majority  showed  their 
"Ssapprobnlion  by  passing  it  over  iu  sileuce  in  the 
-^dreaa  voted  in   reply. 

The    "  self-created   societies,"  however,  which. 

.ad  sprang  up  in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  had 

lived  their  death-blow  ;  ihey  soon  t>ecaiae  odi- 

io  the  public  eye,  and  gradually  disappeared ; 

iwing  tlie  fate  of  the  Jacobin  clubs  in  France. 

t  was  with  great  satisfaction  that  Wosliingtoa 

lad  beeu  able  lo  announce  favorable  iDlelligeuce 

^s!  the  caropaigu  of  General  Wayne  against  the 

::::u»tile    Indians    west  of  ilie  Ohio.     That  brave 

^:::»mmander  hod  conducted  it  with  a  judgment  and 

prudence  little  compatible  with  the  bare-br^ued 

Sippcllation  he  had  aci^uired  by  his  rash  exploits 

during  the   Revolution.      Leaving  his   winter  en- 

^umpment  on   the  Ohio,  In   the  spring  (of  1794), 

%e  hud  advanced  cautiously  into  the  wild  cuuniry 

^meat  of  it ;  skirmishing    with    bands    of  lurking 

'SMvage^,  as  he  advanced,  and  estitblishing  posts  lo 

Ju:ep  up  CO  mm  uui  cat  ion  and  secure   the  traiismis- 

viuu  of  supplies.     It  was  not  until  the  Bth  of  Au- 

gaet  that  he  arrived  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers 

Au  Glaize  and  Miami,  in  a  fertile  and  populous 

region,  where  the  Western  Indians  had  llicir  most 

iTDportuiit    villages.      Here    he    threw    up    booiq 
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works,  which  he  nameil  Fort  Defiance.  Be 
Blreiigtheneil  by  eleven  hundred  mounted  volun- 
teers from  Kentucky,  his  force  exceeded  that  of 
the  savage  warriors  who  hitd  collected  Co  oppoM 
htm,  which  scarcely  amounted  to  two  thousand 
men.  These,  however,  were  strongly  encamped 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Minmi.  a  British  post, 
about  thirty  miles  distant,  and  far  within  the  lia 
its  of  ilie  United  States,  and  seemed  prepared  to 
give  bnttle,  expecting,  possibly  lo  be  aided  by  tha 
British  garrison.  Wayne's  men  were  eager 
a  figlit,  but  he,  reraemhering  the  inslrucliona 
govenimunt,  reslmined  his  tighling  propensities. 
In  ft  letter  to  hia  old  comrade  Knox,  Secretary  of 
War,  he  writes,  "  Though  now  prepared  to  strike^ 
I  have  tliought  proper  to  make  ihe  enemy  a  last 
overture  of  peace,  nor  am  I  without  hopes  that 
they  will  lie^ten  lo  it." 

His  overture  waa  inelTecIiial ;  or  rather,  ihe  r^ 
ply  he  received  was  such  as  to  leave  hitu  in  doubt 
of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy.  Me  advanced^ 
therefore,  with  the  precautions  he  bad  hitherto 
observed,  hoping  lo  be  met  in  the  course  of 
marcb  by  deputies  on  peaceful  missions. 

On  the  20th,  being  arrived  near  lo  the  enemy's 
position,  his  advanced  guard  was  fired  upon  byitn 
anibusli  of  tlio  enemy  coiicealed  in  a  thicket,  and 
was  compelled  to  retreat.  The  general  now 
dered  au  attack  of  horse  and  foot  upon  the  t 
my's  position  ;  ihe  Indians  were  roused  from  their 
lair  with  the  point  of  the  bayonet  j  driven,  fight- 
ing for  more  than  two  mjles,  through  thick  woods, 
and  pursued    with  great   slaugtiler,  until  within 
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.    of  the    British  fort.     "  We  reinained," 
lite*  tJie  general,  "three  days  aiid  oiglils  on  the 
Uiks  of  the  Miiiui,  in  froul  of  the  field  of  bailie, 
blaring  whit^h  time  all  the  houses  tLnd  com  were 
consumed  or  otherwise  destrojed,  for  a   consider- 
able distnnce  bolb  above  and  below  Fori  Minmi ; 
and  wo  were  within  pialol-ahol  of  the  garrison  of 
B  that  place,  who  were  compelled  to  remnin  quiet 

■  ■(lectators  of  this  geuural  devastation  and  contla- 

It  was  irnsled  ibat  this  decisive  battle,  and  the 
I  wide  ravages  of  villagte  and  fields  of  corn  with 
L  which  it  was  succeeded,  would  bring  the  Indinna 
[  to  their  senses,  and  compel  them  to  solicit  the 
L  peace  which  Ihey  hnd  so  repeatedly  rejected. 

In  his  oflicial  address  to  Congress,  Washinglou 
lad  urged  the  adoption  of  some  delinite  plun  for 
I  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt.  A  pinn  was 
KKported  by  Mr.  Hamillon,  20th  January,  179.5, 
kwhich  be  bad  digested  and  prepared  on  the  basis 
KoTlhe  aclunl  revenues,  for  the  further  support  of 
T  public  credit.     The  report  embniced  a  compre- 

isive  view  of  the  syslem  which  lie  had  pursued, 
I  .And  made  some  recommendnlious,  which  after  much 
i  debate  were  adopted. 

So  closed  Mr,  Hamilton's  labors  as  Secretary 
lirf  the  Treasury.  He  had  long  meditated  a  retirc- 
I  fK»m  his  post,  the  pay  of  which  was  JTiade- 
e  to  the  support  of  his  family,  but  had  post- 

■  poned    it,    first,    on    account  of   the    accuMiliuns 
Ibroaght  against   him  in  the  second  Congress,  and 

T  which  he  awuiled  the  investigation ;  secondly, 
n  Donsequence  of  events  which  rendered  the  pros- 
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peel  ol'  H  contiuiiRUCe  of  peaco  precarioii!'.  But 
these  ntasoiis  tio  loDger  operating,  be  gave  Dotice^ 
on  bb  retura  rrom  Ihe  Wealera  country,  thai  ok 
tile  lufil  iluy  of  tlie  eusuing  month  of  Janiixry  ti 
eiioulil  give  io  bin  reeignation.  Ho  did  so,  and 
received  thti  following  nole  from  Wafliioglou  ol^ 
the  subject;  "Ader  so  loiig  an  experieuce  at 
your  public  aBrviees,  I  am  imturally  led,  at 
nioni(3nI  of  your  departure  from  otEce  (wbicli  it 
has  always  been  my  wish  to  prevent),  to  review 
them.  In  every  relation  which  you  hare  boms 
to  uie,  I  have  found  that  my  coufideuce  in  your 
tAlentfl,  exertions,  and  iutegrily  has  been  well, 
placed.  I  tbe  mora  freely  render  this  lestimon/. 
of  tiiy  ttpprobation,  becuuse  I  apeuti  Irani  oppor- 
tunities of  iiiformutioii  wbich  cannot  deceive  tne, 
and  which  furnisb  satisfactory  proof  of  your  titla 
tu  public  regard. 

"  My  mont  earnest  wishes  for  your  happineei 
will  attend  you  in  your  retirement,  and  you  may 
assure  yourself  of  the  sincere  esteem,  regard,  and 
frieniUhip,  of,  dear  air,  your  affectionate,"  etc. ' 

Hamilton's  reply  manifests  his  seura  of  thg 
kindueas  of  this  letter.  "  As  ollen  m  I  may  n 
call  the  vexations  I  have  endured,"  writes  be^ 
"  your  approbation  will  be  a  great  and  precious 
consolntiou.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  tliat  t 
yielded  to  tbe  very  urgent  motives  which  impelled 
me  to  relinquish  a  station  in  which  I  could  bops 
to  be  in  any  degree  instrumental  in  pmmotiug  th« 
BUCcesa  of  an  Hdininistratiou  under  your  direction. 
,     .     .     .     Whatever    may  be    my    desiinutiou 

I    WriHnyt,  xi.  10. 
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S:»«re8(ler,  I  entreat  ^roii  to  be  persuaded  (not  the 
1^389  froni  my  having  been  spnrmg  in  professions) 
&%ai  I  ^^hitll  never  cense  to  render  n  jnxt  tribute 
■^:^f>  those  eminent  nnd  excellent  qualities,  which 
Simave  been  nlready  productive  of  bo  many  blesB- 
X^^gs  to  yotir  country  ;  that  yoo  will  always  have 
"BrMiy  fervent  wishes  for  your  public  and  perBonal 
^F%licitjr,  and  thnt  it  will  he  my  pride  to  cuUiviite  n 
-^c^onti nuance  of  thnt  esteem,  regnrd,  and  friend- 
^^hip,  of  wiirch  yon  do  me  the  honor  to  assure  me. 
■^vith  tniB  respect  and  affectionate  attachment,  1 
Sriave  the  honor  to  be,"  etc. ' 

Hnmilton  was    succeeded  in    office  by  Oliver 
■^Volooit  of  Connedioul,  a  man  of  judgment  and 
^ability,  who  bad  served  as  comptroller,  and  was 
'Xkmiliar  with  tlie  duties  of  tlie  office. 

Knox,  likewise,  had  given  iu  his  resignation  at 
"•he  close  of  the  mouth  of  December.  "  After 
Slaving  served  my  country  nearly  twenty  years," 
■writes  he  to  Washington,  "  the  greatest  portion  of 
'which  under  your  immediate  auspices,  it  is  with 
«xtrenie  reluctance  tliat  I  find  myself  constrained 
to  withdraw  from  so  honorable  a  station.  But  the 
natural  and  powerful  claims  of  a  numerous  family 
will  no  longer  permit  me  to  neglect  their  eseen- 
tial  interests.  In  whatever  situation  I  shall  t>e,  I 
shall  recollect  your  confidence  and  kindness,  with 
all  the  fervor  and  purity  of  affection  of  which  a 
grateful  heart  is  susceptible." 

"  I  cannot  suffer  you,"  replies  Wiishiugton,  "  to 
close  your  public  service,  without  uniting  with 
the  satisfaction  which    must  arise  in    your  own 
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mind  from  a  conscious  rectitude,  my  most 
persuasion  tliut  you  have  deserved  welt  of  your 
countrj, 

"  My  personal  knowledge  of  your  exertioTta, 
whilst  it  aulhorizea  me  to  hold  this  lunguagef 
justifies  the  sincere  friendship  which  I 
borne  for  you,  and  vrliich  will  aecoinpniiy  you  in 
every  situation  of  life;  being,  with  affediouate  ra- 
ganl,  always  yoors,"  etc 

There  was  always  a  kindly  warmlli  in  Wash-' 
ingtou'a  espreaaions  towards  the  buoyant  Geueral 
Kuox.  KcioK  was  succeeded  in  the  War  Departs' 
menC  by  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering,  at  that 
Postmaster-general . 

The  session  gf  Congress   closed  ou  the  3(1  of 
March,  1795. 


CHAPTER  XXVTT. 


IadunfltoD'a  Anxiet.r  about  the  Progress  of  tbe  Negotiation 
Tn'Ul  KnglMd.  —  J«y's  Tre»ly  nrrivei  for  R»tifi™iion. — 
TtBdi^Kwilion  lo  Condemn.  —  Bclum  of  J»y.  —  Add  bdc- 
tsedt  Faochet  u  Hiniiter  iVdid  Fruce.  — The  Treaty 
Uid  bcfon  tbe  Senite.^IUtlKed  with  a  QualificatiQa. - 
A  Hovet  Qiunlion.  —  Papular  DijKODleat. —  Abstraut  of  the 
Treaty  publifbod.  — Violent  Oppotution  to  it.  WubiDgton 
naolved  to  Rati^-  —  Hia  Besolution  luapeadsd —  Q</t»  Ut 
Mount  Vemon.  —  Heply  to  an  AddrM*  f^m  Boston.  —  In- 
CTUsiDg  Clamor. 

JjASHINGTON  had  watched   the  prwg- 

i  of  the  mission  of  Mr.  Jay  to  Eng- 

[  land,  with    an    auxioiie   eye.     He  wru 

t  aware  that  he  had  e.Tposed  his  popularity  to  im- 
miueut  hazard,  by  mukiug  an  advance  toward  a 
ti^otialioti  with  that  powirr ;  but  what  vraa  of 
Btill  greater  moment  with  liim,  he  was  aware  that 
Ibe  peace  and  happiness  of  hia  country  were  at 
■take  OD  the  result  of  that  tniasion.  It  was, 
iinortiover,  a  mixaion  of  great  delicacy,  from  the 
many  inlricute  uiitl  difficult  points  lo  be  discuxseU, 
Uid  the  various  and  mutual  grounds  of  com- 
pUint  to  be  adjusted. 

M>.  Jay,  in  a  letter  dated  August  5,  1794,  had 
mfonned   him   cotifldeutially,    that    the    miuiatry 
Lvere  prepared  to   settle  the    matters  in  dispute 
Inpon  just  aud  liberal   tenns;   still,  what  thoee 
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term.!,  which  they  couceived  to  be  jnet  and  libenJ, 
might  prove  when  they  came  to  be  clooelj  dift- 
cnsi«'l,  no  one  conld  prognosticnte. 

Wnshington  hardly  permitted  himwlf  lo  hope 
for  ihe  complete  foccess  of  the  mission.  To 
*  give  and  take,'  he  presumed  would  be  the  re- 
sult, tu  the  meaa  time  there  were  to  many  hot 
beads  and  irapeluous  spirits  at  home  lo  be  man- 
aged and  reairained,  that  he  was  ansioin  the 
negoliation  might  assume  a  decisive  form  mid  be 
brought  lo  a  speedy  close.  He  was  perpleced 
too,  by  what,  under  existing  circumstances,  ap- 
peared piratioil  conduct,  on  the  part  of  Bcrmu- 
dian  privateere  persisting  in  captaring  American 
vessels. 

At  length,  on  the  7lh  of  March,  1795,  four 
days  after  the  close  of  the  session  of  Coogress, 
a  treaty  arrived  which  had  been  negolinted  by 
Mr.  Jny,  and  signed  by  the  ministers  of  the  two 
iiHtions  on  Ihe  19ih  of  November,  and  was  sent 
out  for  ratification. 

In  a  letter  to  Washington,  which  accompanied 
the  treaty,  Mr.  Jiiy  wrote ;  "  To  do  more  was 
impossible.  I  ought  not  to  conceal  from  you 
that  the  conHdence  reposed  in  your  personal  char- 
acter was  visible  and  useful  throughout  the  iiego* 
tiatioo." 

Washington  immediately  made  the  treaty  a 
close  study;  some  of  the  provisions  were  perfectly 
BBtisfactory ;  of  others,  he  did  not  approve;  on  the 
whole,  he  considered  it,  a  matter,  lo  use  his  own 
expression,  of  '  give  and  take,'  and  believing  the 
advantages  to  outweigh  the  objections,  and  that, 
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a*  Mr.  Jay  nlleged,  it  waa  [he  best  trenty  nttBio- 
atile.  lie  mucle  up  his  mind  to  ratify  it,  should  it 
be  np|ir(iTeil  by  the  Senate. 

Aa  tt  system  of  preileierrained  hostility  to  the 
treaty,  however,  was  nlready  tnanifeated,  and  ef- 
forts wei-e  made  to  awaken  popular  jealonsy  con- 
ceniiiig  it.  Wualiiiigtoti  ke()l  ita  provisions  secret, 
that  (he  public  mind  might  not  be  preoccupied  on 
the  subject  In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  how- 
ever, enough  lealied  out  to  be  seized  upon  by  Ihe 
oppfwition  press  la  excite  public  distrust,  thongh 
not  enough  to  couvey  a  distinct  idea  of  the  mer- 
its of  the  Instrument.  In  fact,  the  people  were 
■  Hredisposed  to  condemn,  because  vexed  that  any 
wrtures  had  been  made  toward  a  negoiialion, 
iDCh  orerlures  having  been  stigmatized  as  cow- 
dly  und  degrading.  If  it  had  been  necessary 
0  send  a  minister  to  England,  said  they,  it  should 
i«ve  been  to  make  a  downright  demand  of  repar- 
ktion  for  wrongs  ioflicted  on  our  commerce,  and 
'  B  imnediate  surrender  of  llie  Western  posts. 

Id  the  mean  time  Jay  arrived  on  the  26th  of 

[ny,  and  found  that  during  his  absence  in  Eu- 

B  he  bad  been  elected  governor  of  the  State 

r  New  York  ;  an  honorable  election,  the  result 

bri  nor  intrigue,  but  of  ihe  public  sense 

tntertained  by  his  native  Slate  of  bis  pure  and 

Pixalted  merit.     He,  in  consequeuce,  resigned  the 

r«ffice  of  Cliief  Justice  of  Ihe  United  States. 

In  the  course  of  tliis  nionth  arrived  Mr.  Adet, 
^'wbo  had  been  appointed  by  the  French  govem- 
o  sncceed  Sir.  Pauchet,  as  minister  to  the 
United  Stales.     He  brought  with  him  the  colors 
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>Ulli,  Htid  hence  llie  objet^linn   of  lite   Sennle  to 
Article  of  the  Irentf.     On  the  24th  of  June 
thirds  of  (tie  Seiiaie,  the  const ituiiounl  major- 
ity, rntetl  Tor  ttiu  ratiRcutiun  of  the  treatj,  slip- 
however,  tlial  an  article  be  ad'lcd  Bn»- 
peadiiigso  much  of  the  twelfth  article  as  respected 
Jbe  West  ItidJH  trade,  diid  that   the  Pre-tident  be 
[iiesteil  to  open,  wiEhout  delaj,  further  iiegotia- 

Here  was  a  novel  case  to  be  determined.  Could 
the  Seimte  be  couaidered  to  have  ratified  tlie  treaty 
before  the  insertion  of  this  new  articit;  ?  Was 
the  act  complete  and  linal,  so  as  to  render  it  un- 
refer  it  back  to  that  body  ?  Could 
President  put  his  Gnnl  seal  upon  an  act  before 
9t  was  complete  ?  After  much  refleclion,  Wash- 
ington was  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  ratifying 
the  treaty  with  the  qualification  imposed  by  the 
Senate. 

In  the  mean  time  the  popular  discontent  which 
bad  been  excited  concerning  the  treaty  was  daily 
increaaing.  The  secrecy  which  had  been  inain- 
laiued  with  regiird  to  its  provisions  was  wrested 
into  a  cause  of  olfmise.  Republics  should  have 
wrels.  The  Senate  should  not  have  deliber- 
OD  the  treaty  with  closed  doors, 
ach  was  the  irritable  condition  of  the  public 
1  when,  on  the  29th  of  June,  a  senalor  of 
Dniled  Slates  (Mr.  Mason  of  Virginia),  sent 
abstract  of  the  treaty  to  be  published   in  a 

^  opposition  paper  in  Philadelphia. 
The  whole  country  was  immediately  in  a  bluze. 
[Seside  the  opposition  parly,  a  portion  of  the  cab- 
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inel  ivHs  Hgaiust  the  rnlificalioa.  OF  course  it 
T«ceifeil  but  a  faltering  support,  while  the  attack 
upon  it  was  vehement  find  sustained.  The  as- 
sailants seemed  determined  to  carry  their  point 
by  slorm.  Meetings  tii  Oppose  tlie  ratiQuAtioii 
were  held  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philailelpliis, 
Baltimoi'e,  and  Charleston,  The  smaller  towns 
tliroughont  the  Union  Ibllotved  their  example. 
In  New  York,  a  copy  of  liie  treaty  was  burnt 
before  Ilie  governor's  house,  Tn  PhiladelphiB  it 
was  suspendeil  on  a  pole,  carried  aboat  the  streets, 
and  finally  burnt  in  front  of  the  British  roiulHler's 
house,  amid  the  shoutings  of  the  populace.  The 
whole  country  eeemed  determined,  by  prompt  and 
clamorous  manifestations  of  dissBliafaction,  to  make 
Washington  give  way. 

He  saw  their  purpose ;  he  was  aware  of  the 
odions  points  of  view  on  which  the  treaty  might 
justly  be  placed  ;  his  own  opinion  was  not  par- 
ticoWIy  favorable  to  it;  but  he  was  convinced 
that  it  was  better  to  ratify  it,  in  tl 
Senate  had  advised,  and  with  the 
ready  mentioned,  than  to  suffer  mailers  to  remain 
in  their  present  unsettled  and  precarious  state. 

Before  he  could  act  upon  this  conviction  a  new 
difficulty  arose  to  suspend  his  resolution.  News 
csme  that  the  order  of  the  British  government 
of  the  8lh  of  June,  1793.  for  the  seieure  of  pro- 
visions in  vessels  going  to  French  ports,  was  re- 
newed. Washington  instantly  directed  ihut  a 
strong  memorial  should  be  drawn  up  against  this 
order ;  as  it  seemed  to  favor  a  construction  of 
the  treaty  which  he  was  determined  to  resist. 
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r  While  this  meraoriaJ  was  in  course  of  prepara- 
[  fou,  Le  was  called  off  U>  Mouul  Verijon.  On 
Im  way  tliitber,  tLitugli  littlt!  was  said  to  him  on 
tbe  Bubjecl  of  the  treaty,  he  fuUDi],  he  says,  from 
todireet  discourses,  that  eiideaivors  were  ninkiug 
to  place  it  in  all  the  odious  poiuts  of  view  of 
which  it  was  susceptible,  aud  iu  Bome  which  it 
Would  nut  adiaiL 

Tbe  proceediogs  and  resolves  of  lowu  meet* 
ings,  alsu,  sAvoriug  as  he  thought  of  party  prej- 
udice, were    forwardeJ    to  him  by  express,  aud 
added  to  his  disquiet.      "  Party  disputes  are  now 
c&rried  to  such  a  length,"  writes  he,  "  and  truth 
18  BO  enveloped  iu  mist  and  false  representatiou, 
that  it  is   extremely  difficult    to    kuow    through 
wbal  channel  to  seek  it.     Tius  ditliculiy,  to  one 
vbo  is  of  no  party,  atid  whose  aole  wi^h  is  to 
]uirane    with   uodeviatiug   steps    a    path,    which 
would  lead  this  coutilry  to  respectability,  wealth, 
tnd    happiness,  is    exceediugly  to    be    lamented. 
^^  £lit  anuli,  for  wise  purposes    it  is  presumed,  is 
^M^  Uirbuleoce  of  human  possioua  iu  party  dis- 
^■^tes,  when  victory  more  than  IruUi  is  the  j>alm 
^(i^DiiUDded  for,  that '  the  post  of  honor  is  a  private 
nation:  " ' 

The  opposition  made  to  the  treaty  from  roeet- 

ingfi  in  different  parts  of  t!ic  Uiiiou,  gave  him 

uoai    serious   uneasiness,  from    tlio  effect  it 

:  have  ou  the    relations  witli    France   and 

gland.     His  reply  (July  2Sth)  to  au  address 

a  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  contains   (he  spirit 

f  hie  replies  to  other  adtlrcBSCs  of  the  kiud,  aud 
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ifi<^t],  there  wa»  do  foreseeiDg  ths  conseqnenca 
it  reepvvl«(l  Great  GritaJu.  It  was  a  maie^ 
sud,  lliul  most  eminently  called  upoD  tbe  iulic 
islratiou  la  be  wise  aud  lemperale,  as  well 
firm.  Hio  public  clamor  coulintied,  and  iodn 
a  reiterated  esamiaatlon  of  the  subject ;  but 
not  ahake  his  purpose.  "  Tlifre  i*  bul  one  itnx-  ^'glU  1 
course,"  said  be,  "  and  thai  ii  to  aeak  trut/i  moiJ 
puriue  it  tteadily."  • 

>  Siw  LetlecB  to  Edmund  Baudolpb.      Writiitgt,  »  —    pp. 
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jaa  only  in  persoo,  I  entreat,  ilierefore,  thai 
yaa  will  return  with  all  convenrent  speed  to  the 
seat  of  goveruroeiii.  In  the  nieanwhile,  for  the 
reason  above  referred  to.  I  pray  yop  to  decide 
on  iio  important  political  measure,  in  whatever 
form  it  niMy  be  presented  to  you.  Mr.  Wok-olt 
nod  I  (Mr.  Bradford  concurring)  wailed  on  Mr. 
Kuiidoiph,  and  urged  his  writing  to  request  your 
return.  He  wrote  in  our  presence,  but  we  con- 
cluded a  letter  from  one  of  us  also  expedient. 
With  the  utmost  sincerity  I  subscribe  myaelf 
yours  and  my  country's  friend.  This  letter  ia 
for  your  own  eye  alone." 

The  receipt  of  this  enigmatical  letter  induced 
Washiugtou  to  cut  short  his  sojourn  at  Monnt 
Vernon,  and  hasten  to  Philadelphia.  He  arrived 
there  on  the  11th  of  August;  and  ou  the  same 
day  received  a  solution  of  the  mystery.  A  dia- 
pntch  written  by  Fauchet.  the  French  minister, 
to  hi-t  government  in  the  precedhig  month  of  No- 
veniter,  was  placed  iu  WashingCou's  hands  with  a 
irausktioD  of  it  made  by  Mr.  Pickering.  The 
dispatch  had  been  foutid  on  boar<l  of  a  French 
privateer,  captured  by  a  British  frigate,  aud  had 
been  transmitted  to  the  ministry.  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  finding  it  contained  passages  relating  to  the 
intercourse  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  American  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  Mr.  Fnuchet,  had  sent  it  to  Mr. 
Hammond,  Ihe  British  minister  in  Philadelphia. 
He  had  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wolcott,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  had  showii  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Attorney-general ; 
and  the  contents  liad  been  considered 


rAUCHSVB  INTERCEPTED  DISPATCH.    231 

dinary  as  to  call  fortli  the  mysterious  loiter  eo- 
trealiug  the  prompt  return  of  WoshiiigUiu. 

Tbe  following  pas^ageH  in  Fauchet's  intercepted 
dtapati-'U  related  to  the  Western  iusurrectiuii  and 
the  proclamation  of  Washington  :  — 

"  Two  or  three  days  belbre  the  proclantation 
w-iis  published,  and  of  course  btforu  tlio  cabinet 
Iknd    resolved   ou    'm&  mea;iures.  ifae   Secretary  of 
State  cnme  lo  my  house.     All  hie  couriteuauca 
was  grief,     lie  requested  of  me  a  private  con- 
irersntioii.    It  waa  all  over,  he  said  to  me ;  a  civil 
'War    is    about    to   ravage  our   unhappy  country. 
Pour  men,  by  their  taleuis,  their  influeijce,  and 
cheir  energy,  may  save  it.     But,  debtors  of  Eng- 
lish   niercliantB,  they  will  be    deprived  of  their 
liberty  if  they  take  the  Bmallest  step.    Could  yon 
lend  thi^ni  inHtantaneoualy  funds  to  ahelt^r  them 
£t>m  Knglish  prosecution  ?     This  inquiry  aston- 
ished me  much.     It  was  impossible  for   me    to 
e  a,  satiafiictory  answer.    You  know  my  want 
'  poner   and   deliciency  in  pecuniary  means." 
"Thus,  with  some  thousands  of  dollars, 
e  Republic  could  have  decided  on  civil  war  or 
lus  tlie  comeiencfs  of  the  pretended  pal- 
of   America    liave    alreudy   their    price." — 
^Wlial  will  be  the  old  age  of  this  government, 
F  it  ia  thus  alreaily  decrepit?" 
-  Tho    perusal  of   the    letter  gave  Washington 
I  perplexity  and  concern.     He  revolved  the 
II  his  mind  in  silence.     The  predominant 
object  of  his  thoughts  recently  hatl  liec n  to  put  a 
■lop  to  tiw  public  agitation  ou  the  subject  of  the 
tnaty;  and  he  postponed  any  new  question  of 
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difficulty  un^  ilecidod  measures  had  laid  tlie  other 
at  rest.  On  the  next  daj,  therefore  (I2th),  ]m 
brought  before  the  cabinet  the  questi< 
diatc  ratification.  All  the  members  were  in  favor 
of  it  enpepling  Mr.  Randolph ;  he  had  fiivored  it 
before  the  nuwg  of  [he  British  provision  order, 
but  vow  pronoimced  it  imadviitable,  until  that 
order  were  revoked,  and  there  shoidd  be  an  end. 
of  the  war  between  Franee  and  England.  Thig 
led  to  further  discussion,  and  it  was  liually  agreed 
to  rutify  the  treaty  immediately ;  but  U>  Accom- 
pany the  ratillcation  with  a  strong  memorial 
against  the  provision  onler.  The  ratitiuaiion 
Btgned  by  Washington  on  the  I^th  of  Augusi 

His  conduct  towards  Randolph,  in  the  interim, 
hEid  been  as  usual,  but  now  that  the  dispaU^  of 
public  bnsinesB  no  longer  demanded  the  eutire  at- 
tention of  l)ie  cabinet,  he  proceeded  to  clear  ap 
the  doubts  occasioned  by  the  intercepted  dispatch. 
Accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  as  Randotph. 
enrered  the  cabinet,  Washington,  who  was 
versing  with  Piiikeriug  and  Wolcott,  ruse  and 
handed  to  him  the  letter  of  Fauchot,  asking  an 
explanation  of  the  questionable  parts. 

Randolph  t^ipears  to  have  been  less  agital«d  by 
the  production  of  the  letter,  than  hurt  that  tbs 
inquiry  concerning  it  hod  not  first  been  made  of 
him  in  private,  lie  postponed  making  any  spe- 
cific reply,  until  be  should  have  tJme  to  exanune 
the  letter  at  his  leisure ;  and  observed  on  reiiriu^ 
that,  afi«r  the  treatment  he  had  experienced,  h« 
uoiild  not  think  of  remtuning  in  otlice  a 
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Id  a  letter  lo  the  Preudi^iU  the  same  day  he 
■writes :  "  Tour  confiileuce  in  me,  air,  has  iieen 
'wolimhed,  auil  I  i^a  truly  afSrm  uiiiibuiieil.  My 
^wuwtions,  ibeii,  tannot  be  concealed,  wlieii  I  liud 
••hat  confidence  so  suddeuly  witlidrawn,  without  a 
~vord  or  dislaut  hiiU  btitig  previoiiBly  dropped  Ut 
ane.  This,  sir,  as  1  meutioned  iu  your  room,  is  a 
Moftdon  in  nliich  I  couuot  hold  my  preaeut  iMcti, 
^and  therefore  I  hereby  re^igu  iL 

"  It  will  oot,  however,  be  concluded  from  heuce 
"that  1  lueau  to  reliuquigh  (Le  iiiquiry.  No,  bir ; 
Tery  fer  from  iL  I  will  also  meet  auy  inquiry  ; 
uid  to  prepare  for  it,  if  I  leai'u  there  is  a  ebauce 
of  overtakiug  Mr.  Fauohet  before  be  suib;,  I  will 
go  to  him  immediately. 

"  I  have  to  beg  the  favor  of  you  lo  [lermit  me 
to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  [be  letti^r,  and  I 
will  prepare  an  answer  to  it ;  wliich  I  perceive 
ihit  I  uLunot  do  03  I  wish,  merely  upon  Uie  few 
huty  menioroudn  which  I  look  with  my  peucil. 

"  I  am  Batjstied,  sir,  that  you  will  ackuowledge 
OM  piece  of  justice  to  be  due  on  the  occasion  i 
vhich  is,  that,  until  au  inquiry  con  be  made,  the 
iSkir  shall  cotttitiue  in  aocrecy  uuder  your  injuno 
lion.  For,  after  pledging  myself  for  a.  more  8p&- 
dfio  iavestigatiou  of  all  the  suggeatiotis,  I  here 
inly  deny  tliat  any  overture  came  from 
>ne,  which  was  to  produce  money  to  me  or  auy 
others  for  me  ;  and  that  in  any  manner,  directly 
OT  indirectly,  waa  a  shilling  ever  receiveil  by  mc  ; 
nor  was  it  ever  contemplated  by  me,  tliat  one 
shilling  should  be  applied  by  Mi-.  Fuuchat  to  any 
parpose  relative  to  the  ii 
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Washington,  in  a  reply  on  the  foUowiog  (Uy, 
in  which  he  accepteil  his  resignation,  obsenres : 
"  Whilst  you  are  in  purauit  of  means  to  remove 
the  strong  suspicions  arising  from  tlua  letter, 
disclosure  of  its  contents  will  be  made  by  me ;  aiid 
I  will  enjoin  the  same  on  the  public  officers  who 
are  Hcqiuiinted  with  ibe  purport  of  it,  unless  some- 
thing will  appear  to  render  an  eiplauation  n 
sury  on  the  part  of  the  goveniment,  and  of  nhicli 
I  will  be  the  judge." 

And  on  a  subsequent  occasion  he  writes  ; 
man  would  rejoice  more  than  I  to  tind  that  tlia 
suspicions  wluch  have  resnlleil  from  the  inter- 
cepted letter  were  uneiiuivocally  and  hanurablj 
I'enioved." 

Mr.  Fauchet,  in  the  mean  time,  having  learnt 
previous  to  embarkation,  that  his  dispalcli  hod 
been  iuterecpted,  wrote  a  dectaratiou,  denying  thM- 
Mr.  Randolph  had  ever  indicated  a  willingness  b 
receive  niouey  for  personal  objects,  aud  alSrming^, 
that  he  had  had  no  intention  to  say  anything  iaj 
his  letter  to  his  government,  ta  the  disadvautnga  < 
of  Mr.  RaodoIph'B  character. ' 

Mr.  Randolph  now  set  to  work  to  prepare  i 
pamphlet  in  explaualion  of  his  conduct,  intimating 
to  his  (nends,  that  in  the  course  of  his  vindicationt 
he  would  bring  things  to  view  which  would  affeot 
Washington  more  than  anything  which  liad  yet 
appeared. ' 

While  thus  occupied  he  addressed  several  notes 
to  Waahiugton,  requiring  itifornialion  on  various 


points,  anil    received    corioiBe  aasn'ors  lo  all  his 
«5Ueriea. 

Oh  one  occnaion,  where  he  hud  rei]uired  a 
panicnlar  paper,  he  published  in  the  "  Gazette"  aa 
extract  from  his  oote  to  Wiisliiiigtoti ;  aa  if  fearing 
the  request  might  bo  denied,  lest  the  paper  id 
*luestioa  should  lay  open  muiiy  confidential  and 
delicate  matters. 

Iq  reply,  Washington  writes  :  "  That  you  mny 
have  no  cnu»e  to  complain  of  the  withholding  of 
auy  paper,  however  private  mid  conRdeiitiftl,  which 
you    shall  tbiuk  necessary  in  n  case  of  90  serious 
a   Dittiire,  I  have  directed  that  you  should  have 
tlie    inspection  of  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  July, 
ttgreeiibly  lo  your  request,  and  you    are  at  full 
liUeriy  lo  publiali,  without  reBerve,  any  and  everi/ 
privnie  and  confidential  letter  I  ever  wrote  lo  you ; 
any,  more,  every  word  I  ever  uttered  lo  you  or 
in  your  hearing,  from  whence  you  can  derive  any 
tulftuitikgo  in  your  vindication.     I  grant  this  per- 
^^tniasion,  iuaamuch  aa  the  extract  alluded  to  mani- 
^^Lfestly  lends  to  impress  oci   the  public  an   opiniou, 
^^HbKl  something  was  passcil  between  us,  which  you 
^^Hkoald   disclow   will!   reluctance,  from   motives  of 
delicacy  wiiii  respect  lo  me That  pub- 
lic will  judge,  wlien  it  comes  to  see  your  vindica- 
tion, bow  fur  aud  bow  proper  it  bos  been  for  you 
,  to  publish  private  and  contidential  communications 
L'  which  oftenliroea  have  been  written  in  a  hurry, 
VbimI  Kjmolimea  without  even  copies  being  taken; 
L.ud  it  will,  I  hope,  appreciate  my  motives,  even 
Kif  it  should  condemn  my  prudence,  in  allowing 
FjFon  the  unlimited  license  herein  coniaiued." 
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Tlie  merit  of  this  unlimjled  license  will  be  prop- 
erly uiidcratood  whea  it  is  kitowo  that  at  this 
time,  Washingtou  was  becomiug  more  anil  more 
the  object  of  the  malignnnt  attacks  of  the  press. 
The  ruliflcBtion  of  the  treaty  Jiad  opened  the  viala 
of  pftrty  wrath  sgainat  him.  "  His  militury  anj 
political  character,"  we  are  told,  "was  aliacke^ 
with  equal  violence,  and  it  was  averred  that  he 
was  totally  destitute  of  merit,  eitlier  as  a  soldier 
or  a  slatesraan.  He  was  charged  with  having 
violated  ihe  Conslitutiou,  in  negotiating  a  treaty 
without  the  previous  advice  of  the  Senate,  and 
that  bo  had  embraced  witliia  that  treaty  subjects 
belonging  exclusively  to  the  legislature,  for  which 
an  impeachmeDt  was  publicly  suggested.  Naf 
more,  it  was  asserte'l  that  he  bad  drawn  Irom  the 
treasury,  for  bis  private  use,  more  than  the  salary 
aunesed  to  hia  ofSce."  ^ 

This  last  charge,  so  incompatible  with  the  whole 
character  and  conduct  of  Washington,  was  fully  ^ 
refuted  by  the  late  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury, 
who  explained  that  the  President  never  himself 
touched  any  part  of  the  compensation  allaclied  to 
his  office,  but  that  the  whole  was  received  and 
disbursed  by  the  gentleman  who  superintended  the 
expenses  of  his  household.  That  the  expenses 
at  some  times  exceeded,  and  at  other  times  fell 
short  of  the  quarter's  allowance  ;  bat  that  the 
aggregate  fell  within  the  allowance  for  the  year. 

At  this  time  the  General  Aitsembly  of  Mary- 
land made  a  imanimous  resolution  to  the  following 
effect:  that  "  observiug  with  deep  concern,  a 
'  See  Maralmll-s  ITmJiiiijftHi,  vgL  u.  p.  370. 
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series  of  eflbrts,  by  indirect  inninustion  or  open 
invective,  to  (let(t<:h  from  the  first  mngiatrnle  of 
the  Union,  the  well-ennuHl  confidence  of  liis  fel- 
lovT'CiiixenB;  tliev  lliink  it  their  duly  to  declare, 
and  itiey  do  hereby  declnre,  their  nnnhnted  reli- 
ance (111  the  integrity,  judgmmt,  anA  palriotnm  of 
the  Pn-siileiil  of  the  UnileJ  SrnCes." 

Ill    a    reply   (o    the    Governor   of  Mnryland, 
'Waahiiiglon  observed  :  "  At  miy  time  the  expres- 
sion of  Buch  a  Beniiinent  would  hnve  been  con- 
Bitiereil  ai  highly  hnnoniblo  and   Italtbriii^.     At 
the  preient,  when  Ibu  voice  of  nuilignnncy  is  bo 
higb-Iuned,  and  no  adempls  nre  left  iinen«ayed  to 
I  43eBlroyRll  confidence  in  the  constiluted  anihori- 
I'lies  of  this  country,  it  is  pcculiiirly  gruteful  lo  my 
taensibiliCy.     .... 

"  I  have  long  sinee  resolved,  for  the  present 
t  lime  Bt  least,  lo  let  my  calumnialora  proceed 
I  witbouE  any  notice  being  taken  of  their  invectives 
\  by  myself,  or  by  any  olhers,  with  my  pnrlicipa- 
L  tion  or  knowledge.  Tlieir  views,  I  dare  gay,  are 
L  readily  perceived  by  all  the  enlightened  and  well- 
L  d{>pO»ed  part  of  the  community  ;  and  by  tlie  rec- 
of  my  administration,  and  not  by  the  voice 
[  of  faction,  I  expect  to  be  acquitted  or  condemned 
[  bwPBfter." 

The  vindication  which  Mr.  Randolph  hiid  been 
,  pKparing,  appeared  in  December.  In  this,  he 
gave  a  nurrative  of  the  principal  events  reliiling 
to  the  case,  his  correspondence  with  the  Presi- 
denl,  nud  ihe  whole  of  the  French  minisiei'B  let- 
He  endeavored  lo  explain  Those  parts  of 
tbe  letter  which  had  brought  the  purity  of  his 
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%  but,  aa  Hm  been  observed^., 
t  t»k  (o  perform,  us  lie  wtt^ 
e  a  ne^atire,  uu)  lu  uxplalu  vagn^ 
tioQS  oooDected  witti  his 
BMH  ■■  Faacfett'*  teOer."  ' 

FMK&et  hiiMeir  fBni»b«d  the  best  vindication 
in  hi&  KXtb&eaU  abore  mentioneiJ  ;  but  it  is  iIilE- 
calt  to  reeoDctle  bis  certificate  with  tbe  langunge 
id  U«  oflicwl  tetter  to  bi«  goveramenL  We  are 
mher  jadiaed  lo  aoribute  lo  miscoiiceplions  and 
hwtj  iafcnwow  of  tbe  French  minister,  the  cao- 
atmctiMi  put  by  him  iu  bU  letter,  oa  the  coover- 
Baliaa  be  had  beU  with  Mr.  ICandoIpb. 

The  latter  injared  his  caaw  bf  the  embillered 
feelings  maoilbsied  in  his  Tiodicntioii,  aud,  the  as- 
peritjr  with  nhich  he  spoke  of  Wasliinglon  tbenj 
and  rb«where.  He  deeply  regretted  it  in  after 
life,  and  in  a  letter  lo  the  iloD.  Buslinxl  Wash- 
ington, written  in  1810.  be  wjs:  "1  du  not  re- 
tain the  smalksl  degree  of  that  feeling  which 
roused  me  SAceo  jeara  ago,  against  some  individ- 
uals. ....  If  I  could  DOW  present  my- 
self before  your  Tenerated  uncle,  it  would  be  my 
pride  to  confess  my  cunlrition,  that  1  suffered  my 
irritation.  let  tbe  cause  be  what  it  might,  lo  ude 
some  of  those  ezpresiiioDS  respecting  him,  which, 
at  this  moment  of  iiiiiiffWrenoe  to  the  ideas  of  the 
world,  I  wish  lo  recall,  as  being  iucoiisistent  with 
my  subsequent  confictioii.  My  life  will,  I  hopei 
be  sufficiently  extended  for  the  recording  of  my 
sincere  opinion  of  his  virtues  and  merit,  iu  &  style 
which  is  not  the  result  of  a  mind  merely  debili- 

1  Sou  Qf  Ur.  Sptrkj.      lt'n«Aiiijioii-»  Wriliay,  xi,  BO. 
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tutnl  by  misrorlDne,  but  of  Lhat  Chrislian  pliilos- 
ophy  oil  whicb  nlooe  I  depend  for  ioward  Ima- 
<juillity."' 

Ailer  a  considerable  mtcrval  from  tbe  resigna- 
tion of  Baiidolpli,  Culouel  Pickering  was  trans* 
ferreil  U>  the  Department  of  State,  mid  Mr. 
Jjunes  McHeury  was  apjiointed  Secretary  of  War. 
The  office  of  Aiiamey -general  becoming  vacant 
Vjr  tbe  death  of  Ur.  Bradford,  was  ofTered  to  Mr. 
Charles  Lee  of  Virginia,  and  accepted  by  bitn  on 
tlie  laat  day  of  November, 

During  the  late  agitations,  George  Washington 
Xafayelte.  the  aou  of  the  General,  had  arrived  at 
»tou  utider  the  name  of  Alotler,  accompanied 
f  his  tutor,  M.  Freetel,  and  hod  written  to  ^Vash- 
I  HpjirUing  him  of  his  arrival.  It  was  bd 
mbarru«siDg  moment  U>  Wasbington.  The  letter 
^dled  hii  deepest  sensibility,  bringing  with  it 
soilections  of  Lafayette's  merits,  services,  and 
'Terih^,  and  of  ibeir  past  friendship,  and  he  re- 
hred  to  become  "  father,  friend,  proteclnr,  nnd 
■pporler"  to  his  son.  But  he  must  proceed  with 
Fttutiou,  on  account  of  his  own  official  character 
It  Executive  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  ilie  po- 
ioti  of  Lafayette  in  regard  to  the  French  gov- 
Ciiutiun,  also  was  necessary,  not  to 
(ndtiuger  the  situation  of  ihe  young  man  himself, 
d  of  his  mother  and  friends  whom  he  had  letl 
behind.  Philadelphia  would  not  be  an  advisable 
Tcaidenoe  fur  liim  at  prt'seut,  until  it  was  sueii 
A  opinions  would  be  excited  by  his  arrival ;  as 
tWashington  nould  for  some  lime  be  abseiit  from 

>  Uuitull'i  Lift  of  WaAifgtan,  2d  edition,  vol.  U.  nuUi  xi. 
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the  scat  of  government,  while  all  the  foreign 
fimctioiiiiries  were  residing  there,  particularly 
those  or  hia  own  nation.  Wushiiigtoii  suggesleds 
therefore,  that  he  should  enter  for  the  present  as 
a  student  aX  ihe  University  in  Cambridge,  Maf«&— 
chuselts,  ami  engaged  to  pay  all  the  espeiii^es  fai* 
the  residence  there  of  himiielf  nnd  hia  tutor. 
These  and  other  auggesiiona  were  mndc  in  u  pri- 
Tnte  mid  corifidenlial  letter  to  Mr.  George  Cubol 
of  }iu»lun,  Senator  ol'  the  United  States,  whose 
1(iud  surviues  he  enlisted  in  the  matter. 

It  wns  subsequently  thought  best  that  yciiDg 
Lafiiyeite  should  proeeed  to  New  York,  and  re- 
main in  retirement,  at  the  country  house  of  a 
friend  lu  its  vicinity,  pursuing  his  studies  with 
his  tutor,  until  Washington  should  direct  other- 


XMtiiig  of  Congreu.  —  Wuliinj^on'B  Official  Suinmar)' of 
Itu  ETBDti  of  tlie  Yur.  —  Cordial  RenpoDM  of  Hi 
—  Futial  DuDuroftbs  Home.— WaahiiiBton's  Pinition 
■ud  Kacliugt  itLtli  regard  to  En^ilaad,  as  Shown  by  him- 
■df.  — Mr.  Adel  TreienU  (he  Colors  of  Fruics.  —  The 
Tr««Q'  ltelnm«l.  —  PraceKllngt  theraupon —  Thomai 
(inimor  at  London.  —  Rufu.  King 
Appointed  in  bis  [daca.  —  tVantiiiibton't  View  of  the  Polit- 
teal  Campaign.  >'Jea'cnon'»  Fran  of  an  AltEmpt  to  Sow 
tHMmiuoD  bulwmn  him  and  WaihinRlon.-^  Mr.  Monroe 
BecaJlad  and  C,  C.  Pinckney  appointed  in  hia  Slend.— 
BMBUtful  Policr  of  France. 

VN  his  Bpeecb  at  the  opening  of  the  sea- 
of  Congress  in  December,  Wash- 
_  I  ingioN  presented  ti  cheerful  sumnmry  of 
the  eventA  of  the  year.  "I  trust  1  ilo  not  deceive 
myself,"  said  he,  "  while  I  indulge  the  peranasion, 
that  I  have  never  met  you  at  auy  period  when, 
'  more  than  tit  preaeot,  the  Bilualion  of  our  public 
,  «ffsire  liaa  afforded  just  cause  for  mutual  congrnl- 
nUlion,  And  for  inviting  you  to  join  with  me  in 
profound  gratitude  to  the  Author  of  all  go<.iI,  for 
the  numerous  and  extraordinary  blessings  we 
enjoy." 

And  first  he  announced  (hat  a  treaty  had  been 
concluded  provisionally,  by  General  Wayne,  with 
the  Indiana  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  by  which  ihe 
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terminAtioii  of  tlic  long,  expeosive,  and  distre^ing 
war  wilti  tlioM  Iribes  wns  pluced  nt  the  option  nf 
the  United  Slates.  ••In  [lie  ndju^tmcnt  of  (be 
terniB,"  said  he,  "  the  sniisfactiou  of  the  Tudians 
was  deemed  an  object  worthy  no  less  of  Ihe  policjr 
tbiLD  of  the  liberality  of  the  Uiiiled  States,  as  the 
neceaani'y  basis  of  diirabls  trantjiiillLly.  This  ob- 
ject, it  is  believed,  hits  been  fully  attained.  The 
articles  agreed  upon  will  inimediaiely  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate,  for  their  consideration." ' 

A  letter  from  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  recog- 
nizing a  treaty  which  had  been  made  with  his  de- 
ceased fdther,  insured  the  continuance  of  peace 
with  that  power. 

The  terms  of  a  treaty  with  the  Dey  luid  Re- 
gency of  Algiers  had  been  adjusted  in  a  manner 
to  authorize  the  ex|iectati[in  of  a  speedy  pence  in 
that  quarter,  and  the  liberation  of  a  number  of 
American  citizens  from  a  long  and  grievous  cap- 
tivity. 

A  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion  was  antic- 
ipated of  a  negotiation  with  the  court  of  Mailrid, 
"  which  would  lay  the  foundation  of  lasting  har- 
mony with  a  power  whose  friendship,"  said  Wash- 
ington, "  we  have  uniformly  and  sincerely  desired 
to  cheriah." 

Adverting  to  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit.ain  and 
its  conditioiiHl  ratilication,  the  result  on  the  part 

1  These  preUminaiy  articles  were  conflrmod  by  ■  definitiva 
treaty  cnnclndiHl  on  the  7Ib  of  August.  Wa}*ne  recused 
tiigh  teBtiinonials  of  approbalion  both  ftoia  CongreM  and  ttia 
PnaLdent,  and  madu  a  kind  of  Iiiumpbal  entry  into  I'hila- 
delpbia  amid  the  cntliiuitutic  atuluoaliomi  of  the  peuple. 
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d  his  Britnonic  Mt^jeat^  was  yet  auknown,  bot 
^*hen  ascertaiued,  would  imiDedjatel;  be  placed 
fcefure  Congress. 

"  In  regard  to  internal  affiiirs,  every  part  of  the 
"•Jnion  gave  indications  of  rapid  and  various  ini- 
"^irovemenL  Witli  burthens  so  liglit  as  scarcely  to 
"■le  perceived;  with  resources  fully  ndeqtiate  to 
^^reseut  exigencies ;  with  goTernnieiits  foiiixlcd 
'^Dn  the  genuine  principles  of  rational  liberty;  iind 
— Trith  mild  aud  wholesome  laws,  was  it  too  much 
'Vo  say  iLat  our  country  exhibited  n  speclncle  of 
^^■utionnl  happiness  never  surpassed,  if  ever  before 
■^■qual*^  ?  " 

In  regard  to  the  late  insurrection;  "The  mis- 
led" observes  he,  "  have  abandoned  ibeir  errors, 
;*id  pay  the  respect  to  our  Constilulion  and  laws 
which  is  due  from  good  citizens  \ci  the  public 
authorities.  These  drctinuttances  have  induced 
me  to  pardon  generally  the  offenders  here  re- 
fsrred  to,  and  to  extend  rorgiveocss  to  those  who 
hod  been  adjudged  lo  capital  punishment" 

AftJiT  recommending  several  objects  lO  the  at- 
IsDtion  of  bolli  Houses,  he  concludes  by  advising 
leroperate  disiiuaaion  and  mutual  forbearance  wher- 
ever there  was  a  diflerence  of  opinion;  advice 
tage  and  salutary  on  all  occasions,  but  pariicu- 
Urly  called  for  by  the  excited  temper  of  the 
imea. 

There  was,  as  usual,  a  cordial  answer  from  the 
Senate;  but,  in  the  present  House  of  Represen- 
taltves,  as  in  the  last  one,  the  opposition  were  in 
llie  majority.  In  the  response  reported  by  a 
committee,  one   clause   expressing    undiminisbed 
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confluence  in  the  chief  mngislrale  wm  demurred 
to:  some  members  affirmed  ihnt,  witli  iheni,  it 
hnd  beeu  conHiderubly  dimiiiishcJ  b;  a  Inte  irans- 
action.  After  a  warm  aJtercniiuu,  lo  aroid  n 
rect  vote,  tlie  reaponae  was  recommitted,  and  tbe 
clause  objected  to  moditiod.  The  following  ia 
form  adopted  :  "  lu  contemplating  that  apectacle 
of  Dfttionul  happine^  which  our  countrjr  exhibits, 
and  of  which  you,  sir.  have  been  pleased  to  make 
an  interesting  summary,  permit  us  to  acknowl- 
edge and  declare  tlie  very  great  share  which  youi 
zeHlous  and  faithful  services  have  coutributeil  to 
it,  and  lo  express  the  offuctionale  attachment 
which  we  feel  for  your  character." 

The  feelicigs  and  position  of  Washingtou  with 
regard  to  England  at  this  juncture,  may  be  judged 
from  a  tetter  dated  December  22d,  lo  Gouver- 
iieur  Morris,  then  in  London,  and  who  wb! 
occasional  commiinicalion  with  Lord  Grenv 
WashiMgion  gives  a  detail  of  the  various  cat 
of  compliunt  agaiust  the  British  government  which 
were  rankling  iu  the  miuda  of  the  American 
people,  and  which  Morris  was  to  mention,  unof- 
ficially, should  he  converse  with  Lord  Greuville 
on  tbe  subject.  "I  give  you  these  detail?,"  writea 
he,  "as  evidences  of  the  impolitic  conduct  of  the 
British  governmeut  towards  these  United  Stales, 
that  it  may  be  seen  how  difficult  it  haa  been  for 
the  Executive,  under  such  an  accumulation  of  ir- 
ritating circumstances,  to  maintain  the  groucid  of 
neutridity  which  had  been  taken  ;  and  at  a  time 
whet)  the  remembrance  of  the  aid  we  hud  received 
from  France  in  the  Revolution  was  fresh  in  every 
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intnd,  ftod  nrlillt:  the  partisans  of  Iliitt  (ioniitrj'  were 
oonlinuBlly  contrasting  the  ttlfeulions  of  t/iat  peo- 
ple with  the  unfriendly  ilisposiiion  of  the  Briliih 
wigovernintnt.  Ami  that,  too,  while  their  own  Huf- 
'iriiigs,  during  the  war  with  the  latter,  liai]  not 
1  forgotten. 

*■  It  is  wtll  known  that  pence  lias  been  (to  bor- 

^w  a  modern  phrase)  the  order  of  the  day  wilh 

I,  sioce  the  disturbances  in  Eurape  Rrsi  coin- 

&Iy  policy  haa  been,  and  will  conliuae 

p  be,  while  1  have  the  honor  to  remain  in  the 

iliou,  to  niaintaiD  friendly  terms  with, 

I   be    independent  of,  all    the    nations    of   the 

;  to  sliare  in  the  broils  of  none ;  lo  fnltill 

wn  engiigempnts ;  lo  supply  the  wanlH  and 

carriers  for    Lhera   all Nothing 

lort  of  self-reapect,  and  that  justice  which  is  es- 
a  national  character,  ought  lo  iuTolve 


"  By  a  firm  adherence  to  these  principles,  and 
0  the  neulrul  policy  whicli  has  been  adopted,  I 
e  brought  on  myself  a  torrent  of  abuse  iu  tbe 
ious  papers  of  this  country,  and  fi'om  the  en- 
tity of  the  disuonteuled  of  all  descriptioiis.  But 
^ving  no  sinister  objects  in  view,  I  shall  not  be 
div«rtiMl  from  my  course  by  these,  uor  any  at- 
tempts which  are,  or  shaU  be,  made  to  wiilidraw 
IAe  confidence  of  my  constituents  from  nie.  I 
b^ve  nothing  to  ask  ;  and,  diaehargiiig  my  duty, 
^luve  nothing  to  fear  from  invective.  Tlie  aclB 
ff  my  administraiiou  will  appear  when  I  am  no 
more,  and  the  intelligent  and  candid  part  of  man- 
kind will  not  condemn  my  conduct  without  re 
earring  to  them." 
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Tlie  first  dny  of  Jannnry,  being  "  a  day  of  gen- 
eral joy  and  coDgmtuklion,"  liud  Leen  nppoinied 
by  Wtwhington  to  receive  the  uolore  of  Frauee, 
sent  out  by  the  Comraitiee  of  Safely.  Oti  ibtX 
day  they  were  presenled  by  Mr.  Adet  whh  aa 
address,  represetitiug,  in  glowing  Ungun^  Ibt 
posidon  of  France,  "  strussiing  not  only  far  her 
own  liberty,  but  for  ihut  of  the  liuman  race. 
Assimihited  to  or  rather  identified  wilb  free  peo- 
ple by  the  form  of  her  goverament,  she  saw  in 
them  only  friends  and  brothers.  Long  acoa- 
tonied  to  regard  the  American  people  as  her  most 
faithful  allieB,  she  sought  to  dran  closer  the  liei 
already  formed  in  the  fields  of  America,  under 
the  auspices  of  victory,  over  the  ruins  of  tyr- 
anny." 

Wftshington  received  the  colore  wiih  lively 
sensibility  and  a  brief  reply,  expressive  of  tba 
deep  solicitude  and  high  admiration  produced  by 
the  cveuls  of  the  French  stru^le,  and  his  joy 
that  the  interesting  revolutionary  movements  of 
so  many  years  had  issued  iu  ttie  formation  of  a 
Constitution  designed  lo  give  permanency  to  the 
great  object  contended  for. 

In  February  the  treaty  with  Great  Britaiu,  as 
modified  by  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  came  back 
ratified  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  on  the 
last  of  the  month  a  proclamation  was  iasued  by 
the  President,  declaring  it  to  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  laud. 

The  opposition  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  offended  that  Washington  should  issue 
this  proclamation  before  the  sense  of  that  body 
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bad  been  taken  on  the  subject,  and  denied  the 
power  uf  the  President  anJ  S^'tiRte  (o  complete  a 
treaty  without  its  sanction.  Tliey  were  bent  on 
dereating  it  b;  refasing  to  pass  the  laws  nece»- 
««ry  fo  caiTy  it  iuto  effect ;  and,  ns  n  preliminary, 
pused  a  ri'Eolulion  requetiling  the  Fresi'leni  to 
lay  before  tlie  House  tlie  instruction  to  Mr.  Jay, 
ud  the  correspondence  and  oiher  documents  rel- 
ative lo  ibe  treaty. 

Washington,  believing  that  these  papers  could 
Hit  be  coustitutioDnlly  demanded,  retiolved,  he 
iftid,  from  the  first  moment,  and  from  the  fullest 
conviction  of  hit*  mind,  to  resUt  the  principle, 
Irbich  was  evidently  intended  to  be  established 
by  the  call  of  the  House  ;  be  only  delibornied  on 
Ibe  mnmier  in  which  this  cuuld  be  done  with  the 
l«mt  bod  consequences. 

After  mature  deliberation  and  with  the  assisC- 

if  the  heads  of  dopartinents  and  the  Attor- 

ly-getteral,    he    prepared    and    sent    iu    to    the 

BcrtiM  an  answer  to  their  request.     In  this  he 

dwell  upon  the  uecessily  of  caution  and  secrecy 

ia  foreign   negolialions,  as  one   cogent  i*eason   for 

^reetJDg  the  power  of  making  treaties  in  the  Pres- 

wiih  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 

principle    on   which    that  body   was  ti>ruied, 

ling  it  lo  a  Bmall  number  of  members, 

>  admit  a  right  in  the  House  of  Representa- 

to  demand  and  have  nil  the  papers  i-espect- 

,  foreign  negotiation  would,  he  observed,  be 

establish  a  dangerous  precedent. 

**  It  did  not  occur  to  him,"  he   added,  "  that 

the  ittspection  of  the  papers  called  for,  could  be 
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reliLiive  to  nny  purpose  under  the  cognizance  of 
llie  Hoii!^  of  KepreseiitHtives,  except  IbuL  of  an 
impeuclimenl,  wliicii  itie  reiwluiioD  had  nut  ex- 
pressed. He  had  no  tliepositioo  to  withhold  mij 
infumiFition  which  the  dutj  of  his  stnlion  would 
permit,  or  the  public  good  ehoiild  require  to  be 
disclosed  ;  and,  iu  fact,  all  the  pupers  affuctiog 
the  negotiation  with  Gredt  Biitaiii  hail  been  laid 
before  the  Senate,  when  tlie  trettty  itself  bad 
been  communicatei]  for  their  consideration  and 
Bdvice." 

Al\er  various  further  reraarka,  be  conclnites :    ^ 

"  As,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  under 

BtftiiJing  that  the  assent  of  the  House  of  Represen 

tatiyes  la  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty  ^s 
BB  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibita  itself  ii^^ 
all  ihe  objects  rerjuiring  legislative  provision  ;  andHI 
OQ  these,  the  papers  culled  for  can  throw  no  light  ^s 
and  as  it  is  essential  to  ihe  due  ad  ministration  uf 
Ihe  government,  that  the  boundaries  lixed  by  ih^^ 
Constitution  between  the    ditfereat   depart menl«-^w 
should  be  observed,  a  just  regard  to  the  Conatiia — 
tion  nnd  to  the  duty  of  my  office,  under  all  ih^ 
ciri!i  I  instances   uf  ihla   case,  forbid  a.  compliance 
with  jour  request." 

A  resolotiou  to  make  provision  for  carrying  ih^ 
trenty  into  effect,  gave  ri»>e  to  an  animated  aniS 
protracted  debute.  Meanwhile,  ttte  whole  coun- 
try became  agitated  on  the  subject ;  meetings 
were  held  throughout  the  United  States,  ftod  it 
soon  became  apparent  that  the  popular  feeling 
was  with  the  minority  in  tlie  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, who  favored  the  making  of  the  necessary 
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IfiproprinCion^.  The  public  will  pi-evailed,  Bud, 
n  the  last  day  of  April,  the  resolution  whs  pitssed, 
iDiigh  by  u  close  vote  of  filly-onu  to  forty-eigliU 
~  wine  Difiiiilia  posl,  Mr.  Thoma);  Pinckney 
1  been  solicilou9  to  be  relieved  from  his  post 
r  Minister  Pleuipotentiiiry  ut  London,  but  the 
nibtful  issue  of  the  ttbove  dispute,  and  tbti  lijtli- 
cultv  of  finding  h  fit  aultcti tutu  for  him,  hod  caitat^ 
delay  in  the  mntter;  for,  as  Mr.  Htimilloii  ob- 
serrcjl :  "The  importance  to  our  security  and 
commerce,  of  a  good  undenilnncting  with  Greitt 
Brititin,  rendered  it  very  inijiortiiut  that  a  man 
■ble,  BDd  not  disagreeable  to  tliat  government, 
ahotild  be  there."  Such  a  man  at  length  pre- 
■enled  in  Mr.  Bufus  King,  of  New  York.  He  had 
Tindictiled  Ihe  treaty  with  his  pen  in  part  of  a  ae- 

ties  of  pnpers  signeil  CamilliiB  ;  lie  had  defemled 

^^B  by  his  manly  and    brilliant  eloquence  in  the 
^^Psnate ;   be  was  now  about  to  quit  liis  seat  in 
^^KU  body.      Uamillon,  who  knew  bini  well,  struck 
^^jff  hi»  cbarneler  admirably  in  a  letter  to  the  Pres- 
ident.    "  Mr.  King,"  writes  he,  "  is  a  remarkably 
well-informed  man.  a  very  jndii^ious  one,  a  man 
ofaddresa,  a  roan  of  forlnne  and   economy,  whose 
Ulualion  affords  just  ground  of  confidence  ;  a  man 
of  unitnpeachable  probity  where  he  is  known,  a 
firm  friend  of  the  government,  a  supporter  of  the 
tDeasnrefl   of   the   President ;   a   man   who   caimot 
bat  feel  that  he  bae  strong  pretensions  to  eonfi' 


Mr.  King  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  c 
bSth  of  May,  and  hid 
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On  the  12ih  of  iIihC  montli  Wasliiagtoij. 
leller  lo  Colonel  Huinphrey,  then  in  Purlunal, 
spenka  of  the  recent  poliiical  carapuigu :  **  Tha 
gnxelies  will  give  you  a  prettj  good  i<lea  of  tha 
state  of  politics  and  parties  in  this  country, 
will  ahoTC  yoD,  at  the  same  time,  if  Badie'e  "  Au-- 
rora "  is  among  them,  in  what  manner  I  sr 
lacked  for  persevering  steadily  in  measures  which, 
to  me,  appear  necessary  to  preserve  us,  during  Iha 
ConHicls  of  belligerent  powers,  in  a  State  of  tnm- 
quillity.  But  these  altAcka,  unjust  and  iinpli 
ant  (LS  they  are,  will  occasion  no  change  in  my 
conduct,  nor  will  they  produce  any  other  eflc 
my  mind  thau  to  in<Tease  the  solicitude  which 
long  since  has  taken  fast  hold  of  my  heart,  to  en- 
joy, in  the  Hha<les  of  retirement,  the  congnlntion 
of  believing  that  I  have  rendered  to  my  (.-ounlr^ 
every  service  to  which  my  abilitiea  were  conipfr- 
tent  —  not  from  pi-cuniary  or  arohitious  motives, 
nor  from  n  desire  to  provide  for  any  men,  further 
than  iheirintrinsic  merit  entitled  them,  and  surely 
not  wiih  a  view  of  bringing  my  own  relati 
into  office.  Malignity,  tlierefore,  oiay  dart  its 
slinks,  but  uo  earthly  power  can  deprive  me  of  tha 
BaliBfkclioD  of  knowing  that  I  have  not,  in 
whole  course  of  my  administration,  commitleij  aa 
intentional  error." 

On  the  flame  day  (June  12ih)  Jefferson,  writing 
from  his  retirement  at  Alonticello.  to  Mr.  Monroa 
in  pHris,  showed  himself  sensitive  to  the  iiitluenoe 
of  Washington's  great  popularity  in  counlerviiiliag 
party  schemes.  "  Congress  have  risen,"  write 
"  You    will  have  seen  by  their  proceedings  Iha 
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frnth  of  what  I  iilwnys  observed  to  you,  tlint  one 
Bun  outweigliH  tliuia  all  in  ilie  influenct;  orer  the 
people,  wlio  Lave  ^npporied  liis  judgment  against 
their  own  and  tliSit  of  llieir  represcntaiives.  Ite- 
publicoiiisni  must  lie  on  its  oars,  rcElgu  the  vtissel 
Id  ila  pilot,  and  Ilieiasolvea  to  wbut  counu  he 
liiiblu  best  for  tbem." 

In  BiM!lie'a"Aurora"of  June  9th,  an  anonymous 
ffrtiele  had  appenred,  discluaiog  queries  propouuJed 
by  WasbiDgloo,  in  strict  conlidencti,  to  ibe  mem- 
bera  of  the  cabinet  in  1793,  as  to  the  cuiiduct  to 
be  olwcrved  in  reference  to  England  and  Fnince. 
As  eooii  as  Jefferson  saw  tliis  article  he  wrote  to 
Washington  (June  IDtb),  disclaimiug  his  liiiving 
bad  any  concern  iu  lliat  breach  of  olticial  trusL 
"  I  have  tbnuerly  mentiooed  to  you,"  observes  he, 
•'  that  from  a  very  early  period  of  my  lile,  I  had 
laid  it  down  as  a  rule  of  couduct  never  to  write 
m  word  tor  Ilie  public  pupen.  From  this  I  Lave 
never  departed  iu  «  single  instance." 

JdStt^ton  fuj-lber  iutimnles  a  suspicion  tbat  a 
Ihtnl  party  )iad  been  endeavoring  to  sow  tares 
between  hiin  and  Wushiuglon,  by  representing 
him  (Jefierimn)  m  still  engiiged  iu  the  bui^tle  of 
eliiics,  wid  iu  turbuleuce  and  intrigue  against  the 
vminenL 

This  drew  forth  a  noble  reply  from  Wasbing- 
*  If  I  had  entertained  any  suspicions  be- 
t,"  writes  he,  "  that  llie  queries,  which  havo 
I  published  in  Baube's  paper,  proceeded  from 
ibe  assurances  jou  have  given  nie  of  tlic 
ntntry,  would  have  removed  llieiii  ;  but  (lie 
nth  ia  I  harbored  none 
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"  As  yon  have  meDtioned  the  subject  ytiurself, 
it  would  Dol  be  (rank.  canJid,  or  t'rienrlly  to  enn- 
ceal,  that  your  conduct  has  been  reprpgRiiied  m 
derogatiug  frou  thitL  opinion  I  hod  coTiceived  joa 
entertained  of  me  ;  llint  to  your  particular  rriendi 
and  couneclions  you  have  described,  and  they  have 
denounced  roe  tis  a  pertoii  under  a  dangerous  in- 
fluence ;  and  thai,  if  1  trould  listen  more  to  eome 
other  opinions,  all  would  be  well.  Mv  ttDHwer  io- 
THrisbly  has  been,  that  I  bad  never  discovered 
anything  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  JelTerBon  to  ntiea 
suspicious  io  my  mind  of  hi»  insincerily ;  thkt,  if 
he  would  relrBce  my  public  conduct  while  ho 
was  in  the  administration,  abuTidant  jiroofs  woiild 
occur  to  iiira,  that  truth  and  right  decisions  were 
the  sole  object  of  my  pursuit ;  thM  there  were  as 
many  instances  within  his  own  knowledge  of  my 
having  decided  againut  as  m  favor  of  the  opinioas 
of  the  person  evidently  alluded  to  :  and,  moreover, 
that  I  was  no  believer  in  the  infallibility  of  the 
politics  or  measures  of  any  man  living.  In  short, 
that  1  was  no  parly  man  myself,  and  the  Grsl  wish 
of  my  heart  was,  if  parties  did  esist,  to  reconcile 

"  To  this  I  may  add,  and  very  truly,  that,  until 
within  the  last  year  or  two,  I  had  no  conceptioa 
that  parties  would  or  even  could,  go  the  length  I 
have  been  witness  to;  nor  did  I  biUieve  until 
lately,  that  it  was  within  the  bounds  of  probabil' 
ity,  hardly  within  those  of  possibility,  that,  while 
I  was  using  my  utmost  exertions  to  establish  a 
national  character  of  our  own,  indepeiident,  o»  far 
as  our  obligatious  and  justice  would  permit,  of 
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^veiy  nation  of  the  enrtb,  and  wisbtii],  bj  steering 
-«  steady  course,  lo  preserve  this  country  from  the 
horrors  of  a  ilesolating  war,  I  should  he  liccused  of 
being  tlie  enemy  of  one  oBtioii,  and  subject  to  (he 
■nfloeuce  of  auothor ;  and,  to  prove  it,  that  every 
act  of  my  adrainialratiou  would  be  tortured,  and 
the  grossest  and  moat  insidious  tnisrcpresentations 
of  them  be  made,  by  giving  one  side  only  of  a 
■ubject,  and  that,  too,  in  such  exaggerated  atid 
tndeoont  terms  as  oould  scarcely  be  applied  to  a 
Kero,  a  notorious  defaulter,  or  eveu  to  a  common 
pickpocket.  But  enough  of  this  ;  1  have  already 
gone  further  in  the  express ioti  of  my  feelings  than 
I  intvnded." 

Shortly  after  the  recess  of  Congress  another 
change  was  made  in  the  foreign  diplomacy.  Mr. 
Uouroe,  when  sent  envoy  to  Fi'ance,  liiid  heen 
especially  instruclcd  to  explain  the  views  uid 
eandnclof  the  United  States  in  forming  the  Ireiuy 
with  England ;  and  had  been  amply  fumisbed 
vtlh  documents  for  the  purpose.  From  his  own 
letter*,  however,  it  appeared  that  he  had  omitted 
to  use  them.  Whether  tbb  rose  from  uudue 
Utachment  to  France,  from  mistaken  notions  of 
American  interests,  or  from  real  dislike  to  the 
trealy,  the  result  was  the  very  evil  he  bad  heen 
inetrucc«d  lo  prevent.  The  French  goveniraent 
muconceived  the  viewa  and  conduct  of  the  United 
States,  euipected  their  policy  in  regard  to  Great 
Britain,  and  when  aware  that  the  House  of  Rcp- 
rweulalivee  would  execute  the  treaty  made  by 
Jay,  became  bitter  in  their  resentment.  Symp- 
loms  of  this  appeared  in  the  capture  of  an  Ameri- 
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Cfui  raerchanttnan  by  a  Freuch  privat«er.     Undl 

these  circumstaacea   it  waa   deemed  expedient 
Washiogton  aud  his  cabinel,  to  recall  Mr.  Monra 
and  Appoint  another  American  citizen  in  his  slM 

The  person  chosen  was  Charles  Coteewoi 
Finckne^  of  South  Carolina,  elder  hrallier  oft 
lalQ  minister  to  London.  Ira  mediately  after  tl 
appointment,  which  took  place  in  July,  liispatdii 
were  received  from  Mr.  Monroe,  coramunicatiB 
complaints  which  had  been  addressed  to  hi 
against  the  American  government,  by  IVL  De 
&oiz,  French  minister  of  exterior  relations,  r 
his  reply  to  the  same.  Hi  a  reply,  though 
failed  to  change  the  policy  of  the  French  Dire 
tory,  was  deemed  able  and  satisfactory  by 
Executive.  Somewhat  later  came  a  letter  Irai 
Mr.  Monroe,  written  on  the  24th,  by  which 
appeared  that  the  long  and  conSdential  letl 
written  by  Washington  on  December  22d,  m 
cited  in  a  previous  page  of  this  chapter,  had,  I 
some  chance,  got  into  the  hands  of  the  Fluent 
Directory,  and  "  produced  ao  ill  effect." 

In  a  reply  to  Monroe,  dated  August  25l 
Washington  acknowledged  the  authenticity  of  ll 
letter,  "  but  I  deny,"  added  he,  "that  there  is  an 
thing  contained  in  it  that  the  French  goverumai 
oould  take  exception  to,  unleaa  t\\a  expression  i 
an  ardent  wish,  that  the  Dnited  Stales  might  i 
main  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  taking  ao  pi 
in  the  disputes  of  any  part  of  it,  should  have  pt 
duced  this  effect  I  abo  gave  it  as  my  opinui 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  mass  of  the  cilizeoa  i 
this  country  were  in  unison  with  mine." 


Aad  in  conclusion,  he  observes  :  "  My  conduct 
"XD  public  and  private  life,  as  it  relates  to  the  im- 
"portant  struggle  in  which  the  latter  nation 
[Frauce]  is  wgaged,  haa  been  uniform  from  the 
commence ment  of  it,  and  m&y  be  summoned  up 
ia  a  few  wonls.  I  have  always  wished  vmU  lo 
(he  French  Revolution;  that  I  have  always  given 
it  as  my  decided  opinion,  that  no  nation  hud  a 
right  lo  intermeddle  in  the  internal  concerns  of 
another ;  that  every  one  hod  a  right  to  form  and 
adopt  whatever  government  they  liked  best  to 
live  under  themselves ;  and  that,  if  this  country 
could,  cousisteully  with  its  engagements,  raninlaia 
a  strict  neutrality,  and  thereby  preserve  peace,  it 
van  bound  to  do  so  by  motives  of  policy,  interest, 
and  every  other  conaideration,  that  ought  to  actu- 
ate a  people  situated  as  we  are,  already  deeply 
in  debt,  and  in  a  convalescent  state  from  the 
struggle  we  have  been  engaged  in  ourselves. 

"  On  these  principles  I  have  steadily  and  uni- 
fonnly  proceeded,  biddiug  defiance  to  calumaies 
calculated  to  sow  seeds  of  distrust  in  the  French 
tuition,  and  to  excite  their  belief  of  au  influence 
possessed  by  Great  Britain  in  the  couucib  of  ihie 
country,  than  which  nothing  is  more  unfounded 
and  injurious."  ^ 

Still  the  reaetitful  policy  of  the  French  con- 
tinued, and,  in  October,  they  issued  an  arret  or- 
dering the  seizure  of  British  property  found  on 
hoard  of  American  vessels,  and  of  provisions  bound 
fur  England  —  a  direct  violation  of  their  treaty 
with  the  Uuited  Stales. 
1  F«  tbe  entire  latter  see  WwhingtoD'a  Wrilingi,  xU  16*. 
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IjtlE  period  for  the  preaidentinl  electi 
i  drawing  uenr,  and  greitt 
I  began  to  be  felt  tliat  Washington  woaU!J 
coiiai-tit  to  stand  for  a  third  term.  No  one,  it 
agi'eed,  bad  greater  claim  to  the  enjoyment  of  i*- 
tirement,  in  consideration  of  public  serrices  ren- 
dered :  bat  it  was  thonght  the  afTatrs  of  tbe  coun- 
try would  be  in  a  very  precarious  condition  should 
he  retire  before  tbe  ware  of  Europe  were  brought 

Washington,  however,  had  made  up  bis  mi 
irrevocably  on  the  subject,  and  resolved  to  i 
Duuiicc,  in  a  farewell  address,  his  intention  t>f 
tiring.  Such  an  instrument,  it  will  be  recollected, 
had  been  prepared  for  him  from  his  own  notes,  by 
Mr.  Madison,  when  he  had  thought  of  retiring  at 
the  end  of  his  first  term.  As  he  waa  no  louger  m 
confidential  intimacy  with  Mr.  Madison,  he  turned 
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Blr.  Hamilton  ns  liia  ocIvUer  and  coadjut 
d  Bppenra  to  liave  ooiisalted  him  oa  the  subject 
enrly  in  the  prestiiit  year ;  for,  in  a  letter  daWd 
Kew  York,  Mu;  lOtli,  HnmiltoD  nrites:  "  Whea 
last  ID  Pbilndt'Iiihio.  yon  nieiitioned  to  me  your 
wiali  that  I  should  re-dress  a  certaiu  paper  which 
you  bad  prepared.  As  il  b  important  that  a 
thing  of  this  kind  ahautd  be  done  with  greni  cars 
and  much  at  leLiure,  touched  and  retouched,  I 
Bubrait  a  nish  that,  as  euon  as  you  have  ^iveu  it 
ihe  body  you  menu  it  to  have,  it  may  be  sent  t» 
me." 

The  paper  was  accordingly  sent  on  the  I5th  of 
Mav,  iu  its  rough  slate,  altered  in  one  part  since 
HainilloD  had  seen  it.  "  If  you  should  think  it 
beM  to  throw  the  whole  into  a  dilferent  form," 
writes  Washington,  "  iet  me  request,  uotwiib- 
■(■nding,  lliat  my  dratl  may  be  returned  to  me 
(ttloDg  with  yours)  with  snch  amendments  and 
eorrectiona  as  lu  render  it  as  perfect  as  the  forma- 
tion is  susceptible  of;  curtailed  if  too  verbose, 
and  relieved  of  all  tautology  not  necessary  to  en- 
force the  ideas  in  Uie  original  or  quoted  part.  My 
wiah  is  that  the  whole  may  appear  iu  a  plain 
slyle :  and  be  handed  to  the  public  in  an  honest, 
imatfected,  simple  garb." 

We  forbear  to  go  into  the  vexed  question  con- 

ling  this  address ;   how  much   of  it  is  founded 

Washington's    original  "  notes  and  heads  of 

much  was  elaborated  by  Madison, 

and  how  much  is  due  to  Hamilton's  recasting  and 

Kvisioo.     The  whole  came  under  the  Bupervieioa 

iliiqgloa ;  and  the  instnunent,  as  submitted 
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oioua  abuse  of  him  which  the  oppoaition  vaa 
"poaring  forth  onder  the  idea  that  he  would  be  a 
candidate  for  a  reDominfttion.  "  It  will  serve  aa  a 
U^ukI,  like  the  dropping  of  a  hat,  fi>r  Ilm  parly 
rsceta  to  start,"  writes  Fisher  Ames,  "  and  I  ex- 
pect a  great  deal  of  noiae,  whippiug  aiu!  spurriiig." 
Congress  formed  a  quorum  on  the  fifth  day  of 
December,  the  first  day  of  the  session  which  suc- 
ceeded llio  publicHlion  of  the  Farewell  Address. 
Od  the  7lli,  Waahinglon  met  tbe  two  Houses  of 
CoiigretiG  for  the  Inst  time. 

In  his  speech  he  recommended  on   tnslitntioD 
for  the  improvement   of  agriculture,  a   military 
academy,  a  national  university,  ami  a  gradual  in- 
CreHse  of  the  oavy.     The  dispates  with  France 
were  made  the  anhject  of  the  following  remarks  : 
"  While  in  our  external  relations  some  serious  in- 
oonveniencea  and  emlmrrassmenls  liave  been  over- 
come und  olliera  lessened,  it  is  with  much  pain 
and  deep  regret  I  mention  that  circumstances  of 
s  very  unwelcome  nature  have  lately  occurred. 
Our  trade  has  suffered  and  is  sufieriiig  extensive 
ujuries  in  the  West  Indies  from  the  cruisers  and 
agents  of  the  French  Kepiiblic;  and  communica- 
tions have  been  received  from  its  minister  here, 
which  indicate  the  danger  of  a  further  dialurbanue 
^Lnf  our  commerce  by  its  authority;  and  wliich  are 
^^k  other  respects  far  from  agreeable.     It  has  been 
^mny  constant,  sincere,  and  earnest  wish,  in   conlbr- 
mity  with  that  of  our  nation,  to  maintain  cordial 
harmony  and  a  perfectly  fi'ieiidly  understanding 
with  that  republic    This  wish  remains  unabated ; 
Vid  I  shall  persevere  in  tbe  endeavor  to  fulfill  it  to 
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the  iitmoBt  exrent  of  wlml  shall  be  coiisistent  whli 
a  jusl  and  iiidispeiiSHble  regard  lo  [hu  rigiits  aud 
honor  of  our  coimlry  ;  nor  will  I  easily  oease  W 
cherish  Ihe  expectation,  that  a  spirit  of  juBtice, 
catidor,  and  friendship,  on  the  pert  of  the  Et«put>> 
lie,  will  eventually  insnre  suoeess. 

"  In   pursuing  this   course,  however,   I   cannot 
forget  what  is  due  to  Ihe  diameter  of  our  govern-  ' 
ment  and  iiatiou ;  or  to  a  full  and  entire  conlidenos 
in  the  good  sense,  patriotism,  self-respect,  and  for- 
titude of  my  countrymen." 

Li  concluding  his  uddrees  he  observes,  "  Tha 
aitutttion  in  whicli  I  now  stand  for  the  last  time 
in  the  miibl  of  the  represetilatives  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  nnturaily  recalls  Ihe  period 
when  tlie  ndmiuietrRtion  of  the  present  form 
government  commeneed,  and  I  cannot  omit 
oceasion  lo  conpralulnto  you  and  my  country  ob 
the  success  of  the  experiment,  nor  to  repeat  my 
fervent  supplications  lo  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
universe  and  Sovereign  Arbiter  of  nations,  tliHt 
his  provideuiial  care  may  be  «lill  extended  ti 
United  States  ;  Iluit  the  virtue  and  happiness  of 
the  people  miiy  be  preserved,  and  ihiit  the  govern- 
ment which  they  have  instititted  for  the  prolection 
of  their  liberties  may  be  perpetual." 

The  Seoate,  in  their  reply  to  the  ai]dre.>s. 
concurring  in  its  views  of  the  national  prosperitjt, 
as  resulting  from  the  excellence  of  the  constiiu- 
tional  system  and  the  wisdom  of  the  legislative 
provisions,  addt^d,  that  they  would  be  delidetit  ' 
gratitude  and  justice  did  they  not  attrihute  a.  gre«t 
portion  of  these  advautages  to  the  virtue,  firm- 
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i,  and  taleDts  of  his  adminiBtmiion,  onuspicn- 
onsly  displnjvd  in  the  most  trying  times,  and  on 
tbe  most  critical  occaaiotis. 

It«c«Uiag  his  drduons  services,  civil  nnd  mili- 
Lary,  as  well  during  the  struggles  of  the  Bevnla- 
tJoa  as  in  the  oonvuleive  period  of  a  Inier  date, 
t.heir  warmest  atfectbus  and  auicious  regards 
accompany  him  in  his  approaching  relire- 


"  The  most  effectual  consolation  (hat  can  offer 
I  fer  the  loss  we  are  about  to  sustain,  arises  from 
tfie  animating  reflection,  that  the  influence  of  your 
example  will  extend  to  your  successors,  and  the 
tJtiited  States  thus  continue  to  enjoy  an  able, 
upright,  and  energetic  administration." 

The  reply  of  the  House,  after  premising  atten- 
tion to  the  various  subjects  recommended  to  their 
consideration  in  the  address,  concluded  by  a  warm 
.  expression  of  gratitude  and  admiration,  inspired 
I  tj  the  virtues  and  services  of  the  President,  by 
Ilia  wisdom,  firmness,  moderation,  and  .magnantm^ 
ity ;  and  testifying  lo  ihe  deep  regret  with  which 
Ihey  contemplated  his  intended  retirement  from 
cffice. 

"  May  you  long  enjoy  that  liberty  which  is  so 
I  dear  lo  you,  and  to  which  your  name  will  ever 
t  In  so  dear,"  added  they.  "  May  your  own  vir- 
Ine  and  a  nation's  prayers  obtain  the  happiest 
■Dnsbine  for  the  decline  of  your  days,  and  the 
eboicest  of  fliture  blessings.  For  our  country's 
Wtke,  and  for  the  sake  of  republican  liberty,  it  is 

Clhat  your  example  may  be  the 
iccessora ;  and  thus,  afler  being 
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the  oraament  and  aafeguard  of  the  present  age, 
become  the  patrimoa^  of  our  desceudanls." 

Objections,  Lowever,  were  made  to  some  parts 
of  the  reply  by  Mr.  Giles,  of  Virginia.  He  was 
for  expunging  such  parts  as  eulogized  the  preft- 
eot  aitministratiou,  spoke  of  the  wisdom  and  firm- 
nesB  of  Washington,  and  regretted  his  retiring 
from  office.  He  distipproved,  he  stud,  of  the 
meosureB  of  the  administration  with  respect  to 
foreign  relations ;  he  believed  its  want  of  wis- 
dom and  lirmness  had  conducted  the  nation  to  a 
crbis  threatening  greater  calamity  tbau  any  thtit 
had  before  occurred.  He  did  not  regret  the 
President's  retiring  from  office.  He  believed  the 
government  of  the  Dnited  States  was  founded  on 
the  bi'oad  basis  of  the  people,  that  they  were 
competent  to  their  own  government,  ruid  the  re- 
maining of  no  man  in  office  was  necessary  to  the 
succesa  of  that  government.  The  people  would 
truly  be  in  a  calamitous  eituation.  if  one  man 
were  esseulial  to  the  existeuce  of  ibe  govern- 
ment. He  was  convinced  that  the  United  States 
produces  a  thousand  citizens  capable  of  filling  the 
presidential  chair,  and  he  would  trust  to  the 
disoemmeut  of  the  people  for  a  proper  choice. 
Though  the  voice  of  all  America  should  declare 
the  President's  retiring  as  a  calamity,  he  oould 
not  join  in  the  declaration,  because  be  did  not 
conceive  it  a  misfortune.  He  hoped  the  Presi- 
dent would  be  bappy  in  his  retirement,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  retire.' 

1  See  Mr.  Giles'  speech,  as  reported  ia  the  Atrrom  Devi- 
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Twelve  members  voted  for  expunging  thoge 
parts  of  llie  reply  la  which  Mr.  Giles  had  ob- 
jected. Among  ihe  names  of  theae  members 
find  that  of  Andrew  JackaoQ,  a  young  man, 
twenty-nine  years  of  age.  as  yet  unknown  to 
,  and  who  had  recently  taken  his  seat  tiS 
delegate  from  the  newly  admitted  State  of  Ten- 
se. The  vote  in  favor  of  the  whole  reply, 
however,  wae  overwhelming. 

The  reverence  and  affectioa  expressed  for  him 

both   Houses  of  Cougresa,  and  their  regret  at 

I    intended    retirement,  were    in    unison    with 

lesdraonials  from  various  State  legislatures  and 

rtber  public  bodies,  which  were  contiimally  ar- 

living  since  the  publication  of  his  Farewell  Ad- 

iae. 

During  the  autual  session  of  Congress,  Wash- 
ington endeavored  to  prevent  the  misunderstand- 
which  were  in  danger  of  being  augmented 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  gov- 
ernment. In  the  precediug  month  of  November, 
Ur.  Adct,  the  French  minister,  had  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretory  of  8tate,  recapitulating 
the  oompiainta  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States  made  by  his  predecessors  and  him- 
adf,  denouncing  the  imidious  proclamation  of 
Beatrality  and  the  wrongs  growing  out  of  it,  and 
using  language  calculated  to  inflame  the  parti- 
of  France :  a  copy  of  which  letter  had  been 
to  the  press  for  publication.  One  of  the 
immediate  objects  he  had  in  view  io  timing  the 
pablicatioQ,  was  supposed  by  Washington  to  be 
Io  produce  an  efiect  on  the  presidential  election ; 


his  ultimate  object,  to  eetablieh  such  an  influence 
ill  the  country  as  to  sway  the  goTerument  and 
control  its  meafiurea.  Early  in  January,  1797, 
tbereforo,  Washington  reqnested  Mr.  Pickering, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  adilresa  a  letter  lo  Mr. 
Pinokney,  United  Stales  miniaier  to  France,  sla- 
ting all  the  complainta  alleged  by  tlie  French 
miuisler  against  the  government,  examining  and 
reviewiug  the  same,  and  accompanying  the  state- 
ment with  a  collection  of  letters  and  papers  re- 
lating to  the  transactions  therein  adverted  to. 

"  From  a  desire,"  writes  he,  "  that  the  state- 
ments be  full,  fair,  calm,  and  argnmenlative.  with- 
oal  B^erity  or  anything  more  irritating  in  the 
comments  that  the  narration  of  fikcts,  which  ex- 
pose unfounded  charges  and  assertions,  iloes  itself 
produce,  I  have  wished  that  the  tetter  to  Ur. 
Finckuey  may  be  revised  over  and  over  again. 
Much  depends  upon  it,  as  it  relates  to  ourselves 
and  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  whatever  may  be 
the  effect,  as  it  respects  the  governing  powers  of 

The  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney.  with  its  accompa- 
nying documents,  was  laid  before  Congress  on  the 
19th  of  January  (1797),  to  be  transmitted  lo  that 
minister.  "  The  immediate  object  of  his  mission," 
says  Washington  in  a  spedal  message,  "  was  to 
make  that  government  such  explanaiions  of  the 
principles  and  conduct  of  our  own,  as  by  mani- 
ifesling  our  good  faith,  might  remove  all  jealousy 
and  discontent,  and  maintain  that  harmony  and 
good  understanding  with  the  French  Bepublic^ 
which  it  has  been  my  coostast  solicitude  to  pre- 
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serve.  A  government  which  required  only  a 
^uowled^  of  iha  triUh  to  jualify  its  meaaures, 
«%iild  but  be  anxious  lo  have  this  fully  and 
£iuikly  dispUyed." 

Id  the  month  of  February  the  votes  taken  at 
VJie  recent  election  were  opened  and  counted  in 
OongresA ;  when  Mr.  Adain»,  having  the  highest 
Kimuber.  was  declared  President,  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
eoiL,  having  the  uest  number.  Vice  President ; 
'Vheir  terra  of  fonr  years  to  commence  on  tlie  4lh 
W  March  next  ensuing. 

Wasbinglon  now  began  to  count  the  days  and 
lioura  that  intervened  between  him  and  liis  re- 
tirement. On  the  day  preceding  it,  he  writes  to 
lusold  lelkiw-soldier  and  polttioal  coadjutor,  Henry 
Knox :  "  To  the  wearied  traveller,  who  sees  a 
Ksting-place,  and  is  bending  his  body  to  lean 
thereon,  I  now  compare  myself;  but  to  Ije  suf- 
fered to  do  this  in  peace,  is  too  much  to  be  eo- 
dared  by  some.  To  misrepresent  my  motives, 
to  reprobate  my  politics,  and  to  weaken  the  con- 
fidence which  has  been  reposed  in  my  adrainiB- 
tra^oo,  are  objects  which  cannot  be  relinquished 
by  those  who  will  be  satiafled  with  nothing  short 
of  a  change  in  our  political  system.  The  conso- 
lation, however,  which  results  from  conscious  reo- 
titode,  and  the  approving  voice  of  my  country, 
nneqnivocally  expressed  by  its  representatives, 
B  tbeir  sting  of  its  poison,  and  place  in  the 
e  point  of  view,  both  the  weakness  and  mar 
ligaily  of  their  efforts. 

"  Although  the  prospect  of  retirement  ia  most 
grateful  to  my  soul,  and  I  have  not  a  wish  to 
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mix  again  in  the  great  world,  or  to  parbike  id 
its  politics,  jet  I  am  not  without  mj  regrela  at 
pEUling  with  (perhaps  never  more  to  meet)  the 
few  intimates  whom  I  love,  and  among  theae,  be 
assured,  you  are  one.  ....  The  remaiuder 
of  my  life,  which  in  the  course  of  uature  cannot 
be  long,  will  be  occupied  in  rural  amusements  ; 
and  though  I  shall  Kclude  myself  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  noisy  and  bustling  world,  noua 
would,  more  than  myself,  be  regaled  by  the  cora- 
pauy  of  [hose  I  esteem,  at  Mount  Vernon  ;  more 
than  twenty  miles  from  which,  after  I  arriTe 
there,  it  is  not  likely  that  I  shall  ever  be." 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  Slarch,  the  last 
day  of  his  official  career,  Washington  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secrelary  of  State  on  the  subject  of 
the  spurious  letters,  heretofore  mentioned, '  first 
published  by  the  British  in  1776,  and  subse- 
quently repuhlialied  during  his  admuiistmtion,  by 
some  of  his  political  enemies.  He  had  suffered 
every  att^ack  on  his  executive  conduct  to  pass  nn- 
noticed  while  he  remained  in  public  life,  but  cuit- 
ceived  it  a  justice  due  to  his  character  solemuly  to 
pronounce  those  letters  a  base  forgery,  and  he  de- 
sired that  the  preseut  letter  might  be  "  depoailed 
in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State,  as  a  tes- 
timony to  the  truth  to  the  present  generation  and 
to  posterity." 

On  the  same  day  he  gave  a  kind  of  farewell 
dinner  to  ihe  foreign  ministers  and  their  wives, 
Ur.  and  Mrs.  Adams,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  other 
oooaplcuous  personages  of  both  sexes.     **  During 

1  life  of  Wailiiiigton,  vol-  iii.  S*o.  p.  360, 361. 
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the  dinner  much  hilarity  prevailed."  sajs  Bishop 
While,  who  was  preaent.  When  the  cloth  was 
reinoTed  Washington  filled  his  glass  :  "  Ladies 
and  gentlemen."  said  he,  "  this  ib  the  laat  time  I 
shall  drink  your  health  an  a  public  mnti ;  I  do  it 
it  with  sincerity,  wishing  you  all  possible  happi- 

The  gayety  of  the  company  was  checked  in  an 
instant ;  all  felt  the  importance  of  this  leave- 
tftking ;  Mrs.  Lbton,  the  wife  of  the  British  min- 
i8t«r,  was  so  much  affected  that  tears  streamed 
down  her  cheeks. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  nu  immense  crowd  had 
gathered  about  Congress  Hal).  At  eleven  o'clock, 
Mr.  Jefferson  took  the  oath  as  Vice  President  in 
the  presence  of  the  Seiiale ;  and  proceeded  ivith 
tbat  body  to  the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives,  which  was  densely  crowded,  many 
I  ladies  occupying  chairs  ceded  to  them  by  mem- 
After  a  time,  Washington  entered  amidst  en- 
'  ikuBiostic  cheers  and  acclamations,  and  the  waving 
of  handkerchiefs.  Mr.  Adams  soon  followed  and 
s  likewise  weU  received,  but  not  with  like  en- 
thuaiaam.  Having  taken  the  oath  of  ofBce,  Mr. 
Adorns,  in  his  inaugural  address,  sjMke  of  his  pre- 
decessor as  one  "  who,  by  a  long  course  of  great 
KCtioas,  regulated  by  prudence,  justice,  teniper- 
ftnoe,  and  fortitude,  bad  merited  the  gratitude  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  commanded  the  highest  praises 
of  foreign  nations,  aud  secured  immortal  glory 
with  posterity." 

At  the  close  of  the  ceremony,  as  Washington 
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moved  towan)  the  door  to  retire,  lliere  ' 
from  the  gallery  Ui  the  corridor  that 
the  loss  of  life  or  limb,  so  eager  were  the  tluxmg 
to  oUch  a  last  look  of  ooe  who  hod  ao  long  been 
the  obji?ct  of  public  veneration.  When  Wa«h- 
ingtou  WIS  in  tite  street  be  waved  bis  hat  in  re- 
turn for  the  cheers  of  the  multitude,  his  oobd- 
ten&cce  railiuDt  with  benignity,  his  gray  hura 
streamlug  iu  the  wind.  The  crowd  followed  him 
\o  hia  door ;  there,  turmog  round,  his  conntensnce 
assumed  a  grave  and  almost  mt^lancholj  expw^ 
EJon,  bis  eyes  were  bathed  in  tears,  his 
were  loo  great  for  otteranoe,  and  only  by 
could  he  indicate  his  thanks  and  t»nvey  ' 
well  blessing. ' 

In  the  ereaiog  a  splendid  banquet 
to  him  by  ihi;  jirindpal  inhabitants 
delphia  iti  the  Amphitheatre,  which  waa 
with  emblematical  painlitigs.  All  the 
departTneols,  the  foreign  ministers,  several  officers 
of  the  late  army,  and  various  persons  of  note, 
were  present.  Among  the  paintings,  one  repre- 
sented the  home  of  his  heart,  the  home  Xa  which 
he  was  about  to  hasten  —  Mount  Vemou. 


le  hewb  tl 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

'^aahin^ton  at  Mount  Vernon.  —  Influx  of  Strange  F«ceB. — 
L-awrenoe  Lewis.  —  SI iw  Nelly  Cuslls.  —  WaihiuBtoD's 
OouqkI  ill  Love  Millera.  —  A  Romantic  Episode.  —  Bcluni 
T  GeoTge  Washington  Lafajelle. 

[jIS  official  career  being  terminated,  Waah- 
ington  set  off  for  Mount  Vernun  ac- 
couipaDied  by  Mrs.  Washingtou,  Ler 
g*"a«iil-daugliler  Miss  Nelly  Custia,  and  George 
W"jMhington  Lufayette,  with  hia  preceptorB. 

Of  the  enthusiastic  devotion  manifested  to- 
^a-ptis  hira  wherever  he  pasaed,  he  Inkea  the  fol- 
lowriug  brief  and  characteristic  notice :  "  The 
■^•ditiotis  we  met  with  on  our  journey  were  very 
flattering,  and  to  some,  whose  minds  are  differ- 
™tJy  formed  from  mine,  would  have  been  hifulily 
""Jished ;  but  I  avoided,  in  every  inBlance  where 
i  bad  any  previous  notice  of  the  intention,  and 
"■^^^Id,  by  earnest  entreaties,  prevail,  all  parade 
■nd  escorta." 

He  is  at  length  at  Mount  Vernon,  that  huveu 
°'  f^poae  to  which  he  had  so  often  turned  a  wish- 
"^  *ye,  throughout  his  agitated  and  anxious  lite, 
"•^d  irhere  he  trusted  to  pass  quietly  and  serenely 
"*^  remainder  of  his  days.  He  finds  himself 
wiwever,  "  in  the  situation  of  a  new  beginner ; 

*Ot^  V.  19 
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almost  evervthing  about  him  required  considera- 
ble repurs ;  anil  a  house  is  iininediately  U>  be 
boilt  for  the  reception  and  safe  keeping  of  bis 
military,  civil,  and  private  papers."  "  Id  a  word." 
writes  he.  "  I  am  already  sarroiinded  by  joiners, 
maaous,  atid  painters,  aud  such  is  my  anxiety  to 
be  out  of  their  baadfl,  that  I  have  scarcely  a  roam 
to  put  a  friend  into,  or  to  flit  in  myself,  witJioat 
the  music  of  hammers  and  the  odoriferous  soeut 
of  painl." 

Still  he  is  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  as  the  spring 
opens  the  rural  beauties  of  the  country  exert  (heir 
swecteuiug  influence.  In  a  letter  to  his  friend 
Oliver  Wolcolt,  who.  as  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, was  siill  acting  on  "  the  great  theatre."  he 
adverts  but  briefly  to  public  affairs.  '■  For  my- 
self," adds  he,  exultingly,  "  having  turned  nude 
from  the  broad  walks  of  political  into  the  nnrmw 
paths  of  private  life.  I  shall  leave  it  with  tbow 
whose  duty  it  in  to  consider  subjects  of  this  sort* 
and,  as  every  good  citizen  ought  lo  do,  coufonn 
to  whatsoever  the  ruling  powers  shall  decide 
To  make  and  sell  a  little  flour  annually,  to  repair 
houses  ^ing  fast  to  ruin,  to  build  one  for  the  t 
cority  of  my  papers  of  a  public  nature,  and  to 
myself  in  agricultural  aud  rural  pursuits, 
will  constitute  employment  for  the  few  years  I 
have  to  remain  on  this  terrestrial  glohe.  If.  also. 
I  could  now  and  then  meet  the  frietuls  I  es(«ein, 
it  would  fill  the  measure  and  add  zest  to  i 
joymeuts ;  but  if  ever  this  happens,  it  must  be 
under  my  own  vine  atid  Ug^tree,  as  1  do  not  think 
it  probable  that  1  shall  go  beyond  twenty  miles 
from  them." 
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And    again,  to  another  friend  he  indiilgi?^  in 

ylwiBaiit  tuitlciputioTis :  "  R«iired  from  onla^  iiiy~ 

•elf  Hnil  the  re?ponsibilil7  altuched   Ut   public  em- 

rloyment,  my  hours  will  ^WAe  smoothly  on.     My 

teeX.  wiahe?,  liowevsr,  for   the  piiwperily  of  onr 

louiitry  will  nlwaya  have  the  firat  place  in  my 

'fthoaghta ;  while  to  repair  buildiogs  and  to  eulti- 

^sie  my  farms,  which  require  cIobc  altenlion,  will 

wcnpy  the  few  years,  perhaps  days,  I  may  be  a 

sojourner  here,  as  I  am  now  Id  the  sixty-Gflb  year 

of  my  per^riaation  llirough  life,"' 

A  letter  to  his  friend  Jamea  McHenry,  Secre- 
tory of  War,  fumishcB  a  picture  of  his  every-dny 
lif&  "  I  ani  indebted  to  you,"  writes  he,  "  for 
eeveraJ  unacknowledged  leltent ;  but  never  mind 
thftt ;  go  on  as  if  you  had  answers.  You  are  at 
the  source  of  information,  and  can  find  many 
Uibigti  to  relate,  while  I  liave  nothing  to  say  that 
eould  either  inform  or  amuse  a  Secretary  of  War 
in  Philadelphia.  I  might  tell  him  that  I  begin 
my  diurnal  course  with  the  sun  ;  that,  if  my  hire- 
Ungs  are  not  iu  their  places  at  that  time,  I  send 
diem  RiMMiges  of  sorrow  for  their  indiaposition ; 
that,  having  put  iliese  wheels  in  motion,  I  exam- 
ine the  state  of  things  further;  that  the  more  they 
sre  probeil  the  deeper  I  find  the  wounds  which 
my  buildings  have  sustained,  by  au  absence  and 
and  neglect  of  eight  years  ;  that  by  the  time  I 
iMve  accomplished  these  matters,  breakfast  (a  lit- 
tle after  seven  o'clock,  about  the  time  I  preauTne 
jou  are  taking  leave  of  Mrs.  McHenry)  is  ready  ; 
IliAt,  this  being  over,  I  mount  my  horse  and  ride 

I  UllEt  to  Wm.  Uoilti.      Wrilitigi,  li.  199. 
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round  my  fm-ms,  which  employs  me  until  it  is 
lime  to  (Irexs  for  dinner,  at  which  I  rerulj  iniaa 
aeeiag  siraiigo  faces,  come  as  they  aay  out  of  re- 
spect to  me.  Pray,  would  not  the  word  curiosity 
answer  a.'i  well  ?  And  how  different  this  from 
having  a  few  social  frieuds  at  a  cheerliil  board ! 
The  usual  time  of  sitting  at  table,  a  walk,  and  t«a 
bring  me  within  the  dawn  of  candle  light ;  previ- 
ous to  which,  if  not  prevented  by  company,  I  re- 
solve that,  as  soon  as  the  glimmering  taper  sup> 
plies  tlie  place  of  the  great  luminary,  t  will  retire 
to  my  writing  table  and  acknowledge  the  lelUrs 
I  have  received  ;  but  when  the  lights  are  brought 
I  feel  tired  and  diaiuclined  to  engage  in  this  work, 
conceiving  that  the  nest  night  will  do  as  well. 
The  next  night  comes  and  with  it  ibe  same 
causes  for  postponement,  and  so  on.  Having 
^veii  you  the  history  of  a  day,  it  will  serve  for  a 
year,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  require  a 
second  edition  of  it.  But  it  may  strike  you  thai 
in  this  detail  no  mention  is  made  of  any  portion 
of  time  allotted  for  reading.  The  remark  would 
be  just,  for  I  have  not  looked  into  a  book  t<ince  I 
came  home;  nor  shall  I  he  able  to  do  it  until  I 
have  discharged  my  workmen ;  probably  not  be- 
fore (he  nights  grow  longer,  when  possibly  I  may 
be  looking  in  Doomsday  Book." 

In  his  solitary  rides  about  Mount  Vernon  and 
its  woodlands,  fond  and  melancholy  thoughts  would 
occaBionally  saddeu  the  landscape  as  his  mind  re- 
verted to  past  times  and  early  associates.  Id  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  S.  Fairfax,  now  in  Enghuid,  ha 
writes  :  "  It  is  a  matter  of  sore  regret  when  least 
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wny  eyes  towanlB  Belvoir.  which  I  orten  io,  to  re- 
flect that  the  former  iuhabiianta  of  it,  with  whom 
vre  lived  in  such  harmoDy  nnd  friendship,  uo  lon- 
^r  reside  there,  anil  the  ruins  only  can  be  viewed 
as  the  niomctitoeH  of  former  pleasures." 

The  influx  of  strange  faces  alluded  U>  in  the 
letter  to  Mr.  McHeiiry,  soon  became  overwhelm- 
iug.  and  Washiagton  felt  the  necessily  of  having 
some  one  at  hand  to  relieve  him  from  a  part  of 
the  self-imposed  duties  of  Virgitiia  hospiTslity. 

With  this  view  he  bethought  himself  of  his 
nephew.  Lawrence  Lewis,  ihe  same  who  had 
gained  favor  with  him  by  volunteering  in  the 
Western  expedition,  and  accompanying  General 
Knox  as  aide-de-camp.  lie  accordingly  nddressed 
a,  letter  to  him  in  which  he  writes :  "  Whenever 
it  is  convenient  to  you  to  make  this  place  your 

home,  I  tthall  be   glad    to  see  you 

As  both  your  aunt  aijd  I  are  in  ihe  decline  of 
life.  And  regular  in  our  habits,  especially  in  our 
boun  of  rising  and  going  lo  bed,  I  require  some 
person  (fit  and  proper)  to  ease  me  of  (lie  trouble 
of  entertaining  company,  particularly  of  nights, 
aa  it  my  inclination  to  retire  (and  unless  pre- 
vented by  very  particular  company,  I  always  do 
retire),  either  lo  bed  or  to  my  study  soon  after 
candle  light.  In  taking  those  duties  (which  hos- 
intality  obliges  one  to  bestow  on  company)  off  my 
.t  would  render  me  a  very  acceptiible  aer- 

ivitation,  Lnwrence 
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MoUQt  Vtcnon.  The  )>lHce  at  lliia  time  poa> 
sessed  uttractioiis  for  gay  as  well  ae  grave,  lutd 
was  oflen  enlivened  by  youug  LKitupHiiy.  One 
great  altractiou  wns  Miss  Nelly  Cuslis  Mra. 
Washiiiglon'B  grand -da  ugliler,  wlio,  witb  ber 
brother  GSeorge  W,  P,  Custis,  had  been  adopled 
by  the  geiieriJ  at  their  father's  death,  when  they 
were  quite  diildreii,  and  brought  up  by  him  with 
the  Rio9t  affectionate  care.  He  was  foticl  of  chil- 
dren, especially  girh ;  as  lo  boys,  with  all  his  spirit 
of  commnnd,  lie  fotmd  lliein  at  times  eomewbat  lin- 
go veniabli.'.  1  can  govern  men,  would  he  say, 
but  I  cannot  govern  boys.  Miss  Nelly  had  grown 
up  under  the  special  eye  of  her  grandmother,  to 
wbnm  she  was  devotedly  attached,  and  who  was 
particuliir  in  enforcing  her  observance  of  all  her 
IcBsous,  H8  well  as  instructing  her  in  ibe  aris  of 
housekeeping.  She  was  a  great  favorite  with  the 
general ;  whom,  as  we  have  before  observed, 
she  delighted  wilh  her  gay  whims  and  sprightly 
sallies,  often  overcoming  his  habitual  gravity,  and 
surprising  him   into  a   hearty  laugh. 

She  was  »ow  maturing  into  a  lovely  aitd  st> 
tractive  woman,  and  the  attention  she  received 
began  to  awaken  some  solicitude  in  the  genenJ'a 
mind.  This  is  evinced  in  a  half-sporiive  leUer 
of  advice  written  to  her  during  a  temjiorary  ab- 
sence from  Mount  Vernon,  when  she  was  about 
to  make  her  first  appearance  at  a  ball  at  George- 
town. It  is  curious  aa  a  sjiecimen  of  Washing- 
ington's  counsel  in  love  matters.  It  would  ap- 
pear tlutt  Miss  Nelly,  to  allay  his  aolitdtude.  bitd 
already,  ia  her  correspondence,  professed  ■'  a  per- 
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t  apathy  toward  [he  youth  of  the  present  day, 
a  deMrmiDation  never  to  give  herself  a  mo- 
!»  uueosmess  on  account  of  any  of  them." 
FashingCoD  doubted  the  firmness  and  conBtaucy 
of  her  resolves,  '■  Men  and  women,"  writes  he, 
"  feel  the  same  inclination  towards  each  other 
■noto  that  they  always  have  done,  and  which  they 
will  coDtinne  to  do,  until  there  is  a  new  order  of 
tluDgs  ;  and  yoD  as  others  have  done,  may  tind 
that  the  passions  of  your  sex  are  easier  raised 
than  aUayed.     Do  not,  therefore,  boast  too  soon 

nor  loo  strongly  of  your  insensibility 

Love  b  said  to  be  an  involuntary  passion,  and  it 

i%  therefore,  contended  thai  it  canant  be  resisted. 

H^This  is  true  in  part  only,  fbr  like  all  things  else, 

^n4ien  nourished  and  supplied  plentifully  with  ali- 

^Rbent,  it  is  rapid  iti  its  progress  ;  but  let  these  be 

^^4nthdrawn,  and  it  may  be  stifled  in  its  birth,  or 

mnch  stinted  in   its  growth.     ....     Al* 

though  we  cannot  avoid^nl  impreasions,  we  may 

Wuredly  place  them  under  guard 

^■SFhen  the  fire  is  beginning  to  kindle  and  your 
^■HTt  growing  warm,  propound  these  questions  to 
^^K  Who  is  thin  invader  ?  Have  I  a  competent 
^Tfenowledgc  of  him  ?  Is  he  a  man  of  good  char- 
acter ?  A  man  of  eense  ?  For,  be  assured,  a 
aensible  woman  can  never  be  happy  with  a  fool. 
^What  haa  been  his  walk  in  life  ?  .  .  ,  .  Is 
s  fortune  sufficieut  to  maintain  me  in  the  man- 
r  I  have  been  accustomed  to  live,  an<1  as  my 
i  do  live?  And  is  he  one  to  whom  my 
iiida  can  have  no  reasonable  objection  ?  If  all 
e  interrogatories  can  be  satis&ctorily  answered, 
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there  will  remain  bat  one  more  to  be  asked  ;  that, 
however,  is  ao  important  one.  Have  I  eiiflicient 
ground  to  conclude  that  \m  afTeclione  are  eng: 
bj  me  ?  Witlioiit  this  the  heart  of  sensibility 
will  struggle  against  a  passion  that  is  not  recipro- 

The  sage  counsels  of  Washington,  and  the 
susceptible  feelings  of  Uiss  Nelly,  were  soon 
brought  to  the  teat  by  the  residence  of  Lawrence 
Lewis  at  Mount  Vernon.  A  strong  attachmeni 
for  her  gfew  up  on  hia  part,  or  perhaps  already 
existed,  and  was  strengthened  by  daily  inter- 
course. It  was  fevorably  viewed  by  Ills  uncle. 
Whether  it  was  fully  redprocated  was  uncertain, 
A  fonuidable  rival  to  Lewis  appeared  in  the  per. 
son  of  young  Carroll  of  CarroUton,  who  had  just 
returned  from  Europe,  adorned  with  the  graces 
of  foreign  travel,  and  whose  suit  was  counte- 
nanced by  Mrs.  Washington.  These  were  among 
the  poetic  days  of  Mount  Vernon,  when  its  halls 
echoed  to  the  tread  of  lovers.  They  were 
cyou  days  with  Miss  Nelly,  as  she  herself  de- 
clared in  aiter  years,  to  a  lady  trom  whom 
have  the  story :  "  I  was  young  and  romantic 
then,"  said  she,  "  and  fond  of  wandering  alone 
by  moonlight  in  the  woods  of  Mount  Vernon. 
Granilmamma  thought  it  wrong  and  unsafe,  and 
scolded  and  coaxed  me  into  a  promise  that  I 
would  not  wander  in  tfae  woods  again  imaceom^ 
panied.  But  I  was  missing  one  evening,  and 
was  brought  home  from  the  interdicted  woods  to 
the  drawing- room,  where  the  general  was  walking 
1  MS.  LetUT. 
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anr]  ilovm  with  his  IrnDda  behind  him,  as  was 
liis  wont.  Grandmamma,  flenti^il  in  her  great 
ano'cbair,  opened  a  severe  reproof." 

Poor  Aliss  Nelly  was  reminiled  of  her  promise, 
and  Uxed  with  her  delinquency.  She  knew  that 
she  had  doue  wrong  —  admitted  her  fuult,  and 
emtyed  no  excuse ;  hut,  when  there  was  a  slight 
pause,  moved  to  retire  from  the  room.  She  was 
jnat  shutting  the  door  when  she  overheard  the 
general  attempting,  in  a  low  voice,  to  intercede 
ID  her  behalf.  "  My  dear,"  observed  he, "  I  would 
wxy  DO  more  —  perhaps  she  was  not  alone." 

His  intercession  atopjied  Miss  Nelly  in  her  re- 
treat. She  reopened  the  door  and  advanced  up 
to  the  general  with  a  firm  step.  "  Sir,"  said  she, 
"you  brought  me  up  to  speak  the  truth,  and 
when  I  told  grandmamma  I  was  alone,  I  hope 
you  beJieved  l-tnas  alone." 

The  general  made  one  of  his  most  magnan- 
imouE  bows.  "My  child,"  replied  he,  "1  beg 
your  pardon. 

We  will  anticipate  dales,  and  ohGerre  that  the 
romantic  episode  of  Miss  Nelly  Custis  terminated 
to  the  general's  satisfaction ;  she  became  the 
happy  wife  of  Lawrence  Lewis,  as  will  be  re- 
corded in  a  future  page. 

Early  in  the  autnmn,  Washington  had  been 
relievetl  from  his  constant  solicitude  about  the 
forttmes  of  Lafayette.  Letters  received  by 
George  W.  Lafayette  from  friends  in  Hamburg, 
I  informed  the  youtli  that  his  Ihlher  and  family  had 
I  been  liberated  from  Olnmts  and  were  on  iheir 
way  to  Paris  with  the  intention  of  embarking  for 
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GetKgB  ami  Uk  te»r.  Mr.  PicateL  luled  bom 
SvvTivkM  fbe36tk  of  October.  Washington 
mites  fron  Hoant  T«raoB  to  I«&tvu«  :  "  Tiat 
ktm,  I  hope  and  expect,  will  be  [tresenled  to 
jm  by  Tg«r  ton,  wbo  k  li^Uy  deserring  of  swA 
pmM>  as  jtM  aad  jroor  amaaUe  t*dy- 

'  He  caa  idale  beuer  than  I  can  dMcribe,  my 
partkipadoa  in  toot  sofierin^  my  aoliritwle  fat 
your  rvlief.  the  measures  I  adopted,  thoagh  inef- 
fectaal,  to  EMilitate  yoor  liberation  from  an  nnjnrt 
•ad  cToei  im[)RKinaient.aDd  the  joy  I  experienced 
at  the  nem  of  its  aeoomplishmeoL  I  shtiU  haswi, 
therefore,  lo  coagtatolate  you.  and  be  assared  that 
no  one  can  do  ii  with  wore  cordi^ty.  with  mora 
sincerity,  or  with  greater  affection  on  the  re»t 
tion  of  that  libeKy  which  every  act  of  your  Kfie 
entitles  you  to  the  enjoyment  of;  and  I  hope  I 
may  add,  to  the  uninterrupted  possession  of  your 
«Ules,  and  the  confideuce  of  your  country." 
The  account  which  George  W.  La&yelte  had 
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'tved  of  tbe  liberatioii  of  the  prisoners  of 
OlEnutz  fvas  premature.  It  A\A  not  take  place 
Ht»  til  rhe  lS)tli  of  September,  nor  waa  it  miiil  the 
fi:>Ilciw-ing  mouth  of  Fehiiiary  thitt  the  happy 
nk^M-'ting  took  plitce  between  George  nnd  hia  fam- 
ily* whom  he  found  residing  ia  iha  chateau  of  a 
relative  in  Uobteiu. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

P»ting  AddreM  of  tbe  French  Directory  to  Mr.  Monroe 
The  Now  Americaa  Miaistor  ordered  to  tears  tbe  Repub- 
lic.—  CoagTVU  convened.  —  Mcuurei  <i(  Defen»  re«< 
mended. — Wishinglon'e  Concern.  — Appointinentuf  Three 
Envoys  KulmonliuRry.  —  Donbts  their  Succeis.  — lie 
of  ut  Old  Cotnpmion  in  Anns.  —  The  Three  Mjnialen  i 
TalleyniDd.  — Their  degr«ding  Treatment,  —  Thre^ened 
War  with  France. —  Waehinglon  appoinled  Commander. 
in.chief.  —  Arran^res  for  Three  Alajor-generals,  —  Knox  ag- 

^SSIaSIIINGTON  bftd  been  but  a  few 
nVfTn  ni<j[iths  at  Mount  Vernon,  whea  tie  re- 
office  linil  issued  a  proclamation  for  a  special  9 
siou  uf  Congress,  lie  was  not  long  iti  doubt  as 
to  its  objecL  TIic  Frencb  goveniment  had  de- 
clared, on  the  recall  of  Mr.  Monroe,  that  il  would 
not  receive  any  new  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  tlie  United  States  until  tliat  power  should 
have  redressed  the  grievnnces  of  wliicli  the  i 
public  had  complained.  Whett  Mr.  Monroe  had 
his  audience  of  leave,  Mr.  Barras,  the  president 
of  the  Directory,  addressed  him  in  terms  00m- 
plimentnry  to  himself,  but  insulting  to  his  coun- 
try. "  The  French  Republic  hopes,"  said  he^ 
"  that  tbe  successors  of  Columbus,  of  Raleigh, 
and  of  Fenn,  ever  proud  of  their    liberty,  will 
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iBver  forget  that  they  owe  it  to  France.     .     . 
In  their  wisdom,  ihey  will  weigti  Che  mag- 
s  benevolence  of  ihe  French  [>eop!e  with 
!   artful  caresses  of   perfi'lions    designers,   vrho 
1  lo  dmw    them    back    lo    tlieir    ancient 
Assure,  Mr.  Minister,  tlie   good   Amer- 
ican people  thul,  like  thorn,  we  adore  liberty  ;  that 
ibey  will   always   bave  our  esteem,  and  that  thej 
will  find  in  the  French    people    (lie    republican 
lerosity  which  knows  how  to  accord  peace,  as 
it  knows  how  to  make  ils  sovereignty  respected. 
"  As  lo  you,  Mr.  Miuisier  Plenipotentiary,  you 
re  fouf;ht  for  the  principles,  you  bave  knowa 
I  the  true  interests  of  your  country.     Depart  with 
I  our  regrets.     We  give  up,  in  you,  a  representa- 
1  the  of  America,  aod  we  retain  the  remembrauce 
[  ef  the  citizen  whose  personal  qualities  honor  that 
I  title." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  when  Mr,  Charles 
Goteaworth  Pinckney  presented  himself  as  suc- 
cessor to  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Directory  refused  lo 
receive  him.  and  followed  up  the  indignity  by 
ordering  him  lo  leave  the  territories  of  the  re- 
public. Its  next  step  was  to  declare  applicable 
to  American  ships  the  rules  in  regard  to  neutrals, 
contained  in  the  treaty  which  Washingtou  had 
ngned  with  England. 

"ri  view  of  these  facts  and  of  the  eap- 

I  lures  of  American   vessels  by  French    cruisers, 

lat  President  Adams  had  issued  a  prochimatioQ 

I  convene  Congress  on  the  15(h  of  May.     In 

4iIb   opening   speech,  he   adverted    especially    lo 

wbaX   bad    fallen  from  Sir.  Barras  in  Monroe's 
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aodience  of  leave.  "  The  Hpeech  of  the  Prew- 
dent,"  siiid  he,  "discloses  seiilimenis  more  alarm- 
ing tliaii  Ihe  refusal  of  a  mioister,  because  more 
dfuipiemiiH  to  our  iodcpeDdcuce  and  union  ;  futi], 
at  the  i<Hme  time,  studiouBlj  marked  with  iudij^- 
nities  towards  ilie  government  of  the  United 
States.  It  evincea  a.  dispositioD  to  separate  tlie 
people  from  their  govemmeut ;  to  persuade  theto 
that  thi:y  have  different  affections,  principles,  and 
interests  Irom  those  of  their  fellow-citizens,  whom 
they  themselves  have  ehoseu  to  manage  tbeir 
common  concerns,  and  thns  lo  produce  divinions 
fatal  to  uur  peace.  Such  attempts  oughi  to  be 
repelled  with  a  decision  which  shall  convince 
France  and  the  world  that  we  are  not  a  degraded 
people,  humiliated  under  a  colonial  spirit  of  fear 
and  sense  of  inferiority,  fitted  to  be  the  misera- 
ble instrument  of  foreign  influence,  and  regard- 
less of  national  honor,  character,  und  interest." 

Still  he  announced  his  intention  lo  institute  a 
fresh  attempt  by  negotialion,  to  effect  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  differences,  on  terms  compati- 
ble with  the  rights,  duties,  inlereals,  and  honor  of 
the  nation,  but  in  the  mean  time  he  recommended 
to  Congress  to  provide  effectual  measures  of  de- 

Thnugh  personally  retired  from  public  life, 
WiuhinKton  was  too  sincere  a.  patriot  to  be  in- 
different lo  public  affairs,  and  felt  acutely  the 
unfriendly  acts  of  the  French  government  so  re- 
pugnant to  our  rights  and  dignity.  "The  Presi- 
dent's speech,"  writes  he,  "  will,  I  conceive,  draw 
forth,  mediately  or  immediately,  an  expresBion  of 
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i   public  mind  ;  aritl   ns  it   is   ihe  right  of  the 
lople  thnt  this  slioiild  bo  carried  into  effect,  their 
lotimenis  ought  to  be  unequirocallj  known,  that 
e  principles  on  which  the  government  hnB  acted, 
1  which,  from  the  President's  speech,  are  lilcely 
to  be  Ronlinued.  may  either  be  changed,  or  the 
oppnsiiina  that  is  endeavoring  to  embarrass  every 
measure  of  the   Executive,  may  meet    elFectual 
diacouDtennnce.     Tilings   cannot  and   ought    not 
to  remain  anj  longer  in  their  present  disagree- 
able slate.     Nor,  should  Ihe  idea  that  the  gov- 
flTDDicnt  and  the  people  have  different  views,  be 
Buffered  any  longer  to  prevail  at  home  or  abroad ; 
for  it  is  not  only  injurious  to  us,  but  disgraceful 
abo,  that  a  government    constituted    as  ours  is, 

»l)tonld  be  administered  contrary  to  their  ititerest, 
if  the  fact  be  so."  > 
In  pursuance  of  the  policy  announced  by  Mr, 
Adams,  liiree  envoys  extraordinary  were  ap- 
ptunLed  to  the  French  Republic,  nnmely*  Charlea 
Colesworth  Piiickney,  John  Mandiall.  and  El- 
bridge  Gerry  ;  the  two  former  Federalists,  the  lat- 
ter a  Democrat.  The  object  of  their  miaaion, 
Bucording  io  the  President,  was  "  to  dissipate 
nmbragM,  remove  prejudices,  rectify  errors,  and 
adjust  all  differences  by  a  treaty  between  the  two 

Washington  doubted  an  adjustment  of  the  dif- 

'' Candor,"    said    he,  ''is  not    a    more 

nspicnouB  trail  in  the  character  of  governments 

9  of  individuiils.      It   is   linnlly  to  be  ex- 

ed,  then,   that  the   Diroclory  of  France   will 

-.0  ThocoM  PincKotf.     Wri^t,  :ii.  309, 
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ackaowledge  ila  errors  Eind  tread  back  its  stepe 
iromediiUolj.  This  would  nnnouDce  at  once, 
that  there  has  been  precipitancy  and  injustice  in 
the  mensures  they  hare  pursued ;  or  that  they 
were  iticapable  of  judging,  and  had  been  deceived 
bjr  fiilse  appearances." 

About  this  time  be  received  a  pamphlet  od  the 
"  Military  and  Political  Situation  of  France." 
It  was  sent  to  him  by  the  author.  General 
Dumn.<<,  who,  in  the  time  of  our  Revolution,  had 
been  nn  officer  in  the  army  of  the  Count  de  Ro- 
ehambeau.  "  Tour  Excellency,"  writes  Dumas, 
will  observe  in  il  (the  pamphlet)  the  effect  of 
your  lessons."  Then  speaking  of  his  old  military 
chief:  '^  General  Rocbambeau,"  adds  he,  "  is  slill 
at  his  country  seat  near  Vendome.  He  enjoy? 
there  tolerably  good  health  considering  his  great 
age,  and  reckons,  as  well  as  his  military  family, 
amongst  his  most  dearaud  glorious  remembrances, 
that  of  the  time  we  had  the  honor  to  serve  under 
your  command." 

Some  time  had  elapsed  since  Washington  had 
heard  of  his  old  companion  in  arms,  who  bad 
experienced  some  of  the  melodramatic  vicissitadea 
of  the  French  revolution.  After  the  arrest  of 
the  king  he  had  taken  anew  the  oath  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  commanded  the  army  of  the  north, 
having  again  received  the  baton  of  field  marshaL 
Thwarted  in  his  plans  by  the  " 
he  had  resigned  and  retired  to  his  estate  i: 
Vendome  ;  hut,  during  the 

arrested,  conducted  to  Paris,  thrown  into  the 
conciergerie,  and  condemned  to  death.     When  tho 
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came  to  convey  a  number  of  the  victims  to 
guillotine,  he  was  about  to  mount  it,  but  the 
^ocecutioner  seeing    it    full,    thrust   him    back. 
^*  Stand    back,   old   marshal,"  cried    he,  roughly, 
jour  turn  will  come  by  and  by."     (Retire  toi, 
mar^chal,  ton  tour  viendra  plus  tard.)     A 
audden  change  in  political  affairs  saved  his  life, 
ck.iid  enabled  him  to  return  to  his  home  near  Yen- 
dome,  where  he  now  resided." 

In  a  reply  to  Dumas,  which  Washington  for- 
-vrarded  by  the  minister  plenipotentiary  about  to 
depart  for  France,  he  sent  his  cordial  remem- 
"brances  to  De  Rochambeau.^ 

The  three  ministers  met  in  Paris  on  the  4th 

of   October    (1797),   but   were    approached    by 

Talleyrand    and    his    agents  in  a  manner  which 

demonstrated    that   the   avenue  to  justice  could 

only   be  opened  by  gold.     Their  official  report  ^ 

reveals   the  whole  of  this  dishonorable  intrigue. 

It  states  that  Mr.  Pinckney  received  a  visit  from 

Mr.  Bellarni,  the  secret  agent  of  Mr.  Talleyrand, 

who  assured  him  that  Citizen  Talleyrand  had  the 

highest  esteem  for  America  and  the  citizens  of 

the  United  States,  and  was  most  anxious  for  their 

1  The  worthy  De  Rochambeaa  survived  the  storms  of  the 
Revolution.  In  1803  he  was  presented  to  Napoleon,  who, 
pointing  to  Berthier  and  other  generals  who  had  once  served 
under  his  orders,  said:  '*  Marshal,  behold  your  scholars." 
^  The  scholars  have  surpassed  their  master,"  replied  the 
modest  veteran. 

In  the  following  year  he  received  the  cross  of  grand  officer 

of  the  legion  of  honor,  and  a  marshal's  pension.    He  died 

foil  of  years  and  honors,  in  1807. 

*  American  State  Pnpen^  vols.  iii.  and  iv. 
vof-«  v.  20 
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recoDciliatioD  with  Praoce.  Wilh  thai  viuw  soidq 
of  ibe  tnoBt  oifeiiBivo  passages  in  lije  speech  of 
President  Adams  (iu  May  1797)  must  be  ex- 
punged, and  a  douceur  of  two  hundi'ed  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  put  at  Ibe  dispo»ul  of  Mr.  Talley- 
rand for  the  use  of  the  Directory,  and  a  large 
loan  made  by  America  to  Fnuice. 

Ou  the  20th  of  October,  the  same  subject  was 
resumed  in  tlie  BpartmcniB  of  the  pleuipolenliary, 
and  oil  this  occasion,  beeidit  the  secret  agent,  aa 
intimate  friend  of  Talleyrand  was  present.  The 
expuuging  of  the  passages  in  the  President's 
speech  was  again  insisted  on,  and  it  was  added 
that,  afler  that,  money  was  the  principal  object. 
'■  We  mast  have  money  —  a  great  dealof  money !" 
were  hia  words. 

Al  a  third  conference,  October  21st,  tlie  suin 
was  fixed  at  32,000,000  francs  (6,400,000  dollars), 
as  a  loan  secured  on  the  Dutch  eontribiOiont,  and 
250,000  dollars  in  the  form  of  a  douceur  to  the 
Directory. 

At  It  sub^uent  meeting,  October  27th,  the 
same  secret  agent  said,  "  Gientlemeu,  you  mistake 
the  poinl,  you  say  nothing  of  the  money  you  are  to 
give — you  make  no  offer  of  money  —  on  that 
point  you  are  not  explicit."  "  We  are  explicit 
enough,''  replied  the  American  envoys.  "  We 
will  not  give  you  one  farthing ;  and  before  coming 
here,  we  should  have  thought  such  an  ofier  aa 
you  now  propose,  would  have  been  regarded  as  a 
mortal  insult." 

On  this  indignant  reply,  the  wily  agent  in- 
timated that  if  they  would  only  pay,  by  way  of 
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fees,  juBi  aa  ihey  would  to  a  lawyer,  who  should 
plead  their  cause,  the  sum  required  fur  the  private 
nw  of  the  Directory,  they  might  remain  at  Paris 
DnLil  they  should  receive  further  orders  from 
as  to  the  loan  required  for  goveroment.' 
•  Being  iDaccessible  lo  aoy  such  disgraceful  and 
degrading  propositions,  the  envoys  remained  sev- 
eral moQlhs  in  Paris  unaccredited,  and  linally  re- 
luroed  at  separate  times,  without  an  official  dis- 
COBsion  of  the  object  of  their  mission.^ 

Dunng  this  residence  of  the  envoys  in  Paris, 
Uw  Directory,  believing  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  not  eustaiu  their  government  in  a 
war  against  France,  proceeded  to  euact  a  law 
nbjecting  to  capture  and  condemnation  neutral 
vessels  and  their  c;argoes,  if  any  portion  of  the 
klter  was  of  British  fabric  or  produce,  although 
tlie  entire  properly  might  belong  to  neutrals.  As 
the  United  States  were  at  this  time  the  great 
neutral  carriers  uf  the  world,  this  iniquitous  decree 
Mruck  at  a  vital  point  in  their  maritime  power.^ 

When  this  act  and  the  degrading  treatment  of 
the  American  euvoyit  became  known,  the  spirit  of 
Ihe  nation  was  aroused,  and  war  with  France 
beemed  inevitable. 

The  crisis  was  at  once  brought  to  Washington's 
own    door.     "  You    ought  to  be   aware,"    writes 

i  S«  Lift  of  TaBtyraHd,  \,y  the  Hov.  Charlss  K.  UoBarg, 
yf.  161, 183. 
*  Hanbtll  left  France  April  Sath,  ITaS ;  Gdrry  on  the  SSth 
E^f  July-     I^nckni!^,  detauied  by  tlie  illnuji  uf  bia  flaugbter, 
^jd  not  UTire  ia  U»  United  Statu  until  early  ia  October, 
r  *  HoHug't  Lift  of  TaUegrtMd,  100. 
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Btaff  eliould  be  Bach  as  he  could  place  coofidenoe 
in. 

As  to  the  question  which  had  perplexed  Mr. 
AdaniB  whether,  in  forming  the  army,  to  call  on 
all  the  old  generals  or  appomt  a  new  set,  Wnah- 
ington's  idea  was  that,  as  the  armies  about  to  be 
raised  were  commeDdng  de  novo,  the  Freaidout 
had  the  right  to  make  ofTicers  of  citisens  or  sol' 
diers  at  his  discretion,  availing  himself  of  the  best 
BJd  the  country  afforded.  That  no  officer  of  the 
old  army,  disbanded  fourteen  years  before,  could 
expect,  much  lesa  claim,  au  appointmout  on  any 
other  ground  than  superior  eKperience,  brillhut 
exploitH,  and  general  celebrity  founded  on  meriL 

'.It  was  with  such  views  lliat,  in  tlie  nrraagementa 
made  by  him  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  three 
major-generals  stood,  Hamilton,  who  was  to  be 
inapecwr-genei-ol,  Cliarles  Cotesworth  Pinokney 
(not  yet  returned  ftom  Europe),  and  Knox :  in 
which  order  he  wished  their  commissfoos  to  be 
dated.  The  appointment  of  Hamilton  aa  second 
in  command  was  desired  by  the  public,  on  account 
of  his  distinguished  ability,  energy,  and  fidelity. 
Pickering,  in  recommending  it,  writes :  "  Tlie 
enemy  nbom  we  ore  now  preparing  to  encounter, 
veterans  in  arms,  led  by  able  aud  active  offioere, 
and  accustomed  to  victory,  must  be  met  by  the 
best  blooti,  talents,  energy,  and  experience,  that 
our  country  can  produce."  Washington,  speaking 
of  him  to  the  President,  says :  "  Although  Colonel 
Hamilton  has  never  acted  in  the  character  of  a 
general  officer,  yet,  liia  opportnnitiea  as  the  prin- 
cipal and  most  confidential  aide  of  the  commander- 
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Anil  McHeury,  the  Secretary  of  W»r,  writes, 
{•bout  the  same  time :  "  You  ftee  how  the  slorm 
ihickuua,  and  that  our  vesMtl  will  sooti  rtquiin  its 
'^ouieiit  pilot.  Will  you — may  we  Hatter  our- 
,Mivt»,  that,  in  &  crisis  so  awful  buU  impirUnt, 
jon  will  —  accept  the  coinmnud  of  all  our  armies  'i 
\  lio[>e  you  will,  bemuse  you  aloue  can  uuiie  all 
liearts  itnil  all  hands,  if  it  is  possible  that  ihey 
■D  be  uuiled." 
In  a  reply  to  llie  Presideut's  letter,  WasUing- 
iton  writes,  ou  the  4tl]  of  July  :  "  At  the  cpouh  of 
iuvasion  of  these  StuEes  by  any 
^ropea:i  power,  or  even  the  pro1>abiIity  uf  such 
tax  evuut  happeoitig  in  my  days,  was  so  iar  from 
being  contemplated  by  me,  tliut  J  hud  no  oiueep- 
,tioa  that  thnt  or  any  other  occurrence  would  arise 
>  short  a  period,  which  could  turn  my  eyes 
1  the  shade  of  Mount  Vernon.  .  .  .  .  ' 
In  case  of  actual  invasion,  by  a  formidable  force, 
3  cert&iuly  should  not  intrench  myself  uuder  the 
•^ver  of  age  and  retirement,  if  my  services  shuiild 
■be  reijuired  by  my  coimtry  to  assist  in  repelling 

And  in  his  reply  of  the  uune  date,  to  tlie  Sec- 
'  War,  be  writes  :  "  I  see,  as  you  do.  that 
ids  are  gathering,  and  that  a  storm  may  ensue ; 
1  find,  too,  from  a  variety  of  hints,  that  my 
kniet,  under  the  circumsbuices,  does  not  promise 

|o  be  of  long  contiuuauce 

^    "As  my  whole  life  has  been  dedicated  to  my 
itmtry  in  one  shape  or  imotlier,  for  the  poor  re- 
sins of  it,  it  is  not  an  object  to  contend  for  ease 
and  quiet,  when  all  that  is  valuable  is  at  slake. 
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iiigtou  declared  lie  loved  and  esteemed ;  but  he 
truBled  ilio  exigencies  of  ihe  case  would  reconcile 
the  lulter  to  the  position  assigned  to  him.  "  Vii 
ing  tbiiigs  iu  this  light,"  writes  he  to  Enox,  July 
lOib,  "  I  would  fniu  hope,  as  we  arc  forming  i 
army  anew,  which  army,  if  needtid  at  all,  ia 
fight  for  everything  which  ought  to  be  dear  tmd 
sacred  to  freemen,  that  former  rank  will  be  for- 
gotten, and,  among  the  fit  and  chosen  characters, 
the  only  contention  will  be  who  shall  be  foremoat 
in  zeal  at  this  crisis  to  serve  his  country,  in  what* 
ever  situation  circumstances  may  place  him." 

The  reply  of  Knox,  written  in  the  glow  of  tha 
moment,  bespoke  how  deeply  his  warm,  impulaiva 
feelings  were  wounded.  "  I  yesterday  received 
your  favor,"  writes  he,  "  which  I  opened  with  all 
the  delightful  sensations  of  afFeclioii,  which  I  al- 
ways before  experienced  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
letters.  But  I  found,  on  its  perusal,  a  striking 
insiHnre  of  that  vicissitude  of  human  affairs  and 
friendships,  which  you  so  justly  describe.  I  read 
it  with  astonish taent,  which,  however,  subsided  in 
the  reflection  that  few  men  know  themselves,  and 
therefore,  that  for  more  than  twenty  years  I  have 
been  acting  under  a  perfect  delusion.  Cousciotm 
myself  of  enlertnining  for  you  a  sincere,  active,  and 
invariable  friendship,  I  easily  believed  it  was 
ciprocal.  Nay,  more,  I  flattered  myself  with  your 
esteem  and  respect  in  a  military  point  of  vievr. 
But  1  lind  that  others,  greatly  my  juniors  iu  rank, 
have  been,  upon  a  scale  of  comparison,  preferred 
before  me.  Of  this,  perhaps,  the  world  may  also 
concur  with  you  that  I  have  no  just  reosou  t 
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writes  he,  "  which  my  attachment  to  yoa 
ttd  to  the  public  authorizes,  to  offer  yoo  my 
Opinion,  that  you  should  not  decline  tlie  appoint- 
ment. It  is  evident  that  the  public  eatisfactiou  at 
it  is  lively  and  Dnivereul.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  the  circnmstanceB  will  give  an  additional 
■pring  lo  the  public  mind,  will  lead  mncb  to  unite, 
and  will  fiidlitate  the  measures  which  the  con- 
juncture  requires." 
~t  was  with  a  heavy  heart  that  Washington 
id  his  dream  of  repose  once  more  interrupted ; 
his  strong  6delity  to  duty  would  not  permit 
to  hesitate,  lie  accepted  the  commission, 
tlowever,  with  the  condition  that  he  should  not 
tfee  called  into  the  field  uutil  the  army  was  in  a 
ittoatioD  to  require  his  presence ;  or  it  should  be- 
come indispensable  by  tbe    urgency  of    circum- 


"  In  nmking  this  reservation,"  added  he,  in  his 
letter  -to  the  President,  "  I  beg  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  withhold  any  assistance  to 
>flrraoge  and  organize  the  army,  which  you  may 
^link  I  can  afford.  I  lake  the  liberty,  also,  lo 
mention  that  I  must  decline  having  my  accept- 
uce  considered  as  drawing  after  it  any  immediate 
charge  upon  the  public ;  or  that  I  ean  receive  any 
emoluments  anneKed  lo  the  appointment  before 
ntering  into  a  situation  to  incur  expense." 

He  made  another  reservation,  through  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  but  did  not  think  proper  to  em- 
body it  in  his  public  letter  of  acceptance,  as  that 
would  be  communicated  to  the  Senate,  which  was, 
thtt  the  principal  officers  in  tbe  Hue  and  of  the 
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aud  frieiidship  caa  bave  no  intlaeace  ou  m^  mind, 
nheo  I  conceive  that  the  subjugation  of  our  go»- 
erutneut  and  indepCDdence  are  the  objectB  aimed 
(it  by  the  enemies  of  our  peace,  tuid  when  poaai- 
lily  our  all  i§  at  slake." 

In  reply  to  Kuox,  Washington,  although  be 
thought  the  reasons  assigned  in  his  previous  letter 
ouglit  Co  have  been  suliideiitly  exjilanatory  of  bis 
motives,  weot  into  long  details  of  the  circunw 
Elaucus  under  which  the  military  appoiotments 
hod  been  made,  and  the  important  const deratioDS 
whitih  dictated  them ;  and  showiog  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  lo  consult  Knox  previously  to 
the  Domination  of  the  gt^neral  oSicers. 

"  I  do  not  know,"  writes  Le, "  thai  these  explan- 
ationa  will  aSbrd  you  auy  satisfaction  or  produce 
any  chunge  in  your  deiermination,  but  it  was  juet 
to  myself  to  muke  them.  If  there  bos  beea  any 
.management  in  the  business,  it  baa  beea.ooti- 
cealed  from  me.  I  have  bad  no  agency  ttiereiu,  nor 
have  I  conceived  a  thought  on  the  subject  that 
has  not  been  disclosed  to  you  with  the  utmost 
sincerity  and  frankness  of  heart.  And  now,  not- 
withstauding  the  insinuations,  which  are  implied 
in  your  letter,  of  the  vicissitudes  of  friendship 
and  the  inconstancy  of  mine,  1  will  pronounce 
with  decisiou,  tliat  it  ever  bos  been,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  unklndness  of  the  charge,  ever  will 
be,  for  aught  I  kuow  to  the  contrary,  warm  and 
ainoere." 

The  genial  heart  of  Enox  was  eomewhftt 
soothed  and  mollified  by  the  **  welcome  aud  much 
esteemed  letter  of  Washington,  in  which,"  said 
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ke.  "  I  recognize  fuU^  nil  ihe  BubslaDtial  fHend- 
sbip  nnd  kindness  which  I  bave  inVHrinlily  ex< 
periencei)  from  you."  Still  he  whs  tetiBcioiiB  of 
the  point  of  precetience,  siiri  unwilling  to  serre 
in  n  capncitj  wbieh  would  compromise  his  pride. 
"  If  ail  invaBion  shall  lake  place,"  writes  he,  I 
shall  deeply  regret  all  circumHiances  which  would 
imuperably  bur  my  having  an  active  commnnd  in 
the  field.  But  ir  sDch  a  measure  should  be  my 
desliny,  I  shall  fervently  petition  to  serve  as  oue 
of  yonr  sides-de-camp,  which,  with  permission, 
I  shall  do  with  all  the  cordinl  devotion  and  af- 
EkUod  of  which  my  soul  is  capable." 

On  the  18th  of  October  Waahingion  learnt 
tbniagh  the  Gnzetres  of  the  safe  arrival  of  Gen- 

El  Pinckney  at  New  York,  and  was  anxioos 
there  should  be  a  xecond  part  of  the  difficulty 
il«d  by  Geueral  Knox.  On  the  2Ial,  be  writes 
in  lo  Knox,  reiterating  hia  wish  to  bave  him 
\a  the  angmentcd  corps  a  major-general. 

"  IVe  shall  have  either  no  wnr  or  a  newre.  etm- 
Int  with  France ;  iu  either  case,  if  you  will  allow 
me  to  express  my  opinion,  this  is  the  most  eligible 
time  fi:>r  yon  (o  come  forward.  In  the  first  case,  to 
usist  with  your  counsel  and  aid  in  making  jadi- 
doos  provisions  and  arrangements  to  avert  it ; 
in  the  other  case,  to  shore  in  the  glory  of  defend- 
ing your  country,  and,  by  making  all  secondary 
objects  yield  to  that  great  and  primary  object,  dis- 
play n  mind  superior  to  embarrassing  punctilios 
At  so  critical  a  moment  as  the  present. 

"  After  having  eipreased  these  sentiments 
with  1^  frankness  of  undisguised  IViendship,  it 


<nth  lie  ftunl 
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WwbinfTlon  Uijted  unpur  with  the  C»ro*  of  Office.  — G 
■poadancs  witb  Ltrxyellt.  —  A  Uirria^  at  Hoont  Tcniaa. 
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Wii*liiin(ioir«  Surpri«.  —  His  Aelirtty  oB  hii  EiMM.— Pi 
lii™l  Anxi.'lJM.  — Concern  abonl  the  Anaf. 

P^^\RLY  in  November  (1738)  Washingtoifc 
n  Rnl'  ''^''  '''^  retiremeut  and  rejuiirefl  lo  Fliil- 

Secrelarj  I'f  Wnr,  to  meet  tliitt  public  fuiiclionnrj 
aiid  in^ijor-gfuerals  Hamiltou  and  Piiicknev.  and 
make  amiogeniems  respecting  Ibe  forces  aboat  lo 
be  raii>ed.  Tlie  Secivtnrj  had  prepared  a  series 
of  quealions  for  their  considemlioii.  and  others 
were  Buggi>eted  by  Washinglon,  all  bearing  upon 
the  orgaiiiEfttion  of  the  provisional  array.  Upon 
tbeae  Wnsliinglon  aiid  [he  two  major-getierBla 
were  closely  engaged  for  nearly  five  weeks,  at 
great  inconvenience  and  in  a  most  inclement  sea- 
son. The  result  of  their  deliberations  was  re- 
duued  <o  form,  and  commuLiiciiieil  (o  tlie  Secretory 
in  two  letters  drafted  by  Hamilton,  and  signed  by 
the  commander-in-chief.  Not  the  least  irksome 
of  Wasliington's  task,  in  his  present  position,  was 
to  wade  through  volumes  of  applications  and  reo 
ommeiiilalions  for  military  appointments  ;  a  task 
which  he  performed  witb  extreme  assiduity,  anx- 
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influeDce  uf  fn^or  or  prejudice, 
a  the  evil  of  improper  &elec- 


souB  to  avoid  tbe  i 
cuid  sensitively  aliv 

As  it  was  a  part  of  tbe  plan  od  which  be  bad 

accepled  the  comraaiid  of  the  army  lo  dec^Iine  the 

occupaUons  of  the  office  until  circu  ma  lances  should 

require  his  presence  lu  the  field  ;  and  na  the  sea- 

Bon  and  weather  rendered  him  impatient  to  U-ave 

Philndelphia,  he  gave  the  Secretary  of  War  hia 

I       views  and  plaos  for  the  charge  and  direction  of 

L      military  affairs,  and    theo  set  out  once  more  for 

I      Mount  Temon.     The  cares  and  concerns  of  office, 

r      however,  followed  him  to  his  retreat.     "  It  is  not 

the  time  oor  the  allenlioD  only,"  writes  he, "  which 

the  public  duties  1  am  engaged  in  require,  but 

their  bringing  upon  rae   applicanls,  recommenders 

I       of  applicants,  and  seekem  of  information,  none  of 

L       whom,  perhaps,  are  my  acquaintances,  with  their 

I      aervants  and  horses  to  aid  in  the  cousumpliou  of 

"      my  forage,  and  what  lo  me  is  more  valuable,  my 

time,  that  I  mo»t  regard  ;  for  a  man  in  the  coun- 

ti7i  nine  miles  from  any  bouse  of  enCerUiinment, 

i*  differently  situated  from  one  in  a  city,  where 

none  of  these  inconveniences  are  felt." 

In  a  letter,  recently  received  from  Lafayette, 
tbe  latter  spoke  feelingly  of  the  pleasure  he  expe- 
rienced in  conversing  incessantly  with  his  sod 
Gieoi^e  about  Mount  Veruoa,  its  dear  and  vener- 
ated inhabitants,  of  the  tender  obligations,  so  pro- 
foundly fell,  which  he  and  his  son  bad  contracted 
towards  him  who  had  become  a  father  to  both. 
In  the  conclusion  of  his  letter,  Lafayette  writes 
n  tbe    information   be    had   received,  he 


was  fully  persuaded  that  tbs  Fronch  Directory 
desired  to  be  Rt  peace  wiib  ihe  United  SuOes. 
"  Tlie  aristocraticftl  party,"  adds  he,  "  wbose  ha- 
tred of  America  datefl  from  the  coTDDieticcmeDt 
of  the  European  revolution,  and  the  English  goT- 
emraeni,  which,  since  the  Declaration  of  liidepea- 
dence.  have  forgotten  and  forgiven  nothing,  will 
rejoice,  I  know,  at  the  prospect  of  a  rupture  be- 
tween two  nations  heretofore  united  in  the  cause 
of  liberty,  and  will  endeavor,  by  all  the  means  iit 
their  power,  to  precipitate  us  into  a  war.  . 
.  .  But  you  are  there,  my  dear  general,  inde- 
pendent of  all  parties,  venerated  by  all,  and  if,  as 
I  hope,  your  informant  lead  you  to  judge  favora- 
bly of  the  disposition  of  the  French  government, 
your  inllaenoe  ought  to  prevent  the  breach  from 
widening,  and  should  insure  a  noble  and  durable 
reconciliation." 

In  hb  reply,  December  25th,  Washington  says : 
"  Yoii  have  eipressed  a  wish  worthy  of  the  be- 
nevolence of  your  heart,  that  I  would  exert  all  roy 
endeavors  to  avert  the  calamitous  effects  of  a  rup- 
ture between  our  countries.  Believe  me,  my  dear 
friend,  that  no  man  can  deprecate  an  event  uf  this 

sort  more  than  I  should You  add,  in 

another  place,  that  the  Execolive  IMreciory  are 
disposed  to  an  accommodation  of  all  differences. 
If  they  are  sincere  in  this  declaration,  let  them  ev- 
idence it  by  actions  ;  for  words,  unaccompanied 
therewith,  will  not  be  much  regarded  now.  I 
would  pledge  myself  th«i  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  will  meet  them  heart  aitd 
Laud  at  a  fair  negotiation  ;  having  no  wish  more 
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«rdet]t  than  lo  live  in  peace  witli  all  tlie  worM, 
..{trorided  tbe^  are  sulfcretl  lo  remaia  un(]igturl>eil 
n  Uieir  jual  rights." 

"  or  the  politics  of  Europe,"  adda  he,  in  another 
part  of  his  letter,  "  I  ahsll  expreas  no  opinion,  nor 
make  any  inquiry  who  is  right  or  who  is  wrong. 
I  wish  well  to  nil  nations  and  to  all  men.  My  pol- 
are  plain  «nd  simple.  I  Ihink  every  nation 
has  a  right  lo  establish  that  form  of  government 

'  iV  which  it  conceives  it  nidy  live  moHt  happy ; 
prorided  it  infringes  no  right,  or  is  not  dangerous 
to  others  ;  and  that  no  governments  ought  to  in- 
terfere with  the  internal  concerns  of  another,  ex- 
Rpi  tor  the  security  of  what  is  due  lo  themselves." 

Washington's  national  pride,  however,  had  been 
deeply  wounded  by  the  indignities  inflicted  on  his 
country  by  tlie  French,  and  he  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  enlering  into  any  fresh  negotiations  with 
them,  unless  overlureti  should  be  made  on  their 
part.  As  to  any  symptoms  of  an  accommoda- 
tion they  might  at  present  evince,  he  ascribed 
them  lo  the  military  measures  adopted  by  the 
Iluiied  Stales,  and  thought  those  measures  ought 
]iat  lo  be  relaxed. 

We  have  spoken  iu  a  preceding  chapter  of  a 
Bve  alTair  growinj;  up  at  Mount  Vernon  between 
Waahinglon'a  nephew,  Lawrence  Lewis,  and  Miss 
Nelly  Custie.  The  parties  hod  since  become 
engaged,  to  Ihe  general's  great  satisfaction,  and 
dieir  nuptials  were  celebrated  at  Mount  Vernon 
on  his  birthday,  the  22d  of  February  (1799). 
Lawrence  had  recently  received  the  commiaaion 
4if  major  of  cavalry  iu  the  new  army  which  was 
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forming;  fliiil  Wasljiiigton  xntiAe  Rrrfuigements 
for  iieitlins  tbe  newly  mnrrJed  couple  near  him 
iiu  It  part  or  ihe  KfoiinC  Vertioii  knde,  which  be 
had  deaignaled  in  his  will  to  be  bequeathed  to 
MiM  Nelly. 

As  the  year  opened,  Washinglon  continued  tO( 
correiipodd  with  the  Secretary  of  War  anil  GfO- 
ei'Hl  Hamilton  on  Ihe  atfnirs  of  the  provisional 
army.  The  recniiling  biisinens  went  on  slowly, 
with  interruptiooK,  and  there  was  delay  in  tar- 
niahing  rommiBBions  to  the  officera  who  had  been 
appointed.  Washington,  who  wiis  not  in 
S6crel^^  of  the  cabinet,  was  at  a  loss  to  aocount 
for  this  apparent  torpor.  "  If  the  aUKmer 
force,"  wrilefl  he  to  Hamilton,  "  was  not  intended 
«B  an  in  terrorem  meaaure,  the  delay  in  recruiting 
it  ia  unaccountable,  and  baffles  all  conjecture  oa 
refiMiniible  grounds," 

The  fact  was,  that  the  military  measures  taken  ' 
in  America  had  really  produced  an  effect  < 
French  policy.  Efforts  bad  been  made  by  M. 
Taileyratid,  through  unofficial  persona,  to  induM 
an  amicable  overture  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Statea.  At  length  that  wily  miniater  bad  wrii 
lo  the  French  Secretary  of  Legation  at  the  Hagnev 
M-  Picbon,  iutimating  that  whatever  plenipoten- 
tiary the  United  States  might  send  to  France  to 
put  an  end  to  the  exislin;;  differences  between 
the  two  countries,  would  be  undoubtedly  received 
with  the  reapect  due  to  the  representative  of  ft 
free,  independent,  and  powerful  naliou.  M.  "Pi-  i 
chon  communicated  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Ur. 
Wiilinm  Vans    Murray,  the    American   mtniBtor 
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in  Holland,  wbo  forthwith  iruueinitled  it  to  hb 
goTerDmeuL  Mr.  Ailains  cauglu  uc  the  clinoce 
fur  Bu  extricftlioii  from  liis  bulligereiit  ditliuuliieg, 
and  laid  tliis  letter  bufure  tlie  beuHte  on  Ilie  Idth 
of  February,  al  tbo  same  liaie  uomiiiHtiug  Mr. 
Murrny  lo  be  miulEiDr  plerii{ioteu[iary  lo  the 
Frcuuh  Republic 

WaahiiigtOD  expreaacd  his  extreme  Bui'[iriBc 
wfaeu  the  news  of  ihia  unexpected  event  reutbed 
him.  "  But  far,  very  far  indeed,"  wriiea  he, "  was 
Ibal  surprise  abort  of  what  I  experienced  the 
next  day,  when,  by  h  very  intelligent  geutleman 
immedialely  from  Fbiladelpliia,  I  was  informed 
that  there  bad  been  no  direct  overture  from  tbe 
govenimenl  of  Franou  to  that  of  the  United 
Slates  for  a  negutiaiiuii  l  on  the  contmry,  ibat  M. 
Talleyrand  wax  playing  ihe  same  loose  and  round- 
«bout  game  he  bud  attempted  the  year  before 
with  our  BDVoya ;  and  which,  as  in  lliat  case, 
migbl  mean  atiytbing  or  nothing,  tm  would  BUb* 
serve  bis  purposes  besL" 

Before  the  Senate  decided  on  the  nominatioa 
of  Mr.  Murray,  two  other  persons  were  uswcJaled 
witli  him  in  the  mission,  unmely,  Oliver  Ells- 
worth and  Patrick  Henry.  The  three  envoys 
being  (Kjniirmed,  Mr.  Murray  wu-s  inslriicled  by 
letter  to  inform  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  fact,  but  lo  apprise  him  that  his 
associate  envoys  would  uoi  embark  for  Europe 
until  tbe  Directory  had  given  attsurance,  Ibrougb 
their  Minister  for  Forpisn  Atfrtirs,  that  those  en- 
voys would  be  received  in  proper  Ibrm  and  treated 
wiib    on    terms   of  equality.     Mr.  Murmy  was 


dirc-cfed  at  the  same  lime  to  have  no  further 
formal  coram unicatioDS  with  any  French  i^nfl 

Mr.  Henrj  ilecliiied   to  accepl  bis  appoint 
oil  ucouunt  of  ill   health,  and   Mr.  Willi) 
ardfou  Davie  wus  uliimaltJy  substituted  for  li  m 

Throughout  iucceeding  months,  WashiD  sfV 
coiiiiiiued  10  superintend  from  a  distance  llie  ^soa- 
cvnis  of  the  army,  as  his  ample  and  niinule  oir. 
respundelice  manifests  ;  and  he  was  at  llie  oiuoe 
tiinu  earuestly  endeavoring  to  bring  the  affiiin 
of  his  rural  domain  into  order.  A  sixteeu  yetrs" 
nlMienut)  from  liome,  with  short  intervals,  had.  be 
said,  deranged  them  (xinsiderably,  eo  ibal  it  re- 
quired all  the  time  be  could  spare  from  the  musl 
avocHiioua  of  life  to  bring  them  into  tuue  agwn- 
It  WH8  A  period  of  iucessaut  activity  and  tMl, 
therefore,  both  menial  and  bodily.  He  was  for 
hours  in  his  study  occupied  with  his  [tea,  and  for 
hours  ou  horseback,  riding  the  rounds  of  his 
extensive  estate,  visiting  the  various  farms,  and 
superintending  and  dii«cling  the  works  iu  oper- 
ation. All  this  he  did  with  unfailing  vigor,  though 
now  in  his  sisij'seveDlh  year. 

Occasional  reports  of  the  sanguinary  conflict 
thai  WHS  going  on  in  Europe  would  reach  him  in 
the  quiet  groves  of  Mount  Veruou,  and  awaken 
his  solicitude.  "  A  more  destructive  sword,"  said 
be,  "  was  never  drawn,  at  le&st  in  modern  tinwe, 
lliaii  this  war  has  produced.  It  is  time  lo  sheath 
it  niid  give  peace  lo  miiiikind."  ' 

Amid  tliis  strite  and  turmoil  of  the  nations,  he 
felt  redoubled  anxiety  about  the   success   of   the 
'  Letter  lo  WUliani  V«ii»  MiuTay. 
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1  to  France.  The  great  aucceseee  of  the 
'  lUies  combined  against  that  power;  the  changes 
ID  the  Direciory,  and  the  rapidity  with  wliicb 
everything  seemed  verging  towards  a  restoration 
of  the  monarclij,  induced  some  members  of  the 
csbtjiet  lo  adriee  a  suBpensiou  of  [he  mission ; 
but  Mr.  Adams  waa  not  lo  be  convinced  or  per- 
BDsded.  Having  furnished  the  commis&iouera 
with  their  instruclious,  he  gave  his  final  order 
for  their  departure,  and  tlie;  sailed  in  a  frigate 
from  Rhode  Island  on  the  3d  of  Novcmber- 

A  private  leller  written  by  Washington  Bliorlly 
afterwards  lo  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  bespeaks  his 
■ppreheosioas  :  "  I  hftve  for  some  lime  past  viewed 
the  political  concerns  of  the  Uciiled  States  with 
tu  ansdous  and  painful  eye.  They  appear  lo  me 
to  be  moving  by  hanty  strides  to  a  crisis  :  hut  in 
wlint  it  will  result,  thai  Being,  who  sees,  foresees, 
And  direcis  all  tilings,  alone  can  tell.  The  ves- 
sel is  atloal,  or  very  nearly  so,  and  considering 
myself  as  a  passenger  only,  I  shall  trust  to  the 
mariners  (whose  duly  it  is  to  walch)  lo  sleer  it 
into  a  safe  port." 

His  latest  concern  about  the  army  was  to  give 
inslructious  for  hutting  the  troops  according  lo  an 
idea  origiually  suggested  by  Hamilton, and  adopted 
!  itevolntionary   War.     "  Allbougli   I    had 

tenuined  to  take  no  charge  of  any  military 
xraiions,"  writes  he,  "  unless  the  troops  should 
t  called   into  the  field,  yet,   under    (he   present 

lumstanceg,  and  considering  that  the  advanced 

son  of  the  year  will  admit  of  no  dehiy  in  pro- 
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viding  winler-quarters  for  the  troops,  I  have  wil- 
lingly  given   my  aid  in   that  business,  and  shall 


never  decline  any 
neeestary,  to  promote  tlie  good  of  tlie  service." 
■   ITiutin^Coti'i  Wrilingi,  xi.  46S. 
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W&ahiiigtoii  dige«»  ■  Plan  for  <b«  Miinagenient  of  bis  EbMU. 

—  His  Vicwi  in  fegnfd  lu  a  Military  Academ;.  —  Lottar  M 
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—  tU  l^vioonB  in  regard  to  tiis  Slaves.  —  l*roesediiig>  cf 
Congrua  dd  hia  Death.  —  Concliuion. 

INTER  had  now  set  in,  with  occasioDal 
ind  ami  rain  aiid  frost,  yet  Washington 
i)I  kept  up  his  active  round  of  in-door 
and  out-door  avocatioiu,  as  his  diary  records.  He 
itaa  in  lull  health  and  vigor,  dined  out  occasion- 
ally, and  had  frequent  guents  at  MouDt  Veriion, 
and,  as  UBuaJ,  was  part  of  every  day  in  the  sad<Ue, 
going  the  rounds  of  his  estates,  and,  in  his  mili- 
tary phraseology,  "  visiting  the  outposts." 

He   had    recently    walked    with    hia    favorite 
nephew  about  the  grounds,  showing  the  improve- 
ments he  intended  to  make,  and  had   es|)ecially 
pointed  out  the  spot  where  he  purposed  building 
■  new  family  vault ;  the  old  one  l>etng  ilaniaged 
by  the  roots  of  trees  which  had  ovei'growu  it  and 
tflftused  it  to  leak.     "  This  change,"  said  lie,  "  I 
*  all  make  the  first  of  all,  for  I  may  retjuire  it 
fore  the  rent." 
"  When  I  parted  from  liini,"  adds  the  nephew, 
"he  stood  ou  the  steps  of  the  front  door,  where 
Ite  took  leave  of  myself  and  another.    .... 
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It  waa  a  bright  frosty  raornirig ;  he  had  taken  hia 
usual  ride,  and  the  clear  healthy  flush  on  hia 
check,  uod  his  sprightly  manner,  brought  the  re- 
mark from  both  of  us  that  we  had  never  seen  the 
)^eral  look  so  well.  I  have  sometimes  thou^t 
him  (iocidedly  the  handsomest  man  I  ever  saw ; 
and  when  iu  a  lively  mood,  so  full  of  pleasantry, 
BO  agreeiible  Co  all  with  whom  he  osaociated.  that 
I  could  hardly  realize  he  was  the  same  Wash- 
ington whoae  dignity  awed  all  who  approached 
him."  ^ 

Fur  some  time  past  Wasliingtou  had  been  oc- 
cupied in  digesiing  a  complete  system  ou  which 
his  estate  was  to  he  managed  for  several  succeed* 
tug  ycHi's ;  specifying  the  cultivation  of  the  kt- 
eral  farms,  with  tables  designating  the  rotations 
of  the  crops.  Il  occupied  thirty  folio  pages,  and 
vas  executed  with  that  dearneBs  and  method 
which  characterized  all  hia  business  papers.  Thii 
was  fiuished  on  the  lOth  of  December,  and  wai 
accompanied  by  a  letter  of  that  dale  to  his  man- 
ager or  steward.  It  is  a  valuable  document, 
showing  the  soundness  and  vigor  of  his  ioiellect 
at  this  advanced  stage  of  Iiis  existence:,  and  the 
love  of  order  that  reigned  throughout  his  affairs. 
"  My  greatest  anxiety,"  said  he  ou  a  previous  oo- 
casion,  "  is  to  have  all  these  concerns  iu  such  K 
clear  and  distinct  form,  that  no  reproach  may  at- 
tach itself  to  me  when  I  have  taken  my  dupor* 
ture  for  the  land  of  apirita,"  ' 

It  waa  evident,  however,  that  full  of  health  and 
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-vigor,  he  looked  forward  to  ^his  loDg-cheriahed 
Slope,  ibe  etijoyment  of  a  serene  old  age  iu  Lhifl 
loome  of  hU  heart. 

According  to  his  diary,  tlie  moruing  od  which 

J   "Khese  voluminous  iustrucUoDs  to  ills  stewanl  wera 

^luled  was  clear  and  calm,  but  die  afternoon  was 

I   lowering.     The  ne*t  day  (11th),   he  notes  that 

'ftbere  was  wind  sod  rain,  and  "  at  night  a  large 

^nle  round  t/ie  moon." 

The  moruing  of  the  12th  was  overcast.  That 
ntorning  be  wrote  to  Hamilton,  heartily  apjiroving 
«f  a  plan  for  a  military  academy,  which  the  latter 
tad  Bubmitte^l  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  "  The 
^elablishment  of  an  iustitution  of  this  kind  upon 
a  respectable  and  exteDBive  basis.  ob*trvos  he, 
•■has  ever  been  considered  by  me  an  I'bjecl  of 
primary  importance  to  this  country  ;  ami  while  I 
■yrae  in  the  chair  of  government  I  omitted  no 
"proper  opportunity  of  recommending  it  in  my 
public  speeches  and  otherwise,  to  the  attention  of 
Ibe  legislature.  But  I  never  undertook  to  go 
into  a  detail  of  the  organization  of  such  an  acad* 
emy,  leaving  this  task  to  others,  whose  pursuit 
!a  tbe  path  of  science  and  attention  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  aucli  institutions,  had  betler  qmili- 
lled  tbem  for  the  execution  of  it.  ...  . 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  subject  will  meet  witb 
due  uttenlion,  and  tliat  the  reasons  for  ils  estab- 
lishment which  you  have  dearly  poioleil  out  in 
Jour  letter  to  the  secretary,  will  previtil  upon 
iJie  legii-lature  to  place  it  upon  a  permanent  and 
reapeclable  footjng."  Ho  closes  his  Ictier  with 
an   assurance   of  "  very  great    esteem    and    re- 
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gard,"  cho  lost  words  he  erer  was  to  addreaa  to 
Haiuilton. 

About  ten  o'clock  he  moonted  his  horse,  and 
rode  out  a&  usual  to  mutce  the  rounds  of  his  e 
tate.  The  ominous  ring  round  the  moon,  which 
he  had  observed  on  the  preceding  night,  proved  a 
fetal  portent.  "  About  ore  o'clock,"  he  notes, ' 
began  to  snow,  soon  after  to  hail,  and  then  turned 
lo  a  settled  cold  rain."  Having  on  an  over-coat, 
he  continued  his  ride  without  regarding  the 
weather,  and  did  not  return  to  the  house  tintil 
after  three. 

His  secretary  approached  him  with  letters  to 
be  franked,  that  they  might  be  taken  to  the  post- 
office  in  the  evening.  Washington  franked  the 
letters,  but  observed  that  the  weather  \ 
bad  to  send  a.  servant  out  with  thera.  Mr.  Lear 
perceived  that  snow  was  hanging  from  his  hair, 
and  expressed  fears  that  he  had  got  wet;  but  he 
replied,  ''  No,  his  great-coat  had  kept  him  dry." 
As  dinner  had  been  waiting  for  him  he  sat  down 
without  changing  his  dress.  '■  In  the  evening," 
writes   hia  Becrelary,  "  he  appeared  its  well  as 

Ou  the  following  morning  the  snow  was  three 
inches  deep  and  still  falling,  which  prevented  him 
from  taking  his  usual  ride.  He  complained  of  a 
sore  throat,  and  hiid  evidently  lakeii  cold  the  day 
before.  In  (he  afternoon  tlie  weather  cleared  up, 
and  he  went  out  on  the  grounds  between  the 
house  and  the  river,  to  mark  some  trees  which 
were  to  be  cut  down.     A  hoarseness  which  had 


hung   about   him    througli    the    day  grew   ' 
towards  ni^ht,  but  he  made  light  of  it> 
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He  was  very  cheerful  in  the  evening,  as  he  sat 
in  the  parlor  with  Mrs.  Wushiugtou  and  Mr. 
Lear,  amusing  himself  with  the  papers  which  hiul 
been  brought  from  the  poGt-offlce.  When  he  met 
with  Huything  inieresliog  or  entertaining,  he 
would  read  it  aloud  as  well  as  hia  hoarseness 
would  permit,  or  he  listeued  and  made  occasional 
comments,  wbile  Mr.  Lear  read  the  debates  of 
the  Virginia  Assembly. 

On  retiring  to  bed,  BIr.  Lear  suggested  that  ho 
should  take  something  to  relieve  the  told.  *'  No," 
replied  be,  "  you  know  I  never  lake  anything  for 
a  cold.     Let  it  go  as  it  came." 

In  the  night  he  was  taken  extremely  ill  with 
!  and  difficulty  of  breathing.  Between  two 
and  three  o'clock  in  the  nioniiiig  he  awoke  Mrs. 
WHshinglou,  who  would  have  risen  to  cidl  a  ser- 
but  he  would  not  permit  her,  lest  she 
should  take  cold.  At  daybreak,  when  the  ser- 
vant woman  entered  to  make  a  tire,  she  was 
sent  tci  call  Mr.  Lear.  He  found  the  general 
breathing  with  difficulty,  and  hardly  able  to  ut- 
ter a  word  intelligibly.  Washington  desired  that 
Dr.  Craik,  who  lived  in  Alexandria,  should  be 
sent  for,  and  that  in  the  mean  lime  Rawlins 
one  of  the  overseers,  should  be  sunimoned,  lo 
bleed  him  before  the  doctor  could  arrive. 

A  gargle  was  prepared  for  his  throat,  but 
whenever  he  attempted  to  swallow  any  of  it,  he 
was  convulsed  and  almost  suffocated.  Rawlins 
made  his  appearance  soou  after  sunrise,  but  when 
the  general's  arm  was  ready  for  the  operation, 
became  agitated,     "  Don't   be   afraid,"  said   the 
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general,  as  well  oa  be  could  speak.  Rawlins 
mule  &n  itjcisioD.  ''  The  urifice  is  Dot  large 
enough,"  said  Waahingloa.  The  blood,  however, 
ran  pretty  freel/,  and  Kfrs.  Washington  nncei^ 
tain  wheUier  the  treatment  was  proper,  and  fear- 
ful that  too  mach  blood  might  be  taken,  begged 
Mr.  Lear  to  stop  it.  When  he  was  about  to 
unite  the  string  the  general  put  up  his  hand  to 
prevent  him,  and  ns  soon  as  he  could  speak,  mur- 
mnred.  "more  —  more;"  but  Mrs.  Washington's 
doubt.';  prevailed,  and  the  bleeding  was  stopped, 
after  about  half  a  pint  of  Mood  had  been  taken. 
Eiterual  applications  were  now  msde  to  tha 
throat,  and  his  feet  were  bathed  in  warm  water, 
bnt  without  affording  any  relief. 

His  old  friend.  Dr.  Craik,  arrived  between 
eight  and  nine,  and  two  other  physicians,  Drs. 
INck  and  Brown,  were  called  in.  Various  reme* 
dies  were  tried,  and  additional  bleeding,  bat  all 
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ivail. 


"  About  half  past  four  o'clock,"  writes  Mr. 
Lear.  "  he  desired  me  to  call  Mrn.  Washington 
to  bis  !)od8ide.  nlien  he  rccjuested  her  to  go  down 
into  his  room  ami  take  from  his  desk  his  two 
wills,  which  she  would  fiud  there,  and  bring  them 
to  him,  which  she  did.  Upon  looking  at  them, 
he  gave  her  one,  which  he  observed  was  useless, 
as  being  superseded  by  tlie  other,  and  desired  her 
to  bnrn  it,  which  she  did,  and  took  the  otlier  and 
put  it  into  her  closet.  "  After  this  was  done,  I 
returned  to  hia  bedside  and  took  his  hand.  He 
said  to  me  :  *  I  find  I  am  going,  my  breath  cannot 
last  long.     I  believed  from  the  Ijrst,  that  the  dia- 
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orfer  would  prove  fatal.  Do  yoo  arrange  and 
record  all  mj  lat«  milimry  letters  and  papers. 
Arrange  my  accoiuita  Hiid  settle  my  books,  as  you 
know  lunre  abont  them  tlian  any  one  else ;  and 
let  Mr.  Rawlins  finish  recording  my  other  letters 
which  he  has  began.'  1  told  him  this  should  be 
done.  He  then  asked  if  I  recollected  anything 
which  it  wss  essential  fbr  bim  to  do.  aa  he  had 
bni  a  very  »borl  time  to  continue  wirh  us.  I 
told  him  that  I  could  recollecr  nothing;  but  I 
hoped  he  was  not  so  near  his  end.  He  observed, 
smiling.  Ibat  he  certainly  wm,  and  that,  as  it  was 
the  debt  which  we  all  mntt  pay,  he  looked  to  the 
event  with  perfect  resignation." 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  he  appeared  to 
be  in  great  pain  and  distress  from  the  difhculty 
of  breathing,  and  frequently  changed  his  jJOBture 
in  the  bed.  Mr.  Lear  endeavored  [o  raise  him 
sod  tirm  him  with  tM  much  ease  as  possible.  "  I 
am  nfraid  I  fiitigue  you  loo  much,"  the  general 
would  say.  Upon  being  assured  to  the  contrary, 
"Well,"  observed  he  gratefully,  "it  is  a  debt  we 
most  pay  to  each  other,  and  I  hope  when  you 
wont  aid  of  ibis  kind  you  will  find  it." 

His  sen'snt,  Christopher,  had  been  in  the  room 
during  the  day,  and  almost  the  whule  time  on  his 
feel.  The  general  noticed  it  in  the  afternoon, 
and  kindly  told  him  to  sit  down. 

About  five  o'clock  his  old  friend.  Dr.  Craik, 
came  again  into  the  room,  and  approached  the 
be<lside.  "  Doctor,"  said  the  general  "I  die  hard, 
tmt  I  am  not  afraid  to  go.  I  Iwlieved,  from  my 
fint  attack,  that  I  should  not  survive  it — my 
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brealh  canoot  last  long."     The  doctor 

his  liatid  in  aileoce,  retired  fhiiu  the  bedsde,  and 

sat  by  the  fire  absorbed  in  grief. 

Belweeo  five  and  six  the  other  phj^idans  cuoa 
in,  and  be  was  assisted  to  sit  up  in  his  bed.  **! 
leel  1  am  goiog,"  eaid  be ;  **  1  thauh  yim  far  yoat 
atieiitioDB,  bat  1  pray  you  nill  take  i 
trouble  about  me ;  let  me  go  off  qiuetly 
not  last  loug."  He  lay  down  agaiu  ;  all  retired 
exoepiiiig  Dr.  Craik.  The  general 
uneasy  and  restless,  but  without  complaining,  fre- 
quently asking  what  hour  it  was. 

Further  remedies  were  tried  without  avafl 
the  evening.     He  took  whatever  was  ofiered  him, 
did  us  he  wus  desired  by   the   physicinna,  and 
never  uttered  sigh  or  complaint 

"  About  ten  o'clock,"  write«  Mr.  Lear,  "ha 
made  several  attempts  to  speak  to  me  before  hft 
could  effect  it  At  leugth  he  aaiA. '  I  un  jnet 
going.  Have  me  decently  buried,  and  do 
my  body  be  put  into  the  vault  in  l< 
days  after  I  am  dead.'  I  bowed 
could  not  speak.  He  then  looked 
and  said,  '  Do  you  understand  me 
•  Yes,'  ■  'Tis  well,'  said  he. 

"  Altout  len  minutes  before  he  expired  (wtuoh 
was  between  ten  aud  eleven  o'clock)  his  brealb- 
ing  became  easier.  He  lay  quietly ;  he  with- 
drew his  hand  from  mine  and  felt  his  own  pulse. 
I  saw  his  countenance  change.  1  spoke  to  Dr 
Craik,  who  sat  by  the  fire.  lie  came  to  the  bed- 
side. The  general's  hand  fell  from  his  WTiat. 
I  took  it  iu  mine  aud  pressed  it  to  mj  boEoni 
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Dr.  Cr&ik  put  his  hands  over  his  eyes,  and  he 
expired  without  a  strugj^le  or  a  sigh. 

"  While  we  were  fised  iu  silent  grief,  Mrs. 
Washington,  who  was  seuted  at  the  foot  of  the 
bed,  asked  with  a  firm  and  collected  voice,  ■  Is  he 
gone?'  I  could  not  speak,  but  held  up  my  hand 
as  a  signal  that  be  was  no  more.  '  'Tis  well,' 
Raid  she  in  ihe  same  voice.  'All  is  over  now  ; 
I  shall  soon  follow  Lim  ;  I  have  uo  more  trials  to 
pass  through." " 

We  add  from  Mr.  Lear's  account  a  few  par- 
ticulars concerDing  the  funeral.  The  old  family 
vault  on  the  estate  had  been  opened,  the  rubbish 
cleared  awuy,  and  a  door  made  to  close  ihe  ea- 
tnwce,  which  before  hud  been  closed  with  brick. 
The  fuoeral  took  place  uu  the  18th  of  December. 
About  eleven  o'clock  the  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood began  to  assemble.  The  corporation  of  Al- 
exandria with  the  militia  and  Free  Maisona  of 
the  place,  and  eleven  pieces  of  caunoD.  arrived  at 
&  later  hour.  A  schooner  was  stationed  o&'  Mount 
Teruon  to  fire  minute  guns. 

About  three  o'clock  the  procession  began  to 
move,  passing  out  through  the  gate  at  Ihe  left 
irii^  of  [he  house,  proceeding  round  iu  front  of 
the  lawn  and  down  to  the  vault,  on  the  right  wing 
of  the  house  ;  minute  guns  being  fired  at  the  time. 
The  tiuops,  horse  and  foot,  formed  the  escort ; 
then  came  four  of  ihe  clergy.  Then  Ihe  general's 
horse,  with  his  saddle,  holsiers,  and  pistols,  led  by 
two  grooms  iu  black.  The  body  was  borne  by 
the  Free  Masons  and  officers  ;  several  members 
of  the  family  and  old  friends,  amoug  [be  number 


338  LIFE   OF    WASHINGTOff. 

Dr.  Craik,  and  some  of  tbe  Fairfitxes,  followed 
as  chief  mouTDers.  Ttm  ixtrporation  of  Alexan- 
dria and  numerous  privHtc  persona  dosed  the  pro- 
oessioD.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  read  die  funeral 
serviee  at  the  vault,  and  prououDoed  a  short  «d- 
drew;  after  which  Ilie  MaKona  performed  their 
eeremonies,  and  the  bodjr  was  deposited  in  the 
vault. 

Such  were  the  obsequies  of  Washioglan,  ainiple 
and  modest,  according  U>  his  oivo  wishes  ;  afl. 
ooufiued  lo  the  grounds  of  Mount  VeiimD,  which, 
after  forming  the  poetical  dream  of  his  life,  had 
DOW  become  his  final  resting-place. 

On  opeaing  the  will  which  he  hod  handed  ta 
Mrs.  Washington  shortly  before  death,  it  was 
fouud  to  have  been  carefully  drawn  up  by  him- 
aelf  in  the  preceding  July  ;  and  by  an  act  in  con- 
Ibrmity  with  his  whole  career,  one  of  its  first  pro. 
visious  directed  the  emaiicipaliou  of  his  slaves  on 
the  decease  of  his  wife.  It  had  long  been  bU 
earnest  wish  that  the  slaves  held  by  him  in  kil 
own  right  should  receive  their  freedom  during  his 
life,  but  he  had  found  that  it  would  be  attended 
with  insuperable  difficulties  on  account  of  their  u^ 
termixture  by  marriage  with  the  "  dower  d»- 
groes,"  whom  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  mnn- 
umit  under  the  tenure  by  which  they  were  held 

With  provident  beniguity  he  alflo  made  provis- 
ion in  Ills  will  for  such  as  were  to  receive  their 
freedom  under  this  devise,  bat  who,  from  Bg«^ 
l)odiIy  infirmities,  or  infancy,  might  be  unable  to 
support  themselves,  and  he  espreasly  forbade,  un- 
der any  pretense  whatsoever,  the  sale  or  iranspor- 
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Ution  out  of  Virginia,  of  any  slave  of  whom  he 
might  die  possessed.  Though  burn  and  edufate<l 
a  iJaveholtler,  Ihls  was  nil  in  cousoimnce  wilh 
feeliuga,  eealimeDls,  aud  principles  which  be  had 
long  entertained. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  F.  Mercer,  in  Sepltmi- 
Ikti  1786,  he  wriles,  "  I  never  mean,  uslesa  soine 
particular  circuinstoncesi  should  compel  me  to  it, 
to  possess  another  slave  by  purchLise,  !t  being 
among  my  first  wishes  to  see  some  plan  adopled 
by  wiiich  slavery  in  this  country  may  be  abol- 
ished by  law."  And  eleven  years  afterwards,  in 
August,  1797,  he  writes  to  his  at^phew,  Lawrence 
Lewis,  in  a  letter  which  we  have  had  in  our  hands, 
"  I  wish  from  my  soul  that  the  legislature  of  thia 
State  could  see  the  policy  of  a  gradual  abolition 
of  slavery.     It  might  prevent  much  fuiiire  mis- 

A  deep  sorrow  spread  over  the  nation  on  hear- 
ing that  Washington  was  no  more.  Congi-ess, 
which  was  in  session,  immediately  adjourned  for 
the  day.  The  next  moruing  it  was  resolved  that 
the  Speaker's  chair  be  shrouded  with  black  ;  that 
lite  members  and  officers  of  the  House  wear  black 
during  the  session,  aud  that  a  joint  committee  of 
bolll  Houses  be  appointed  to  consider  on  the  most 
suitable  manner  of  doing  honor  to  the  memory  of 
tlie  man,  "first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in 
the  hetirls  of  his  fellow-citizens." 

Public  lestimuDiiils  of  grief  and  reverence  were 
diaplnyed  in  every  part  of  the  Uuiou.  Nor  were 
UtesQ  sentiments  conhned  to  the  United  Stales. 
When  the  news  of  Washington's  death  reached 
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Eugland,  Lord  Bridport,  who  had  commmid  of  * 
BriiLili  fleet  of  uearly  sixty  sail  of  ihe  liue,  lying 
at  Torliay,  lowered  bis  flag  halT-iaast,  every  sUip 
foUowiug  the  example ;  aod  Bonaparte,  First  Cou> 
3ul  of  France,  oa  aiiuouDciDg  bis  death  to  ibtt 
arniy.  ordered  itiat  black  crape  should  be  suspen- 
ded from  all  ibe  BtondBrds  and  flags  tfamughoal 
the  public  service  for  ten  days. 


In  the  preceding  roluines  of  our  work,  ire 
have  traced  the  career  of  Washington  from  ear^j 
boyhood  lo  bis  eleTation  to  iLe  presidential  chair. 
It  was  an  elevation  he  had  neither  sought  ttat 
wished  ;  for  when  the  independence  of  hia  coun- 
try was  achieved,  the  modest  and  cherished  desira 
of  hia  heart  had  beeu  "  lo  live  and  die  a  private 
citizen  on  his  own  fivrni." '  and  he  had  shaped  out 
for  himself  an  ideal  elysium  in  his  beloved  shadeB 
of  Moaui  Vernon,  But  power  sought  him  in  hia 
retirement.  The  weight  and  influence  of  his  name 
and  character  were  deemed  all  esseutinl  In  oom- 
plete  his  work  :  to  set  the  new  government  in 
motion,  and  conduct  it  through  its  first  perils  and 
trials.  With  unleigned  relnciance  be  complied 
with  the  imperative  claims  of  hia  country,  and  ac- 
cepted the  power  thus  uiged  upon  liim :  advan- 
cing to  its  exercise  with  diffidence,  and  aiming  lo 
snrround  faimwlf  with  men  of  the  highest  talent 
and  iulorumtion  whom  he  might  consult  in  emer- 
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gentj :  bul  fiiin  and  strong  io  the  resolve  in  all 
things  to  BCt  as  his  cooscietice  told  him  was  "  right 
US  it  respect^  his  GoJ,  tiia  country,  and  himself." 
For  he  knew  no  divided  lidelily,  nn  sepnrate  obli- 
gation ;  his  mosi  sacreil  duty  to  himself  vea»  his 
highest  duty  to  his  country  ana  his  God. 

In  treating  of  his  civil  ndminiglratioii  in  this 
closing  volume,  we  have  endeavored  to  show  how 
truly  he  adhered  to  this  resolve,  and  with  what 
inflexible  integrity  and  scrupulous  regani  to  the 
pnblic  weal  he  discharged  his  functions.  In  exe- 
cuting our  task,  we  have  not  indulged  in  discus- 
sions of  temporary  questions  of  comrovorttd  policy 
which  agitated  the  incipient  estahlislimeut  of  our 
government,  but  have  given  his  words  and  actions 
u  coanecied  with  IhoHe  questions,  and  as  i]lu!4tra- 
tive  of  his  character.  In  this  volume,  as  in  those 
which  treat  of  his  military  career,  we  have 
ATOided  rhetorical  amplification  and  embelliBh- 
ments,  and  all  gratuitous  assumptions,  and  have 
■ought,  by  simple  and  truthful  details,  to  give  his 
efaaracter  an  opportunity  of  developing  itself,  and 
of  manifesting  those  fixed  principles  and  that 
noUe  consistency  which  reigned  alike  throughout 
his  civil  and  his  miUtury  cnreer. 

The  character  of  Washington  may  want  some 
Ot  those  poetical  elements  whicli  dazzle  und  de- 
Sght  the  multitude,  liut  it  possessed  fewer  be- 
qnalities,  and  a  rarer  union  of  virtues  than  per- 
liafM  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  one  man.  Prudence, 
firnmeM,  sagacity,  moderation,  an  overniling  Judg- 
ment, an  immovable  justice,  courage  that  never 
fiJtered.  patience  that  never  wearied,  truth  that 
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JBtHmmiA  all  uttfiae,  iwognaiihiiity  widiont  «]to7'> 
It  wema  ■■  if  PrarideBoe  bad  caadowed  him  in  « 
pnSumnemi  degree  wiik  the  qoalitiea  reqwsita  to 
fit  hi*  ft>r  tlae  bigfa  deadnj  be  waa  called  npon 
fnlfiU  —  to  conduct  a  aioHKnUnis  revolulion  wtudi 
waa  to  fbm  an  en  in  the  liialorj  of  the  world, 
aod  Id  iaaapuan  a  new  and  ootried 
wkidi,  to  ma  Ins  um  words,  was  to  laj  the 
it^tn  '  fcr  the  ojoTinetit  of  roncb  purar  cttfl 
IStaKj,  and  greaur  pnblie  luppinesa,  than  have 
Utboto  bMB  the  poraon  of  mankind  " 

Tbe  fiooe  Vf  Waahingfton  staud*  apan  from 
ereij  otlier  in  InHoiy ;  shining  with 
tre  and  a  store  benignant  glory-  With  as  hia 
memorj  renatiu  a  naticma]  proper^,  wbere  att 
sTQipiitliies  throughout  onr  widely-extended  and 
dirersitied  empire  meet  in  tmifOD.  Underall 
nons  and  amid  all  ibe  uorms  of  pany,  his  pT«(vpia 
and  example  apeak  to  n>  from  the  grave  with  a 
paternal  appeal;  and  his  name — by  all  mn 
—  forms  a  aniversal  tie  of  brotherhood  —  a  wi 
word  of  oar   Union. 

~  It  will  be  tbe  duty  of  the  historian  and 
sage  of  all    natioDs,"  writer   an    i     "  ~ 

BtiUe^mau    (Lord  Brongbani),  "  to  let  no  * 


until  time  shall   be   i 


e  has  made  in  wiidom  a 


ived  fmm  the  veneration  paid  to  the 


immortal  name  of  Washiiigton." 
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PORTRAITS  OF  WASHINQTOt). 

t*rhe  followiog  notices  of  the  vsriou*  wprewntiitiona  of  Wuh- 
IPKton,  wliich  bava  htea  preiwrrd  by  Iha  publiahcr  for  the 
OloMnrted  edition  of  thii  -work,  are  kiodly  furniflied  by 
Mr.  &-  T.  TttCKSKUAH,  IVotii  a  vnlume  trhicb  be  boa  now 
in  preia.) 

■HE   earliest  portraits    of  Washington    are 
more  inlcreatiiig,  perhapa,  as  meiiiorialg 

J   thna  an  works  of  art ;  atiil  we  tan  easily 

iinagilie  that  aesooiatiDns  endeared  them  to  his  old 
oonirade*.  The  ilri»  (blue  toat,  scarlet  faeings,  and 
luulerclothes)  of  the  first  portrait  by  Peale,  and  the 
joothful  face,  make  it  suggestive  of  the  Rrtt  expe- 
rience of  the  future  toniinfinder,  when,  exchanging 
the  mrrejor'g  implements  for  the  coloncrs  commis- 
■on,  he  bivouacked  in  the  wilderness  of  Ohio,  the 
leader  of  a  motley  ban<l  of  hunten,  provincials,  and 
Mrafret  to  confront  wily  Frenchmen,  cut  forest  roada, 
•nd  encounter  all  the  perils  of  Indian  ambush,  in- 
element  skiea.  undisciplined  ftJlowera,  famine,  and 
iroodlaod  skirmish.  It  recollx  his  calm  authority  )uid 
providential  escape  amid  the  dismay  of  Brsildock's 
defeat,  and  his  pleasant  sensation  nt  the  fir^t  whistling 
..af  boIleU  in  the  weary  march  to  Port  Necessity.    To 
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Charles  Wn.sox  Fealk,  ire  owe  tliia  precionK-  ^ 
relic  of  the  chieflain'i  youth.  His  own  carcor  par- — ^ 
took  of  the  vicissitudes  anil  wns  iinprencd  widk  thi^  ^ 
spirit  of  the  revolutjotiary  era :  a  unptain  of  toIiio-  -• 
leem  at  ibo  battles  of  Trenton  and  GiTauntown,  luiiS — m 
a  State  rvpresentstive  of  Pennsylvania,  «  favoritt^^ 
papll  of  West,  an  ingenious  meolianiciani  and  m  war —  - 
rior,  he  always  cherished  the  insljnct  and  tlie  IHcult^^^ 
fcff  art  1  and  even  amid  the  bustle  and  duties  of  tb^^ 
camp,  never  &ilod  to  seize  auapicioas  tntervalti  oV^ 
leisure,  to  depict  his  brother  offiuers.  This  purtrai  C 
t«d    in    17  72,   and   is   now    at    Arlington 

The  resolution  of  Congress  by  which  a  portnir 
by  thi/ artist  wns  ordereil,  wm  passed  before  the  oc- 
eupation  of  Philadelphia.  Its  progreis  niark»  the 
vicisaitudes  of  the  revolutionary  struggle  ;  con- 
mcDcod  in  iLc  glooniy  winter  and  half-faniislKMl  en- 
campment at  Valley  Forge,  in  1TI8,  the  battlu  cf 
Trenton,  Princeton,  ami  MonmoutJi  intervened  b^ 
fore  its  completion.  At  the  last  ptuce  Washinglon 
BUggcsbMl  that  the  view  from  tbe  window  of  Ha 
farm-house  opposite  to  which  he  was  sitting,  would 
form  a  desirable  background.  Pcale  adoptnl  the 
idea,  and  represented  Manmuuth  Court-house  and  a 
party  of  Hessians  under  guard,  luarching  out  of  it.' 
The  picture  was  finished  at  PrinceUin,  and  Kaa»a 
Hall  is  a  prominent  object  in  the  backgroaml  .  but 
Congress  adjourned  without  making  an  appropriation, 
and  it  remained  in  the  artist's  hands.  Laf»yet(4:  d«> 
sired  a  copy  for  the  king  of  France ;  and  Pealc  ex- 
ecuted one  in  1779,  which  was  tent  to  Paris;  but  lb« 
misfortunes  of  the  royal  lamily  occasione<l  its  saU, 
and  it  became  the  property  of  the  Count  do  Meaou, 
t  MS.  Lutlsr  of  Titi»n  K,  Peale  lo  George  I.ivpnnOTi. 
Esq. 
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who  brought  it  again  to  Ihia  1:01111117  ■"<'  presented 
it  to  tbe  National  Institute,  where  it  ia  now  prc^rved- 
Chapman  made  two  eopies  at  a  tbousand  dolian 
each ;  and  Dr.  Cratk,  one  of  tho  eaHiest  and  warm- 
est personal  (iieiids  of  Washington,  their  eoniminions 
B>  officers  in  tite  Fn-ncli  war  having  been  signed  on 
tbe  MUDHda/  (1!M),  declared  it  a  most  faithful  like- 
ness of  bim  as  he  appeared  in  the  prime  of  his  life.* 
There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Peate  family,  houorabljr 
lepreMUited  through  sereral  generations,  hj  public 
spirit  and  artistic  giftn,  that  intelligence  of  one  of 
the  moat  important  triumpha  of  the  American  arms 
was  received  by  Washington  in  a  dispatch  be  opened 
while  sitting  to  ^VilsuIl  Peale  for  a  miniature  intended 
for  his  wife  who  was  alao  present.  The  scene  occured 
one  ftoe  summer  afternoon  ;  and  there  is  somctJiing 
attractive  fo  the  fancy  io  the  association  of  this  group 
quietly  occupied  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
arts  of  peace,  and  in  a  commemorative  act  destined 
10  gratiify  conjugal  love  and  a  nation's  pride,  with 


lA,  F^.  4,  —  eta  Ercelleucy  Uenaral  W«ah- 
iDglOn  let  nlT  from  [his  city  Io  join  ihe  army  in  New  Jersey. 
During  Ibu  conrM  of  hi*  ghoit  stay,  the  only  relior  he  bu  ea- 
joytd  from  service  since  hs  first  entered  it,  he  baa  been  boa- 
oreil  with  every  rusrlt  of  esteem,  etc.  The  Counril  of  this 
Smis  being  dcHrou*  of  having  bis  picture  in  hill  length,  re- 
queatad  his  silling  (or  that  purpoie,  wbicb  be  politely  coni- 
pliad  with,  and  ■  striking  likeness  was  taken  by  Hi.  Peals 
of  ihia  dty-  The  porlnit  ia  to  be  placed  in  tbe  council 
chamber.  Don  J  nan  Matrailes,  tbe  uiini^ler  of  Franoe,  has  or- 
tlercd  five  cupies,  four  or  which,  we  Iiear,  are  to  be  sent  ibrDwl, 
—  Pemui^Miaa Fackei, February  lUb,  1779.    Feale'iiiral por- 

(be  KTjan  GbIIctv.  New  York.  He  painted  one  in  1778  for 
John  kancofk.  and  besides  Ihsl  for  New  Jcnsy.  others  for 
Fsaasylvania  and  UaryUnd. 


k 
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Uie  progress  of  a  war  and  tlie  luinoatuKineiit  of  a 
victory  frniiglit  with  that  nation's  liberty  and  tJi&t 
leader's  et«rnsl  renown. 

The  characteristic  trsiits  of  Penlc's  portraits  of 
Washington  now  at  the  National  Institute  and  Ar- 
lington House,  and  the  era  of  onr  history  and  of 
Washington's  hfe  Uivy  embalm,  mako  tbein  doubly 
valuable  in  a  eeries  of  pictorial  illustratioas,  each  of 
which,  independent  of  the  degree  of  profeeional 
skill  exhibited,  is  essential  to  our  WaahiixgtoiiiMi 
gallery.  Belbre  Trumbull  and  Stunrt  had  eaugbt 
from  the  living  man  his  aspect  in  maturity  and  age, 
the  rorm  knit  to  otliletic  proportions  by  self-denial 
and  activity,  and  clo'l  in  the  garb  of  rank  and  war, 
and  the  countennnci^  open  with  truth  and  grave  with 
thought,  yet  roiindcd  with  the  contonr  and  ruddy 
with  the  glow  of  early  manhood,  was  thos  genially 
delineated  by  the  hand  of  a  comrade,  and  in  the  in- 
fancy of  native  art.  Of  the  fourteen  portraits  by 
Peale,  that  exhibiting  Washington  as  a  Virginia 
colonel  in  the  colonial  force  of  Great  Britain,  is  the 
only  entire  portrait  before  the  Kevolution  extant.^ 
One  was  painted  for  the  college  of  New  Jeraey,  at 
Princeton,  in  1780,  to  occupy  a  fi-ame  in  which  a 
portrait  of  George  the  Third  had  been  destroyed  by 
a  cannon  ball  cluring  the  battle  at  that  plant  on  the 
3d  of  January,  1777.  It  still  remains  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  College,  and  was  saved  fortunately 
froiu  the  lire  which  a  few  years  ago  consumed  Nas- 
sau Hall.  Pcale's  last  portrait  of  Washington,  ex- 
ecuted in  17B3,  he  retained  until  his  death,  and  two 
years  since,  it  was  sold  with  the  rest  of  the  collection 
known    as    the    "  Pealc    Gallery,"   at    Philadelphia. 

'  A  miniature,  -niii  H.  have  been  p«inl«l  in  17S7,  at  the 
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There  b  a  pencil  sketch  also  by  this  artist,  framed 
irith  the  ivooil  of  the  tree  in  tront  of  the  famous 
Chew's  houae,  around  nhich  centertid  the  battle  of 
Gennantowii.* 

■  A  few  octogenarian*  in  iho  city  of  brotherlj'  love, 
used  to  ipeak,  not  many  years  since,  of  a  diminutive 
&ntily,  the  head  of  which  manifested  the  senEilive 
tamperament,  if  not  the  higbeet  capahilicies  of  art- 
Uc  genius.  This  was  Robert  Epos  Pinu.  Ue 
bnMi^t  to  America  the  earliest  cast  of  tho  Venus 
dft  Medici,  which  was  privately  exhibited  to  the 
MJect  ffew  —  the  mannera  and  morals  of  the  Quaker 
Citf  fiirtudding  its  exposure  to  the  common  eye.  He 
WM  coDsidered  a  superior  colorisl,  and  was  favorably 
iBtraduced  into  Mciety  in  Philadelphia  by  his  nc- 
kiwwledged  sympathy  for  tJie  American  cause,  and 
by  A  grand  project  such  a«  was  afterwards  partiolly 
realixed  by  Trumbull ;  tliat  of  a  aeries  of  historical 
paintings,  illustrative  of  the  American  Revolution. 
to  embrace  original  portraits  of  the  lenders,  both 
civil  and  military,  in  that  achievement,  including  the 
BtBteamen  who  were  chiefly  iostnimental  in  framing 
the  ConstituUoa  and  organising  the  govenmient. 
He  Inought  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  fikther  of 
the  late  Judge  Hopkinson,  whose  portriut  he  exe- 
cuted, and  its  vivid  tints  and  correct  resemblance 
■till  attest  to  his  descendants  the  ability  of  the 
painter.  He  lull  behind  bim  in  London  creditable 
portnuta  of  Geoq;e   the   Second,   Garrick,  and  the 

IZ>nke  of  Northumberland.  In  the  intervals  of  hig 
1  "  The  editnr  of  the  ttneimwh*  Enqmrtr  vts  lalely  shown 
■  pencil  ikeleh  of  General  Waehington,  tiken  Irom  lire  by 
CharlH  Wilson  Peaie,  m  the  year  1777.  II  wat  frrnnpa  nnm 
part  of  the  elm-tree  then  atanding  in  froot  of  ChcH'.<  hou'e, 
an  (ha  GenDinlown  tuLile-grDund,  aud  the  frame  wu  made 
by  a  son  of  Dt.  C'raley,  of  iBvolutioiiary  (vat." 
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large  fnpv  wm  pun'hased  at  Montreal,  in  1817,  bjr 
the  late  Henry  Brevoort  of  New  York,  nnd  in  now 
in  the  poBseRiion  of  liL-  son,  J.  Carson  Brevoort,  at 
Bedford,  L.  L  ' 

The  profile  likencm  of  Waahington  bj  Sharplers, 
\s  a  valuable  item  of  the  Xe^^y  which  Art  has  be- 
iienthcil  of  those  noble  nnd  benign  features  ;  he  eri- 
dently  beMowed  upon  it  bis  greateit  skill,  and  there 
is  no  more  correct  fat^iol  autJine  of  tbe  immortal  sub- 
ject in  exigence ;  a  diiciple  of  Larater  would  prob- 
ably find  it  the  most  available  side-view  for  physiog- 
nomicnl  inference ;  it  is  remarkably  adapted  to  the 
burin,  and  has  been  once,  at  least,  adequately  en- 
graved ;  it  also  has  the  melancholy  attraction  of  being 
last  portrait  of  Washinfrton  taken  from  life. 
!  of  Canova'D  feUow-worbmen  in  the  firat 
of  bis  artistic  lite,  was  a  mclaneboly  entbusi- 
wfaoee  thirst  for  the  ideal  was  deepened  by  a 
■orbid  tenacity  of  purpose  and  BensltiTcness  of  heart 
fann  of  character  peculiar  to  Italy;  in  its  vo- 
lnptaons  phase  illustrated  by  Petrarch,  in  its  stoical 
Alfieri,  and  in  its  combination  of  patriotic  and 
antimenls  by  Foscolo's  "  Letters  of  Jacopo 
Tbe  political  confusion  that  reined  in  Eu- 
a  time,  serioiwly  interfered  with  the  pursuit 
art  ;  and  this  was  douMegg  a  great  motive  with 
QciBEPPE  Cbracchi  (or  visiting  America ;  hut  not 
Iwa  inciting  was  the  triumph  of  freedom,  of  which 
that  land  had  recently  become  the  scene  —  a  triumph 
that  so  enlisted  the  sympathies  and  fired  the  imagin- 
ktion  of  the  republican  sculptor,  that  he  designed  a 
irand  national  monnmont,  commemorative  of  Aiuer- 
iean  Independence,  and  sought  the  patronage  of  the 
Mwly  arganiEed  government  in  ila  behalf.  Wash- 
>  This  portrait  n  now  in  the  eognvcr's  bimde  Ibr  Ibc  illus- 
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iiigUiD,  indiridDallj,  Tavqircd  his  design,  i 
model  of  the  propceed  worit  received  the  wann  ^i — ^o 
proval  of  competent  Judges;  but  taat«  for  an,  «qi« — "^e- 
cUiUj'  for  grand  monumental  statuary,  was  qa]l^^^»e 
undeTeIoj)e<l  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  th^^v^ 
reci[nent  of  Papal  orders  found  little  encouragement^  I 
in  a  young  republic,  too  busy  in  laying  the  fournlo—  - 
tiou  of  ber  cWil  polity,  to  give  much  thought  la  anj^av 

memorials  of  hiir  naw.-eiit  glory,     It  was,   butrevei ^ 

but  a  question  of  time.     Uii  pur[)08e   is  even  noi^^^ 
in  the  process  of  achieTement.      Washington's  nadia-    i 
Stat«  voluntarily  undertook  the  enterprise  tor  wliicfe:^ 
the  gcDeral  government,  in  its  youtb  was  inadequate   S 
and  it  was  auspidousl;  reserved  lor  a   native  artist-v 
and  a  single  member  of  the  original  confederacy,  tt> 
embody  la  a  style  worthy  of  more  than   iTalian  gen — 
iuK.  the  grand  conception  of  a  representative  mnn — 
mnenl,   with   Washington   in    n  colossal   equestriaa 
statue  as  the  centre,  and   the  Vii^inia  patriots   and 
orators  of  the  Revolution,  grouped  around   his  ma- 
jestic figure.     Ceracchi,  however,  in  aid  of  hb  dab- 
orate  project,  executed  the  only  series  oi'  marble  por- 
traitures from  life  of  the  reuonned  founders  of  the 
national  government:    his  busts  of  Hamillon,  Jayt 
Trumbull,  and  Governor  George  Clinton,  were    long 
the  prominent  ornaments  of  the  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  in   New  Tork  ;  the  latter,  especially,  was    r>«- 
markable,  both  in  regard  to  its  resemblance   to  tbs 
original,  and  as  a  work  of  art.      His  most  tmportaot 
achievement,  however,  was  a  bust  of  Wa8hingI«iL, 
generally  considered  the  most  perfect  representatioii 
of  the  man  and   the   hero  combined,   after   Stoart'i 
and  Houdon's  masterpieces.    It  b  in  the  heroic  style, 
with  a  fillet.     Tbc  fate  of  this  valuable  effigy  was  on- 
gukr.    It  was  purchased  by  the  Spanish  anibaBsadot, 
u  a  gift  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  then  at  the  fauigbt 
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I  power  at  Madrid ;  before  the  bust  reached 
Spain,  Godoy  wa»  exiled,  aod  ifae  minister  recalled, 
wlio,  on  hia  arrival,  translerred  it,  unpacked,  to 
Richard  Meade,  Esqnire,  of  Philadelpbia,  in  whose 
ftinily  it  remained  until  two  jeara  ago,  when,  at  the 
■dministratora'  sole  of  that  (gentleman's  linD  collec- 
tion of  puintings,  it  was  purchased  b^  Gouverneur 
Kemble,  and  can  now  be  seen  at  Ids  hospitable  uaan- 
don  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson. 

The  xeal  of  Curacchi  in  hU  rherisbed  purpose,  is 
indicated  by  the  assurance  be  gaTe  Dr.  Hugh  Wil- 
liamwm  —  the  historian  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
antbor  of  the  earliest  work  on  the  American  climate, 
ad  one  of  the  first  advocates  of  the  canal  policy  — 
rten  inviting  him  to  git  for  his  hiist,  that  he  did 
not  pay  him  the  compliment  in  order  to  secure  his 
TOtBfor  lie  nalional  monument,  but  only  to  perpet- 
uate the  "  features  of  the  Americaii  Cato."  With 
cbaracterislic  emphasis,  the  honest  doctor  declined, 
oa  tiio  ground  that  posterity  would  not  care  for  his 
Hneaments;  adding  tliat,  "if  he  were  capable  of 
being  lured  into  the  support  of  any  scheme  whatever, 
■gunat  his  conviction  of  right,  wood,  and  not  etone, 
DDgbt  to  be  the  material  of  hia  image." ' 

Baffled,  as  Ceracchi  ultimately  was,  in  the  rcali- 
iMion  of  hopes  inspired  alike  by  hia  ambition  aa  a 
Kulptor  nnrl  his  love  of  republican  Institutions,  he 
carried  to  Europe  the  proud  distinction  of  having 
taken  the  Initiative  in  giving  an  enduring  «hape  to 
the  revered  and  then  unfamiliar  features  of  Wash- 
ington. He  executed  two  busts,  one  colossal,  a  cast 
of  which  was  long  in  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Pine  Arts.  Impoverished,  the  darling  scheme  of 
his  lile  frustrated  in  America,  and  his  own  patriotic 
hopes  crushed  by  the  victories  of  Bonaparte  in  Italy, 
I  Dr.  HoBBck'i  Eaaiji, 
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and  hid  rapid  advances  towsnls  ioiperinl  siTajr,  tlie 
enChuflaetic  artiet  brooded,  with  intense  disappoint- 
ment, over  tbo  contrast  between  the  fresh  and  e«i- 
berant  national  life,  of  which  he  had  partaken  here, 
and  the  vassalage  to  which  Europe  was  again  pe. 
duced.  Napoleon  and  Washington  stood  rpTC&led, 
as  it  were,  aide  bv  side  —  the  selGsh  aggranilixmeDt 
of  the  one,  who  trampled  on  humanity  under  the 
prestige  of  military  tiimc,  and  the  magnaoimitf  of 
the  other,  tontcnt  to  be  the  immaculate  agent  of  a 
free  people,  after  Micrificiug  all  for  tbcir  welfare. 
Imbuecl  with  the  prineiplet  and  a  witness  of  the  self 
control  which  connitmrnated  our  Revolutionary  tri- 
umph, Ceracehi  beheld,  with  an  impaticn(.-c  that  can- 
.tioo  only  ri»traiiiud,  the  flteady  and  uascrupulotn 
oncraathtnent  of  Bonaparte  on  alt  that  h  cacreil  in 
nationality  and  freedom.  Somewhat  of  the  deep  in- 
dignaliuii  ami  the  sacrificial  will  that  niTved  tbe 
hand  of  Cliarlotie  Corday,  somewhat  of  the  faoali' 
ciam  that  moved  the  stadunt-assasain  of  Kotzehue, 
and,  perhaps,  a  litUc  of  tbe  vengeful  ire  of  Uavaillac, 
at  length  kindle<l  the  Italian  blood  of  tbe  sculptor. 
He  beeame  one  of  tbu  most  deturmineil  secret  con- 
spirators against  the  now  establisbed  uaiiriwr.  The 
memoirs  of  the  time  speak  of  his  "exaggerated  no- 
tions," bis  disdain  of  lile,  of  the  profound  gloom  tlisl 
often  cluudcd  bis  soul,  of  the  tears  be  alternately 
shed  of  admiration  at  tbe  brilliant  csploitji  of  tlie 
conqueror,  and  of  grief  at  the  wrongs  inlliuted  oo 
the  beautiful  land  of  his  nativity.  '■  This  nuttt," 
says  one  fair  chronicler  of  those  exi-iltng  limes,  "1u> 
a  soul  of  lire."  A  plot,  which  is  stigiiiulized  aa  iw- 
farious,  and.  according  to  rumor,  was  of  tbe  PiCHulii 
stamp,  aimed  at  tlie  life  of  Bonaparte,  when  First 
Consul,  was  finally  discovered,  and  Ceracchi  becam 
legally  conipromised  as  one  of  those  pledged  to  i 
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uecutian.  Ho  was  tried,  bolilly  acknowledged  his 
nuirderouB  intention,  nnd  was  condcnmed  to  death. 
Among  his  fi-Uow-coiiBpirators  were  two  or  tiiree  re- 
publicun  artists  wiib  whom  he  had  become  intimate 
a  Rome  ;  they  were  arrested  at  the  opera,  and  dag- 
gers Tonnd  ujjon  their  persons  :  the  plot  is  designated 
intlie  annals  of  the  time  as  the  Arena  Conspiracj'. 
Ceracchi  was  a  Coraiean  by  Virth  ;  and,  from  an  ar- 
dent admirer,  thus  beeame  the  deadly  ftie  of  his  great 
oountryiuan ;  and  the  gifled  artist,  the  enthusiastic 
tepnblicsn,  the  vindictive  patriot,  and  the  sculptor 
of  Washington  —  perished  on  the  scaffold. 

His  bast  gives  Washington  a  Roman  look,  bnt  has 
been  declared  to  exhibit  more  truly  the  expression 
cf  the  mouth  than  any  other  nork.  Those  of  Ham- 
iltOQ  and  Governor  Clinton,  by  this  artist,  are  deemed, 
\>J  their  respeclive  ^nilies,  as  eorrect  as  portraits, 
at  they  are  superior  as  pieces  of  statuary.  And  this 
il  presDinptive  evidence  in  favor  of  tlie  belief  that 
C^cchi's  attaehment  to  the  heroic  style  did  not 
miouily  interfere  with  the  general  truth  of  his  por- 
trtiture. 

The  dengn  of  n  statue  was,  therefore,  only  realized 

on   the   arrival  of   IIui'dok.      The   history   of  this 

Kulptor  is  ft  striking   contrast  to   that   of  Ceraeehi. 

aativo  of  Vcraaillea,  be  flourished  at  an  epoch  re- 

rkably  prolific  of  original  characters  in  all  dcpart- 

nts  of  letter*  and  art.     Many  of  these,  especially 

own  countrymen,  have  been  represented  by  his 

chisel.      He  enjoyed  a  long  and  pnwpemus  existence, 

having  survived  the  tnste  he  initiated,  and  the  friends 

of  his  youth,  but  retaining  a  most  cnMlitable  reputa- 

'  n  to  his  cleath,  which  occurreil  in  his  eighty-eighth 

ir.     He  rose  to  distinction   by  n  new  style,  which 

appears  to  have  exhibited,  according   to  the  lubjecl, 

a  reniaritable  simplioity  on  the  one  band,  and  elab- 


356  WASHINGTON  PORTRAITS. 


oration  on  the  other.  An  over-estimate  of  the  «fieel 
of  details  marred  his  more  labored  creations  i  but  ba 
had  a  faculty  of  catching  the  air,  and  a  taste  in  gea^ 
endlzing  the  conception,  both  of  a  real  and  fanciiU 
subject,  ivhich  nianife3(«d  unusual  genius.  Then 
was  an  individuality  about  his  best  norks  that  wog 
attention  and  established  his  fame.  Of  the  ideid 
kind,  tvo  nt're  the  subjects  of  much  critical  remu^ 
though  for  different  reasons.  One  of  them  was  in> 
tended  to  exhibit  the  effect  of  cold  —  an  idea  almo^ 
too  melo-drnmatic  and  physical  for  sculpture,  In^ 
quite  in  character  for  a  Frenchman,  aiming,  even  iB 
his  severe  and  limiteil  art,  at  theatrical  effect.  ThS 
other  was  a  statue  of  Diana  —  the  object  of  iiumei> 
ous  bon  motSy  first,  because  it  was  ordered  by  CathH!> 
ine  of  Russia,  who,  it  was  gcnerailj'  thought,  had  yt 
special  affinity  with  the  chasts  goddesa ;  and,  second]^ 
on  account  of  tlie  voluptuous  character  given  by  tboi 
artist,  which  procured  for  his  Diana  the  name  of 
Venus.  Houdon's  bust  of  Voltaire,  gained  him  w 
nown  at  once  in  this  department  of  his  pursdt,  ai)|S 
is  a  meinorablo  example  of  his  success.  How  up 
ioua  the  characters  whose  similitudes  are  perpflt> 
uated  by  bis  chisel  —  Gluck  and  Butfon,  BousseiM 
and  D'Alemiiert,  Mirabeau  and  Wasliington  1  J«|! 
ferson.  In  bohalf  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  arranged 
with  Houdon  at  Paris,  to  undertake  the  latter  com^ 
mission  ;  and  he  accompanied  Dr.  Franklin  to  thq 
United  States.  He  remained  at  Mount  Vernon  long 
enough  to  execute  a  model  of  Washington's  beadj 
and  fauiiliarixc  himself  with  every  detail  of  fats  feft 
tnres  and  the  traits  of  liis  natural  language;  but  thai 
implicit  fidelity,  now  evident  in  the  busts  of  our  ows 
leading  sculptore,  was  not  then  in  v<^ue,  and  tiw 
arUsts  of  the  day  were  rather  adepts  in  idealizing 
than  in  precise  imitation  of  nature ;  therefore,  th^j 


BOUDON. 


357 


reault  of  Houdon's  lubon,  though  in  general  atttiafac- 
tocy,  cannot  Iw  lued  with  the  mallieiiintical  eiacti- 
twle,  as  a  gultlu,  wbicb'frniater  attention  to  minutice 
would  have  securml.  There  is  a  sketch  b/  Stuart 
indicstiug  sunm  inmute  errors  in  the  outline  of  Hou- 
don'i  bust.  Ou  leaving,  he  prcaenteJ  Washington 
witli  the  bas-retief  which  used  to  hang  over  hia  chiur 
in  the  library  at  Mount  Vernon.  Uu  completed  the 
■tatue  after  his  return  to  Paris,  and  iti  the  diary  of 
GoBvemeur  Morris,  is  an  eutry  noting  hb  .itlendance 
U  the  artdst's  Btudio,  to  stand  for  the  figure  of  hia 
illiiBtrious  frienil,  wbom,  before  be  bucaniu  corpulent, 
lie  is  (aid  bi  have  resembled.  He  alludes  to  the  clls 
Cnmstance  as  "  being  the  humble  employment  of  a 
mannikin  ; "  ami  adds,  "  this  is  literally  taking  the 
advice  oT  Sl  Paal,  to  be  all  things  to  all  men."  The 
original  cast  of  the  head  of  this  statue  is  still  at 
Uoiint  Vernon,  and  the  statue  itself  is  the  uberiahed 
Dtnameut  of  the  Capitol  at  Richmoud,  and  has  been 
declared,  by  one  of  Washington's  liiograpbers,  to  be 
"»  perfect  a  resemblance,  in  face  and  Sgur«,  as  the 
Irt  admits ;  "  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  critic  of 
large  and  studioos  obacrvation,  who  was  well  ac- 
qownted  with  the  ap]>earani:e  of  the  original,  says 
that,  aa  a  likeness,  the  head  is  inferior  to  Ceracchi's 
bast.  Tliu  costume  is  authentic,  that  Waaliingtoii 
wore  as  comiiiandiir-iD-chJef;  it  has  been  affloiled 
*ith  the  usual  arguuienU  —  its  want  of  classical  ef- 
fect, and  its  undignified  style ;  but  less  conservative 
reisonera  applaud  the  truth  of  the  drapery,  and  the 
woric  is  endeared  as  a  faithful  and  uni(|Uii  representa- 
tion of  the  man  —  the  only  one  from  \ik,  bequeathed 
by  the  art  of  the  sculptor.  "Judgu  Marshall,"  aays 
I^.  Sparks  in  a  letter  to  un,  "  unco  told  ine  that  the 
bead  of  Houdon's  statue  at  Kichmuud,  aecn  at  a 
pcnnt  somewhat  removed  towards  the  aide,  trom  the 
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«  of  the  living 

Rmxbkaxvt  PiJt.K.  wkn  ipitB  nxing.  Ikcoiu 
'  iB«f  kk  faiiar'a  artinic  labor*.  IncoiD- 
a  kUK^  WaAmf^tua  nl  fcr  *  likencn  Id 
F  c^gfatHa.  aho  i>n  the  boaor  a{;U»t«d 
laifind  !■«.  ^mI  he  nfkilcd  b!>  fiitber'* 
1  Um  ineniorablc  do- 
xamtm.  Of  d«  ptmM  *aliM  of  hit  criginal  skiftcb 
il  i*  **■■■*'  n  fiwrn  iM  ■eewmto  cfBntoa,  bat  the 
■■MM  rtamit  oC  Im  cflbrti  to  pradoue  *  portrait  of 
WaihiflgUo  kw  attraed  ■  Ug;h  and  pemument 
ftTi  Be  KTiwfcd  Uautlf  of  the  bcrt  rewetobvnd 
poutU.  aad  alwaj*  woikcd  with  HoiMlaii's  biul  beTore 
bim.  Tliu  nithf  Uid  picture  k  the  bTortte  portnit 
of  a  ^"^  namber  ot  amateon  It  is  more  Aatk 
and  melknred  in  tint,  uMon  ebiborslely  irorked  up 
and,  IB  *0<De  f^MCte,  man  eflWtiTelir  arranged, 
than  vtj  of  itt  predecCMOfs.  Incloeed  in  an  oiai 
nf  «elt4iutated  ttODc  fretvork,  vigoroas  in  execu- 
tioD,  rich  in  color,  the  brow,  e^es.  and  moutb,  full 
—  altogether  it  is  a  striking;  and  impro- 
Tbat  it  was  ihae  ongiuallj  re- 
garded we  ma<r  iofer  from  the  uDsiiinioiu  resulntioa 
of  the  UnitM]  States  Senate,  in  1S3!,  appropriatii^ 
two  tbousanil  dollars  fyr  ita  porrbMe.  and  lirom  tli» 
Bunejoos  copea  of  the  ori^^inal,  in  miliciirr  coetume, 
belonging  lo  the  artist,  whii^h  have  l>een  ami  Are  nill 
ordered.  Rcmhramlt  Peale  is  said  to  be  the  only 
living  arust  who  ever  saw  Wuhington.  In  the 
pamphlet  wbicb  be  isued  to  authendi^nte  the  work, 
we  find  the  coniial  (vMimony  to  its  fidelity  and  other 
taeritc  of  Lawrence  Lewis,  the  eldest  nephew  of 
Wftsbington :  of  the  lat«  rencmble  John  Vaughui, 
of  Bishop  AVhiie,  RuJtia  King,  Chtxitf  Carroll,  Ed- 
wud  LivinptOD,  Gvaural  Sntilh,  Dr.  James  Thatcher, 
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Mtd  Judge  Cranch.  Chief  Justice  Marsbnll  utj-s  of 
it:  "It  is  more  Wasliington  biuuell'  Ibaii  any  por- 
trait 1  have  ever  Been ; "  and  Judge  Peters  explitins 
liii  spjHVTal  by  declfiriiig  "  I  judge  &oui  it«  elletit  on 
my  liieart." 

No  artiet  cajoj'ed  tbe  opportunities  of  Colonel 
9  the  portrayor  of  Washington.    Ab  aide- 


Tbi 

d&«anip  be  n 


irich  his  n\ 


1  the 
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appearance 
exL-iting  era.  At  the 
[utianary  atrugglo,  this 
officer  waa  among  the  moat  active,  and  t^suntiaily 
pronioted  the  secure  retreat  of  the  American  forcea, 
under  General  Siiltivan,  from  Rhode  Lland ;  he, 
fiierefbre,  largely  partook  of  the  spirit  of  those  daya, 
came  freely  under  the  influence  o(  Washington's 
.  character  as  it  pervaded  tbe  rauip,  and  bad  ample 
linfl  Bod  occasion  to  observe  tbe  commander-in-chief 
iv  bia  military  aspect,  and  in  social  intercourse,  on 
baraebnck,  in  tliu  fluid,  and  at  tbe  boipitahle  board, 
in  the  councils  ol'  war,  when  silently  meditnting  his 
(T«Kt  work,  when  oppressed  with  anxiety,  anjninted 
by  hope,  or  under  the  indueuce  of  those  ipiii^k  and 
Btrong  feetinga  be  so  early  learned  to  subdue.  Alter 
^IVnmbuU's  resignation,  anil  when  tiir  away  from  tJie 
•ceae  of  Washington's  glory,  he  painte<l  his  head 
'  tnaa  riK'oIlection,  so  distinctly  vas  every  feature  and 
«xpi««dou  imprfssed  upon  lus  mind.  In  the  autumn 
«f  ITBS  he  returned  from  Eurojie,  ami  U-jian  Ills 
-iketche*  of  the  chiels  and  statesmen  of  the  Kevolu- 
tkoi,  aHerwards  embodied  in  the  pictures  that  adorn 
tfav  BoEunda  of  the  Capitol,  and  ihe  originals  of 
wUch,  involunble  for  their  authenticity,  may  now 
be  seen  in  tbe  gallery  at  New  Haven.  Here  it 
the  niwi  spirited  jiortruit  of  Waeliington 
exists — tbe  only  rellectioii  uf  bim  as  a  soldier 
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gf  freedom  worthy  of  the  name,  drawn  from  I 
The  artist's  own  atcount  of  thii  work  is  given  id  hii 
memoirs  :  "  In  1 792  I  was  again  in  Philadelphia,  and  ' 
tliere  painted  tlie  portrait  of  General  Washington, 
now  placed  in  the  gtJlerr  at  New  Haven,  the  best, 
certainly,  of  those  that  I  painted,  and  the  be«t,  in 
my  esumation.  which  exists  in  his  heroic  and  military 
character.  The  city  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  instmcled 
Mr.  W.  R.  Smith,  one  of  the  reprewntatives  of 
South  Carolina,  lo  employ  mc  to  paint  (or  them  a 
portrait  of  the  great  man.  and  I  umlertook  it  ewn 
amort,  as  Ihe  commission  was  nnlimited.  meaning  to 
give  his  military  character  at  the  most  sublime  mo- 
ment of  its  exertion  —  the  evening  previous  to  the 
battle  of  Trenton,  when,  viewing  the  vast  superiority 
of  his  a]tproachin);  enemy,  the  impossibility  of  again 
crowing  llie  Delaware  or  retreating  down  the  river, 
lie  ooTiceifes  the  plan  of  returning  by  a  night  march 
into  tbe  country  from  which  he  had  been  driven, 
thus  cuttii^  off  the  enemy's  communication  and  de- 
stropng  the  depot  of  stores  at  Brunswick."  Then 
is  a  sii^ular  felicity  in  this  choice  of  the  looment  to  i 
represent  Washington,  for  it  combines  nil  tbe  mort 
desirable  elements  of  expression  characteristic  of  tbe 
man.  It  is  a  moment,  not  of  brilliant  auhierementi 
but  of  intrepid  conception,  when  the  dignity  of 
thought  is  united  witJi  the  sternneie  of  resolve,  and 
tbe  enthusiasm  of  a  daring  experiment  kindles  tlie 
habitual  mood  of  self-control  into  an  unwonted  glow. 
As  tbe  artist  nnfaUlcd  bis  design  to  WasliingtOD,  t&a  \ 
memoT}'  of  that  eventful  night  thrilletl  him  anew ; 
he  rehearsed  the  circumstances,  described  the  acenSk    , 


and  his  face  na«  lighted  up  as  the  memorable  crisia   ■ 
In  bis  coi]ntr)'*B  fate  and  his  own  career  was  renewed 
before  him.     He  spoke  of  tbe  desperate  chance,  tbe  t 
wild  hope,  and  tbe  hazardous  but  fixed  dclerminatiMi 
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of  that  hour ;  and,  as  tlie  gratified  pninter  [leclares, 
"  \o6ked  tbe  scene,"     ■'  The   result,"  he  snjs,  "  was, 
emini^ntly  successful,   and   the 
general  was  ■alislied.''     Whether  the  observer  of  the 
present  iaj  accedes  Ui  the  opinion,  that  he  "  happily 
tnnsferred  to  the  canvas  the  lotly  expression  of  hia 
animated  countenance,  the  resolve  to  conquer  or  pei^ 
iih ; "  whether  the  piuture  comes  up  to  his  precon- 
ceived  ideiU  ui'   the  heroic  view  ol'  Wsehinglan  or 
admit  that  it  combines  great  apparent 
spirit  and  the  genius  uf  action, 
Ulan  all  other  portraits. 

Although  not  so  familiar  as  Stu.irL's.  numerous 
good  cofues  of  Trumbull's  Washington,  some  from 
his  own,  and  others  by  later  pencils,  have  rendered 
h  j^moet'as  well  known  in  this  country.  Conlem- 
poniries  ^'ve  it  a  dt^cided  preference  :  it  recalled  the 
Iwder  of  the  American  armies,  the  man  who  was 
"Bat  in  tbe  hearts  of  his  couotrj-men,"  ero  age  re- 
laxed the  fiicial  muscles  and  modified  the  deciuve 
Goea  of  the  mouth  ;  It  was  associated  in  their  minds 
with  the  indignant  rebuke  at  Monmouth,  the  brilliant 
nrprise  at  Tr«nloi;,  and  the  heroic  patience  at  Val- 
kj  Forge  ;  it  was  the  Washington  of  their  youth 
iriio  led  the  armies  of  freedom,  the  modest,  the 
bnve,  the  vigilant,  and  triumphant  chief.  Ask  an 
elderly  Rnicbcrbocker  what  picture  will  give  yoa  a 
good  idea  of  Washington,  and  he  will  confidently 
icGsr  you.  ai  the  testimony  his  father  has  taught  him, 
to  Trumbull's  portrait  in  the  City  Hall.  When  La- 
byett«  first  beheld  a  copy  of  this  picture,  in  a  gen- 
tleman^ house  in  N'ew  Jersey,  on  Us  visit  to  this 
OOontiy.  a  few  years  before  his  death,  he  uttered  an 
Bzolauation  of  delight  at  its  resemblance.  An  ex- 
Cdlent  iiopy,  by  Vanderlyn,  adorns  the  United  States 
~~  of  ReprueutaUvcs,  for  the  figure   in  which. 
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George  B.  KapzLlye,  Esq.,  3  highly  respected  cidzen 
of  New  Yurk,  stood  witli  exemplary  patience,  for 
many  days,  wearing  a  coat,  perhape  tbe  firet  speci- 
men of  American  broadcloth,  that  had  been  worn  bjr 
Wtshrngton.  The  air  of  the  figure  is  ss  manly  EU>d 
elegant,  the  look  as  dignified  and  commanding,  and 
tbe  braw  as  practical  in  ila  moulding,  ai  in  Stuart'i 
representation  of  him  at  a  more  ailvnuced  period ; 
but  the  face  is  less  round,  the  profile  moro  aijiiitine, 
the  complexion  has  none  of  the  freah  and  nitldj-  hue, 
«td  the  hair  is  not  yet  blanchud.  It  is  altogether, 
a  keener,  mure  acUve,  less  thoughtful,  but  equally 
gracefiil  an<l  tlignified  man.  Ue  stands  tn  an  easy 
attitude,  in  full  uniform,  with  his  hand  on  his  horse's 
neck ;  and  the  most  careless  obserrer,  though  igno- 
rant of  the  subject,  would  recc^ize,  at  a  glance,  tbe 
image  of  a  brave  man,  an  intelligent  officer,  and  an 
honorable  gentleman.  The  excellent  engraving  of 
Durand  has  widely  disseminated  Trumhnll's  spirited 
head  of  Washington. 

Allliough  the  concurrent  testimony  of  tlioai!  belt 
fitted  to  judge,  give  the  palm  to  Trumbull's  portrait, 
now  in  tbe  gnlbry  at  New  Hnven,  as  the  most  faitii- 
ful  likeness  ofs  Witshjngton  in  his  prime,  this  praiaa 
seems  to  refer  ratlier  to  the  general  expression  and 
air,  than  to  the  details  of  the  &ce.  Trumbull  often 
feiled  in  giving  a  sMisfaelory  likeaesB;  he  never 
succeeded  in  rendering  the  complexion,  as  is  obvi- 
ous by  comparing  that  of  his  picture  in  the  New 
York  City  Hall  with  any  or  uU  of  Stuart's  hends}' 
tJie  former  is  yellow,  and  gives  the  idea  of  a  biliou>  ■ 
temperament,  while  the  latter,  in  every  inatancfl, 
have  the  florid,  ruddy  tint,  wUch,  we  are  assured, 
was  charat'tL'ristic  of  Washington,  and  indicative  of 
his  active  kibits,  constant  exposure  to  the  elemcnle, 
and    Saxou   blood.     The  best  efforts   of   Trumbull 
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e  Vii  firit,  tarefhl  aketches ;  he  never  coultl  eUb- 

iriLh  equnl  efTect ;  Uie  colleeUon  of  gmull,  orig- 

,1  lieoda,  from  which  his  histui'ical  pictures  were 

«  invaluuble,  as  the  most  Auth<^iitic  ruBem- 

n   exiflhuii-e   of  our   rcvoiiitioniu-y  buroei. 

e  a  genuine  look  and  a  spirited  air,  aeUtom 

ble  in  llie  enlar^d  eopleg. 

"  Woaljiiigton,"  says  Trumbull,  in  describing  the 

in  represented  Blaciding  on  eleviited  ground, 

1  the  south  lude  of  the   Creek  at  Trenton,  e.  btlie 

w  the  stone  bridge  and  mill      He  hiis  a,  rooon- 

M^tering  gtau  in  his  baud,  with  which  bo  a  sup- 

pOMid  to  have  been  examining  the  strvngtli  of  the 

IhmUIo  armv,  pouring  into  and  occupj-ing  Trenton, 

Jrhich  he  bag  just  abandoued  at  their  appearance  ; 

',  having  ascertained  their  great  superiority,  as 

U  in  nnmbers  as  discipline,  he  is  supposed  to  have 

1  meditaltng  boir  to  avoid  tbe   apparently  im- 

ruin,  and    to   have  just  formed  the  plan 

i  executMl  during  the  nighL     TIua  led  to 

lenilid  success  at  Princeton  on  the  iblloiring 

niitiou  of  tlie  grt^at  Frud- 

i,  placed  his  military  character  on  a  level  with 

f  tlie  greatest  nnumauders  of  ant-iont  or  uiud- 

nes.     Behind,  and  near,  un  atb-'iulont  holds 

me.     Everj'  minute  article  of  dreie,  down  to 

s  buttons  and  spura,  and  tbe  bueklea  and  straps 

f  the  hurse  furniture,  were  ciirofully  painted  from 

.e  geutlerauu  who  was  the  mediuiu  of  this  coni- 
k  to  Trumbull,  praised  his  work ;  but  awnre 
!  popular  sentiment,  declared  it  not  ciibu  and 
ceM  enough  to  sabsly  those  for  whom  it  was  iii- 
WitU  reluctance,  the  painter  aaked  VVMh- 
I,  overwhelmed  as  he  was  with  oflitial  duty,  to 
r  another  pottriut,  which    represents   hiui    in 
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hU  erei7--iiB;  aspect,  and  tlicrelbre  betMr  pleated 
Uie  ciiiictu  of  Cbarleslon.  "  Keep  this  picture," 
said  Washington  to  the  artist,  speaking  of  the  first 
ezperimoDt,  '-  and  finish  it  to  your  own  tatte." 
When  the  Connecticut  Stale  Society  of  Cinciiuwti 
di»olieil,  a  TeiT  of  the  muoibera  purchased  it  •«  S 
gift  to  Yde  College. 

Gilbert  Stuart's  moet  cherished  anticipaijoi) 
when  he  left  Euglanil  for  America,  was  that  of  ei- 
eculing  a  portrsit  of  Washington.  A  consunuuale 
artist  in  ■  branch  which  his  own  triumphs  had 
proFed  could  be  rendered  of  the  highest  interest,  he 
eagerly  sought  illuEtrious  subjects  for  his  feadL 
Tbii  enthusiasm  was  increased  in  the  present  com, 
by  the  unsullied  Gune  wid  the  exalled  Eurapcaii 
repatation  of  thu  American  hero,  by  the  greaUat 
persou&l  admimtion  of  his  character,  and  by  the 
fact  that  no  satisfacliiry  representation  existed  abroad 
of  a  muo  whose  name  was  identical  with  more  than 
Boman  patriutidtn  and  magnanimity.  Stuart,  by  a 
series  of  masterly  portraiU,  hftd  established  hia  re- 
nown in  London ;  lie  had  mingleil  in  the  beat  aoel- 
ety ;  his  vigorous  mind  was  cognixant  of  all  liie 
charms  tbtU  wit  and  acumen  lend  to  human  inter- 
coune,  and  he  knew  the  pow«r  whi<:h  genius  and 
will  mar  so  readily  command.  His  own  nature  waa 
more  remarkable  for  strength  than  refinement ;  he 
was  eminently  fitted  to  appreciate  practical  talents 
and  moral  en<^rgy ;  the  brave  truth,  of  nature  rathar 
than  her  more  delieat«  effects,  were  grasped  and 
reproduced  by  his  skill ;  be  might  not  have  dona 
justice  to  the  ideal  contour  of  Shelley,  or  the  gentle 
leatures  of  Mary  of  Scotland,  but  could  have  per- 
fectly reflected  the  dormant  thunder  of  Mirsbean'a 
countenance,  anil  the  ai^umentative  abatnictiun  that 
knit  the  brows  of  Siunuei  Johnson.     lie  was  a  V(v 
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tuj  of  truth  in  her  boldest  inanifestatianB,  and  & 
delineator  of  characWr  in  itg  normal  aad  suBtained 
dements.  Tbe  robust,  tbe  venerable,  tbe  moral  pic- 
tnrteque,  the  mentally  characteristic,  be  seized  by 
btuition ;  tUose  lines  of  physiognomy  which  chan- 
neled by  wiEi  the  map  of  inward  life,  which  years 
thought  and  action  trace  npon  the 
:e,  the  hue  that  to  an  observant  eye,  indi- 
eatei  almost  tbe  dailv  vocation,  the  air  suggestive 
ofanthority  or  obedience,  firnmeai  or  vaciUationi  the 
glance  of  the  eye,  which  is  the  measure  of  natural 
intelligence  and  the  temper  of  the  soul,  tbe  axprea- 
■ion  of  the  moatb  that  infallibly  betrnya  the  disposi- 
tion, the  tint  of  hair  and  mould  of  features,  not  only 
attesting  the  period  of  life  but  revealing  what  that 
life  has  been,  whether  toilsome  or  inert,  self-indul- 
gent or  adventurous,  careworn  or  pleasurable  — 
ttieee,  and  sucli  as  these  records  of  hamanity,  Stuart 
(ransferre'l,  in  vivid  colors  and  most  trustworthy 
oatlines,  to  the  canvas.  Instinctive,  therejbre,  waa 
his  xeal  to  delineate  Washington  ;  a  man,  who,  of  all 
the  aons  of  Ihme,  most  clearly  and  emphatically 
wrote  his  character  in  deeds  upon  the  world's  heart, 
whose  traitj  required  no  imngination  to  give  them 
effect  and  no  metaphysical  iuaiglit  to  unravel  their 
perplexity,  but,  were  brought  out  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  time  in  distinct  relief,  as  bold,  fresh,  and  true 
H  the  Terdnre  of  spring  and  the  lights  of  the  firma- 
nent,  equally  recognized  by  the  humblest  peasant 
Mid  tbe  most  gifted  philosopher. 

To  trace  the  history  of  each  of  Stuart's  portraits 
of  Washington  would  prove  of  curious  interest. 
One  of  bis  letters  to  a  relative,  dated  the  second 
of  November,  1701,  enables  us  to  fii  the  period  of 
the  earliest  experiment.  "Tbe  object  of  my  jour- 
ney," he  says,  "is  only  to  secure  a  portrait  of  the 
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PrMideot  anil  finish  yours."  Oog  of  the  lucoeed- 
ing  pictnrcB  was  bought  from  the  artist's  studio  hy 
Mr.  Tuyloe,  of  Washington,  and  is,  at  present,  owned 
be  his  son,  B  Ogle  Tayloe,  Esq. ;  another  irns  long 
in  the  po9ses9'ion  of  Madison,  nnd  it  now  in  that  of 
Got.  E.  Coles,  of  Philndeiphift.  The  fUll-k-ngth,  in 
the  pfesi<lentia1  munainn,  nt  the  seat  of  govarnment, 
mu  saved  through  tlie  foresight  and  c^nre  of  tfao 
Ittte  Mw.  Mndiaon,  when  the  eity  was  t.'vkcu  by  the 
British  ill  the  last  war.  Stuart,  however,  alwaje 
denied  that  this  copy  was  by  him.  Another  por- 
tmit  of  uniloubted  authenticity  was  offered  to  and 
declined  by  Congress,  a  few  years  ago,  and  is  owned 
by  a  Boston  gentlemitn ;  and  one  graced  the  liospiti' 
ble  ilwclling  of  Samuel  Williams,  die  London  banker. 
For  a  long  period  artistic  productions  on  this  side  of 
the  water  were  subjects  of  ridicule.  Tudor  not  in- 
aptly calleil  the  New  England  country  meeting-houses 
"  wooden  lant«ms  ;  "  almost  every  town  boasted  an 
Brehit«ctural  monstrosity,  popularly  known  aa  some- 
body's "  folly ;  "  the  rows  of  1^  in  Trumbull^  jmc- 
torc  of  the  Signing  of  the  Declaration,  obtained  fye 
it  the  sarcutic  namn,  genernlly  ascribed  to  John 
Rnndolph,  of  "the  shin  piece;"  and  Stuart's  Rill 
length,  originally  painted  Ibr  Tjord  Lansdownc,  with 
one  arm  resting  on  his  sword  hilt,  and  the  other  ex- 
tended, was  distinguished  among  artists  by  the  title 
of  the  "  tea-pot  portrait,"  from  the  resemblance  of 
the  outline  to  the  handle  and  spout  of  that  domeitta 
uteuall.  The  feature,  usually  exaggerated  in  poor 
copies,  and  the  least  agreeable  in  the  original,  it 
the  noutb,  resulting  from  the  want  of  sapport  of 
those  mnsrles  consequent  on  the  loss  of  teeth,  a  d»- 
feet  which  Stuart  vainly  attempted  to  remedy  by  in- 
serting cotton  between  the  jaw  and  the  lips;  and 
Wilson  Pcale  more  permauently,  but  not  leaa  inef- 
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rectnally,  -lought   to    ruliave   by   it 
teeth. 

We  have  seen  in  Western  New  York,  a  cabinet 
bead  of  Wtubington  vrhicb  benrs  strong  evidence  of 
Stuart's  pencil,  and  is  traced  directly  by  its  preient 
owner  to  bis  hand,  whtcb  was  purcbnscd  of  die  ar- 
tist and  prcBented  to  Mr,  Gilbert,  a  mtmlier  of  Con- 
gCKSB  from  Columbia  County,  New   York,  a  gcutle- 
man  who  held  the  oiiginid   in  such  vetioration  that 
lie  requested,  on  his  death-bed,  to  have  ihe  piutnre 
exhibited  to  his  fading  gaze,  as  it  was  the  last  ob- 
ject he  desired  (o  behold  on  earth.     The  remarks 
r  of  llie  Iat(«r  artist  indicate  what  a  study  he  made 
[  of   tus   illustrious    sitter :    "  There    were,"  he    sud, 
"fealnres  in  his  face  totally  different  from  wliat  he 
I   liad  observed  in  any  other  human  bi^inij; ;  the  sock- 
eta  of  the  eyes,  ibr  instance,  were  Inrgi^r  than  what 
'~  fi  ever  met  with  before,  and  tbe  upper  part  of  the 
oae  broader.     All  his  Ibatures  were  inilicativo  of 
the  itrongeit  passions;  yet,  like   Socrates, tiis  judg- 
Eiit  and  great  self«omniand  made  him  appear  a 
in  of  a  dilTerent  cast  in  the  eves  of  the  world." 
The  color  of  his  eyes  were  a  light  grayish  blue,  but 
«eoordiog  to  Mr.  Custis,  Stuart  paintcti  them  of  a 
spcr  blue,  saying  "  in  a  hundred  ycurs  they  will 
,   lure  fiwied  to  the  right  color." 

While  Congress  was  in  session  «t  Philadelphia,  in 
1T94,  Stuart  went  thitlier  with  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  Washington,  from  John  Jay.  He  first  mot  his 
iUiutriooB  siibjct't  on  a  reception  evening,  and  was 
•pontancously  accosted  bj  him  with  a  greeting  of 
i^nlfied  nrbanity.  Familiar  ns  was  the  paint«r 
i^th  eminent  men,  be  aflcrwards  declared  that  no 
hnmao  being  ever  awakened  in  him  ibe  sentiment 
of  reverence  to  such  a  degree.  For  a  moment,  he 
Imt  liis   sulf-pOBsession  —  with   him   an  experience 
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quite  unpreceilenUd  —  and  it  was  not  until  wreral 
ititervie»s  that  he  felt  himself  enotigli  at  home  with 
bis  ti(l«r  la  give  the  r«quiiite  concentraCion  of  mind 
to  bis  work.  This  was  owing  not  less  to  the  pet' 
■onal  inipresiivenesB  of  Washington  —  which  all  who 
came  in  contaet  with  him  felt  aod  acknowledged  — 
than  to  the  profound  rei'itect  and  deep  interctt 
which  the  long  anticipations  of  the  artist  had  fos- 
tered in  hfa  own  mind.  He  (ailed,  probably  from 
tiiis  cause,  in  his  first  experiment.  No  portrwt- 
pointer  luu  left  such  a  reputation  for  the  faculty  of 
eliciting  expression  hy  his  social  tact,  as  Stnut, 
He  would  even  defer  hia  task  upon  any  pretext,  un- 
til he  succeeded  in  making  the  sitter,  as  he  sud, 
"  look  like  himself."  To  induce  a  natural,  nncoa- 
acioui,  and  characteristic  mood,  waa  his  initiative 
step  in  the  execution  of  a  portrait.  Innumerable 
are  the  anecdotes  of  his  ingenuity  and  perwstence 
in  carrying  out  litis  habit.  More  or  less  convereant 
with  every  topic  of  general  interest,  and  endowed 
with  rare  conversational  ability  and  knowledge  of 
character,  be  seldom  lUled  to  excite  the  ruling  pM- 
non,  magnutiKe  liie  prominent  idiosyncrasy,  or  awaken 
the  profuaional  interest  of  the  occupant  of  his  Ihnmc^ 
whether  statesman,  farmer,  actor.judge.or  merchant; 
and  his  fund  of  good  stories,  narrated  with  dramatic 
^ect,  by  ent^haining  the  attention  or  enlisting  the 
sympathies,  usually  made  the  delighted  listener  selP- 
oblivious  and  demonstrative,  when,  with  an  alertneM 
and  precision  like  magic,  the  watchful  limner  trana- 
ferred  the  vital  identity  of  bis  preoccupieil  and  &•- 
cioated  subjiict,  with  almost  breathing  similituda. 
In  Washington,  however,  he  found  a  Iras  flexJUa 
character  upon  which  to  scintillate  his  wit  and  open 
bis  anecdotical  battery.  Facility  of  ailaptation  sel- 
dom   accompanies  great    individuality ;    and  a  man 
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"wIioiB  entire  lile  liaa  been  oppresMvI  with  responsi- 
luilily,  and  in  whom  the  prevalent  (jualities  ive  um- 
^b«ience  and  good  mo^  can  scarcely  be  expvi^tcil  U> 
-^xasM  humor  and  genialitj  In  the  same  proportion 
s  Klr-4,-ontrol  and  reflection.  On  the  proressional 
s  of  agriculture  and  mititarii'  science,  Wssliitig- 
^c^on  was  always  ready  to  coQvene,  if  not  trith  enlliii- 
^^iasm,  at  leait  in  an  attentive  and  intelligent  strain ; 
%jul  the  artillery  of  repartee,  anil  the  sallies  of  fancy, 
braille  but  a  ilight  iutprenlan  upon  his  grave  and  re- 
^^rvcd  nature.  He  was  delicient  in  language  —  far 
Knorv  a  man  of  action  than  of  nrords  —  and  had 
~fceen  obliged  to  think  loo  mm^b  on  vaat  intcrwU,  (o 
*"*  carry  America  in  hi>  brain,"  as  one  of  his  eutogisti 
%as  aptty  said,  to  re^ily  unbend  in  collotiuint  diver- 
non.  By  degrees,  however,  the  desirable  relation 
'•wta  egtabtished  betweiin  hlmgelr  and  the  artist,  nho, 
vif  several  poitrnite,  justly  gave  the  prelerence  to 
the  Lanadowne  picture  and  the  unfinLshe<l  one  now 
pCBM»ed  by  ibe  Boaton  Athenieum.  Tliey,  dotiliC- 
lea,  ar«  the  most  perfect  representations  of  Wa«h- 
inglon,  as  he  looked  at  the  time  they  were  executed, 
and  will  ever  be  the  standards  and  resource  of  sub- 
Rqoent  lielineabirs.  The  latter,  supposed  by  many 
to  faa.ve  been  bis  original  "study,"  engaged  bis  atten- 
ticn  for  months.  The  freshness  of  color,  the  studious 
Dudeling  of  the  brow,  the  niiugling  of  clear  pur< 
]icMe  nod  benevolence  in  the  eye,  and  a  thorough 
noUeiMU  and  dignity  in  tlie  whole  head,  reulitc  all 

fcille  moit  intelligent  admirer  of  the  original  has  im- 
■poed  —  not,  indeed,  when  thinking  of  him  as  the 
failraiHd  leader  of  armies,  but  in  the  last  analysis 
Wd  complete  image  of  the  hero  in  retirement,  in  all 
the  consciousness  of  a  subliine  career,  unim  pencil  able 
fidelity  to  a  national  trust,  and  the  eternal  grnliLudv 
of  a  free   people.     It  is  this  masterpiece  of  Stuart 
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tfast  h»a  Dot  only  perpetu&teil,  but  distributed  c 

the  ^be  the  resembtancc  or  WaahJiigton.      It  hm  I 


1  someumes   lamented,  that  » 


populkr  a  work  ' 
&  toccefefiiL 


I  represent  him  i 
wBirior.  or  In  the  Sush  of  voutb ;  but  there  taenia  to 
be  s  singular  hannony  )>et«aen  this  Tenerablo  image 
—  90  nijyestic.  benignant,  nud  eerene  —  anil  the  ab- 
solute rbaracter  and  peculiar  example  of  Waahing- 
lon.  sepitrated  from  what  vrat  purely  incidental  am] 
coDtingCDt  in  his  life.  SeHkontrol,  endurance,  daunt- 
less ourage,  luyalty  to  a  Just  but  sontetime*  dcspei^ 
aU.'  eauBis  hope  through  the  nioM  hopi-lcee  criMa.  and 
a  tone  of  feeling  the  mi»t  exalted,  united  to  baluli 
of  uandiU  simplieity,  ore  belter  embo-Iicd  in  each  a 
caltn,  magnanimous,  mature  image,  full  of  dignity  and 
ewcetneas,  than  if  portrayed  in  battle  «T«y  or  ind> 
drauiatic  attitude.  Let  such  pictures  «e  D«tiA 
Napoleon  —  with  prancing  Aeed,  flaahii^  eye,  and 
waving  sword  — represent  the  mere  victor  and  mili- 
tary genius :  but  he  who  spamed  a  crown,  knew  no 
watchword  but  duty,  no  goal  but  freedom  and  jn*- 
tice,  and  no  reward  but  the  approval  of  conwlenec 
and  the  gratitude  of  a  country,  lives  more  appropri- 
ately both  to  meDuxT  and  in  art,  under  tliii  aapeot 
of  a  finished  life,  crowned  with  the  harved  of  honor 
and  peace,  and  serene  in  the  consuDuaation  of  disin- 
terested purpose. 

A  letter  of  Stuart's  which  appeared  io  the  New   I 
York  "  Evening  Post,"  in   185S,i  attested  by  three  | 

1  lilslract  iTom  article  In  fcninj  PotI,  S.  T.,  Hjueh  U 
1853:  — 

"  II  nuj  set  this  question  at  rtet  to  eUte.  Ihit  StUJut  liliB-  I 
•elr  bit  given  an  account  of  sti  the  portnils  of  WaahingtM  ■ 

"A  trentlanian  of  Philadelphia  has  In  bin  pnrmfiiirtnil  the  in  Iff   1 
inals  of  ths  foltowing  docomflnts.    l£diL  AM.)  — 
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gentlemen   of   Boston,   with    < 

ine    Irom    Wasb 

ington 

a   fitting,   |.rov, 

»      t\K 

fTTor  long  curreut  in  regard 

both   to  the  dates  and 

"  ■  Stb:  —  I  am  under  promne  I 

D  Nn.  Binfhem,  to 

nit  for 

yon  to-morrow  m  nina  o'clock,  ■dc 

1  wiahlau  10  know 

if  it  be 

it  «hall 

be  ftt  rour  owo  houK,  (u  ih«  lilki 

■i  of  the  Suie-Hoi 

ite).    I 

tmd  Uib  oole  to  ]-dii  to  uk  iofiii 

(ilndiratMrTt., 

■  GEO.  WASHINGTON.' 

•■■M<™Uye™.ing,Ui*^pr^l 

7»«.' 

-Thb  letter  «M  indoiHd  in  Wii> 

ihingt«n's  hindwrii 

liog,- 

'Mi.  Sw«ft,  Che«tuut  StrwL'    A 

t  the   foot  of  the 

manu- 

nipt  ve  the  followmg  certiGciteb: 

— 

-ia  looking  over  my  pipe™  lot 

ind  one  that  had  Ihi 

!.i(ni«- 

Mra  of  George  WuAinglaa,  1  fouiir 

1  thi>,  Mkirg  OH  wbeD  he 

(hoalil  lit  for  hie  portrut,  which  i 

Simuel 

WiUUm*  of  Loodun.    1  hire  thou 

Lght  it  prorier  i(  .1,. 

Ul,  eepMiolly  *e  be  owns  Ibe  only  origioiiJ  piinling 

1  sver 

aide  »r  Wubioslon.  except  ooe  1 

o-nmy^lf.    I  p« 

inli^d  * 

lUrd.  but  rubbed  it  out.     I  now  preKnt  this  to  his  I 

>roltier. 

Timo  WUlume,  toT  ia.\i  Sunud. 

"'GT.  STUART.' 

"■Boeton.Shlduf  "/.Ifai-cA  IS'O.' 

"'Atte.1— J.P.Davis. 

W.  DOTTON. 

L.  Bald  win.' 

-S.  B.  — Mr.  Slu^  painted  in 

ye  winfrr  v(Uon  1 

lis  first 

poitnit  of  WasliinRtun,  but  Jestroi 

td  it.     Tbe  next  p 

ainliHt; 

na  ye  una  owned  by  S.  Willluna ; 

tbe  third  Ur.  S.  n 

DW  bus 

"The  picture  alluded  to  in  tbe  above  note  of  the  late  Tim 
WilliBniB,  u  being  theu  in  Mr.  Sluarl'a  poaeetfiion,  if  the  on 
Dcnr  in  Ibe  Boston  AtbeuEuni;  and  thai  which  lielunged  I 
tbe  late  Samaei  Wiltiaau,  Ew|.,  altudcd  lo  in  Mr.  Siuan 
note  above  quoted,  Li  yet  extant  and  owned  by  the  »iu  of  ■ 
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the  number  of  this  artist's  original  portraiu.  1 
thcnj  (lisdnctly  states  that  he  nerer  executed  Y 
three  from  lije,  the  first  of  which  wan  so  un^atbfaft 
tory  that  he  destrojec]  it ;  the  aeconii  waa  the  p 
ture  for  Lord  LaiuidowDc ;  and  die  third,  the  c 
now  belonging  to  the  Boston  Athen^Euin.  Of  the^ 
originab  be  mode  twenty-six  copies.  The  finiabi 
touches  were  put  to  the  one  in  September,  I7E 
cknd  to  the  other,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  spring  a 
1796.  This  last,  it  appears  by  a  letter  of  Mr.  Cn* 
tia,  which  we  have  examined,  was  undertaken,  i 
the  desire  of  Washington,  and  at  the  earnest 
tation  of  his  wife,  who  wisheil  a  portrait  from  lift, 
of  her  illustrious  husband,  to  be  placed  among  tl 
other  family  pictures  at  Mount  Teraon.  For  tli 
express  purpose,  and  to  gratify  her,  thti  artist  om 
menced  the  work,  und  Washington  agreed  to  ■ 
once  more.  It  was  left,  intentionally,  unfinished 
and  when  subsequently  elaimetl  by  Mr.  Castis,  wb 
offered  a  premium  upon  the  original  price,  f 
excused  himself,  much  to  the  former's  dbaalisfi 
tion,  on  the  plea  that  it  was  a  requisite  I^acy  fi 
his  children.  Simultaneously  with  the  Lanedowi 
portrait,  the  artist  executed  for  William  Constats 
that  now  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,  Hbdi 
E.  Pierrcpont,  Esq.,  of  Brot^lyn,  L.  I.  Motive*  a 
personal  friendship  induced  the  artiat  to 
best  skill  in  this  instance ;  it  is  a  fac-simile  of  1| 

Americiui  iientlcnilD,  ( Jolin  D.  Lewis  Esq.,)  who  dird  in  La 
don  aonifl  yon  linCG,  where  It  lUtl  remains.  Hr.  WilUn 
lind  paid  for  It  at  Ihe  sale  of  tha  personal  effects  of  the  Hi 
quia  orLanadowne,  —  la  whiim  it  was  Originally  pnaentcd  I 
Ur.  Blngfiam  oT  Philadelptaia,  —  two  IhouMud  guineas. 

"  It  is  this  poitrail,  full  lengili  and  liik  size,  from  which  1 
bad  eneraifiiig  was  made  by  Ilsath,  so  many  copies  of  i^ 
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pratotype,  and  cLe  expresaion  has  been  thought  even 
more  noble  and  of  higbur  significance,  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  traditional  character  of  the  sub- 
ject, than  the  Athcosum  picture.  It  has  the  eyes 
locUng  off,  and  not  at  the  sjieetator  as  in  the  latter. 
3(r.  CoDstable.  the  original  proprietor,  vras  aide  to 
General  Washington ;  and  when  LaTayette  visited 
■this  country  in  1824,  upon  entering  the  drawing 
Toom  at  Brooklyn  Ucight«,  where  the  picture  hangt, 
Ik  exclaimed,  "That  it  my  old  tricod,  indeed  I" 
Colonel  Nicholson  Fish,  and  (iencral  Van  Rt^nste- 
tacr,  jtnned  in  attesting  the  superior  correctness  of 
the  Ukeneis. 

^le  usual  objection  to  Stuart's  Washington  is  a 
certain  (eoblvness  about  iJiu  lines  of  the  mouth,  which 
doea  not  correBpond  with  the  distinct  outline  of  the 
frontal  region,  lie  benign  yet  r^^8olved  eye,  and  the 
hannaniouB  dignity  of  the  entire  head  ;  but  this  de- 
feut  was  an  ineritable  result  of  the  loss  of  Iccth,  and 
thdr  imperfect  substitution  by  a  false  set.  In  view 
of  the  stat«  of  the  arts  in  this  country  at  the  period, 
and  the  age  of  Washington,  wc  cannot  but  congrat- 
olate  oursolves  that  we  have  ao  plcasiug  and  sati»- 
&CI017  a  portrait,  and  exclaim,  with  Leslie,  ''  how 
Sirtiinate  it  was  that  a  piuntcr  existed  in  the  time 
of  Washington,  who  could  hand  him  down  looking 
like  a  gentleman  !  "  Dr.  Marshall,  brother  of  the 
Chief  Ju!<ticu.  said  that  Washington  did  not  resem- 
ble Pine's  portrait,  when  lie  Itni^w  him,  tliat  Wert- 
moller'g  had  too  Freneli  a  look,  another  by  Wert- 
miiUer  bad  eyas  loo  light,  but  that  Stuart's  was 
prodigiously  ■■  like." 

Opiuions  are  qnite  diverse  in  regard  to  the 
Wbkthollkk  portrait.  There  are  many  points  of 
executive  merit  in  the  original  not  complciely  ren- 
dered in  the  engraving ;  the  ur  of  the  head,  thu 
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gmve  »nd  refined  look,  well-emuigod  hair,  neAt 
ruffles,  wn<l  old-fiishioned  coat,  tprinklix]  at  iha 
shoulders  with  powder,  m  once  gave  the  somewiut 
vague  yet  unmislRkable  iinpreMion  of  "  the  portrsit 
of  a  gentleman."  There  is  an  expreision  of  &rat- 
negs  an<l  elear-Birrhtednesa,  and  an  ereet,  brare  at- 
titude which  reveals  the  soldier ;  and  there  is  more 
animation  than  we  are  ac^cnstomed  to  see  in  por- 
traits of  Washin^n.  The  latter  trait  ia  probablj 
that  whieh  led  \io  the  selectinn  of  this  pieture  as  an 
illnetTBtion  to  Imng's  "  Biography." 

Aiiolphe  Ulric  Webtmcixbb  wa«  a  deroted 
Bludent  of  art,  but  hia  taste  and  stj-le  were  chiellf 
formeii  under  the  inlluence  of  tiie  old  Freocli  AeaiJ- 
emy  — and  long  before  the  delicate  adherence  to  im- 
ture  which  now  redeems  the  best  modern  pictures  of 
French  artists,  had  taken  the  place  of  a  certain  arti- 
ficial  excellence  and  devotion  to  mere  etfecl.  The 
career  of  this  nccoinplislied  painter  was  marked  by 
singular  vieinitudes :  a  natire  of  Stockholm,  atUir 
pre|iarntory  studies  there,  he  wont  lo  Paris,  ami  re- 
maineil  nereral  j-ears  anjuiring  both  fame  and  fbrinne 
by  his  pencil ;  the  latter,  howerer.  was  nearly  all  lost 
by  the  financial  disasters  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rev- 
olution, and  Wertinuller  embarked  fur  America,  nnd 
arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  1 794.  He  was  well  re- 
ceived and  highly  e«tinia(ed ;  Washington  sat  (o 
him;'  in  1796  he  returned  to  Europe,  but,  after  a 
brief  period,  the  failure  of  a  roinoiercial  house  at 
Slockholm,  in  wljoae  care  he  bad  placed  his  funds,  so 
vexed  him,  that  he  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  1800, 
where  he  soon  aller  exhibited  hia  large  and  beautifnl 
[HCture  of  "Dnnne'  —  which,  while  greatly  admireil 
for  the  executive  talent  it  displayed,  was  too  cx(«p- 
tionahle  a  subject  to  meet  with  the  approbatiun  of 

'  Bee  notice  of  Werlmuller  in  JnufeWiV  Miigniinf.  ISlo. 
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the  sober  citizens,  whose  sense  of  propriety  vas  so 

nnuh    more    vivid    than    their   entbusiasiu    for    art. 

-  Wertaiuller  soon   alter  married  a  lady   of  Swedish 

d«sveiit,  purchased  a  farm  iu  Delaware  couDty.Fenii., 

and   rcflidcd  tbere  In  much  couirort  and  tranquillity, 

until  his  death  in  1812.     Ilii  piutiins  were  sold  at, 

I    aoction  ;  and  a  siuall  copy  of  tlie  ''  Danae  "  brought 

L  S^OO ;  the  original,  some  years  atler,  being  puruhased 

)  in  Kovr   York  for  three  times  that  sum.     In  nri  a|>- 

!   preciative  notice  of  him,  whieh  appeared  soon  alkr 

j  hit  dcatli  in  a  loading  literary  journal,  there  is  the 

Mowing  Just  refurenee  ta  his  portrait  of  Washing- 

I  km ;  "  II  has  lieen  mueh  praised  and  fre<|Uootly  cop- 

l  kd  on  the  continent  of  Europe  \  but  it  has  a  forc»l 

I    ami  iarei(^  air,  into  which  the  painter  aaens  to  have 

n  by  losing  sight  of  the   noble   presence   bofbre 

I   lum.  in  an  attempt  alter  ideal  dignity."  ' 

Wertoiuller  was  eminent  in  bis  day  for  miniatures 
•ml  cnI  portraits.      Our  first  knowlclge  of  him   was 
dsnved  from  the  superb  picture  of  Danae,  which,  Ibr 
Kme  time,  occupied  a  nook,  curtained  from  observa- 
tion, in  the  studio  of  the  late  Henry  Inman,  of  Nt-w 
Toric,   and   it   was   exhibited  in    Washington   City, 
i   thirty  years  ago.     There  was  fine  drawing  and   rich 
\  cdor  in  tliis  voluptuous  creation  — -  enough  to  convey 
I  high  ide«  of  the  skill  and  grace  of  the  artist.   With 
[   Ail  picture  vividly  in  the  mind,  it  is  difficult  to  real- 
\  lie  Uiat  the  chaste,  subdued  portrait  of  Washington 
^  WW  from  the  same  hand. 

,  was  confidently  asserted,  that  Washington  in- 

variabl}'  noted  in  his  diary  his  sittings  to  portrait 

'    jniDters,  and  that  no  entry   appears  in  reference  to 

(Lis  picture.     Its  claim  to  originality  was,  therelbre, 

'    questioned.     With  the  impatience  of  the  whole  sub- 

[   Ject,  liowever,  that  Washington  confessed  at  last,  be 
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may  liiivc  ceased  to  rocord  what  became  a.  penance; 
and  were  the  picture  BBlislactoiy  in  other  reapeclB, 
we  should  Dot  be  ditiposed  to  complain  that  it  wo 
skillfully  combined  Irom  other  portraits.  But,  in  ou 
view,  tlie  engraving,  at  teaat.  has  intrinsic  laulls.  I 
h  neither  the  Washington  familiar  to  uhierv&tion  a 
portrayed,  nor  to  fancy  aa  idealizeil.  There  in  naelf- 
consdoiu  expression  about  the  mouth,  not  vinble  in 
StUJirt's  or  Trumbull's  heads,  and  out  of  charaoter  in 
itself;  the  eyabraws  are  raised  w>  as  to  indicate  cither 
t.  supercilious  or  a  surprised  mood,  both  alien  to  Wash- 
ington's habitual  state  of  mind  ;  it  is  impoMible  fbr 
the  brows  to  be  knit  between  the  eyes,  and  arched 
over  them  at  the  same  time,  as  in  this  engraving; 
th>^  eyes  themselves  have  a  itaring  look ;  the  anii 
lion  so  much  wanted  is  here  obtained  at  the  expense 
of  that  serenity  which  was  a  nonnal  characteristic  of 
the  man  ;  we  mira  the  modesty,  the  latent  power,  the 
placid  strength,  so  intimately  associated  with  the 
looks  as  well  as  the  nature  of  Washington  ;  the  vis- 
age is  too  elongated;  compared  with  the  AlhenKom 
portrait  this  picture  has  a  commonplace  expression} 
it  does  not  approach  it  in  moral  eloratian  ;  we  sbould 
pass  it  by  in  a  gallery  as  the  likeness  of  a  gentlema 
and  a  brave  officer,  but  not  linger  over  it  as  the  a 
carnation  of  disinterested,  magnaniinoiui,  loyal  coor- 
age,  such  as  lent  a  certain  unconscious,  impireasive, 
and  superior  aspect  to  Washington,  and  divided  him, 
by  an  infinite  distance,  froui  the  mob  of  vulgar  hen 

Hie  latest  and  most  triuinpbant  attempt  to  embody 
and  illu^rate  the  features,  form,  and  ch&racter  of 
Washington  in  statuary,  whs  made  by  the  late  An 
ican  sculptor  —  TnoMAs  Crawford.  How  well  be 
studied,  and  how  adoijuatcly  he  reprodui-ed  the  head 
of  his  illustrious  subject,  may  be  realized  by  a  uarefal 
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examiDation  of  tbe  noble  and  expressive  marble  bust 
of  Waslilnj^n  froni  his  chisel,  now  in  the  ptMHHssion 
of  John  Ward,  Esq.,  of  New  York.  Essentially,  and 
u  fax  as  coDMar  aod  proportions  are  eooeerued, 
based  upon  tbe  model  of  Houdon,  —  this  beautiful 
and  miotic  eSgy  is  instinct  with  the  cliaracter  of 
its  subject,  so  that  while  aatisfactory  in  detail  as  a 
reramblance  caught  from  nature,  il,  at  the  sanie  time, 
ii  executed  in  a  spirit  perfectly  aucordant  with  the 
traditional  impreHions  and  tbe  instinctive  ideas 
whence  we  derive  our  ideal  of  the  man,  the  ehieflain, 
Mul  the  patriot ;  the  moulding  of  the  brow,  the  pose 
of  Ibe  head,  and  especially  tbe  eiipression  oi  the 
mouth,  are  not  lea*  authentic  and  effective.  But  the 
erowning  achievement  of  thi^  artist  L<  in  his  equestrian 
MAtnte  executed  fcr  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  now 
the  grand  trophy  and  ornament  of  her  Capitol, 
"When  on  the  evening  of  his  arrival.  Crawford  wont 
to  see.  tbr  the  firet  time,  his  Washin;;tiOii  in  bronze  at 
tbe  Muuicb  foundry,  he  was  surprised  at  the  dusky 
prerincts  of  the  vast  area ;  suddenly  torches  dashed 
iUominatloa  on  the  magnificent  hoiw  and  rider,  and 
nmultaneously  burst  forth  trom  a  hundred  loicei  a 
Kng  of  triumph  and  jubilee ;  thus  tbe  delighted  Ger- 
nwiw  congratulated  their  gifted  brother  and  hailed 
lihA  subhme  work  —  typical  to  them  of  American 
&Mdom,  patriotism,  and  genius.  Tbe  Bavarian  king 
warmly  recognized  its  original  merits  and  consum- 
aste  effect ;  the  artist*  would  sufler  no  inferior  hands 
to  pack  and  dispatch  it  to  the  sea-side ;  peasants 
greeted  its  triumphal  progn-M ;  tiie  people  of  Riuh- 
ound  were  emulous  to  share  the  task  of  conveying  it 
from  the  quay  to  Capitol  Hill ;  mute  admiration  fol- 
lowed by  ecstatic  cheers,  hailed  ita  unveiling,  and  the 
most  gracious  native  eloquence  inaugurateil  iu  erec- 
tion.    We  might  descant  upon  the  union  of  wiijesty 
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aui)  sprit  in  the  figure  of  Woshiogton.  and  Uie  v 
trulh  of  action  in  lh«  bone,  the  air  ot' cominaniJ  And 
of  rectitudu.  the  martial  vigor  and  grace,  bo  instantly 
felt  by  the  popular  heart,  and  so  critically  praised  by 
the  adept  in  sculpture  vogniiant  of  the  difficuliit*  tt 
overcoLDQ,  and  the  impression  to  be  absolutely  coii> 
TCyed  by  such  a  work  in  order  to  make  it  at  once 
to  nature  and  to  cUaracier ;  we  might  repeat  the  dec- 
laration that  DO  figurn,  ancient  or  modem,  ao  entirely 
illustrates  the  classical  definition  of  oratory,  as  ci 
siating  in  action,  as  the  statue  of  Patrick  Henry,  c 
of  the  grand  accessories  of  the  work, —  wUich  see 
instinct  with  that  memorable  utterance,  "  Give  mf) 
liberty,  or  give  me  death  t  "  By  a  singular  and  at 
fecting  coincidence,  the  news  of  Crawford's  death 
reaclieil  the  United  Stales  simultaneously  with  the 
arrival  of  the  ship  containing  this  tolomal  broDM 
statue  of  Washington  —  his  "  crowning  achievenienl.'* 
In  this  work,  Uie  first  merit  is  naturatntu  ;  altfaon^ 
full  of  equine  ardor,  the  gracefill  and  noble  animal  ii 
evidently  subdued  by  his  rider ;  calm  power  is  obri- 
ous  in  the  man  ;  restrained  eagerness  in  the  horse; 
Washington's  lefl  hand  is  on  the  snaffle  bridle,  which  - 
is  drawn  back:  he  siis  with  perfect  ease  and  dignity, 
the  head  and  face  a  little  turned  to  the  left,  as  if  lul 
attention  had  junt  been  called  in  that  direction,  either 
in  expectancy,  or  to  give  an  order  ;  he  points  Ibr- 
w»rd  and  a  little  upwards ;  the  figura  is  erect,  tha 
chest  thrown  forward,  the  knees  pressed  to  the  sad- 
dle, the  he«l  nearly  beneath  the  shoulder,  and  t' 
sole  of  the  tbot  almost  horizontal.  The  seat  U  a  mil- 
itary and  not  a  hunting  seat ;  the  horse  is  recognised 
by  one  acquainled  with  breeils.  as  "  a  uhargvr  of 
Arab  blooii." 

His  hands  were  large,  as  became  one  inured  to 
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pra,rtii:ii1  achievement ;  hia  Ibrebead  whs  of  that  tqusre 
inoultl  that  accompanies  an  executive  mind,  not  swell- 
ing at  the  temples,  as  in  the  more  ideal  conformation 
of  poetical  men  ;  a,  calm  and  benevolent  li^t  unually 
gtekmed  from  bi»  eyes,  and  ibey  flashed  at  tini(«, 
with  valoroiu  purpose  or  stem  indignation  ;  but  th^y 
were  not  remarkably  large  as  in  persons  of  more  flu- 
ency, and  foretold  Waahinglon's  natural  deficiency  in 
Ungungc,  proclaiming  the  man  of  ileeds,  not  words ; 
neither  bad  they  the  liquid  hue  of  extreme  sengibitity, 
nor  the  varying  light  of  an  unsubdued  tempernmeot; 
tbcir  habitual  expression  whb  seir-posaesMd,  serene, 
■nd  thoughtful.  There  was  a.  singular  brendth  to 
lite  face,  invariably  preserved  by  Stuart,  but  not  •!- 
way*  by  Trumbull,  who  otlen  gives  an  at]uilint!  and 
lon^what  elongated  visage :  no  good  physiognomist 
can  &il  to  see  in  his  noae  that  dilation  of  the  nostril 
tad  pnMninenceof  the  ridge  which  belong  to  resolute 
■od  spirited  character! ;  the  distance  between  the 
eye*  marks  a  capacity  to  measure  distances  and  np- 
preciale  form  and  the  ntlation  of  apace ;  but  these 
q>ecial  traits  are  Mccondary  to  the  carriage  of  the 
body,  and  the  expression  of  the  whole  face,  in  which 
appear  to  have  blended  an  unparaUeled  force  of  im- 
pre«(ion>  Wien  fully  possessed  of  the  details  of  bis 
remarkable  countenance,  and  inspired  by  the  record 
of  h»  career,  we  turn  from  the  description  of  those 
who  beheld  the  man,  on  horseback,  at  the  head  of  an 
presiding  over  the  national  councils,  or  seated 
m,  to  any  of  the  portraits,  we  fee! 
that  no  artist  ever  caught  his  best  look,-  or  Inmsuiit- 
ted  hb  features  when  kindled  by  that  matchless  soul. 
If  we  compare  any  selection  of  engravings  with  each 
other,  so  inferior  are  the  greater  part  extant,  we  6nd 
nich  glaring  discrepancies  that  doubts  multiply ;  and 
*e  reoUxe  tliat  art  never  did  entire  justice  to  the 


a  the  drawing-n 


idcA,  tho  latent  sigiiificiince,  and  the  absolute  duu^'. 
acter  nf  Wnehington.  There  u  dignity  in  Houdim'i 
bust,  uu  <£irei'tivi>  facial  nngle  in  the  crnyun  of  Shaip- 
lesB,  and  cluganue,  wisdom,  ttad  beoignity  in  StuBit% 
head  ;  buL  «liAt  are  thuy,  each  aiid  all.  in  contrast 
with  the  visage  we  behold  in  fancy,  and  revere  iai 
heart  ?  It  has  been  ingenioualy  remarked.'  that  tbo 
letters  received  by  an  individuaJ  inditate  his  charao. 
ter  better  than  those  he  writes,  becaase  they  tvgguti 
what  he  elicits  tknu  othera,  and  thereby  Airnish  tlitt 
best  key  to  his  scope  of  mind  and  temper  of  soul ;  oo 
the  same  principle  the  likeness  drawu,  not  from  tha 
minute  descriptions,  but  the  vivid  imjiressionsof  thoM 
brought  into  intimate  contact  with  an  iUuatriout 
cliorscter,  are  tha  most  reliable  materiails  IW  his  por- 
trait I  they  reflect  the  man  in  ihe  broad  mirror  oi 
bomanity,  and  are  tlie  faithliil  daguerreotypes  whtcll 
the  vital  radiance  of  his  natiu^e  leaves  on  tlie  oOBr^ 
>f  mankind. 
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WASHINGTOH'S  FAREWELL  ADDRESS. 

[The  originil  US.  of  [he  Furewell  Addreia,  in  W*iihingldn'a 
hinclwriting,  and  witb  hu  rtTitioni  and  iluntjonn.  having 
been  pUTchiMd  bj  Junu  LenoK,  Eiqaire.  of  Nev  fork, 
thai  Kenlteouin  cauacd  ■  few  copies  or  It,  oitli  «oin«  Illua- 
tistive  documenU,  la  be  printed  for  privtte  distribulioa. 
B/  pcmiisgion  of  Mr.  Leiiox  it  is  here  reprinted,  wilh  Iha 
uid  with  hii  explaDstoiy  remarks.] 

PltKFACB.  • 

IHIS  nprint  of  WaahinKUm'a  Farewell  Address  to 
the  people  of  the  United  Sl■[e^  is  made  rrotn  the 
I  nianuuript  recentlr  »ld  in  Philadelphift 
odminialraton  of  the  tale  Mr.  David  C. 
Clarp«li!<  in  wbuK  posMaion  it  hiul  boen  IVoia  the  date  of 
fttofirrt  publication.  The  paper  is  truirilg  io  the  autograph 
of  WMbingtitii :  no  one  acquaint ud  with  hi«  handwriting  can 
2vpect  il,  and  donbt  for  a  mnnieal  the  statemonte  to  that  ef- 
Act  made  bj  Mr.  Cla^poole  and  Mr.  Bawle. 

Cpon  exanuning  llie  manuacript,  il  wan  Tound  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  iti  importance  as  an  hislorical  docomeal,  and  its 
"valna  ntitn  being  in  the  autograph  uf  Wathiuglon,  it  was  of 
^nat  intsreel  a>  a  literary  curiaiil;,  and  threw  light  upon 
Ue  disputed  quealion  of  the  authunbip  of  the  Address.  It 
dearly  ohowa  the  process  by  which  that  paper  was  wrought 
into  the  llinu  in  which  it  wBB  first  given  to  the  public;  and 
notes  written  on  the  margin  of  paaugea  aud  paragrapba, 
'Which  have  been  erased,  ptovSi  almost  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
Uiii  draft  was  submitted  to  the  Judgment  of  other  persons. 
Sacb  menuiranda  were  unneceuarj-  either  for  Washing-Iriii'a 
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owu  direction  on  ■  ■ubwqoent  revisioa,  or  for  th«  guidjuu* 
v(  the  pfinter;  but  lia  miehl  very  oaturalty  thus  nolcUu  n*- 
Hina  wliicb  had  led  bim  lo  mika  tbe  altEnilloni  bcfun  hi 
aakeil  Ibe  advice  and  opinion  of  liis  rrieiiila.  It  *«ina  prob- 
able, tlierelore,  tbal  Ibis  is  Ihe  nrf  draft  mdI  Id  6«n>nl 
BamiliDD  and  Cbi«f  JuMice  .fav.aanlaUd  in  tbe  letter  of  th 
litter.  Some  of  the  alteralion*,  however,  were  erldisTitij' 
made  daring  the  writing  of  Ihe  paper;  for  in  ■  few  iiutan«< 
a  part,  and  even  the  wtaole.of  a  sentence  is  tlnick  aat.  whidi 
nflerwardg  occara  In  the  bod;  of  the  addrew. 

Mr.  Claypoole'8  descriptfan  of  the  appuTHiice  of  the  mil- 
nacript  ia  very  aecarale.  There  nre  muiy  altenlions,  corm- 
tionii,  and  interiineallon* :  and  whole  leolencei  and  par«f;nphs 
are  MimeliinH  obiiteratod.  AH  lh»e,  howeTer,  have  beoi  ile- 
oipheml  vritlMiut  much  trouble,  and  curerutl}'  noted- 
It  WHS  Ibnaj^t  best  in  leave  the  text  in  this  edition  M  it 
was  Hrst  printed:  oolv  two  nllj^h  I  verbal  varialionanera  foond 
between  (he  correotecl  mauuK-tipt,  and  the  common  priried 
cBpiefl.  All  the  interiinciiliana  iind  sUeralians  are  iOMrtcd  in 
bracket!  [  ],  and  where,  in  any  case,  words  or  acntoocav  ban 
been  tlnick  out.  either  with  or  without  eorrevllooB  in  the  teU 
to  supply  Iheji  [dace,  theae  portions  have  be«n  deciphered  and 
are  printed  in  notes  at  the  Awl  of  the  pa^.  The  reader  wjH 
tbu>  be  enabled  to  perceive  at  ■  glance  Ihe  chnnges  nude  !■ 
the  compoHttoo  of  the  Addreas;  and  if  the  draft  made  by 
Genural  Hainillon,  and  read  by  him  to  Mr.  Jay,  should  ha 
published,  it  will  be  seen  how  fn  Waehinglan  adopted  the 
mod>tr  cation  a  and  anggeilions  tuade  by  tbem. 

U  hen  this  prelbce  wait  thus  far  prepared  for  Ihe  presa,  an  op- 
portunity was  aflbrded,  through  the  kindnen  of  .lobs  C.  Blm- 
ili™,  K»i]uire.loexaniineMveralla1leiswhichp»»ed  between 
WH>hington  and  General  Hamilton  relnting  to  the  Addnv, 
and  also  a  copy  of  it  in  tbe  handwriting  of  the  Utter.  It 
apjyenrstVam  theie  eommnnicaliona  tbat  the  Prealdelit,  bolk 
in  pending  to  him  a  roagh  draft  of  the  document,  and  at  inb- 
Sdiuent  dales,  requeated  him  to  prepare  such  an  Addren  as  b« 
thought  would  be  appropriate  to  the  occasion-,  that  Wuhing- 
ton  onnsulted  him  particularly,  iind  mnx  mlnntelr.  on  many 
points  tonnecled  with  it;  and  that  at  different  times  Gtnenl 
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Btnillun  did  rorwanl  lo  ihe  Pntident  Ihree  dralU  of  luch  > 

paper.    Tli>  Oral  was  sent  bock  id  bioi  villi  BugSE'liuna  for 

ill  curredion  anil  BnUrgtmont:  fnjm  Ihe  sw'odiI  draft  tliua 

■Iteml  and  improved,  the  luanHSfript  now  priDlod  may  be 

have  been  prepared  by  Wa>liiB)(lon,  and  irans- 

IIhI  fur  final  examinatioD  to  tjeaeral  Uamilian  and  Judga 

'i  uiil  with  it  the  Ihlnl  draft  wu  returned  to  the  I'rea- 

and  may  probably  yet  be  Touud  among  hi!  papert. 

Tbe  CDpv  in  the  posieuioD  or  Mr.  llBmllton  is  pTuhnbly  the 

KconcI  of  thete  tbne  drafb:  it  ii  veiy  much  sllered  and  cor- 

iMtfd  thToughout.   Id  comparing  it  with  that  in  Wuhington'a 

luadars  veryfrequentlyidcntical.  Some  of  the  piwagss 
in  the  uianuscripl  are  In  the  draft:  llnve  puiagrapba, 
:,  IhoM  on  paicws  W,  51,  and  fii,  have  nolhiu);  aim- 

tat  (he  inwrlion  of  additinnal  matter.  The  cumparitoa 
>  two  papen  it  exceeilingly  curioua.  tl  is  dIBicult  to 
>e  boir  two  peraons  ihould  exprea«  the  lanie  Idea*  iti 
BlUUy  the  aame  langmige,  imd  yel  with  much  diveniity 
the  Beatences,  Bud  the  position  uf  the 


AND    FEI-LOW-CtTtSIENS:  — 

e  perioil  for  u  new  election  of  a  Citieeo,  to  ad- 
r  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
I,  being  not  far  dialnnt,  and  the  time  actiiHlly 
irlien  jour  llioughts  munt  be  employeil  in 
j;nadng  the  penon,  who  is  to  be  clothed  with 
mportknt  tniat  ['],  it  appeara  lo  me  pro|ii'r,  la- 
I  it  may  conduce  to  a  more  disti'ict  uxpres- 
1  of  the  public  voice,  that  I  should  now  apprise 
'  for  another  term 
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vou  of  the  reMlution  I  hnxe  tnnned.  to  decline  bdqg 
considered  nmong  the  miniber  of  thoee.  out  of  whom 
a  choice  is  to  be  made. 

I  beg  voo.  St  the  isme  time,  to  do  tnc  the  jtstke 
to  bv  assured,  ilut  this  resolution  ba»  not  been  biken, 
without  a  strict  regard  to  all  the  considerations  ap- 
pertMning  to  the  relation,  which  binda  a  dutiful  ci^ 
iien  to  his  country  —  uid  that,  in  withdrawing  (lie 
lender  of  service  which  silence  in  my  situation  mi^ 
implj,  I  am  influenced  by  no  diminution  of  leal  Ibr 
your  future  interest,  no  deficiency  of  grateiiil  respect 
Jbr  yoar  past  kindness ;  but  [am  cupported  by}  *  & 
tuU  conviction  thai  the  step  is  compatible  with  both* 

The  acceptance  of,  and  oonljnnance  hitherto  in, 
the  office  to  which  rour  suefrages  hare  twice  called 
me,  have  been  a  uniform  sacrifice  of  inclination  la 
the  opinion  of  duty,  and  lo  a  dctcrence  for  what  ap- 
peared to  be  jour  deure.  —  I  constantly  hop«^l,  that 
it  would  have  been  much  earlier  in  my  power,  con- 
ristently  with  motires  which  I  waa  not  at  liber^  la 
diar^ard,  to  tetam  to  that  retirement,  from  whicb  I 
had  been  reluctantly  drawn.  ^  The  strength  of  my 
inelinaiion  to  do  this,  prerious  to  the  \vSt  elecdoD, 
had  even  led  to  the  prcparatioa  of  an  address  to  de- 
clare it  lo  you ;  but  mature  reSection  on  the  Ilieii 
perplexed  and  critical  posture  of  our  alTairt  with 
foreign  Nations,  and  the  unanimoiB  advice  of  pes^ 
sons  entitled  to  my  confidence,  impelleil  me  to  aban- 
don the  idea.  — 

I  rejoice  that  the  state  of  your  concerns,  external 
as  well  M  Intemal.  no  longer  render?  the  pursuit  of 
inclination  incompatible  with  the  sentiment  of  doty, 
or  propriety;  and  [am  persuaded] *  whatever  par- 
tiality [may  be  retained]  '  for  my  services,  [ihst]  * 


*  any  portion  of  j«a  Bay  yel  n 


nthtf 
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the  present  circumstances  of  our  country  [you] 
'^rill  not  disapprove  my  determination  to  retire. 

The  impresuons,  [with]  ■■  which  I  first  [under- 
took]^ the  arduous  trust,  were  explained  on  the 
[soper  occasion.  In  the  dischai^e  of  this  tnwt,  I 
will  only  say  that  I  have,  with  good  intentions,  con- 
tributed [lowards]  '  the  organization  and  admitiistra- 
tioii  of  the  go*ernmeot,  the  bmt  exertions  of  which 
a  very  fallible  judgment  was  capable.  Not  uncon- , 
■eiouB,  in  the  outset,  of  the  inferiority  of  my  qualifi- 
ca^ons,  experience  in  my  own  eyes,  [perhaps]  still 
more  in  the  eyes  of  others,  has  [strengthened]  '  the 
iDotifea  to  diffidence  of  myself;  and  every  day  the 
increasing  weight  of  years  admonishes  me  more  and 
more,  that  the  shade  of  retirement  is  as  necessary  to 
fflB  as  it  will  be  welcome.  —  Satisfied  tbat  if  any  cii^ 
cnnutaDees  have  given  peculiar  value  to  my  «crvicea, 
'ixrf  were  temporary,  I  have  tbe  consolation  to  be- 
liere,  that,  while  choice  and  prudence  invite  nie  to 
qiut  Uio  pohtical  scene,  patriolisni  does  not  forbid 

L>  looking  forward  to  the  moment,  which  is  [in- 
itended]  to  terminate  the  career  of  my  public  Ufe, 
V^  feelings  do  not  {>ermit  me  to  suspend  the  deep 

under  >  accepted  ■  lo  ^  not  lessened 

»  Hay'I  also  hsve  tbit  of  knowiDg  in  my  retreat,  that  thg 

feimluiiMry  erron,  I  have  probably  committed,  have  been  On 

■4f  than  Bipvct  lo  realize,  without  alloy,  the  sweet  enjoy- 
Bmt  at  psrtakiDK,  In  tbe  midst  of  my  fellow -citizens,  the 
benlgs  influsnca  of  good  laws  under  a  Oee  govemmeul:  the 
vna  fcvorile  obJMt  of  my  heart,  aDd  th*  bappy  reward,  I 
boK,  of  our  mutual  csrcn,  dangen,  and  labouis. 

In  the  margin  opposite;  ttiie  paragraph  La  the  followiug  note 
la  Wi«hington'i  autograph  also  erased,  "obliterated  to  avoid 
Uw  imputatioD  of  affected  modaity." 


^ 
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acknowledgement  [of]  'that  debt  of  graliluile  wbii 
I  owe  lo  my  beloved  country,  —  for  the  many  honon 
it  Las  conferred  upon  me;  still  more  for  the  sted- 
fast  confideDce  with  wliicli  it  lias  Bupport«d  me ; 
for  the  opportunities  I  have  thente  enjoyed  of  n 
ifesting  my  ioviolablo  attachment,  by  Berviven  faitMU 
and  penevering,  though  [in  usefulness  unequal]  ^tomf' 
leaL  —  If  benefits  bare  resulted  lo  our  (.-ouutry  f 
•  these  gervJres,  let  it  always  be  remembered  to  your 
praise,  and  as  an  instructive  example  in  our  an 
that,  [']  under  eircumatances  in  which  the  Pa< 
agitated  in  every  direction  were  liable  to  [miilead],* 
amidst  appearances  soDWtimes  dubious,  vicisntode 
of  fortune  often  discouraging  —  io  aituatioDs  iu  whicl 
not  unlrequentiy  want  of  succen  baa  countenance 
the  spirit  of  erittcism  [the  constancy  of  your  support], 
waa  the  essentinl  prop  of  the  eSbrta  and  [a]  *  ^ 
antee  of  the  plana  by  which  tbey  were  efTectcd: 
Frofoandly  penetrat«d  with  Cbis  idea,  I  shall  cany  it 
with  me  to  the  grave,  aa  a  strong  incitement  U 
ceasing  vows  [']  that  Heaven  may  continue  to 
the  choicest  tokens  of  its  beneficence — that  yoUF 
union  and  brotherly  aftectlon  maybe  perpetual  — 
that  the  fr«e  constitution,  which  is  the  work  of  yoB 
hands,  may  be  sacredly  mainLaioed — that  iu  ad 
ministratioa  in  every  department  may  be  stamped 
with  wisdom  and  virtue  —  that,  in  fine,  the  happini 
of  the  people  of  these  States,  under  the  ausjiiccs 
liberty,  may  be  made  complete,  by  so  careful  a  pre*. 
ervatiun  and  so  prudent  a  use  of  this  blessing  as  will 
acquire  lo  them  the  glory  [']  of  recotnmenduig  it  to 
'  demuideil  by  a  miequsl  in  unfahiesa 

'  the  uoinlancy  of  your  support. 

*  wandvr  and  fluctoate  *  Ihc 

*  tbe  only  rstutn  [  cu  heacefortb  maka 
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tbe  Applaute,  the  ftfieccion,  and  adoption  of  every 
lation  which  1%  yet  a  gtrant;cr  to  it. 

Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  stop.  —  But  a  solicitude 
for  your  velTare  which  cannot  end  but  with  m_v  life, 
knd  the  apprehemioo  ofdangcr,  natural  to  thatBolJci- 
tade,  furgc  uie,  od  an  occasion  like  the  preai:nC,  lo 
offer]  '  to  your  solemn  contempiation,  and  to  pecoui- 
mend  lo  your  ire(]uent  review,  some  acntiincnls  which 
we  the  result  of  much  reflection,  of  no  inconsideralile 
obeervacioD  ['^,  and  which  appear   to  me  all  impor- 

Itaat  to  the  perainneocy  of  your  felidCy  as  a  people. 
—  These  will  be  offered  li>  you  with  the  more  fi^eft- 
dom  as  you  can  only  see  in  tbeni,  [he  disinterested 
-vamitigs  of  a  departed  friend,  who  can  [possibly] 
'  btTc  no  personal  motive  to  bias  his  counsels.  —  [Nor 
cu  I  forget,  as  an  encouragement  to  it  your  indul- 
gent recepUon  of  my  sentiments  on  a  Ibrmcr  and  not 
-^1— imilflr  occasion.  1 
Interwoven  as  is  the  love  of  liberty  with  every 
.^anient  of  yonr  hearts,  no  recomniendation  of  mine 
4a  necessary  to  Ibrtify  or  conSna  the  attachment  — 
The  Unity  of  Government  which  constitutes  you 
CDne  people,  is  also  now  dear  to  you.  —  It  is  justly 
:|W; — for  it  is  a  main  Pillar  in  the  Edifice  of  your 
IjTeal  independence ;  [the  support]  of  your  tranquillity 
U  home  ;  your  peace  abroad ;  of  your  safety ;  ['] 
of  your  prosperity  ['] :  of  that  very  Liberty  which 
you  so  highly  prize.  —  But,  as  it  is  easy  to  foresee, 
tbM  from  [diSerent]  "  causes,  and  from  different 
fjnnrters,  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many  artifices 
employed,  to  weaken  in  your  minds  the  conviction 
leremeinlinince  of  yonr  indnlgenl  rwep- 


prcMBt.  urge  me  lo  o 
>  Md  experisncB 
*  in  et»rj  gbcp* 


of  tliis  uiidi ;  —  M  tliis  a  the  point  in  your  QxJit- 
icai]  fortress  ngninst  which  the  batteries  of  intumil 
ui(]  cxterniU  enemies  wiU  be  most  conaMoUy 
actively  (though  often  covertly  tmd  insidiously)  di- 
rected,  it  b  of  infinite  moment,  that  yog  dioutd 
properly  esdniate  the  immense  value  of  your  ii»- 
lioDal  llDion  to  your  collective  nnd  individual  hap- 
{nneu ;  —  that  you  should  cherish  [']  a  mrdial,  hah- 
ittul,  and  immoveable  attactunent  [to  it,  acciutoming 
yotirtelveis  to  think  and  speak  of  it  as  of  the  Pallar 
diom  of  your  political  salbty  and  prosperity ; 
ing  for  its  preservation  with  jesdous  anxieti 
countenancing  whatever  may  suggest 
that  it  i-an  in  any  event  be  abandoned,  and  indip 
nautly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  e 
attempt  lo  alienate  any  portion  of  our  Country 
the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now 
link  together  the  various  parts.J 

For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  sympatliT' 
and  interest. — Citizens  [by  birth  or  chtace  of  S 
CDUunoD  country j,*  that  country  has  a  right 
ccntrate  your  affections.  —  The  name  of  AMBHtCAV, 
which  belongs  to  you,  in  your  national  capacity, 
always  exalt  the  just  pride  of  Patriotism,  more 
any  appellation  f ^]  derived  from  Local  difcriminat 

*  Ihit  you  shoulil  accustom  yoursdves  1«  Rverenm 
the  Palladiuiu  of  your  politicBl  ufety  mud  propp^nty,  *dap^ 
ing  conttantty  your  worda  uid  aclion«  lo  that  momeal 
idea;  that  you  abould  walch  for  its  prsaervation  wilh  }eal 
anxiety,  di)couat«tiuic«  wbaUrer  may  tnggeat  ■  inis|ri< 
that  it  can  in  aav  event  be  abandoned ;  and  Irown  opoD 
Aral  daming  of  any  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of 
Conntry  IVom  thi 
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—  With  slight  ehadcB  of  dlfierence,  yoa  have  the 
same  Religion,  Maaners,  Habits,  aud  political  Prin- 
ciples. i— You  have  in  a  common  cauae  fought  and 
triumphed  together.  —  The  Independence  and  Lib- 
ert}' yon  poatiesa  are  the  work  of  joint  uouncttg  and 
joint  efforts  —  of  common  dangers,  sufleringa,  and 


But  theie  coneiderations,  however  powerfiilly  they 
addreBt  themselves  to  your  eensibility,  are  greatly 
outweighed  by  Uioie  which  apply  more  immediately 
to  your  Interest.  —  Here  every  portion  of  oxir  coun- 
try finds  the  most  commanding  motives  for  careliilly 
gowding  and  preserving  the  Union  of  the  whole. 

The  Norih  in  an  [unrestrained]  ^  intercourae  with 
die  Sotith,  protected  by  the  equal  Laws  of  a  common 
govemmunt,  finds  in  die  productions  of  the  Utter  [^ 
great  lulditional  resources  of  maritime  and  commer- 
dat  enterprise —  and  precioua  materials  of  manufac- 
toring  ioduBtry.  ~-  The  South,  in  the  same  inter- 
!  benefiting  by  the  agenuy  of  the  Norik.  sees 
it*  Bgrivulture  grow  and  its  commerce  expand.  Turn- 
ip partly  into  its  own  channels  tlio  seamen  of  the 
NortA,  it  Snda  its  particular  navigation  envigorated ; 
— Mid  while  it  contributes,  in  different  ways,  to 
nourish  and  increase  the  general  mass  of  the  na- 
tioiial  navigation,  it  looks  forward  to  the  protection 
of  a  maritime  strength  to  which  itself  is  unequally 
adapted.  —  The  East,  in  a  like  intercourse  with  the 
We$t,  already  finds,  and  in  the  progressive  iniprove- 
imunications,  by  land  and  water, 
1  find,  a  valuable  vent  tor  the 
commodities  which  it  brings  from  abroad,  or  man- 
U&ctures  at  home. —  The  West  derives  from  the 
Bail  supplies  rer[uisi(«  to  its  growth  and  eomlbrt, 
and  what  is  perhaps  of  still  greater  ooasequence,  it 
t  onfeftered  '  many  of  the  peculiar 


Washington. 

must  of  necenaity  owe  the  secure  enjojment  of  ii 
di^penaabk  otUlett  Tor  its  own  jiroiluirtioiu  to  tl 
weight,  influcnc.-^  and  the  future  maritime  ctrengAl 
of  Uie  Atlantic  aide  of  iho  Union,  direc-ted  by  » 
indissoluble  community  of  interest,  as  on«  Natm 
[Any  other]  *  tenure  by  whit^h  the  West  uan  tioIl|' 
this  essential  advantage,  [whedier  derived]* 
its  own  leparate  etrengtli  or  from  what  an  apostate 
and  unnatural  conneetion  with  taij  foreign  Power, 
must  be  intrinsically  precarious-  ['] 

[*]  While  [then]  every  part  of  our  Country  thnl 
[feels]  *  an  imUDdiatc  and  particulnr  interest  ia 
Union,  all  the  parts  '  [combined  cannot  teSA  to  find} 
in  the  united  mass  of  means  and  efforts  (7]  greate^ 
strength,  greater  resourt-e,  proportionably  greater 
security  from  external  danger,  a  leas  frequent  inter-" 
ruption  of  their  peace  by  foreign  Nations ;  Mi^* 
[what  is]  *  of  inestimable  value  !  they  must  deriTA 
from  Union  an  eKemptioQ  from  those  broils  and  w 
Ijetween  themaelves,  which  [bo  frequently]*  sfiliot 
neighbouring  countries,  not  tied  tc^ether  lij  ths 
same  government ;  which  their  own  rivalshipe  i^ona 
would  be  auflicient  to  produce;  but  which  oppoaiM 
foreign  alliances,  attachments  and  intrigues  would 
stimulate  and  embitter.  —  Hence  likewiae  they  will 
avoid  the  necesulty  of  those  overgrown  Military  es- 
tablishments, which  under  any  form  of  Govemmeal^ 
are  inauspicious  to  liberty,  and  which  [ar 


o  b«  diiturbtd  by  th«  fluctu 

y  inleraals  of  Europe,  whidi  must 
conducl  of  Ibe  NationE  uf  whk* 
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gaided]  *  as  particularly  hostile  to  Republican  Lib- 
erty: In  ihia  sense  it  is,  that  your  Union  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a,  main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and 
thkt  the  loTe  of  the  one  ooght  to  endear  to  you  the 
pruerration  of  the  other. 

Unm  coDfiiderations  Bpeak  a  persuanrc  language 
to  [erery]  '  reflecting  anil  virtuoue  mind,  —  [and]  ' 
ufaibit  the  continuance  of  the  Union  as  a  primary 
otgect  of  Patriotic  desire.  —  Is  there  a  doubt,  whether 
■  common  government  can  embrace  so  large  a  sphere  ? 
Let  experience  solve  it.  —  To  listen  to  mere  apecu- 
ktion  in  such  a  case  were  crinunaL  —  [We  are  au- 
tiiarised]  *  to  hope  that  a  proper  organization  of 
li)e  whole,  with  the  auxiliary  ageni-y  of  govemmenti 
for  the  respective  subdivisions,  will  alTord  a  happy 
bene  to  the  a:<periineiit.  'Tis  well  worth  a  fair  and 
IhU  ejcperiment.  [']  With  such  powerful  and  obvi- 
ous motives  to  Union,  [aifecting]  *  nil  parts  of  our 
country  f].  while  experience  shall  not  ha*e  dem- 
onstrated its  impr3i:ticBbiUty,  there  will  always 
be  [reii3on] '  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of  those, 
who  in  a;iy  quiirtw  may  endeavour  to  weaken  its 
buds,  n  — 


*  'Til  natuna 

■  It  may  Dot  iiapoBsibly  b«  found,  tbit  the  spiril 

*  maclunMinna  nr  foreign  powcn.  the  corrupTinn 
tiM  of  individual  citizens  an  more  ronnidable  ■ 

I  t«  the  Tnily  of  ai 


"  ihey 


Ag.i. 


I   inlkinil  B^mpathy,  and  ni 
•  DB^ide*  Ihe  mnra  terii 


inal  jealousy  ought  to  bi 


sufficiently 

make  it  prudent  to  be  upon  our  guard  againit 
a  the  petulance  or  party  dilTerenc«a  nf  opinion. 
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In  eontemplating  the  causea  which  may  distarb 
our  Union,  il  occurs  as  matter  of  Berious  concern, 
that  [an)'  ground  ahoald  have  been  furnished  for 
characterizing  parties  bj]  '  Gtographtci^  diacrimi- 
nations — Northern  and  Soulhem  —  Atlanlie  «Dd 
WatcT^  ;  [whence  designing  men  may  endcsvor  to 
exeit«  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  difference  of 
local  intereHts  and  views.]  "     One  of  the  expediontt 


It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  the  irrilstiont  which  thcM  excils 
vent  thcmulves  in  dccltntioni  that  Ihe  different  parts  of  Ifa« 
United  Stales  are  ill  aSecIed  to  eich  other,  in  meriaM*  that 
Ihe  DdIdd  will  be  diiiolved  b;  this  or  tfau  tneiuure.  Inli- 
tnatioDS  like  these  ate  as  indiscreet  u  Ibej  am  intraipenlc- 
ThoDgb  rrequentl;  nude  with  levity  and  without  any  raX^ 
evil  intention,  Ihey  have  a  tendency  to  prodnce  the  cobm- 
qnenvs  which  tbuy  indicate.  They  teach  the  minds  of  nea 
to  consider  the  Union  as  precarious;  —  as  an  abjecl  to  which 
theyouKhlaottosttacb  their  hopes  and  rartanea;  —  and  Ihns 
chill  llie  EcntimeDt  in  its  favour.  By  alannlng  Ihe  pride  of 
those  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  they  set  iaf^iilty  al  iroA 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  thing,  and  to  dbcover  raasOM 

of  inditTerence  towards  it.    This  is  not  wise It  will  be  aaA 

wiser  lohabiloste  ounelves  to  reverence  the  Union  as  the  pal- 
ladlnm  of  our  national  happiness;  to  accommodate  oonstantly 

whatever  may«n(C);eM  a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  evaal 
be  abandoned.  (In  the  margin  opposite  this  pnrnffropk  an 
the  words,  "  Not  important  enough.") 

I  our  pirtiea  for  some  time  past  have  been  too  much  char- 
acterized by 

*  These  discriminstioDS, the  mere  contrivance  of  the 

spirt  of  Party,  [always  dexterous  to  seixe  every  handle  by 
which  the  passions  can  be  wielded,  and  too  skilAd  not  lo  lum 
to  account  the  sympathy  of  neighhoarbood  |.  have  fUmished 
an  argument  against  the  Cnion  as  evidence  of  a  rml  diflrr- 
ence  of  local  interests  and  riews;  and  ser^e  In  liazanl  it  by 
organizing  larger  districts  of  country,  under  Ihe  Iwidcn  of 
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of  Party  to  aciiuire  iDftuetire,  within  particulnr  dj»- 
tricta,  is  to  misrepresent  the  opinioDs  nod  aims  of 
Other  districts,  —  You  cannot  shield  youraeWea  too 
BiDch  against  the  jealouaiea  and  heartburnings  whith 
■|ving  from  these  misrepresentations  ;  —  They  tend 
to  render  alien  to  each  other  those  who  ought  to  be 
bound  together  by  fraternal  affection.  ~  Hie  inbab- 
itaota  of  our  Western  country  have  lately  had  a 
Dseful  lesson  on  this  [head.]'  —  They  have  seen, 
in  the  negotiation  by  the  Gxecntive,  and  in  the 
unanimous  ratiiication  by  the  Senate,  of  the  Treaty 
with  Spain,  and  in  the  uniiersal  satisfaction  at  that 
erent.  tbroogboat  the  United  States,  a  deeisiTe 
proof  how  unfounded  were  the  snspicions  propagated 
Mnong  them  of  a  policy  in  the  General  Government 
and  in  the  Atlantic  States  unfriendly  to  their  inter- 
ests in  regard  to  the  Mihhissippi.  — ^  They  have 
been  witnesses  to  the  tbrmation  of  two  Treaties, 
that  with  G.  Britain,  anil  that  with  Spain,  which 
■ecnre  to  them  every  thin^  they  coulil  desire,  in  re- 
elect to  our  foreign  Relations  towards  confirming 
'their  prosperity.  —  Will  it  not  be  tbeir  wisdom  to 
rdy  fbp  the  preservation  of  these  advantages  on  the 
1T)sio:r  by  which  they  were  procured  ?  —  Will  they 
Bot  bencefbrtb  be  deaf  to  Uiose  advisers,  if  such 
■re,  who  would  sever  them  from  their  Brethren, 
id  connect  them  with  Aliens  ?  — 
Xo  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your  Union,  a 
for  the  whole  is  indispensable.  —  No 
MlUances  however  strict  between  the  parts  can  be 

conlcndinE  faoliotu ;  wfaose  rivslstaipi,  prejndices,  unci  scheines 
Of  ainbilioD.  rmlher  than  the  true  inlereotB  a(  Iha  Country, 
r  wriU  direct  the  u«e  of  Iheir  influence.  If  il  be  possible  m  cor- 
!t  Uiis  poigon  In  the  hubil  of  our  body  politic,  il  it  worthy 
of  the  moderate  and  tbe  good  to  eSiscl  it. 
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an  adequate  BiibstituCe They  miift  incriubl j  ex- 
perience the  infraction!  and  interruptions  which  all 
alliances  in  all  times  have  experience.  —  Sennibia 
of  this  mamcntouR  truth,  you  have  improved  upon 
your  Rrst  esiay.  by  the  adoption  of  ■  Conatitutica  of 
Government,  better  calcutati<d  tban  yonr  Ibnner  lor 
an  intimnte  Union,  and  for  tlie  efficacious  manage- 
ment of  your  commoa  coDcems.  —  This  government, 
the  oUspring  of  oar  own  choice,  uninfluenced  and 
uoaired,  adopted  upon  fiiU  investigation  and  matuni 
delibemtion,  completely  free  in  its  prini'ifdes,  in  Ihe 
distribution  of  its  powers,  uniting  security  with  en- 
ergy, anil  containing  within  itself  a  provision  tar  iM 
own  amendment,  has  a  just  claim  to  your  conGdeoce 
and  your  snpport.  —  Respect  Ibr  it«  authority,  com- 
pliance with  its  Laws,  acijuiescence  in  its  meacnre«, 
are  duties  enjoined  by  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
true  Liberty-  The  bans  of  our  political  systems  is 
the  right  of  the  pmpic  to  make  and  to  ^t«r  their 
Constitutions  of  Government  —  But  the  Constilntioa 
which  at  any  time  vxisia,  *titl  changed  by  an  expUot 
and  authentic  act  of  the  whole  People,  i*  ncrcdlj 
obligatory  upon  alL  —  The  very  idea  of  the  power 
and  the  right  of  tlie  People  to  establish  Government, 
presupposes  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obey 
the  eetablished  Government. 

All  obstructiong  to  Ihe  execution  of  the  Laws,  all 
combinations  and  asaociationi).  under  whatever  plau*- 
ible  character,  with  [the  real]  de%n  to  direct,  ci 
troul.  cuunterBct,  or  awe  the  regular  delilxnvtiiMi 
and  action  of  the  constituted  authoritieit.  arc  destrac- 
Uve  of  this  fundamental  principle,  and  of  &tal  t«n* 
dency.  —  They  serve  to  organize  faction,  to  pve  it 
an  artificial  and  eitraonllnarj-  force  —  to  put,  [•]  in 
the  place  of  the  delegated  will  of  the  Nation,  the 
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a  party  ;  —  often  a  small  but  artful  and  enter- 
ority  of  the  coramunity ;  —  and,  accord' 
a  the  alternate  triumph!)  of  different  parties,  to 
oiske  the  public  odministmtion  the  mirror  of  the 
ijl-concerted  and  incongruous  projects  of  faction, 
ralLer  th<ui  the  organ  of  consistent  am)  wholcBoine 
_,ylai)B  digested  by  common  councils  and  modified  by 
Otn^  interests.  -~  However  combinationn  or  asso- 
riiona  of  tho  above  tleacription  ntay  now  and  then 
rwer  popular  end*,  [*]  they  are  lik«ly.  in  the 
e  and  thinge,  to  become  potent  enginea, 
by  which  cunning,  ambitious  and  unprinoiple<l  men 
iriU  be  enabled  to  subvert  the  power  of  the  People, 
and  to  usurp  (or  themselves  the  reins  of  Government ; 
destroying  aftenrards  the  very  engines  which  have 
lifted  them  to  unjust  dominion. — 

Towanls    the  preservation  of  your    Government 

Uid  the  permanency  of  your  present  happy  slate,  it 

is  requisite,  not  only  that  you    steadily  discounle- 

nance  irtegular  opposition  to  its  acknowleilj^il  an- 

tkority.  but  also  that  you    resist  with    care  [ihe]  * 

^—mjiit  of  innovation  upon  its  principles  however  spe- 

^B3ws  the  pretexts.  —  One  method  of  awault  may  be 

^H|«fiect,  in  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  alterations 

^^Hftich  will  impair  the  energy  of   ihe  system,  [and 

^^^KM  to]  *  undermine  what  cannot  be  directly  over- 

ibrowii.     In  all  the  changes  to  which  you  may  be 

mviled,  remember  that  time  and  habit  are  at  least 

■s  necemaiy  to  fix  the  true   character  of  Govem- 

I,  u  of  other  human  institutions  —  that  cxpe- 

(  the  surest  standard,  by  which  to  lest  the 

d  tendency  of  the  existing  Constitution  of  a  Coun- 

rj — that  facility  in  changes    upon  the  credit  of 

■ere  hypothesis  and   opinion  exposes  to  perpetual 

ebang»,  from  the  endless  variety  of  hypothesis  and 

1  and  pnTposes  s  a  'to 


k. 
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opinion :  —  and  remember,  especiftUf,  thkt  fbr  I 
efficient  management  of  your  common  interests  ii 
country  io  extcaaive  m  oats,  a  Government  of  ai 
much  vigour  as  ii  coiiaiBtent  with  the  perfect  s 
rity  of  Liberty  is  indispensable  —  Liberty  itself  wiH 
find  in  luch  a  Government,  with  powera  propeiiy 
distributed  and  adjusted,  its  surest  guardian.  —  [It 
is  indeed  little  else  than  a  name,  where  the  Govent< 
ment  is  too  feeble  to  withstand  the  enterprises  of 
faction,  to  confine  each  member  of  the  Socie^f 
within  Ite  limits  prescribed  by  the  laws,  and  to  ■ 
maintain  all  in  the  secure  and  tranquil  enjoym 
of  die  rights  of  person  and  property.]  ' 

I  bavtt  tAmady  intimatetl  to  you  the  danger  ofFar-' 
ties  in  the  Slate,  with  particular  reference  t 
founding  of  them  on  Gec^apbicnl  diacruninationB.  — 
Let  me  now  take  a  more  comprehen  ~ 
warn  you  in  the  most  solemn  manner  against  the- 
baneful  eifecta  of  the  Spirit  of  Party,  generally. 

This  Bpirit.  unfbrtunaMly,  is  inseparable  1 
[our] '  nature,  having  its  root  in  the  strongen  pa»> 
eions  of  the  [human]  mind. —  It  exists  under  differeni. 
shapes  in  all  Goremments,  more  or  less  stifled,  < 
b'ouled  or  repressed ;  but  in  those  of  the  popular 
form  it  is  seen  in  its  greatest  rankness,  and  is  tni^ 
their  worst  enemy.  —  [*] 

'  Owing  to  you  aa  I  dA  m  frank  and  free  discloinre  oT 
faeact,  I  ihall  not  concrsl  IVnm  you  the  bcIieT  1  uiIerUiD,  t 
your  Goremment  u  U  present  conBtiluted  is  lor  more  SktSj 
to  proTB  too  feeble  than  loo  powerflil. 

'  human 

■  In   Kgpablics  of  narrow   extent,  It  is  not  diffioolt  I 
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The    altornate    dominatioD    of  oae   faction    over 

another,  Bliarpcoed  by  the  spirit  of  revenge  natural 
to  party  dissension,  which  in  different  ages  and 
countries  has  perpetrated  the  meet  horrid  enormities, 
U  itself  a  trighttid  despotism.  —  But  this  leads  at 
length  to  a  more  fonual  and  permanent  despotism. — 
The  disorders  and  miseries,  which  result,  gradually 
incline  the  minds  of  men  to  seek  security  and  repose 
in  the  absolute  power  of  an  Individual :  and  sooner 
or  later  the  chief  of  some  prevailing  faction,  more 
tthle  or  more  Rirtunate  than  bis  own  competitort, 
turns  thb  disposition  to  the  purposes  of  bis  own  ele- 
Tktkin,  on  the  ruins  of  Public  Liberty. 

Without  looking  Ibrward  to  an  entremity  of  this 
kind  (which  nevertheless  ought  not  to  be  entirely  out 
of  right),  the  common  and  continual  mischief  of  the 
■pirit  of  Party  are  sufficient  to  make  it  the  interest 
utd  the  duty  of  a  wise  People  to  discourage  and 


It  serve*  always  to  distract  the  Public  Councils 
mud  enfeeble  the  Public  administration.  —  It  agitates 

fluni;  oiMj  Ukewbfl  be  too  i 
liM.  by  partitl  combiniiioi 

ttom  birth,  riche*  or  olherBoorcas  ordlilmction,  li«ve  axtniur* 
dlnaiy  influenre  and  numeroiM  [adherents]  *  ~  By  delwach- 
iiiK  Ihe  MiLilary  fbrce.  by  surprising  suiuc  commanding  ciUdel, 
or  by  tome  other  iiiildeii  and  nntbrsKen  movement  the  fale  of 
(he  Republic  is  decided.  —  But  in  Republic!  of  large  extent, 
OHupatliiii  can  Bcarcely  msks  its  way  thrungh  Ibeee  avenues. 
—  The  powen  »nd  opportunities  of  resintBiice  of  a  wide  ex- 
tended and  nmavrous  nation,  defy  the  luccwi^l  efforts  uf  the 
Ardinaiy  Hililaiy  force,  or  of  any  callcctiona  whicb  (reallhiDil 
pilnnaga  may  call  to  tbslr  aid. —  In  such  Kepublics,  tCisufe 
Id  SMart,  that  the  coaflictn  of  papular  ficlions  are  the  chief. 
If  BM  the  only  inlets,  of  uiuTpation  and  Tyranny. 


WAaaaraTOX. 


1  tbnagh  Uw  duDuii  of  putt- iHHOn*-  It 
jtcU  ihr  policj  of  ov  oini  tatetrj  ts  the  poll 
aga  eaniitiT.  and  rren  ^idanB  tke  wQl  of  oiu 
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n  one,  and  tbua  to  create,  [']  whatever 

of  governmeni,  a.  real]  "  duapocism A 

f  thaC  love  of  power,  and  f']  proneneM 

abuae  it,  whiirh  predominates  in  the  human  heart, 

aufficient  to  latisf/  us  of  the  truth  of  thii  position. 

The  necessity  of  reciprocal  checks  in  the  exercise 

political  power,  by  dividing  and  distributing  it  into 

depoeitoriea,   and  constituting    each    the 

of  tbo  Public  ^Veal  [agaiiwt]  *  invaaious  by 

'lasbcen  evinced  hy  experiments  ancient 

of  them  in  our  country  ami  under 

eyes,  —  To  preserve  theui  must  l>e  as  neces- 

tLum. —  If  in  the  opinion  of  the 

lie,  the  dUtribution  or  modification  of  the  Consti- 

iiud  powers  tie  in  any  particular  wrong,  let  it  be 

by  an  ameudment  in  the  way  which  the 

designaiea.  —  But  let  there  be  no  change 

n ;  for  though  this,  in  one  instance,  may 

be  the  instrument   of  good,  it  la  the  j^cualomnry]  " 

wempon  by  which  free  governmentu  arc  deatroyed. — 

Hie  pre««dent  [°]  must  always  greatly  overbalance  in 

il   any  paj'tial  or  [transient]  '  benefit 

<h  the  use  ["]  can  at  aoy  time  yield.  — 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead  to 

"  ~:«1  proaperity,  Beligion  and    morality   are  in- 

isable  supporu.  —  In  vain  would  thai  tnaD  claim 

^  tribute  of  Patriotism,  who  should  labour  to  sub- 

Tert    theae  great  Pillars  of  human  happiness,  these 

firmen  props  of  the  duties    of  Men  and  Citizens.  — 

i    Poltticao,  equally  with    the    pious  man, 

respect  and  to  cherish  them.  —  A  volume 

!d  not  trace  all  their  connectioua  with  privatu  and 

iblic  felicity.  —  Let  it  simply  be  asked  where  is  the 

I  rurim,  a  "  ihe 


k 
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sKvaity  (or  property,  (or  repnlation,  tbr  life,  if  tbft 
gensc  a(  religious  obligation  daert  the  oAths,  which 
are  the  in^tnuoeDU  of  investigation  in  Court*  of 
Jneiiue  ?  And  let  at  with  caution  inilulge  the  « 
position,  that  moralit}'  can  be  maintained  without  re- 
ligion. —  Whatever  may  be  conceded  la  the  influ- 
ence of  refined  education  on  mindi  of  peculiar  struct- 
ure—  reason  and  experience  doth  ibrbid  us  to 
pect  that  national  morality  can  prevail  in  exclunon 
of  religious  principle.  — 

'Tis  substantially  true  that  virtue  or  morality  is 
«  necesaary  spring  of  popular  government. — 
rule  indeed  extends  with  more  or  leas  force  la  cKory  ■ 
species  of  Free  Govermuent,  —  Who  that  is  a  un 
friend  to  it,  can  look  with  indifference  upon  att«mpta 
to  shake  the  Ibundation  of  the  fabric  ?  — 

[Promote  then  as  an  otiject  of  primary  importance 
institutions  for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge.— 
In  proportion  as  the  rtructure  of  a  ^vcrninent  giTM 
force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  essential  that  public 
opinion  should  Iw  enlightened.]  —  * 

As  a  very  important  source  of  strength  and  se- 
curity, cherish  public  credit.  —  One  method  of  pre- 

1  Cultivate  industry  and  fru^litj,  as  auxiliuies  to  eaod  • 
moralu  and  so  urc«  of  private  and  public  pcwpcritj'-  —  la  than 
not  room  to  regret  that  our  propeasity  to  expeoH  excesdi  M 
meana  fur  It  ?  I>  there  not  more  luxiuy  among  us  and  moi 
diffuaively,  than  euita  the  aotna]  aUf^eofouriialioiulpnignBf  . 
Whatever  may  be  the  apology  Ibr  luxury  in  a  country,  maton 
in  the  Arts  which  are  iti  miuiflcrs,  aad  ths  cause  of  n***"*'. 
opulence  —  can  it  promole  the  advaulage  oF  a  young  eoanBy, 
almost  wholly  agricultural,  in  the  infao^  of  the  Arts,  and  Cip' 
laiuly  not  lu  Ihematurity  of  wealth  ? 

(Over  thu  paiagraph  in  the  original  a  piece  of  paper! 
fered,  ou  which  the  pauage  is  writtsn  as  priated  in  th* 
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t  ia  to  use  it  w  [npnringly]  ^  ni  poBsible  :  — 
tuding  occasions  of  eipenae  by  tultivating  peace, 

'mbering  also  that  timely  disburBements  to 
prepare  tor  danger  frujueotly  prevent  mucli  greater 
disbursements  to  repel  it  —  avoiding  likewiM  the  sc- 
cmnuUlion  of  debt,  not  only  by  [shunning] '  oc- 
caaions  of  expense,  but  by  vigorous  exertions  in  time 
of  Peace  to  dischargu  the  debts  nhich  unavotdnble 
wars  may  have  occasioned,  not  ungeneronily  throw- 
ing upon  posterity  the  burtbcn  which  we  ourselvef 
ought  to  bear.  The  exci^ution  of  these  maxims  b»- 
tongi  to  yonr  Representatives,  but  it  is  necessary 
tlint  poblio  opinion  should  [co-operate.]* — To  fn- 
c:ilitate  to'them  the  performance  of  their  duty,  it  ii 
asential  that  you  shoiild  practically  bear  in  mind, 
that  toward*  the  piiyment  of  debts  there  must  be 
Revenue  —  that  to  have  Revenue  there  must  be 
t»iea  — that  tio  laxea  can  be  devised  which  are  not 
more  or  leas  inuonvenient  and  unpleasant —  that  the 
intrinsic  embamusnient  inseparable  from  the  selection 
of  the  proper  objects  (which  is  always  a  choice  of 
difficoltjes)  ought  to  be  a  decisive  motive  Ibr  a  can- 
diil  construction  of  the  conduct  of  the  Govcmment 
in  making  it,  and  for  a  spirit  of  acquiescence  in 
th«  mensoRs  for  obtaining  Revenue  which  the  public 
exigencies  may  at  any  time  dictate.  — 

Obiicrre  good  faith  and  justice  towards  all  Na- 
tiona.  [*]  Cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  all. — 
Religion  and  morality  enjoin  thia  conduct;  and  can 
it  be  that  good  policy  does  not  equally  enjoin  it?  — 
it  will  be  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened,  and,  at  no 
distant  period,  a  great  nation,  to  give  to  mankind 
'avoiding  »cohidde 

iltivMe  ps>c«  and  hnmiony  with  ill.  for  in  pnblic 

3  will  alwityi  ba  fouoil  to  be  the  beat  policy. 


the  magDanimous  and  too  Dovel  example  of  a  Peo- 
plu  always  guiijcd  hy  an  eiall«d  jostioe  and  benev- 
olcDce.  —  Wfao  c-an  doubt  tbat  in  the  coune  of  dme 
and  things,  the  &nuts  of  each  s  plan  would  ricblj 
repay  any  temporary  advantages  which  might  be 
lost  by  a,  steady  adherence  to  it  ?  Can  it  be,  that 
Provideoce  has  not  connected  the  permanent  felituM 
of  a  Nution  with  its  virtue  ?  The  experiment,  at 
leait,  is  recommended  by  every  sentiment  wliich  en- 
nobles human  nature.  —  Alaa  I  is  it  rendered  iiupo»- 
liblu  by  its  vices  ? 

In  the  execution  of  such  a  plan  nothing  is  m 
essential  than  that  [permanent,  inveterate]  *  antip- 
athies against  particular  nations  and  pasMOnale  a 
taehmonts  for  otheis  should  be  excluded  ;  and  tba 
in  place  of  Ihem  just  and  amicable  leelinga  towuds 
all  should  be  caltivated.  —  Thu  Nation,  which  i 
dulges  tawards  another  [an] '  habitual  hatred  at 
[an]  *  habitual  fondness,  is  in  some  degree  a  all 
It  is  a  slave  to  its  nuimosity  or  to  its  affectkn, 
either  of  which  i«  sufficient  to  lead  it  astray  A 
its  duty  and  its  interests.  —  Antipathy  in  one  Natioo 
against  another  [']  disposes  each  more  readily  to 
offer  insult  and  injury,  to  lay  hold  of  slight  causes 
of  umbrage,  and  to  be  haughty  and  iutractablei 
when  accidental  or  trifling  occasions  of  dispabe  oc- 
cur. —  Hence  frequent  collisions,  obstinate,  en* 
omed  and  bloody  contests.  —  The  Nation  prompted 
by  ill-will  and  resentment  sometimes  impels  to  Wu 
the  Government,  contrary  to  [the  best]  '  calculations 
of  policy.  The  Government  sometimes  participate) 
in  the  [national]  propensity,  and  adopts  throngh  pa*- 
sion  what  rea«an  would  reject ;  —  at  uther  times,  it 


'  tankes  the  animosity  of  the  Nation  aubservient  to 

•   project*  of  hostility  iiisligated   by  pride,   ambition, 

I   other   sinister  and   pernicious 

(  perhaps  the  Liberty,  of  N»- 
>  has  been  the  victim.  — 

)  likewise  a  passionate  attachment  of  one  Sar 
for  another  pn>duees  a  Tariety  of  evils.  —  Sym- 
pathy for  the  favourite  nation,  facilitating  the  illn- 
lion  of  an  imaginary  common  interest  in  case  where 
no  common  interest  exists,  and  iniiiaing  into  one  [^j 
the  enmities  of  the  other,  betrays  the  former  into  a 
partidpation  in  the  quarrels  and  wars  of  the  latter, 
witbont  adequate  inducement  or  justilication  :  It 
levli  aIh  to  concessions  to  the  favourite  Nation  of 
priTiteges  denied  to  others,  wltich  is  apt  doubly  to 
injore  the  Nation  mating  the  conceBBJons  ;  [']  by 
BBnecetBarily  parting  with  what  ought  to  have  l>eeQ 
retained,'  and  by  exciting  jealousy,  ill-will,  and  a 
di^siUon  to  retaliate  in  the  parties  from  whom 
equal  privileges  are  withheld  ;  and  it  gives  to  am- 
bitious, corrupted,  or  delodetl  citizens  (who  devote 
(hemaelvea  to  the  favourite  Nation)  facility  Ui  betray, 
or  sacrifioe  the  interests  of  their  own  country  with- 
ODt  odium,  sometimes  even  with  popularity :  —  gild- 
ing with  the  appearances  of  a  virtuous  sense  of  ob- 
ligation, a  commendable  deference  for  public  opinion, 
or  ft  landabie  zeal  for  public  good,  the  base  or 
ibdiBh  compliances  of  ambition,  corruption,  or  infat- 

As  avenues  to  foreign  inSuence  in  innumerable 
ways,  such  attachments  ore  particularly  alarming 
to  the  truly  enlightened  and  independent  patriot.  — 
How  many  opportunities  do  they  afford  to  tamper 
with  domestic  factions,  to  practise  the  oris  of  seduc- 
tion, to  mislead  public  opinion,  to  influence  or  awe 
a  laUy  *  Sdly 
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the  public  councila  I  Such  an  Bttochinent  of  s  smd 
or  vrcak,  toirsnls  a  great  and  powerflil  ontian.  doomi 
the  former  to  be  the  wtelUle  of  the  latter. 

Agaitut  the  insidious  wiles  of  foreign  influeace^ 
[I  conjure  you  lo]  believe  me,  [fellow  eiti*eii»].^  tbs 
jealousy  of  a  free  p(>ople  ought  to  be  [const«ntlf  ]  * 
awake,  since  history  and  experienoe  prove  that  fbl^ 
ci^  induencti   is  one  of  the   most  baneful   foes  of 

Republican  GoTcmmenl But  that  jealousy  to  b> 

ugeliil  must  be  impartial ;  else  it  becomes  the  iiutnH 
ment  of  the  rerj  influence  to  be  aToided,  instead  of 
a  defence  against  it  —  Excessive  partitdity  for  one 
foreign  nation  and  excenive  dislike  of  another,  Qause 
those  whom  they  actuate  to  sec  dan^r  only  on  om 
side,  and  serve  to  veil  and  even  sct-ond  the  arts  of 
influence  on  the  other.  —  Real  Patriots,  who  may  r^ 
aiet  the  intrigues  of  the  favourite,  are  liable  to  bo- 
come  suspected  and  odious ;  while  its  tools  and  dupM 
nsarp  the  applause  and  confidence  of  the  people,  tO 
surrender  their  interests.  — 

The  great  rule  of  conduct  for  us.  in  regard  to  foP* 
eign  Nations  is,  [in  eitending  our  eomtnercial  reli^ 
tions,]  to  hare  with  them  as  httle  Poliiieal  conneclioA 
as  possible.  So  far  as  wc  have  already  Ibnned  cn> 
gagements  let  them  be  fulHUed  willi  [']  perfect  good 
faith,  —  Here  let  us  stop.  — 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which 
have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relation.  —  Hence  ditf 
must  be  engaged  in  frequent  controversies,  the 
of  which  are  essentially  foreign  to 
Hence  thereltire  it  must  be  unwise  in  us  to  implicate 
ourselves  by  [']  artificial  [ties]  *  in  the  ordinary  vi- 
cissitudes of  her  politics,  [or]  *  the  ordinaty  comtA- 
natioos  and  collisions  of  her  triendships, 

I  my  friends  •  incessantly 

■  circumnpeclina  indeed,  but  wiib 

*  to  '  connection 
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Our  detached  and  distant  situation  incites  and 
enablea  ua  to  pursue  a  different  course.  —  If  we  re- 
main one  People,  under  an  eOicient  govcmment,  the 
period  ia  not  far  off,  wlien  we  may  defy  material 
tnjuiy  from  external  annoyance ;  when  we  take  sucli 
tn  attitude  as  will  cause  the  neutrality  we  may  at 
Kiy  time  resolvB  [upon] '  to  be  ecrupulously  re- 
ipected.  —  When  [^  belligerent  nations,  under  the 
iinpoeBibility  of  makin);  acquisitions  upon  us,  will  [not] 
lightly  haziud  the  giving  us  provocation  ['] ;  when 
we  mfty  choose  peace  or  war,  as  our  interest  guided 
by  [*]  justjce  shall  counseL  — 

Why  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiu'  a  situa- 
tion?—  Why  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon  foreign 
grouDd? —  Wliy,  by  interweaving  our  destiny  with 
that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and 
procperity  in  the  toils  of  European  ambition,  rival- 
■bip,  interest,  humour  or  caprice  ?  — 

Tia  our  true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent 
aQiances  [']  witli  any  portion  of  the  foreign  world ; 
—  to  fkr,  I  mean,  aa  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  do  It 
I — for  let  me  not  be  understood  as  capable  of  patron- 
inng  infidelity  to  [existing]  *  engagements.  ({1  hold 
die  nuixitB  no  less  applicable  to  public  than  to  pri- 
vate affairs] ',  that  honesty  is  [always]  the  liest 
policy).  —  [I  n^puat  it  therefore  let  Uiose  engage- 
Busnta]  °  be  observed  in  their  genuine  sense.  —  But 
in  my  opinion  it  is  unnecessary  and  would  be  unwise 
to  estend  them.  — 

'  noithor  of  two 
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rting  the  course  whith  hfw  hitherto  ni&rked  the  <le«- 
I  fiDj  or  Nations.  —  But  if  I  m»y  even  flatter  niyxGlf, 

.t  they  maybe  productive  of  Mine  partial  beuefit; 
nme  occaaionitl  good ;  that  they  may  now  and  then 
MCDT  lo  moderate  the  fury  of  party  spirit,  to  warn 
agninst  the  miichiefB  of  foreign  inCriguP,  to  guard 
against  the  imposturei  of  pretended  patriotlnu,  this 
hope  will  be  a  liill  recompense  lor  the  solicitude  for 
]>our  welfare,  by  which  they  have  been  dictated.  — 

How  fur  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  I 
Imve  been  guided  by  the  principles  whieh  have  been 
ddineated,  the  public  Records  and  other  evidences 
of  tax  conduct  must  witnens  to  Tou,  and  lu  the 
World,  —  To  myseH  the  aitsurance  of  my  own  con- 
Mience  is,  that  I  have  at  least  believed  myself  to 
be  guided  by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  War  in  Europe, 
mj  Proclamation  ol'  the  22d  of  April  1793  is  the  in- 
dex to  my  plan.  —  Sanctioned  by  your  approving 
*cdc«  and  by  that  of  Your  Representatives  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  the  spirit  of  that  measure  has 
ecmlJDiiEilly  governed  me  :  —  uninfluenced  by  any 
anempls  to  deter  or  divert  me  Irom  it. 

After  deliberate  examination  with  the  aid  of  tlie 
best  lights  1  could  obtain,  [']  I  was  well  satisfied 
that  our  country,  under  all  tiie  circumstances  of  the 
caM,  had  a  right  to  take,  and  was  bound  in  duty 
and  interest,  to  take  a  Neutral  paaition.  —  Having 
taken  it,  I  determined,  as  far  as  should  depend  upon 
me,  to  maintain  it,  willi  moderation,  perscveranco 
and  lirmncss.  — 

[The  considerations  which  respect  the  right  to 
bold   this  conduct,  [it  is  not  necessary]  ^  on  this  oc- 
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cBsion  [to  detail.]  I  will  onl/  observe,  that  arCord- 
ing  to  my  anderstanding  of  the  matter,  that  right, 
eo  far  Ironi  being  di-nied  by  any  of  die  BeUigerant 
Powers,  has  been  virtually  admitted  by  all.  — ]  ' 

The  duty  of  holiiiiiK  a.  neutral  condnct  may  be 
interred,  without  anythiog  more,  from  the  oblig^ation 
which  juatiee  and  humanity  impose  on  every  Nation, 
in  cases  in  which  it  is  free  to  act,  to  maintain  invio- 
late the  relations  of  Pea^c  and  Amity  towards  other 
Nations.  — 

Hie  inducementa  of  interest  for  observing  that 
conduct,  nitl  boet  be  referred  to  your  own  reflectiou 

and  experience. With  me,  a  prcduminant  t 

tive  haa  been  to  endeavour  to  gain  time  to  i 
country  to  settle  and  mature  its  yet  recent  insti 
lions,  and  to  progress  without  interruption  to  tbal 
degree  of  strength  and  consisteDCy,  which  is  neceasary 
to  give  It,  buuanly  speaking,  the  command  of  its 
own  fortunes. 


1  The  ct 


I  of  «  delioi 


B  Tight  to  hold  It 


irould  be  improp- 
erly Ihe  lubject  of  siplanBtlon  on  Ihii  otc«sioa.    1  will  lardy  " 
obeervB  Uist  iccordiog  to  my  undcnonding  of  the  mlEtV, 
that  right  lO  fkr  trmn  ix\<at(  denied  by  any  Iwlllgerenl  Power, 
has  Wn  virtually  admilted  by  all — 

This  pinKTaph  a  then  sraatid  fVom  th«  word  "conduct,''    . 
and  the  following  uounce  inlerlioed,  "  would  be  impmperly 
the  subject  of  parliuular  diwunuon  on  Uiii  occuion.     I  will 
baraly  obwrve  tbat  to  me  ibey  appear  to  be  warranlad  by 


e  Uw»  of  N 


cable  lo  tbe  nelure  or 

with  the  circunialanres  of  the  War  and  the  relative 

of  tlie  DODlendiug  Panlea." 

A  piece  of  paper  la  attervrsrds  walired  over  both. 
the  paragraph  as  it  tiande  in  liie  text  'a  written,  i 


Kquei 


.  applj- 


is  the  rollowing  note: 
enable  which  of  the  tt 
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lloogh  in  reviewing  the  incidenti  of  my  Adminis- 
(ration,  I  am  uncoiucioiu  of  inteotional  error — I 
am  nevertbeltisa  too  eenaible  of  mj  delecU  not  to 
tbink  it  probable  that  I  [may]  have  committed  innny 
OTore.  —  [WhMuver  they  may  be  I]  '  fervently  be- 
Meoh  the  Almighty  to  avert  or  mitignte  (the  evila  to 
whieli  they  may  tend.J  '  —  I  shall  alw  carry  with  me 
the  hope  that  my  country  wilt  never  cease  to  view 
ttem  with  imlulf^ence ;  and  that  aftur  forty-five  yean 
of  my  life  dedica(«d  to  its  service,  with  an  upright 
zeal,  the  laulu  of  incompetent  abilities  will  be  von- 
■ignod  \o  oblivion,  aa  myseir  must  Boon  be  to  the 
mancions  of  rest.  [*] 

Relying  on  its  kindness  In  this  as  in  other  things, 
and  actuated  by  that  fervent  love  towards  it,  which 
i«  to  natural  \o  A  man,  who  views  in  it  the  native 
ioil  of  himself  and  his  progenitors  for  [several]  *  gen- 


'  iif.v 


Bvll»  In  tihieh  Ihey  may  lend,  and 


■  Hay  I  without  the  clisrKe  of  osIeDUtiDD  add.  that  Deilhar 
amblCiDD  nor  interest  bu  been  the  impelling  eauM  oT  my  ac- 
tHNM —  tlul  I  have  never  designedly  misused  any  power  con- 
fided Id  me  dot  beiitated  to  uk  one,  where  I  tbought  it  conid 
redound  lo  your  benefil  'f  May  I  without  the  eppearani*  of 
■Obdalion  say,  that  the  fiHtUDe  with  whicb  I  came  into  oRice 
i»  not  bettered  otherwise  than  by  the  improvement  in  tbe 
value  of  property  which  the  quick  prngress  and  uncommon 
pnapnily  of  our  country  have  producedV  May  1  still  further 
add  wilboac  breach  of  delicacy,  that  I  shall  retire  without 
cane*  for  a  blush,  w)lb  no  saatimeats  alioa  to  the  force  oT 
thoH  vows  ror  the  happinees  of  his  conntiy  eo  natural  to  a 
allien  who  sees  in  it  the  native  wil  of  hii  progenitors  and 
himself  Rir  fuur  generations? 

On  the  margin  opposite  this  paragmph  is  the  following 
note:  "  This  paragraph  rosy  have  the  appearance  uf  self-Jis- 
tnutand  men  vanity." 
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endow ;  —  1  «DUcip»l«  wiA  pi 
tliM  t«U«M,  in  iridcli  t  prwiiw 
wUbwi  alloy,  the  «we«t  enjejacH  irf'  f 
tiie  micU  of  m;  felloi*  dtueai,  Ob  hMM 
of  pmd  Lawi  oiuler  a  lr«e  Gorv^atM 
ftvourite  object  of  mj  beut,  >imI  the  h 
M  I  trmt,  of  oar  matual  can>,  Uxaa*  t 
Go.  Wai 

UlCITKD  StATN,  ) 
UM  B^lBiAtr.  \  1796. 

1  Th*  pangrmph  begining  with  lh(  vorcb.  "  H^  I  «i^ 
out  th(  chinca  oT  otCeuUlioD  add,"  haviiif:  bc^  MraA  «■!, 
the  ftillnwJDK  note  ia  wrltUn  on  tbc  margia  of  thai  ■bfti* 
IliMrtwl  In  il*  pUce  in  the  (ext;  "ContiBiulinor  ita  |M»- 
Ktiph  preceding  tbe  lul  ending  with  the  word  '  rot.' " 


XDINGS  OF  CONGRESS  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF 
THE  DEATH  or  WASHINGTON. 


]E  BODBR,  DECSXBER  I9TB,   1799.* 

I,  Speaker, — 

The  molaucboly  event,  which  was  yesterday  an- 
noanced  with  doubt,  has  been  rendered  but  loo  L-er- 
tUD.  Our  Washington  la  no  more  1  Tlie  hero,  the 
patriot,  and  the  sage  of  Aiuorica  ;  the  man  on  whom 
in  times  of  danger  every  eye  was  turned,  and  all 
hopes  were  placed,  lives  now  only  in  his  own  great 
WTtionE,  and  in  the  hearts  of  an  aflectionate  and  af- 
Sicted  people. 

!£,  sir.  it  bad  even  not  been  usual  openly  to  testify 
respect  for  the  memory  of  those  wboni  Heaven  baa 
selected  as  its  imtniments  for  dispensing  good  to 
man,  yet  such  has  been  the  uncommon  worth,  and 
snch  the  extraordinary  incidents,  which  have  marked 
the  Ufa  of  him  whose  loss  we  all  deplore,  that  the 
whole  American  nation,  impelled  by  the  same  feel- 
ings, would  call  with  one  voice  for  a  public  maniles* 
tation  of  that  sorrow,  which  is  so  deep  and  so  uni- 

1  The  inlelligBOce  of  the  deilh  of  Wishirglnn  hid  been 
ncnvad  tbe  preceding  day,  and  the  Hnuse  immediaiely  id- 
Jnmed.  The  next  morniag  Mr.  Marshall  addreaaed  this 
•patch  to  the  House. 
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More  than  any  other  iuilividual,  and  u  mttalisa 

to  one  individual  vaa  possible,  has  he  contributed  to 
found  this  our  wide-gprcailing  empire,  and  to  give 
to  tbc  western  world  iiidcpendence  and  freedom. 

Having  effected  the  great  object  for  wliich  he  wa« 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  arnuei,  we  have  seen  him 
convert  the  iword  inki  the  ploughshare,  and  sink  the 
soldier  io  the  citixi^i. 

When  the  debility  of  our  federal  iystem  had  be- 
come manifest,  and  the  bonds  which  conooctod  thii 
Tast  continent  were  dissolving,  we  have  seen  him  the 
chief  of  those  patriots  who  fi>rmed  for  us  a  cuustilu- 
tion,  which,  by  preserving  the  Dnion,  will,  I  tmrt, 
anbBtantiate  and  perpetuate  those  blessings  which 
our  EUvolution  hod  promised  to  bt'Blow. 

In  obedience  to  the  geucral  voice  of  his  country, 
cfdiing  him  to  preside  over  a  great  people,  we  have 
once  more  seen  him  (juit  the  retirement  he  luved, 
and,  in  a  season  more  stormy  and  tempestuous  than 
war  itself,  with  cahn  and  wise  determination  pursue 
the  true  interests  of  the  nation,  and  contribute,  more 
than  any  other  could  contriboiA,  to  the  establishment 
of  that  system  of  policy,  whiuh  will,  1  trust,  yet  pre- 
serve our  peace,  our  honor,  and  our  independence. 

Having  been  twice  unanimously  chosen  the  chief 
magistrale  of  a  free  people,  wo  have  seen  him,  at  a 
time  when  hi  a  reelection  with  universal  suffrage 
could  not  be  doubled,  afford  lo  die  world  a  rare  in- 
stance of  moderation,  by  withdrawing  from  his  sta- 
tion to  the  peaceful  walks  of  private  life. 

However  the  public  confidence  may  change,  and 
the  public  affections  fluctuate  with  respect  to  others, 
with  respect  to  him  lliey  have,  in  war  and  in  peace, 
in  public  and  in  private  life,  been  as  steady  at  his 
own  firm  mind,  and  as  constant  as  his  own  exalted 


Dg,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  pay  the  Uet  trilutc  of 

napeut  and  affection  to  our  departed  rrltnij.     Let 

tke  grand  council  of  the  nation  display  Ihose  senti- 

nent8  vhich  the  nation  feels.    For  tins  purpoee  1  hold 

my  hand  some  reeoIutioDS,  which  I  take  the  liberty 

offering  to  the  Home. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  oill  wait  on  the  Fr«si- 
ient,  in  condolence  of  tbie  mournlul  event 

Rcfolved,  That   the    Speaker's  chair  be   shrouded 

iHth  black,  and  that  the  members  and  ofHcerB  of  the 

irear  black  during  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  in  conjunction  with 

tbe  from  the  Senate,  be  appointed  to  consider  on  tha 

^ost  Buitable  manner  of  paying  honor  to  tha  memory 

he  man,  Gist   in  war,  fint  in   peace,  and   first  in 

hearts  of  bta  felloir-citizens. 
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M  Ofcmitr.  1799. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  respectfiillj  take 
to  express  to  you  their  deep  rc^^ret  for  the  loss 
country  Bustains  in  the  deatb  of  Genera)  George 

'ubington. 

This  event,  so  ilistressing  (o  all  oar  felloo'CiLi- 
muit  be  peculiarly  heavy  to  you,  who  have  long 
associated  with  him  in  deeds  of  patriotism.  Per- 
is, sir,  to  mingle  our  tears  with  youts.  On 
[>ccasioD  it  is  manly  to  weep.  To  lose  such 
a,  at  such  a  crisis,  is  no  common  calamity  to 
■orld.  Our  country  mourns  a  father.  The  Al 
aighty  Disposer  of  human  events  has  taken  from  us 
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oar  greatest  benefacUir  and  ornament. 

DB  to  Eubmit  with   reverence   to  bim  "  who   maketh 

darkness  his  pavilion." 

With  patriotic  pride  we  review  the  life  of  our 
WaahingtJjn,  and  compare  him  with  those  of  other 
countries  who  hare  been  preeminent  in  fame.  An- 
cient and  modem  times  are  diminished  hefbre  him. 
Greatneis  and  guilt  have  too  oflext  been  allied ;  but 
his  fame  is  whiter  than  it  is  brilliant.  The  destroy- 
ers of  nations  tUxA  abashed  at  the  n^esty  of  his 
virtues.  It  reproved  the  mtemperance  of  their  am- 
bition and  darkened  the  splendor  of  victory.  The 
scene  ia  closed,  and  we  are  no  longer  anxious  lest 
mlsfortuua  should  sully  bis  glory  :  ho  has  traveDod 
on  to  the  end  of  his  journey,  and  carried  with  bim 
an  increasing  weight  of  honor ;  he  has  deposited  it 
safely,  where  misfortune  cannot  tarnish  it,  where 
malice  cannot  blast  it.  Favored  of  heaven,  he  de- 
parted wilhout  exhibiting  the  weakness  of  humanity. 
Uagnanlmous  in  death,  the  darkness  of  the  grave 
could  not  obscure  his  brightness. 

Such  was  the  man  whom  we  deplore.  Thanla  to 
God,  his  glory  is  consummated.  Washington  yet 
lives  on  earth  in  his  spotless  example  ;  his  sptnt  is 
in  heaven. 

Let  his  countrymen  consecrate  the  memory  of  the 
heroic  general,  the  patriotic  statesman,  and  the  vir- 
tuous sage.  Let  them  teach  their  children  never  to 
forget  that  the  fruits  of  his  labors  and  his  example 
are  their  tDberitance. 


33  Owcmicr,  1T99. 
GlMTLCMKK    OF    THE    SENATE, 

I  receive  with  the  moet  reepectful  and  affectionate 

■entiments,  in  this  impreMive  aildrMS,  the  obliging 

expTMsions  of  your  regret  for  tlie  loss  our  country 

■  auataincd  lu  tiie  death  of  her  most  esteemed,  be- 

1,  and  admired  uitizen. 

In  the  inidtitude  of  my  thoughts  and  recullcctioos 

iit'Iancholy  event,  you  will  permit  me  to  «ay, 

:   I   have  seen   him   in   the  days  of  adversity,  in 

e  of  tbe  scenes  of  hig  deepest  distreBs  and  most 

g  perplexities.     I  have  also  attended  him  in  his 

Lnd  most  prosperous  felicity,  with 

mitbrm  admiration  of  his  wisdom,  moderation,  and 

wnutancy. 

Among  our  original  associates  in  that  memorable 
league  of  this  continent,  in  1774,  whicli  first  expressed 
the  sovereign  will  of  a  free  nation  in  America,  he 
was  the  only  one  remaining  in  the  general  govem- 
ment  Although  with  a  constitution  more  enfeebled 
than  his,  at  an  age  when  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
prepare  for  retirement,  I  fee!  myself  alone,  bereaved 
of  my  last  brother,  yet  I  derive  a  strong  consolation 
from  tbe  unanimous  disposition  which  appears  in  ail 
age«  and  classes,  to  mingle  their  sorrows  with  mine, 
on  this  common  calamity  to  the  world. 

The  life  of  our  Washington  cannot  suffer  by  a  com- 
parison with  those  of  other  countries  who  have  been 
moBt  celebrated  and  exalted  by  fame.  Tbc<  attrib- 
utes and  decorations  of  royalty  could  only  have 
served  to  eclipse  the  majesty  of  those  virtues  which 
*■  nade  him,  from  being  a  modest  citizen,  a  more  re- 
■  qileDdent  luminary.  Idisfortune,  had  he  lived,  could 
Phereafter   have  sullied  his  glory  only  with  those  su- 
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per&L'iai  miDds,  who,  believing  that  character  and  ac- 
tions are  marked  by  success  alone,  rarely  deaerre  ti 
enjoy  it.  Malice  could  never  blaat  his  honor,  and  - 
Envy  made  him  a  singuhir  exception  to  her  uuiTersal 
rule.  For  himgelf,  he  hail  lived  long  enough  to  lifo 
and  to  glory ;  for  his  fellow-citizcmi,  if  their  prayers 
could  have  been  answered,  he  would  have  been  im- 
mortnl ;  for  me,  his  departure  U  at  a  most  unfortn- 
nate  moment.  Trusting,  however,  in  the  wise  and 
righteous  dominion  of  Providence  over  the  passions 
of  men  and  the  results  of  their  actions,  as  well  a*  , 
over  their  live*,  nothing  remains  for  me  bat  humble 
resignation. 

Bis  example  is  now  complete ;  and  it  will  teach 
wisdom  and  virtue  to  magistrates,  citizeu«,  and  m 
not  only  in  the  present  age,  but  in  fiiture  genera- 
tions, as  long  as  our  history  ahall  be  read.  IT  s 
Trajan  found  a  Pliny,  a  Marcus  Aunjlius  can  nevei 
want  biographer.^,  eulogists,  or  historiiius. 

Jou.i  Adams. 


Dfccmber  23d.  Re'olve'l,  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  Congress  assembled.  That  a  marble 
monument  be  erected  by  the  United  States  at  1' 
Capitol  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that  the 
family  of  General  Washington  be  requested  to  per- 
mit his  body  to  be  deposited  under  it,  and  that  the 
monument  be  so  designed  as  to  commemorate  1 
great  events  of  his  military  and  political  life. 

And  be    it  farther  resolved,  Tliat  there  be  a  fii- 
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i  BenI  proMBsion  from  Congresa  Sail,  to  the  Gennan 
r  LnUienin  Cbun-h,  in  tueiuury  of  Gtrnural  Geor^ 
Wubini^n,  on  Thursdo/  the  26lli  instant,  and  tbU 
sn  orMtioa  be  prepnred  at  the  request  of  CongreM, 
to  be  ildiverui)  before  both  Houses  tliat  day  ;  and 
that  the  President  of  the   Senate,  and   Speaker  of 

»llie  House  of  Representatives,  be  desired  to  request 
one  of  the  members  of  Congress  to  prepare  and  cle- 
Urer  Oie  same. 
Anil  be  it  further  resdiied,  Tbat  it  be  recommended 
lo  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  wear  crape  on 
tli^  led  arm,  as  mourning,  for  thirty  days. 

And  be  U  farlher  reiuived.  That  tlie  Prusiilent  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  direct  u  copy  of 
(hsae  resolutions  to  be  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
loD,  assuring  her  of  llie  profound  respect  Cuugress 
will  ever  bear  for  her  person  and  charactur.  of  their 
condolence  on  the  late  afflicting  dixpcnsation  of  Prov- 
iikcce;  and  entreating  her  ansent  to  the  interment 
of  the  remains  of  General  Washington  in  the  man- 
Ber  expressed  in  the  first  resolution. 

Jtenlved,  Tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requented  to  issue  his  proclamation,  notifying  to 
the  people  throughout  the  United  Slates  the  recom- 
^^^  BWodation  contained  in  the  third  resolution. 

^^V  DeceJi^er  SOth.  Reimleed.  That  it  be  recommended 
^^^OD  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  assemble,  on 
^^Hba  !3d  day  of  February  next,  in  such  numbers  and 
^^Kponner  as  may  be  convenient,  publicly  to  tcetify 
^^Efteir  grief  for  the  death  of  General  George  Wash- 
^^Pington,  by  suitable  eulogies,  orations,  and  discouraca, 
dr  by  public  prayers. 

And  U  it  further  reKolivd,  That  the  President  be 
requested  to  i»uo  a  proclamation,  for  thi>  purpose 
of  carrying  the  foregoing  resolution  into  effect. 


IV. 

■WAamHGTON'S  WILL. 


I,  GBOftOB  Washbtoton,  of  Monnt  Vernon,  1 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  Utely  Preitident  of 
tlie  same,  do  make,  ordain,  and  dBclare  this  i 
inent,  which  is  written  with  my  own  hand,  and  eveij 
page  thereof  Bubecribed  with  my  name,'  to  be  mj 
lact  Will  and  Testament,  revoking  all  otbon. 

Imprima.  —  All  niy  debt*,  of  wbich  there  are  I 
few,  and  none  of  magnitude,  are  to  be  punctually 
and  speedily  pajd,  and  the  legacies,  herein  after  b* 
queathud,  are  to  be  dischai^ed  as  soon  a»  circi 
standi  will  permit,  and  in  the  manner  directed. 

Item.  —  To  my  dearly  beloved  wife,  Martha  Watki, 
inglon,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  uee,  proGt,  and  be 
efit,  of  my  whole  estate  real  and  personal,  for  t 
term  of  her  natural  life,  except  such  parU  thereof  ■ 
are  specially  disposed  of  hereafter.  My  improved 
lot  in  the  t«wn  of  Alexandria,  situated  on  Pi 
Cameroii  streets,  1  give  to  her  and  her  heirs  (breverj 
an  I  also  do  my  househuld  and  kitchen  furniture  o 
every  sort  and  kind,  with  the  liquors  and  groceiial 
which  may  be  on  hand  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  tfl 
be  used  and  disposed  of  as  she  may  think  proper. 

Item.  —  Upon  the  decease  of  my  wife,  it  is  a 

1  Id  ihi!  Drigiaal  mnuuscript,  Gkorqe  WtsHraoToiTBiuui 
was  written  at  the  boltoio  of  every  patfo. 
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will  and  desire  that  all  thu  xlavea  whom  I  hold  in 
myoien  right  shnll  receive  llieir  Ireedoia.  To  cmaji- 
cipitte  them  during  her  life  would,  though  eurnestlj 
vUbed  by  mu,  be  Htlended  with  nich  iiunperable 
dilficuUicB,  on  account  of  tlieir  intermixture  by  mar- 
riage with  tlie  dower  negroes,  m  to  uxcite  the  inost 
painful  sensations,  If  not  disagreeable  coruequenciM 
to  [he  latter,  while  both  descriptions  are  in  the  occu- 
paney  of  the  same  proprietor ;  it  not  being  in  my 
power,  under  the  tenure  by  which  the  dower  negroe* 
m  held  to  manumit  them.  And  whereat,  auiung 
tbme  who  will  receive  freedom  according  to  this  de- 
Tiae,  there  may  be  some,  who,  from  old  age,  or  bodily 
inflrmitiea,  and  othera,  who,  on  aceoiint  of  their  in- 
bney,  will  be  unable  to  support  themselves,  it  is  my 
will  and  desire,  that  all,  who  come  under  the  firfit 
and  aecond  descriptiooi  shall  be  comfortably  clothed 
•nd  fed  by  my  heirs  while  they  live ;  and  that  such 
of  the  latter  description  as  have  no  parents  living, 
or.  If  living,  are  nnable  or  unwilling  to  provide  for 
QietD,  ihall  be  bound  by  the  court  until  they  shall 
Urive  St  the  age  of  twenty-five  years ;  and,  in  cases 
where  no  record  can  be  produced,  whereby  their  Ages 
can  be  ascertained,  the  judgment  of  the  court,  upon 
hi  own  view  of  the  subject,  shall  be  adequate  and 
filial.  The  negroes  thus  bound,  are  (by  their  mas- 
t«n  and  mistresses)  to  be  taught  to  read  and  writ«, 
and  to  be  brought  up  [o  some  useliil  occupation, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  die  Gommonwealtb  of  Vir- 
pnia,  pfovidiog  fin-  the  support  of  orphan  and  other 
poor  children.  And  I  do  hereby  expressly  forbid 
the  sale  or  transportation  out  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, of  any  slave  I  may  die  possmeed  of,  under 
uy  pretense  whaooevur.  And  I  do.  moreover,  most 
pmnt«dly  and  most  solemnly  enjoin  it  upon  my  ex- 
eeaton  hereaf^r  named,  or  the  surviTors  of  them,  to 


4W  WASaiSGTOM. 

Me  that  Am  flame  mpnting  davei,  and  ererj  pM 
IhetcoC  be  i«Spiml)r  ftifiUed  u  the  epocb  M  »U(j 
it '»  dneeud  to  take  pbce,  without  eruioa.  negled 
or  ddaj,  after  the  cmps  wloch  maj  then  b«  on  b' 
giQUBd  an  hancMed,  paiiicalailj  as  it 
ag«d  aod  mfinn ;  aeeiiig  that  a  regoUr  and  penak 
oeM  iimd  be  ftahliih»*1  lor  their  snpport,  as  long  ■ 
liieiv  mv  anlgMcta  tttjoiiing  it ;  oot  tnoting  ( 
vaetMtia  yroraioB  V>  be  made  bjr  inili* ido^*. 
to  mj  Bobno  nun,  IPi'UiaM.  calling  himaelf  WiOioi 
Lee,  I  giv«  immediate  freedom,  or,  if  he  ihoold  pn 
fer  It,  (o"  aocoont  of  the  aoMdentE  which  have  h 
bllen  him,  and  vluch  have  lendL-red  him  incapafate 
of  walking,  or  of  »aj  active  emplovmeat.)  to  n 
in  the  dtuatioo  he  now  ii,  it  slull  be  optional  ii 
to  do  lo :  in  either  case,  however.  I  allow  him  II 
anoiiitT  of  thirtj-  dollan.  during  hi*  natural  lifi^  whi^ 
■hall  be  independent  of  the  Tictoalt  and  clothes  h 
hw  been  accmtom^  to  rec^ve,  if  be  cbooiK*  til 
last  altemative  ;  bat  in  (b&  with  his  freedom,  if  li| 
prefen  the  firat :  and  this  I  give  bim,  as  a  testimony 
oC  mr  sense  of  hi*  attachment  to  me,  and  for  Vk 
&itUiil  MTvices  dnring  the  BcvolutionaiT'  War. 

Item,  —  To  the  trustees  (govemon.  n 
ever  other  name  they  may  be  deiignaled)  of  tht 
Academy  in  the  town  of  Alexandria.  I  ^ve  and  ba- 
queath,  in  trust,  four  thousand  dollan.  or  in  other 
words,  twenty  of  the  sbarei  which  I  hold  in  the  Bank 
of  .Alexandria,  towards  the  support  of  a  li-ee  schoc^ 
established  at  and  annexed  to,  Uie  Hid  Academy,  tat- 
the  purpose  of  educating  sach  orphan  children,  i 
the  chililren  of  such  other  poor  and  indigent  peiMQ^. 
who  are  unable  lo  accomplish  it  with  their  own 
means,  and  who.  in  the  judgment  of  the  imstees  of 
the  said  seminary,  are  bcHt  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  donation.     The  aforesaid  twenty  sharea  1  gii*. 
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^^B<^  beqnestb  in  perpetuity  ;  the  dividend*  only  of 
L  Thich  aru  to  be  drawn  for  und  applied,  by  the  trald 
truBteeit  Ibr  the  time  being,  for  the  uses  above  men- 
tioned ;  the  ntork  to  reniniii  entire  and  untouched, 
nnless  indications  of  failure  of  the  gnid  havk  should  be 
to  apparent,  or  a  discontinuance  thereof,  ahould  rvndar 
a  removal  of  this  fiind  necessary.  In  either  of  ihcM 
cases,  the  Hmouot  of  the  stock  lierc  devised  is  l«  be 
vested  in  some  other  bank  or  public  institution, 
whereby  the  interest  may  with  regularity  and  cer- 
tainty be  drawn  and  applied  aa  above.  And  to  pre- 
vent  inisconceptiun.  my  meaning  is,  and  is  liereby 
declared  to  be,  tliat  these  twenty  shares  are  in  lieu 
of,  and  not  in  addition  \o,  the  thousand  pounds  given 
by  a  missive  letter  some  yeara  flfjo,  in  consequence 
whereof  an  annuity  of  fifty  pounds  has  since  been 
pud  towards  the  support  of  this  institution. 

/WW.  —  Whereas  by  a  law  of  tliP  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  enacted  in  the  year  1 785,  the  Legisla- 
ture tiiereuf  was  pleased,  as  on  evidence  of  its  ap- 
probati  in  of  thi  services  I  had  rendered  the  public 
during  ihe  Revolution,  and  partly,  1  believe,  in  eon- 
tideration  of  my  having  suggested  the  vast  mlv-in- 
tages  which  the  community  would  derive  from  t'..^ 
extension  of  its  inland  navigation  under  legislali - .i 
palmiiEige,  to  present  me  with  one  hundred  shari^, 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  in  the  incorporated 
Company,  established  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  navigation  of  James  River  from  the  tide  water 
to  the  mounuins;  and  also  with  fifty  shares,  of  £100 
sterling  each,  in  Ihe  car[nratinn  of  another  compitny, 
likewise  established  for  the  similar  purpose  of  o]>en- 
ing  the  navigation  of  the  River  Potomac  irom  the 
tide  water  to  Fort  Cumberland  ;  the  acceptance  of 
which,  although  the  offer  was  highly  honorable  and 
grateful  lo  my  feelings,  was  refused,  as  inconsistent 
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-witli  a  principle  which  I  bad  adopted  and  hi 
departed  from,  tiz.,  not  to  recei™  pecuniary 
pensatioD  for  any  servicefl  I  could  render  my 
try  in  it«  arduous  struggle  with  Great  Britain  Ibr  iB 
right!,  and  because  I  )ajl  evaded  similar  propositiuut 
from  other  States  in  the  Union  ;  adding  to  tliii  [*■ 
fuaal,  however,  an  intimation,  that,  if  it  should  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  leiri^lature  to  permit 
propriate  the  said  shan»  to  piAlia  utei,  I  would  m- 
ceive  them  on  those  terms  with  due  sensibility ;  a 
this  it  having  consented  to,  in  flattering  terms, 
will  appear  by  a  subsequent  law,  and  sundry  resolu- 
tions, iu  the  moat  ample  and  honorable 
I  proceed  after  this  reeital,  for  the  more  correct  uih 
derstanding  of  the  case,  to  declare;  that,  as 
always  been  a  source  of  serious  regret  with  me,  to  MB 
the  youth  of  these  United  States  sent  to  loreign 
countries  for  the  purpose  of  eilucation,  ofli 
their  minds  were  farmed,  or  tliey  ha<l  imbibed  amf 
adei]uate  ideas  of  the  happiness  of  tlieir 
trai'ting  too  frequently,  not  only  habits  of  dissipatiofl 
and  extravagance,  but  [irlnciplea  unfriendly  to  ra- 
publican  government,  and  to  the  true  and  genuins 
liberties  of  mankind,  which  tbereaAer  are  rarely  over- 
come ;  for  these  reasons  it  has  been  my  ardent 
to  see  n  plan  devised  on  a  liberal  scale,  which  woidd 
have  a  tendency  to  spread  systematic  ideas  tbrou^ 
all  parts  of  this  rising  empire,  thereby  to  do  awiy 
local  attachments  and  State  prejudices,  aa  far  as  ihs 
nature  of  things  would,  or  indeed  ought  to 
from  our  national  councils.  Looking  anxiously  for- 
ward to  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  an  object 
as  this  is  (in  my  estimation),  my  mind 
able  to  contemplate  any  plan  more  likely  to  elTeot 
the  measure,  than  the  establishment  of  a  Uxivbb- 
BTTT  in  a  central  part  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
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youths  of  tbrtnne  and  talenU  from  all  parU 
iof  m&y  b«  sent  for  the  completion  of  tbtir  eil- 
on,  in  all  the  branches  of  jMilitQ  literature,  in 
arts  and  iciencea,  in  acquiring  knowledge  in  the 
principle  of  politics  and  good  government,  and,  as 
&  nutter  of  inliDite  importance  in  my  judgment,  by 
uaocinting  with  each  other  and  Ibrming  iHendships 
in  javenile  years,  be  enabled  to  free  [hemselvei  in  a 
proper  d^ree  from  those  local  prejudices  and  ha- 
bitual jealonaiea  which  have  just  been  mentioned, 
■ad  which,  when  carried  to  excess,  are  never-failing 
rces  of  disquietude  to  the  public  mind,  and  preg- 
It  of  miHcbievous  consequences  to  this  country. 
FiKler  these  impressions,  so  fully  dilateil, 
heat.  —  I  give  and  iiequeath,  in  perpetuity,  the  fitly 
Mares  which  I  bold  in  the  Potomac  company,  (under 
the  atbresoid  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,) 
towards  tbe  endowment  of  a  University,  M  be  es- 
Ittblithed  within  tbe  limits  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
Ma.  under  tbe  au-ipices  of  the  general  govcriunent, 
|tf  that  goveroownt  should  incline  to  extend  a  tbs- 
■toing  band  towards  it ;  and,  until  such  seminary 
is  esubiished,  and  the  fundii  arising  on  these  shares 
riiall  be  re({uired  for  its  supjKirt,  my  further  will  and 
datire  is,  that  the  profit  accruing  thorelrum  shall, 
vb(!iicri!r  the  dividends  are  made,  bo  laid  out  in 
porcbssing  shxrlc  in  the  bank  of  Columbia,  or  some 
Other  bank,  at  the  discretion  of  ny  executors,  or  by 
the  Treasurer  of  tbe  United  States  (or  tbe  tinie  be- 
ing under  tbe  direction  of  Congress,  provided  that 
honorable  body  shouhi  piitroniie  the  measure  ;  and 
the  dividends  proceeding  from  the  purchase  of  such 
ttock  are  to  be  vestcl  in  more  stock,  and  so  on,  un 
til  a  sum  adequate  to  tbe  accomplishment  of  tbe  ob- 
ject is  obtained  ;  of  which  I  have  not  tbe  smallest 
doubt,  before  many  years  pass  away,  evi^n  if  no  aid 


or  enpouragenieut  if  gi 

ity,  or  rrora  uny  otliep  sourte. 

//em.  —  Thi!  hmidred  nlmreii  which  I  hold  in  Um 
James  River  Company,  I  bnve  given  and  now  «in<- 
firm  ill  p*rj»etuily,  lo  »nd  for  the  iwu  and  bennfit  of 
Liberty  Hall  Atademy.  in  the  Coimty  of  Rockbridge 
in  tho  Cummonwealth  of  Vji^inia. 

Item.  —  I  releiut),  eKonerate,  and  discliargc  -the- 
estate  of  my  d<^eiat<d  brother,  Samuel  Woihingloa, 
from  the  payment  of  the  money  whteh  is  due  to  me 
for  the  land  I  sold  to  PhUip  Pendlelon,  (1y'<ig  ■"  ^* 
county  of  Berkeley,)  who  aangned  the  same  to  him, 
the  said  Samuel,  who  by  agreement  was  to  pay  ma 
therefor.  And  whereas,  by  some  vouCract  (the  par- 
port  of  which  was  never  communicated  to  me)  be- 
tween the  said  Hamuel  and  hii  ran,  TAomlon  tVanh' 
ington,  the  latter  became  poBsesBed  of  the  alijresiud 
land,  without  any  conveyance  having  passed  from 
mo,  either  to  the  Mid  Pendleton,  the  said  Samnd 
or  the  said  Thornlon,  and  without  any  conudcratio* 
having  been  made,  by  which  neglect  neither  the  le- 
gal nor  equitable  title  has  been  alienated;  it  rate 
therelbre  with  me  to  declare  my  intentions  concent- 
ing  the  premises ;  and  these  are,  U>  give  and  be-- 
quealh  the  said  land  Eo  whomsoever  the  said  Tkarn' 
ton  WagMni/lon  (who  is  also  dead)  devised  the  same, 
or  to  his  heirs  forever,  if  he  died  intestate  ;  oxouer- 
ating  the  estate  of  the  said  Thornton,  equally  with 
tiiat  of  tho  said  Samuel,  from  payment  of  the  po^ 
chase  money,  which,  with  interest,  agreeably  to  the 
original  contract  with  tho  said  Pendleimt,  wcntld 
amount  to  more  than  a  thousand  pounds.  And 
whereas  two  other  sons  of  my  said  deceased  brother 
Samuel,  namely,  George  Sleploe  Washinrilim,  and 
Lawrence  Augustine  Washington,  were,  by  the  du- 
cease  of  those  to  whose  care  they  were  coiiimiited, 
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brnight  Diider  my  protoctJon,  and,  in  consequence, 
have  occasioned  advances  on  my  part  Cor  tlieir  edu- 
catioD  at  college  and  other  schools,  lor  tbeir  board, 
clothing,  and  otber  incidental  expenses,  to  the  amount 
of  near  five  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  the 
fuiOB  fnraisbed  bj  their  estate,  which  mm  it  may  be 
inconvenient  for  them  or  their  father's  estate  to  re- 
fbnd  ;  I  do  Tor  these  reasons  acquit  tbpm  and  (he 
■aid  estate  from  tbe  payment  thereof,  oiy  intention 
being,  that  all  accounts  between  them  and  me,  and 
their  latber'9  estate  and  xae,  shall  stand  balanced. 

Item. —  The  balance  due  to  me  from  the  estate 
cf  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  deceased,  (my  wife's 
brother.)  and  which  amounted  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  1795,  to  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds,  (as  will  appear  by  an  account  rendered  by 
lus  deceased  son,  John  Dandridye,  who  was  the  act- 
ing execntor  of  his  fktiier's  will.)  I  rulcase  and  acquit 
from  the  payment  thereof.  And  the  negroes,  then 
thirty-three  in  number,  formerly  belonging  to  the  said 
estate,  who  were  taken  in  execution,  sol<l,  and  pur- 
chased in  on  my  account,  in  the  year  [Uniut],  and 
ever  since  have  remained  in  the  possewon  and  to 
tile  use  of  Manj,  widow  of  the  said  Barlholoiaew 
Dandridge,  with  their  incrumc,  it  is  my  will  and  desire 
■hall  continne  and  be  in  her  poswsiiun,  without  pay- 
ing hire,  or  making  i^onipensation  for  the  same  for 
the  time  put,  or  to  come,  during  her  natural  lile ;  at 
the  exfnraCioD  of  which,  I  direct  that  all  of  them 
who  are  forty  years  old  and  upwards  shall  receive 
tbeir  freedoui ;  and  all  under  that  a^,  and  above 
■xteen.  sliall  serve  seven  years  and  no  lon<^r ;  and 
dl  Qndcr  sixteen  yean  shall  serve  until  thuy  arc 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  then  be  irva.  And,  to 
avmd  disputes  respecting  the  i^os  of  any  of  these 
negroes,  t}iey  are  to  he  taken  into  the  court  of  the 
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county  in  whtcli  ther  ruiiJe,  and  the  ju^ 
thereat^  in  this  reluioti.  xhall  be  final  »nd  record 
theivof  mnde,  wbicb  may  be  Hdiluecd  as  eviilence  at 
uij  lime  tbereafter  if  dtapatM  sliould  arist:  coni-'era- 
ing  [he  same.  And  I  furtber  direi-I,  that  the  hein 
of  tlie  said  Barllu}hrae«i  Dandridge  shall  equalljr 
■hare  the  benefits  arising  Iroin  the  services  of  tba 
uid  De^;Toes  according  to  the  tenor  of  thie  OeTiae, 
upon  the  decease  of  their  mother. 

lUm.  —  ir  Charirs  Carter,  who  intermarried  with 
my  niece  BtUj)  Lticis,  is  not  sufficiently  suoured  in 
the  title  to  the  Iota  he  had  of  me  in  the  lourn  of 
Fi«dericksburg,  it  is  my  will  and  desire  that  lay 
executors  shall  make  such  conveyances  of  them  aa 
the  law  requires  to  runder  it  perfect. 

Item.  — To  my  nephew.  William  Augusliae  Wati- 
ington.  and  his  heirs,  (if  he  should  conceive  them  to 
be  objects  wortli  prosecuting.)  a  lot  in  the  town 
of  Manchester,  (opiioeile  to  lUchmond.)  No.  !G&, 
drawn  on  my  sole  account,  and  also  the  tenth  of  aQ« 
or  two  hundred  acre  lots,  and  two  or  three  half-kcr« 
Iota,  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Richmond,  drawn  in 
partnership  with  nine  others,  ail  in  the  lottery'  of  the 
the  deceased  WUIioM  Bi/rd,  are  given  ;  as  Is  also  k 
lot  which  I  purchased  of  John  Hooil,  conveyed  hy 
W^iam  Willie  and  Samuel  Gordon,  trustees  of  tha 
said  John  Hood,  numbered  1S9,  in  the  town  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  the  County  of  Prince  George,  State  of 
Virginia. 

Item.  —  To  ray  nephew.  Biuhrod  WaahingMt,^  I 
give  and  bequeath  all  the  papere  in  my  possession 
I  Ai  General  tVuhlngtoD  ncifr  had  any  childrea,  he  gavB 
the  larger  ptn  uf  his  properly  (o  ha  aephews  ind  niecee,  and 
the  children  o(  Mn.  WuhiiiKlon's  »a  bj-  ber  first  marriaga. 
The  principal  heir  was  Bariirud  Wigbiugtoa,  kd  of  his 
brother,  John  Aiiputinfl  WathingloD. 


m 


WAsaiNHTofra  wict. 


4*7 


which  relate  to  my  civil  and  miliUrv  wlmiDJ^tration 
of  the  affairs  of  this  country.  I  iDBve  to  liini  alao 
anch  of  toy  private  paper;  ru  are  worth  proaerving  -, 
sod  at  the  decease  of  my  wife,  and  before,  if  she  is 
not  inuUDed  to  retain  them,  I  give  and  bequeath 
mj-  library  of  books  and  pwnjAleta  of  every  kind. 

Item.  —  HsTing  sold  lands  which  I  poeeeaaeil  in  the 
Stat«  of  Penn»yl»ania  and  part  of  a  tract  held  in 
equal  right  with  George  Clinlon,  late  governor  of 
New  Tork,  in  the  State  of  Nuw  York,  my  share  of 
laud  ajid  interust  in  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp,  and 
a  tract  of  land  which  1  owned  in  the  County  of 
Gloucester, — withholding  the  legal  litlea  thereto, 
tmtil  the  consideration  money  should  be  paid  —  and 
liaving  moreover  leased  and  conditionally  sold  (as 
wilt  appear  by  the  tenor  of  the  said  leases)  all  my 
lands  upon  the  Great  Kenhawa,  and  n  tract  upon 
DilScult  Run,  in  the  County  of  Loudoun.  It  i»  my 
will  and  direction,  that  whensoever  the  contnicts  are 
(hlly  and  respectively  complied  with,  according  to 
the  gptrit,  true  intent,  ami  meaning  thereof,  on  the 
part  of  the  parchasem,  their  heii?  or  assigns,  that 
then,  and  in  that  case,  conveyances  are  to  be  made, 
■gt«eab1y  to  the  rerms  of  the  Miid  contracts,  and  the 
nxinej  arising  therefrom,  when  paid,  to  be  vested  in 
bank  iMck  ;  the  dividends  whereof,  as  of  that  also 
which  is  already  vested  therein,  are  to  ioure  to  my 
■aid  wife  <luring  ber  life  :  but  the  stock  itself  is  to 
I  and  be  iubjecC  to  tho  general  distribution 
hereailer  directed. 

Hem.  —  To  the  Enrt  of  Bvehan  I  recommit  the 
"  Box  inade  of  the  Oak  that  sheltered  the  fp-eat  Sir 
William  Waiiace.  alter  the  battle  of  Falkirk,"  pre- 
sented to  me  by  his  Lordship,  in  terms  too  flattering 
for  me  to  repeat,  with  a  request  "  to  pass  it.  on  the 
event  of  my  decease,  to  the  man  in  my  country,  who 
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sboultl  Appear  to  merit  it  b«st,  upon  tbe  i 
conditions  that  have  indulged  him  to  send  il 
Whetber  easy  or  not  to  select  the  nan,  who  m'ight 
eomport  with  hi«  Lordship's  opinion  in  this  respect, 
\e  not  for  me  to  say,  but,  coaceiving  that  aa  disposi- 
tion of  this  valuable  curiosity  can  be  more  eligible 
tliau  the  recommitment  of  it  to  his  ohti  cabinet, 
agreeably  to  the  original  design  of  the  Goldsmithi' 
Company  of  Edinburgh,  who  presented  it  to  him, 
and,  at  his  request,  consented  that  it  should  be 
transferred  to  me,  I  do  give  and  bequeath  the  same 
to  his  Lordship ;  and,  in  case  of  his  decease,  to  bll 
heir,  with  my  grateful  thankn  for  the  distingaished 
honor  of  presenting  it  to  me,  and  more  tspecisUy  for 
the  favorable  sentiments  with  which  he  accompanied 

/(em.  —  To  my  brother.  Charles  Wathinglon,  I 
give  nnd  bequeath  the  gold-headed  cane  letl  tue  by 
Dr.  Franklin  in  his  will.  1  add  nothing  to  It  beeaine 
of  the  ample  provision  I  have  made  tor  his  issue. 
To  tlie  acquaintances  and  friends  of  my  juvenile 
years,  Laiorence  Wa»hinglon  and  Robert  WaskingUm, 
of  Chotanck,  I  give  my  other  two  gold-headed  canes, 
having  my  arms  engraveil  on  them  ;  and  to  each,  aa 
they  vill  be  useful  where  tbey  live,  I  leave  one  of 
the  spyglasses,  which  constituted  part  of  my  equipage 
during  the  late  war.  To  my  compatriot  in  arms  and 
old  and  intimate  friend.  Dr.  CraOc,  I  give  my  bureaa 
(or,  as  the  cabin et-makers  call  it,  tambour  secretary} 
and  the  circular  chair,  an  appendage  of  my  study. 
To  Dr.  David  Sleioart  I  give  my  large  shaving  and 
dressing  table,  and  my  telescope.  To  the  Reverend, 
noiv  liri/an,  Loril  Fairfax,  I  give  a  Bi)>te,  in  three 
large  folio  volumes,  with  notes,  presented  to  me  by 
the  Bight  Reverend  Thomaa  Wiinaa,  Bishop  of  Sodor 
and  Man.     To  General  df  Lafai/tttt  I  give  a  pair  of 
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finely-wrought  ateel  pistols,  taken  from  the  eDemy  in 
the  Rt^volutioDar}'  Wat.  To  ray  siatera-io'law  Hannah 
WoikiagUm  and  Mildred  Washington,  to  my  Iriends, 
Eleanor  Slvart,  Hannah  Wanhingtnn,  of  FairSeld, 
tad  Eliiahtth  Woihiaglim,  of  Hayfieltl,  I  give  each  a 
mourning  riog,  ol'  tlie  value  of  one  hundred  doUan. 
These  bequests  are  not  mnde  tor  the  Intrinaic  value 
of  ihem,  but  aa  memenloe*  ofniy  esteem  and  regard. 
To  Tobiat  Lear  I  give  the  u»e  of  the  farm,  wliiuh  he 
noir  holds  id  virtue  of  a  lease  from  me  to  him  and 
hia  deeeased  wile,  (for  and  during  their  natural  lives,) 
five  from  rent  during  his  life ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  it  ia  to  be  disposed  of  as  is  hereinafter 
dinKted.  To  Sally  B.  Haynit,  (a  distant  relation 
of  mine.)  I  give  and  be<iueBtb  three  hundred  dollars. 
To  Sarah  Green,  daughter  of  the  deceased  Thointa 
Bishop,  and  to  Ann  Walier,  daughter  of  John  Allan, 
also  dereased,  I  give  each  one  hundred  dollars,  in 
oouaideration  of  the  atlachment  of  their  lathers  to 
me  i  each  of  whom  having  lived  nearly  forty  years 
in  my  family.  To  eatU  of  my  nephews,  William 
Atiguttine  Washinglon.  George  Lewit,  George  Steplot 
Woihinglon,  Biuhrod  Wanhington,  and  Samuel  W(ah- 
inglon,  I  give  one  of  the  swords  or  couteaux,  of  which 
I  may  die  possessed ;  and  thi'y  are  to  choone  in  the 
order  they  are  named.  These  swords  are  ac- 
companied with  an  injunction  not  to  unsheath  them 
for  the  purpose  of  shedding  hlood,  except  it  he  for 
self-defense  or  in  delense  of  their  country  and  its 
rights ;  and  in  the  latter  case,  to  keep  tliem  un- 
sheatlied,  and  prefer  falling  with  them  in  their  bands 
to  the  relinquishment  thereof. 

And    now,    having   gone    through    these    specific 

devises,  with  exphinatlons  for  the  more  correct  iiiider- 

standiug  of  tlie  meaning  and  design  of  them,  I  pro- 

to  the  dislribulion  of  the  more  important  part 

y  estate,  in  manner  Ibllowing  :  — 
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FiRPT.  —  To  my  nejibew,  Bashrod  Waahinglon, 
and  hU  heirs,  ('partly  in  consideratiiin  of  an  intimation 
to  hU  deceased  father,  while  we  were  bachelors,  and 
he  bad  liindly  undertaken  tu  superintend  my  estate 
during  my  military  lervicea  in  the  former  war  be- 
tween Gruat  Britain  and  France,  that,  if  I  should 
fall  therein,  Mount  Vernon,  then  lesa  extensiTe  in 
domain  than  at  present,  should  be«>lne  his  property,} 
I  give  and  bequeath  all  that  part  thereof,  whieh  is 
comprehended  witlilu  tlie  following  limits,  viz.  Be- 
ginning at  the  ford  of  Dogue  Run,  Dear  my  Mill, 
and  extending  along  the  road,  and  bounded  thcrebyi 
as  it  now  goes,  and  ever  has  gone,  elnce  my  recol- 
lection of  it,  to  the  ford  of  Little  Hunting  Creek,  at 
the  Gum  Spring,  until  it  comes  to  a  knoll  opposite 
to  an  old  road,  which  formerly  passed  through  the 
lower  field  of  Muddy-Hole  Farm;  at  whitb,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  said  road,  are  three  red  or  Spanish 
oaks,  marked  as  a  corner,  and  a  stone  placed ;  thence 
by  a  line  of  trees,  to  be  marked  rectangular,  to  the 
back  line  or  outer  boundary  of  the  tract  between 
Thompson  Masun  and  mvEclf;  thence  with  that  line 
easterly  (now  double  diU'hing,  with  a  poEt-and-roil 
fence  thereon)  to  the  run  of  Little  Hunting  Creek  ; 
thence  with  that  run,  which  is  the  boundary  between 
the  lands  of  the  late  Humphrey  Peake  and  me,  to 
the  tide  water  of  the  said  creek  ;  thence  by  that 
water  to  Potomac  River  ;  thence  with  the  river  to 
the  mouth  of  Dogue  Creek ;  and  thence  with  the 
Bud  Dogue  Creek  to  the  place  of  beginning  at  the 
aforesaid  ford  ;  containing  upwards  of  (bar  thousand 
acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  together  with  the 
manaion-hou9c.  and  oil  other  buildings  and  improre- 
meuls  thereon. 

Second.  — In  consideration  of  the  consanguinity 
between  then  and  my  wife,  being  as  nearly  related 
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k)  her  aa  to  mTself,  aa  on  account  of  the  alffnlion  I 
liad  fbr,  and  the  nbligation  1  was  under  to,  Ibeir 
btber  when  living,  wbo  from  hia  youth  Iiad  attached 
bins«lf  to  wy  person,  and  Ibllowed  my  fortunes 
ttirougli  tlie  viciaiiludes  of  the  late  Revolution,  afteiv 
wania  devoting  his  litne  (o  the  superintendence  of 
my  pnvate  concerns  for  many  yean,  whitKt  my  jinb- 
Uc  employments  rendered  it  impracticable  (or  me  to 
lysell^  thereby  affording  me  esaential  services, 
*ays  performing  theni  in  a  manner  the  nioet 
fiUal  and  ivspecttiil  ;  (or  these  reasons,  I  say.  I  give 
sad  betjueath  to  George  Fayette  Wathiniflon  and 
LmBTtnce  Avgiuline  Wa^hinijton,  and  tlwrr  heirs,  my 
Mtate  east  of  Little  Hunting  Creek,  lying  on  the 
Siver  Potomac,  including  the  farm  of  three  hundred 
Mkd  sixty  acres,  leased  to  Tobiat  Lear,  as  noticed  be- 
Ibre,  and  containing  in  the  whole,  by  deed,  two  thou- 
nnd  and  twenty-seren  acres,  be  it  more  or  less  ; 
which  said  estate  it  is  my  will  and  desire  should  be 
equitably  and  advantageously  divided  between  them, 
aoeording  to  quantity,  quality,  and  other  clrcum- 
■taiicea,  when  the  youngest  shall  have  arrived  at  the 
■go  of  twenty-one  years,  by  three  judicious  and  di»- 
interestcd  men  ;  one  to  be  chosen  by  each  of  the 
biotlien,  and  the  third  by  these  two.  In  the  mean 
if  the  termination  of  my  wife's  interest  therein 
riiould  have  ceased,  the  profits  arising  ihcrelrom  are 
to  be  applied  for  their  joint  uses  and  benefiL 

TlUitD.  —  And  whereas  it  has  always  been  my  in- 
tention,  since  my  expectation  of  having  issue  has 
ceased,  to  consider  tJie  grandchildren  of  my  fife  in 
light  as  1  do  my  own  relations,  and  to  act 
ftiendly  part  by  them ;  more  especially  by  the  two 
ve  raised  from  their  earlie»l  infancy, 
umely,  Eleanor  Parke  Cusfii,  and  George  Wiahuig- 
lBn  Parke  Cmtii ;    and  whereas  the  former  of  tbute 


2 


WASHINGTON. 


hath  lately  intermarried  with  Laierence  Leieii,  ■  MO 
of  my  ilecoaaeil  BiBler,  Btllg  Leicin,  by  wbicli  the 
iaduceiuuDt  toprovlde  for  them  both  haa  been  in* 
creased  ;  wteretbrei  I  give  and  bequeatli  ta  the  said 
La'BTence  Lewii,  and  Eleanor  Parke  Levns,  hia  wife, 
and  their  heirs,  the  residue  of  my  Mount  YemoQ 
estate,  not  already  deviaed  to  my  nephew  Bwhrod 
Washinglon,  comprehended  within  the  following  de- 
scription, viz.  All  [he  land  north  of  the  road  luaid- 
ing  from  the  ford  of  Dogue  Run  lo  the  Gum 
Spring  as  described  in  the  devise  of  the  other  part 
of  the  tract  U>  Biukrod  Wa^hingloit,  until  it  cornea 
to  the  stone  and  three  red  ar  Spanish  oaks  on  the 
knoll ;  thence  with  the  rectangular  lino  to  the  back 
line  (between  Mr.  Maam  and  mc}  ;  thence  with 
that  line  westerly  along  the  new  double  ditch  to 
Dogae  Run,  by  the  tumbling  dam  of  my  Mill ;  tb«nce 
with  the  said  run  to  the  ford  aibrementiaiied.  To 
which  I  add  all  the  land  I  {XMseas  weal  of  the  said 
Dogue  Run  ami  Dogue  Creek,  bounded  easterly  and 
southerly  thereby  \  t<^ethcr  with  the  mill,  distillery, 
and  all  other  houses  and  improvements  on  the  preut- 
isee,   making   together  about    two    thousand    acres. 

Fourth.  —  Actuated  by  the  piinciple  alre&dy 
mentioned,  I  give  and  bequuath  to  Gtorgf  Waxhing- 
ton  Parke  Vustu,  the  graadsoD  of  my  wife,  and  my 
ward,  and  Co  hia  hcirE^  tlje  tract  I  holil  on  Four  ItEle 
Bun,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria,  cont^Ding  one 
thousand  two  hundred  acres,  more  or  leea,  and  my 
entire  square.  No.  SI,  in  th«  eity  of  Washington. 

FlKTU.  —  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  estate 
real  and  personal,  not  disposed  of  in  manner  afere- 
said.  in  whatsoever  consisting,  wheresoever  lying, 
and  whensoever  Ibund,  (a  xcheilule  of  which,  as  far 
as    te   recollected,  with  n  reasonable  estimate  of  iti 
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IB,  18  hertMinto  annexed,)  I  desire  may  be  sold  by 
e.ixcators  at  sui^b  times,  in  such  manner,  and  on 
credits,  (if  an  equal,  valid,  and  iatbfactory  db- 
bdbution  of  the  speuifiu  property  cannot  be  mode 
without,)  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  moat  conda- 
the  Interests  of  the  parties  concerned  ;  stid 
Ae  moneys  arising  tlieretroin  to  be  divided  into 
ity-three  eqoal  parts,  and  applied  u  follows, 
To  William  Augialine  Washinglon,  Elitahelh 
',  Jane  Thornton,  and  the  heirs  of  Ann  A»h- 
and  daughters  of  my  deceased  brother, 
Atigwiine  Wialiinglon,  I  give  and  bequeath  four 
parts ;  that  is,  one  part  to  each  of  them.  To  Field' 
ing  Lewi*,  George  Lewi*,  Robert  Lewis,  Howell  Lewis, 
taA  Belly  Carter,  sons  and  daughters  of  my  deceased 
uster.  Belly  Lewin,  I  give  and  bequeath  five  other 
parts;  one  to  each  of  them.  To  George  Sieploe 
WaMngton,  Lawrence  Augtuline  Wankington,  Harriet 
Parla,  and  the  heirs  of  Thomlon  WanlHngton.  «oni 
ud  daughters  of  my  deceased  brother,  Samuel  Wash- 
ington, T  give  and  bequeath  other  four  parla ;  one  to 
each  of  ihem.  To  Corbin  Washinglon,  and  the  heirs 
of  Jane  Washington,  son  and  daughter  of  my  de- 
oeaeed  brother,  John  Augmline  Washinglon,  I  give 
and  bequeath  two  parts  -,  one  to  each  of  them.  To 
\tl  Washinglon,  Frances  Ball,  and  Mildred  Ham- 
,  son  and  daughters  oF  mj  brother  Charles 
linglon.  I  give  ami  bequeatli  three  parts  ;  one  lo 
of  ihera.  And  to  Gtorge  Fayette  Washington, 
Augustine  Washington,  and  Maria  Washing- 
aud  daughter  of  my  deceased  nephew  George 
line  Waxhi'tglon,  I  give  one  other  part ;  that  is 
third  of  that  part.  To  Eliiabelh  Parke 
Martha  Parke  Peter,  and  Eleanor  Parke  Leurii, 
1  pve  and   bequeath   three   other  parts ;  that   is,  a 
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part  U)  each  o(  them.  And  Co  mj  nppbi 
Wathinglon  and  Lamrfiire  Lrieh,  and  lo  my  ward, 
Uiu  grandson  of  iny  wile.  I  give  and  bequeath  one 
other  part ;  that  la,  a  third  thereof  to  each  of  them.. 
And,  if  it  ahouUl  no  happen  thttt  any  of  the  penoM 
whcMi!  nnnies  are  here  enumerated  (unknown  to  me) 
thoald  now  be  dead,  or  ihoald  die  before  me,  that  ia 
either  of  theie  cases,  the  heir  of  such  doceascol  per- 
Bon  shall,  notwithstanding,  derive  all  the  benefit*  of 
the  bequest  in  the  same  manner  as  if  be  or  she  ma 
actually  livitig  at  the  time.  And,  by  way  of  ftdvicn 
I  recommend  it  to  my  executors  not  to  be  precipi- 
tate in  disposing  of  the  landed  property,  (herein  di* 
rected  to  be  sold.}  if  tram  temporary  canfus  tba. 
sale  tliereof  tihnuld  l>e  dull ;  expericiTce  having  faUj 
evinced,  that  the  pricw  of  land,  csjiecially  above  thS' 
fells  of  the  river  and  on  the  wesC^m  wateni,  hat 
been  progressively  rising,  and  cannot  be  long  checked 
in  its  increasing  value.  And  I  particularly  reoonl- 
mend  it  to  such  of  the  legatees  (under  this  clauM 
of  my  will),  as  can  make  it  convenient,  lo  take  each< 
a  share  of  my  stock  In  the  Potomac  Company  is 
preference  to  the  amount  of  what  it  might  sell  for) 
being  tlioronghly  convinced  myself  that  no  uses  to 
which  the  money  can  be  applied,  will  be  so  produo- 
tive  ns  the  tolls  arising  Irom  this  ii»vij^tion  when  in 
full  operation,  (and  thus,  Irum  the  nature  of  things, 
it  muBt  be,  ere  long,)  and  raoi-e  especially  if  tluit  of 
the  Shenandoah  is  added  thereto. 

The  lamily  vault  at  Mount  Vernon  reqtiiring  re- 
paiis,  and  being  improperly  situated  besides,  1  dcdra 
that  a  new  one  of  brick,  and  upon  a  larger  scale, 
may  be  built  at  tire  Ibot  of  what  is  commonly  callud 
the  Vineyard  Enclosure,  on  tlie  ground  whieh  ii 
marked  out ;  in  wliich  my  remains,  wilh  those  of  mj 
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deceiwiid  relntions  (now  in  tbe  old  vault),  uici  luch 
othere  of  my  buiilv  a»  may  choose  to  be  entiiiiibed 
there,  may  be  deposit&l.  And  it  is  my  exprcsa  de- 
sire, that  lay  corpse  tna,j  be  Interred  in  a  private 
manner,  without  parade  or  rutiernl  oration. 

Lastly,  I  constitute  and  appoint  my  di;arly  be- 
loved wife,  Martha  WaHhiniflon,  my  nephew*,  WiUinm 
Angattine  Wothinglon,  Biakrnd  Wanhingtrm,  George 
Sleploe  Wiahitiglim,  Samuel  Washington,  and  Lawnnee 
Learif,  an<l  my  ward,  Oi-orge  Washingltm  Park  CuUu, 
(when  lie  shall  have  arrivurl  at  the  ^e  oi*  twenty- 
one  years,)  executrix  and  executors  of  thtE  my  will 
and  teslament;  in  the  conatrui-tion  of  wbieh  it  will 
be  readily  perceired,  tliat  no  professional  eharacter 
has  been  consulted,  or  has  had  any  agency  in  the 
draft ;  nnd  that,  although  it  has  occupied  many  of 
my  leisure  hours  to  digest,  and  to  throw  it  into  its 
present  tbrm,  it  may,  notwithstiinding,  appear  crude 
and  incorrect;  but  having  endeavored  to  be  plain 
and  explicit  in  all  the  devises,  even  at  the  expense 
of  prolixity,  perhaps  of  tautology,  I  hope  and  trust 
that  no  disputes  will  arise  concerning  them.  But  If, 
contrary  to  expectation,  the  case  should  be  other- 
wise, from  the  want  of  legal  expressions,  or  the  usual 
technical  terms,  or  because  too  much  or  too  little  ha* 
been  !«aid  on  any  of  the  devises  to  be  consonant  with 
Uw.  my  will  and  direction  expressly  is,  that  ull  dis- 
pute* (if  nnhappily  any  should  arise)  shall  be  de- 
cided by  three  impartial  anil  intelligent  men,  known 
for  their  probity  and  good  understanding,  two  to  be 
chosen  by  the  dlsputanti,  eaeb  having  tbe  choice  of 
one,  and  the  third  by  those  two  ;  which  three  men, 
thna  chosen,  shall,  unfettered  by  law  or  legal  construe- 

Cse  of  the  testator's  intention; 
)  alt  intents  and  purposes,  to 
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